
IIOAJI-TAX ON WJLD LANDS.

wlîich flic recs <tngaustx dori (lud coinpeled( bit
to forego. Wh'lat ie it flair stands in fls way 7

WVhat dîlrclt!' Is il, whîclt lie who-e Ilfi las
been Pa:z.Ced Ili overcotîîîng iflille.s tiuds;

hal ui'n eqîîa t o 1It is a very :,imple, but at
rte Saille Illit' to very "etfler in flic îvowi, a
illo:1. seriotîs orle. i sUcWu fgo ocs

'Vo flic îîninitîîîte in the e initters it i
ncessary ho exîîlaîn, thai betm'cn tLhe :Util -

mntls lijaîle ilong flic lite of tlic St. Lan ret e
andl thle la nds amihlcîe whc arc coîil;lv %
caf lulfi tec -îols tliere are muiles of' t, fi-
provcd, Ilouigl ititiriuiniteLv flot of' ing'ninted
furebt lanîd. It i îisc'esý. as ait-l as I*oreii
to our lîresecnt pîirpose, tb crnqîlre irtu flic
origîn or'file sy-teuî of' large allotîucnts that
once prevalikd, or 10 trace ont flie gradu-I
relaxation oft' ei syvstemn which madle actîial
seulement a condition of' every grnnt of' land.

It i sulicient at wr'sn ho efer to flic inîis-
pîîîable. licts, tîtat tiee gants of' a former
da V have lnIc ltt J1 flic lhbtan's of one ýýeeI:oiî
a'filie couîn*rv f*rotii tfio-e tnof 'e.-î
retarded tlic general illiprovellient oriftlic Prov-
ince,-Iiaive aîidcd b i lie uiilîiiv, ofr a lir. t

set1eiic'ii~-ta e rii cl t hinîv %%-l()siCC
fl'' Colilibat(,gl Ilose dliiicil:îes of' thie fuid

me:îsuire of' ;td a*ntzt«e i c) %%fl(Ich t litv wcre
en .t le.-- av e (i n liii' hope and wtth tflic

ifntnton t)i tukring h I'eýe aecnnld e els.)
gîven burth Io aL oyel f ta', illn , i1h>t flic

natutre ilid eun-qwn.-es of' which it i s omir

1îrcsunt obet tii em.ilime.

As early as 179:3, a-secsients for local pur-
poses, bucl as builing and repairing guaols and
coort-itouosc-.. paynient 0f gaolcr's salarv, tie
sapport and miunuîtenance of' lri>oners, jpayinent,
of' fee.s to coroners and othicr mfkradtanv
afller district l wlm es, re il»poý-eul ipon h

plosesors of reut and personat jiropîŽrtx' in flic
P>ro% ince. Thte prinemiîle fmrsc. ivloited \v-," aa
classification of flic inhabitants accordînc 10
thie actual value of' thmeir proîlerty, wlmîchl waU:
lef't to tlic jîidgîent of' the a aesr,:ndl caci
inhabitauit %vas fiable t0 a fixeci rate, as'cori4mn,
to the clasz %vîtlun whtch flic i'alîto of limý pro-
perty placcdl laim. Afier eoute yeair:,lowvr
(in 1311l,) Instead of els thé-it inhlabutantzs,
and ittuosing, a tixedl rate on) ftuti accordîngle,
propcrty îtsciW %vas iecllLreo ratoable, lind a
value was placed on tire difféerent h-tnd., of real
and ptrsonal estate, accorubng lo Nvihîch asýcess-
imients %vcre t.o lie ctliLrglc( a-l'1i kvied. 'l'lien

ci tivated lune wmîs valocîl nt twenty shillings
lie acre, uîneui'tivatcd nt C'our Elitllmgas .lots in

clifieront tumis vaitid accordling t0 the 6120
anid Impîlortancc 0fth plcîlace ; liolîses according
bu Viîe imtuber of Storieýý, flic niiterial of' wiel
tliey were bluffî, and flic mnimber of' fire-places;
aîîd personal propcrty accorimîg to its assumed
rela-L'ivc îrlce. No tmitJiority %va,-, hoivcvcr,
Ilien given lu reco% er these a-ssessmients except
Ih dis;tre's andc ,:ale of' the groods and rhattels
of' flic uwncr iiîaking de!faîiilt. In ittlO fîîrther
prolsilons on Ille satmeprtncipiewere nmade,îvtth
lin important addition as respected uinoceopied
lands. Eaî'lm treasîtrerwsas recjuired to kecpan
accolintout'rates against Euicl lands in bis
district, mmd îomtloriiy ivas given, whenever
dtstrcsýs bliotild bc f'oîînd Ilîcreon uit any subie-
quent perioci, to i.liraîin for all taxes %vluich
liait beconie due wlmîle te land was îinoccupied.
If' file rai es m cre suffered to relîtain in arrear,

tîtey, were inicasr'd one-uhirdl ; if 4n arrear
tive veatrs, tltc itiurease n'as ili tlic proportion of'
orle hlt' and if ili amre'r cigrht vears tlmey were
theci'rtli doubled. In îlie.sanie vear, also, a

iax 0f' of-eglî ot peînny lier acre wL~s lid~
tîpoii ailîl lands, towards f lic improvement of
flic r Thi. uis n'as consdcreul oniy jusi, as
ilie inhîliîts m Jioýr lirolieri ywais inchided in
tîme ùesiutroils wL're oligel 10 peiforrm

F ba',umî labour in piropiortion bo flic ansounit of
tli,"ir as>e>ýed ?ir(jl)e-tv.

'lle objeet> a hIidci the Legislatuire scemn to,
have l1:11la vi fitmaV lie thttîs siaîcd : sI. l'O
cnt'cîrcc a prol)ortii>nate conîtribuitionm froni the
non-rcýmîlcnt owncrs of' wild lande±, botît for
generzul cltstriî't pnr 1 ioses:, and for îîtaiiing the
mails in the fowtnhiîs wlcrc tr lands %verc
anci. îIof inuce the seItle;nent of' %vaste
lanîl.s, la' tlîbjecting tîteni, wlmtle in a state,

wleh vîchid imo pîrescrnt return to thoir propri-
edors, to taaaf iton.

eJi"- nc'atiiiienls étlu nof. hoa'ever, prove
Fiifluicutl' f'or fle a.te.Iinicnt of their objecas,
andtif rcînecv flice defcct anoîlier law was

1î.ased in îtt&. lmic'h authîorized the eale of
landis ilIum thIicli thcse wecs 'rc in arrear,
or . 0 niucl thcrrof' as %vas nccess.ary to raise

flite mriount. An opporhuîitt %vas affordcd to
thie owner Io rcileeiîî flic lands so sold is'it.hun
ticleue nontns from the flme of' sale, by paying
flic Cali aiouint m lici the purchaser )lad been
calîcîl mîlon to advance, together with twenty
puer cent. ut mîpon 'the expiration of' twelve
iicentir. flic property solci fer taxes was irre-


