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TI-E HOMECIRCLE.
LOYALTY TO HOME.

IBY J0II.. TEAZ.

Loyalty in ite general!y ace-pîted ineai.ing denotes fidelity to king or
country, and aa such wc have it often exemplified ini history. Iný the
sixteenth cent ujy, when Philip the S, coud of Spain assewrn5led biis
armies for the eonquest of Englancl, Elizabeth, England's greatest Queen
appealed te the loyalty of lier people; and wliat a transformation -took
place. A frail meî'chant service soon becanme a formidable fleet, and the
raniparts of the nation wvere tilled, as if by magie, witli brave and 'willixîg
hearts. ready te liurl defiance at the wiclced aggressor. Again in 1860,
Lincoln, in our neighbouring 'nation, appealed te the loyalty of bis
countrymen with a similar resuit. During four long trying years, the
American atuiosphere was heavy Nvith martia music, the thrilling drum-
beat, and the steady tramp, -tramp of armles going forth te victory or
death. This priricîple, biowever, is i4ot confined te the sphere of the
nation; uer is it always on the rampart, or the battlefield that it lias its
noblest exemplification; but in the buninng fiery furnace at Babylon, ini
the llon's den, at the stake, or in the lever strieken city, mnu or womèn
are found loyal te (led, te truth, or te suffering huinanity. But as the
beautiful flower bloomin'g on desert or mountain top, when transplanted
in the gardeni eften shieds forth a rier fragrance, se this principle wlien
found in the home, or family circle, appears, if possible, more exquisitely
attractive. There, the husband and wife, nioving in a sphere made sa-
cred by the formal, marriage bond, and the stili stronger bonds of natural
affection, and sanctifiec3 love, and the children nurtiured frein infancy in
the sanie hly atinosphere-here is the nursery frein which men and
-women ever coiae, te, stand loyally in the more promineut posts of duty.
Tiiere is somethiig indescribably attractive lu the faxnily'eircle wliere
the niembers are ail loyal te one another, and to their home. We think
cf Eden, but the 3erpent entered before there was tiine te draw a picture
ef it. la sucli a home the par'-atal voice le ever heard like the stili

eniali voice cf conscience itself, only, mnore meilowing in its influences,
the nanies ef fither, niother, sou, daugliter, brother, sister are holy
thinga; fbey fall like music orn the ear, they are but differer.naines for
the one family bond-bui different, parts e the eue family chord, which,
touched anywhere, vibrates everywhere. It is a place inte which the
joys aud sorrows, the hopes aud :fears of a £lousehold are rzured, sud eut
cf which ail equally, willingly drink; it la a place arouud which the
world itef revolves, ini iLts varied and maultifori develepînents. Men
and things are tesAe by the home standards, weighed iu the home bal-
ances, and if found wanting, ever afterwards remain ou the other aide
of au iznperiahable gulf. Boys go forth fromn ancl a home te noble
daring and doiug; girls aise te liallew earth wlth their footsteps, te du-.
plicate Eden iu ail it loveliness, aud to maire a conception of? the gar-
den possible even te the depraved ind. E'il men shun such a, holy-
place, even the slimy serpent ltaself miglit weIl pause beforeF, entering ias


