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COLUMN FOR THE BOYS.

(¥rom Chambers's Edmburgh Journal §

My Dear Youxa Pricsns.—You will not
fuil to observe, s you nerease 1in years und
stuture, that people nre governed in their con-
duct not only by certam Inws ordanmed by le-
gislative assemblies, and which they are hound)
to obey, but by a caniety of rules and urrnngr-f
ments imposcd by merely suciety at large, aundf
sanctioned by the foree of custom. You must
understamd that the laws for governing man.
Kind, such as those for punsling the wiched
and protecting the peaceable, nee not more ne-
cessary for out welture and comfort than those!
inferior rules for regulating onr general beha-!
viour, and terms of tntercourse with each oth-
er.  Itis of great consequenee, for the attnin-
meat of tranguility and sunsfaction of mind.,
that every hmman beinz,whether old or young,
rich or pour, should so conduet himself as not
to ;nve unnecessary pain, by wid or deed,
neighbours, or any one with whom they come
in contact. By attending to such un arrange-
ment, the fechnrs of no one are hun; all
live on terms of hindly consideration one to-
wards unother 3 and e as passed in a state of
compaanve ease und happmess, wstead of -«
condimon of vexatton and harassment,

Itis unfartunate chat notwithstandine all that
has been printed and tanght respecting the
utibty and extreme desieableness of people
conducting themselves according to rules fon
good manners, many refram from dong so, und
either tahe a wiched pleasure 1w behaving
rudely, and speahimg intewperately and eoarse-
Iy, or are ahozether careless how far they of-
fend in eversthing thatas decent and orderly
Sush persons, nowever, err from pgnorance.
‘L heir muds are untramed 5 and we can hard-
ly expect propriety of hebuvionr from them
ull educanon has culuvated and refined then
faculues.  Ifrom yon who are sull voung—sull
in the way of lenrmng—and who will hsten
to an advice given by one whe anxiously la-
bours to put you on the wav to honour and
carthly enjovment. I expeet henter things. In
order, theretore, that you may pass hite agree-
ably, and permt others to do the same, T have
to mform you of the important partuenlar, that
attention to good manaers, is absolutely essen-
tinl.  You perhaps ask me to explan what n
i3s that coustitutes good manners,  Thatl shal)
do m as ample a way as possible, lenving your
parents and fmendsto G ap the minor details.,
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arand leading pont 1 goad mangers
is sn o nct and speak as not 10 offend the feel-
tnrs of othera. At tisst sight this would geem
to be of casy accomulishments yet atas very !
difficalt.  One can @ive pan, or offend i so
many ways—fur st e, by bemng bosste.
rous, noisy, talkatne . ey, pert, v, sell-
conceited, and opim antne, by speakmg sub.
jrets disagreeable to the hstener, by speahing
too much of one’s seify, by stargus tudely, and
by committingmany other absurdues of hebn-
viogr i compuany—thiat you require not only
to be well gronuded in rales for woud mwauners,
bat continually on your guard, lest you ane
offence, and by <> doing render yourself haied
and despised. Tn oader to render yourself a-
greeable, you must, as amntter of course, mive
up a Iittle of your natural mdependence. You
must o upan the principle nnphed by the ex-
clamation—"¢T shdl do as T hlke—I cate for
nobody —1 will not be tramelled by nny set of
rules ;™ fur no one has a rizht to hive i society
and enjoy its blessings waless he 1< prepared to
yield up a small portion of b s sel%will as the
price. 1€ lie wili not conform to the establishe
cd rules fur governing <ociety, he had bettes
retire to the fields, nnd hive hike o wild beast
or a cwvage.  Toe detnoumshing feature sn
the conduet of a well-bied peeson s, the doing
and sy g of overy thig watlia perfect ca-e,
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quictuess, and decorum,  He allows nothing
to ruflle lus wemper, or to discompuose his quie-
tude of behaviour,  He enters a room quieily
thongh by no means stealthily —he sits down or
rises up quictly, speaks with sonvity and gen-
teness, and conducts lumself tn every other
paracular i a way ealeulated to please. The
potnt waorthy ob your notiee heie, 1s the quiet-
uess ol mumner—the ropose — the decorum,
which s assocrated wath the beliaviour ol the
person of good brecdang. You wiil never ful
toremark the teverse s the case of sndivd-
uals who aie heedless of the rules which are
ubserved an culinated socicty. Lok at the
conductof anill-lhed man.  He cuters a room
with norse, sits down and rises op wath noise,
speaks with nowse, and every thing else he
does is done with noise. It would scem that
he eando nothing quietly. When he sets down
a chanr, he cavsesitto knock agawst the floor;
when he sits ot table he makes a nose with
s knife and fak; when he hiows s nose,
the acuon 13 accompumed with noise ; when he
speahs, 1t s wath nose 5 when he shuts a door
1t 1s with noise 3 when he walks every tramp
of s footas productive of nose. Nowse isthus
the charactenstic of thell-bred, as quietuess
ts that of the well-bred man, and 1t isscarce-
Iy necessary to wnfurm you that this nuise is
productive of any thing but ugreeable seusu-
tuons.  Nobody can pussibly Lke st: it mars
every one’s comfort.  T'o be hearty, to laugh
with those that lnugh, to cheer with those who
cheer, 15 quute a dufferent mntter ; the noise
we wention as soreprehensible s the obtrusive
botste rousnes of an traciable disposition, the
msufterable, the everlasting courscuess of one
who is utterly reckless of the feelings of those
about hun.  Besides bemng noisy, the ill-bred
man 15 easly discomposed A hittle tling will
putlum about. Loud exclamations of surprise,
angry bursts of passion, aud perhaps oaths and
unprecations, testfy  the irritabihity  of his
wind, and the illeregulated condition of his
manners, all which is most offensive to those
who have the misforture to mingle in his so-
crety . A thard peculianty in the bebaviour of
i tl-bred person, und one which is generally
the moct observable, s the uncouthness of many
of his actions.  Feehng abashed—althongh
e has done nothing to be ashamed of—he does
not huow hov to comport himself so as 1o
appear easy or clude observation.  In this di-
lemma he shifis, shuffles and tries varions ways
of siting or standwmg.  Ths most common 1e-
source ts meddling with lus hair, or touching
some part of lus face.  Tlius gnes employ-
ment to Ins hands, and hae, as he thinks, a
look of being at ea-e, wiile in realuy it is
gquite the reveree. 1 iray here inform you that
it 1s considered exceedingly bad mnoners to
touch either the hatr or any part of the head
or countenance with the hands.  In company,
ar when in any public place, you must take
care to avord dotng so. ‘The dressing and ar-
rangtag of the hair, bhe that of cleansiug the
fi.ce and hands, is a duty to be performed only
in pravate. Ineed lundly tell you that pieking
the nails, seratelung or rubling any part of
the body or lunbs, putung your fingers inyour
ears, and sinnlar mdecencies of bhehaviour, are
equally mconmistent with good manners. They
are actions which are exceedingly offensive to
spectators, and are therefore carefully shun-
ued by all persons possesang the shghtest seuse
of propriety,

In endeavouring to avoud givine offence to
those about you, 1t will be necessary for you to
learn to hsten with consideration and pruieuce
to the person whoas addressing you, particu,
larly 1f the speaker be a female.  Let your
answers be couched m civil obliwing language;
and although you have reason to dishelieve thaut
which you hear, do not contradect the speaker
suddly or warmly.  Meorely observe that what

iv snid **is remarkable; ¢ thatit may be so,
but you beard otherwise 5™ or, *there may bo
some nustake in the report,” and o forth § nes
ver, ot any rate, flatly contradicting, for that
'mghit give serious offence to one who maost
Iikely means no harm, aud who might be con-
vinced of Lis error by your politely explaiming
yourrensons for thinhimg d flerently from han,

When you speak m company, do 1t with easo

and without affectation 5 do not kam, and ha,

nd stammier, or appear to be seeking for fine

words wherewath to embelhsh yonr discourse.

A sinple sqiaghtforwad for of speech, using

the words you nre best acqumnted with, and

without any desire to show off, is always the

most commendable, nnd will be the nost pleas-

mg  Aved, also, the use of these vulgar ex-

pressions, which you hear conununlly 1 the

mouths of under bred, clownish persons, tuch

ns—** says she,”” “says he,” ¢ you ander-

stand,” and “you know;” hkewise such phrus-

es ug, “‘ Mr. What-d’ye-call-humn, ** Mr.'{*hing-

umbob,” and so on.

Itis true that all have not the same ability
to speak cleguntly or well; but all have 1t n
their power to pleuse by simpheny of manner
and purity of verbinge. Itis quite possible to
remder your couversation aceeptuble, though
you use very common words.  Oue of the priu-
cipal menns of pleasing in discourse, cousists
in not using any terms which can raise disa--
grecable ideas or recollections in the minds of
those whom you are nddressing, and this re-
quires the exercise of good taste, as well ag
perception of the degree of refinement of the
party histening.  Moreover, the ideas which it
may be legiumate for you to rase in matters
of busmess or in a particular description of so-
ciety, must not be brought forward amidst cir-
cles or in pluces entirely nappropriate for their
developemient.  Persousin the humbler orders
of goctety are generally too much nchoed to
sneer at all conventionnl arrangements of this
nature. They say that these ceremomal rules,
however much they may be suited to the habits
of fine people, are not for them. 1 regret
that any one should lovk upon gooud bieeding
in thiserroncous bght.  Iregret that any class
of persons shonld think so meanly of them-
selves, as to say that they are unworthy of er-
joymmg every possible amemity of culi:vated
suciety, It there be any thing agreenble in
good manners, why may not the poor as well
as the rich partake of the blessing?  Civility
ond politeness one to another, do not cost a
great deal.  They are the cheapest luxuries
which can be purchased 5 and why not, there-
fore, let them give dignity and dehght to the
dwelling of the lnbourer and artizan, as well
as to the drawing rooms of the titled aund weal-
thy 7 The truth is, the puor have it in their
power to soften greatly the aspenties of their
situation, by establishing and enforcing rules
of civility aud politeness nmong themsehves.
To what but to the absence of simple unexpen-
sive courtesies have we to attribute many of the
miseries of the humbler arders?  Are we not
told on Ingh authority, that *“ a soft word turn-
cth away wrath 1 Why then should any one
persict in an indulgence in opprobrious epi-
thets, umpure expressions, and all kinds of of-
fensine nctions, by wiveh ill-will, tamults, and
fizhts, ure prodnced, while by so hittle trouble,
he could  olify resentment, und make friends
mstead of bitter irreconcilnble enemues.

The lnd of complmsance which we are
called on to exeresse in our general intercourse
with the world, is particularly requisite i the
case of our mingliag in the society of females.
A beconsing attention to the fechngs and the
wants of women is the true mark of a noble
mind—the best erverion whereby to judge of
good manuers.  Rudeness towards females at
ance stamps a man as of the lowest Lreeding,
and, what is wolse, testifics to the budness of




