
THE SITE 0F THE TEMPLE.

.~The Temple was bujit upon the sum-
S mit of Mount Moriah, a spot already

consecrated by the Trial of Abraham's
SFaith, and the sacrifice offered by David

0-on the threshing-floor of Araunah. The
rugged hli-top was Ievelled into a
series of terraces, the peak being re-

0served as a foundation for the great
ai atar of burnt offering. The surround-

ing courts occupied the receding levels.
~,from this central and most sacred spot.
saThe precipitous rides of the rocky bill

were faced with masonry, some of the
stones of wvhich were of enormous size,

.Eand are stili in their original positions,
dO*bearing upon them the quarry marks
Sof the Phoenician stonecutters. At the
Ssoutheast corner this outer retaining
Swall rose from the Valley of Kedron to
Sthe dizzy heiglit Of 300 feet. Within

'othese walls, and supported by massive
..E arches, the solid floor of the temple

court was laid, palaces and colonnades
el were ere&ted and trees and shrubs

'eE planted. The diagramn in the margin

ci (taken from Bietiers Bible Work) ex-
2 hibits the comparative heights of Mounts
SZion, Moriah and Olivet. The rock
.~foundation of the outer wall of the

*~temple platform is shewn, the line above
Sit represents the present surface. AI-
Sthougli no streamiet now meanders

'à" between Moriah and Olivet the true
:e2Kedron lias been found stili fiowing
8over its ancient pebbles deep below the

-S rubbish which now forms the surface of
thgoud The Temple built by Solo-

ci mon in B. C. ioo5 was destroyed by
SNebuchadinezzar in B. C. 588. The

.~second temple was built under the
Ssuperintendence of Zerubbabel in B. C.

*.3 516. This building, having become
Sgreatly dilapidated, wvas almost wvholly
Srebufit by Herod t.he Great, and was

C à finally destroyed by Titus in A. D. 0

~ The sunbeama of the orient day,
' ~Saw nought on earth more bright and fai r

~ ~But desolation swept away
o And lef t no lorm of glory tbere.

~, But. God, who reared that chiselled atone,
S Now builds upon a higher plan,

P- And rears the columns of bis throne,
flis temple in the heart of man."
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