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,AN INI)IAN% SUN 1)ANCE.

it would be a strange sighit. No,
fo i i ard andlcrel and( a

part of heathenl worship).
Let us listen to iMýr. Gilinour, as lie tells in.

tie Leajiet of onem-hichi lie saw iii the North

"You aslzed nie for sonie descriptioni of mi
1Indian Suni Dauice:

Thc Iîdians-that I have met wvitli-be-
lieve that thiere is one God over ail, but tliat
to his white chihirea HIe gave a bookz (the
Bible) to teacli thein liov they are to serve

lM, Nvhile to his re(l dhil(reil lie gave ino
book, but by visions, or dreanis, that corne to
certain Indians iii cadi baud, hie niakes
kuowva his Nvill towards thein. Thus it is
given by drearns to a certain Indian, that for
a aumber of years lie is to have the conduet
of Mie sun (lauce, and lie becomies the master
of cereionies.

iDuring Mie w"intcr or surtûnier precedixîg thc
dance somne of the Ixîiiffaîs ]lave dreanis that
indicate that by going through somie of the
sun-dance ordeals. citlier tie torture, or fast-
ing, or dancing ordeal, lie or soine niember
af lus farnily wvill get relief froinu sorne sick-
ncss thîey rnay have, or tlîcv will carai pardon
for sone past îuîsdeeds.

A date is flxccl upon for holding t.he dance;
and word i sent to the other reserves, anîd a
-%eek. before the Uinie Mile 'iiosbegin to
arrive. Thiisiiterval is spenitiiliîorse-raiîîig,
g;îmbling, etc.

A sort of pavilioî niade of long poles is
crected, and inside this skeleton af a bihh4ing
Uhc dance is held.

Thie three principal featuires of thc recent
Lizar1 Point (lance -were: fasting, dancing,
and the torture.

To a number it Nvas revealed bv a, dreani
tlîat, they shouild fast, and for thrce days and
three îighîts thîey nieitlier ate îîor dlramuk, and
kept continually blowving on at little -whistle,
sudh as boys arc fond afi nîaking frorn the
branches of sonie kind of buish.

The daxicers slîufllecl their feet ini a ciurnsy
sort of way, keeîîing Uie to the lirai ing of a.
large druni. Thîis Nv.s K-ept up for pcrlîaps

twenty minîutes at at tinie, viUhi a.breathing
space of anc air two minuites between 2cdi
danîce. Thie saine danîers eontinued during
the thrîec dlays and tlîrce niglîts. aind without
brcaking thîcir fast.

he torture coîîsists iu pinchiing up Uic skin
on each sliouilier iii front; thirougli tlîis double
fold of skiîî a hiole is pierced, and at stick rua
thro.:gh the two hales, ta cithier end of tlîis
stick at stroîîg string is fastenied, aid at a dis-
tance of a fcw fee t froira the body tlîese strings
are attacecd at thîe saine point to a long rope,
whîiel, at a considerable licigît, is fasteaed
to thîe centre pole of thc pavillon.

Tic nman tIen Mcans back Sa far thiat the
weiglit of lis body cornes on the rope, and la
this position sways to and fro until the skia
tears out, or until, as is frequently thîe case,
lic faixîts. If lie succeeds la bearixîg up until
Uic skia. is tori out, thmere is great rejoieing,
the spirit is pleased with the brave mn, and
and ivili grant thiat for -whiiclî the torture is
borne.

In anc case thîe ilicisions were lu, the back
of thc shaulders, strings wcrc fastcned la
thiese hales anîd tied ta thc skull of a bufflol;
la tiis way lie -%valked thrce* tunes arouud
Uic pavilioîi, dragging the skull after Ihîii.

Oiily the Indians whali have been gîîided by
drearns participate in thiese lildeous rites, but
aIl the otliers are tiiere as spectators.

As. sooîî as the dance is declared over, every
ludiaîî flids lus teuit and inoves away, as Uic
spirits wouhd be much displeased if any
should rernain. la thie vicinity of this saered
ground. The lmaviliouis are luever touched
aftcrm~ards,, and are never ubed a second tUe.

Thîis is ail very sad to lis, as it intust bc ta
ail Christians, but "%e -%crc 1 lc1 sed. tliat none
af aur pnp1 ils, not even i h r. eules, cx-
prcssed any desire ta sec the dance. I thîiak
thîls (lance behangs to the chass tliîat lias been,
recently, by law, for-hi(dcn, 50 tliiit.we hope
they have hîad thîcir la.-t.suii-daiice.'

Whcen Robert 'Morrisou sftrtcd for China,
-tn iiereduilonu Aniericani said to Iii. ' Mr.
Morrison, (Io you tliîk (luat yoia eau ialze
anuy impressioiî oui tIc Chiincsc? «« No," wvas
thUe reply, " but T thiîîk thep Lard eau."
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