
300 THE OWL.

Closely allied to A\rtlhur and àMa-
ijîlus is the son of Macduff found ini
Macbet hl. I-le, like theîii, could hoast
of noble parentagre and could lay
Claini to mialv praisewvorthv qualities.
In oile respect, hiowevcr, tie sop of
Maci.dfi differs retvfromi the other
two characters. lit, im we dIo not
dleteet aniv of thlat affection so evidelit
in Ariliuir and M~amiillus. 1-lis féeliiigS
aire obscured by lus fortitude. The
ilianly w.ay ini %vllici lie lîcars til)
uler the tlîreatenied calanîlitv, arouses
oui- affe.ction for liii. Whlen bIis
inother tells liimi Uîiat biis fatlier is
dead, and asks imii what hie s;hall do
wvitllout a fathler, lie feels tie sad
stroke, no doubt, v et lie pluckilv
resolves on a1 coniijiiendalile course
andic answers lîoldlv, '' «I will do as thîe
little birds." Wý%ith vhatever die
liand of Providence cleals out to hiii,
lie is contenît. Like the sniall bird, if
needs be, lie is readv to labor for blis
own miaintenance. Tbis is a re-
nîarkable trait ini one of solîg birth
anzd tender vears. lt is difficuit for
those whio 1;av-e alwavs iad aIl tlîey
desired ini earthilv goods, to,
bear up courageously w"Iien advcrsity
cornes. For hlis vears, lie had re-
niarkable powers of perception.
Thirough-lotit the wl'hole inîterviewv ni ti
hlis miothaier lie sems to bc fullv
cozîscious of lier intention to, phîx'
upoî ]lis feelingý,,s. But inii tis case
the artist is not e(lual to, tlîe task.
Lady NMa-cdtiff is cornered at everv
turn bv lier sont, and finlallv lias to
admit hlis %vit. ''Thou speak'st witli
aIl tly wit; and -%et iii faitli %vith xvit
enougli for tlîee.

How ilîtchi differently are, we iira-
pressed Mien we arc introducecl to
Mrs. and Mr. Page's .sox in the piav
entitled NMerrv Xives of Windsor?
XVillianm Page is the simili boy hiero
oif hunîiible orig-iin. We tirst belîold

Iinii undlergoing-ani exanînation before
is parents andl teachiers. An e%-

amnation lias mîo attraction for poLir
little WVillie. \'Vbeiî sunîîiîioned before
tlîe tribunîal, lie complies wvith liesi-
tan cy. Uo lxiils coini n forwvard,
Sir HgiEvanis, lus imaster, coni-
miences the painful ordeal by comnîand-
ing, inui to luiý,I up 1-iis head. To
thîs, tliirough-i slivniess, lie is reluctanit.
until lus nuiotlîer w~ith eîîcouragiîut)
w,%ords requests liiîii to do iMr. Evan' %
bîddinr. His exaniination -was bv no
iieans a lîrîlliant one, vet it wasSsucu

as qîuite delighited Mrs. Page. Fromî
the fiîct tlîat lie kn-iew ''lapis", nîcant
stone, anid tliat a stone wvas a pebble.
andl that lie could decliiîe a few words,
slîe thouglit lîiimî a womider iii the
intellectual order. However, Ms
Page is tlîe offlv one tlîat secs lier sont
iin ilit lighit. ln liiiu ue lind few of
tliose quahîties tliat uvin our esteeîii.
If we ]cati towards lirai it is tliroui
pity. WVilliami is too, sliv, auvkuard
and dulI to caîl forth our'admirationi,
but for ail iblis, no one cati lîelp
synipatliing uvith liirn as lie standis
ut,) for the scrutiinv of lus cruel sclîool-
îiiaster.

Ia thie few clîild cluaracters wvlicli 1
hlave. collected from Shiakespeare'.-
works, ilere is flot oîîe but is wortlmv
of our attention. Each lias a redeeni-
inig qua-ýlitv wlicli tlîe poet portrays.
Wlietlier lie is portraving thie hieroie
valor of Arthîur, tic nîanly disposition
of Mauluthe fortitude of vouîîi-
MaI;cduiff, or the dulI, vet wviliil
obedience of Williami, tliere is always
a muarked confornîitv to real life aid a
toucl of nature iliat niakes the whole
uvorld kimi. \Ve are drawn totis
Slîakesperiami cliildren because of tiîcir
freshu ncs-,s anud originality. Tliey
lighuItetl ip our lîearts wluen oppresced
by nuany cares amd troubles.
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