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Deacon Coldstremn was most emphatically against
it; and he was the most influential man in the church
except Mr. Grace, who was very wealthy and welk
Jiked. But he was a very quict man, so Deacon.Cold-
stream usually had his own way.

“Oli—oh—oh 1" wailed Avis, to whom the little waif
seomed strangely near and dear. “I am just going to
take care of her myself.”

“So you shall, darling, and we will all help you,”
50id Dot, hugging their pet.

After a great deal of planning with father and
mother the five girls actually assumed the responsibil-

ity of providing for the little “China baby,” o3 Avis

called her.

Violet was seventeen, Dot fifteen, the twins, Ruth
and Rose, thirteen, and Avis cight.

Quito an undertaking, truly.

“Another hegging society,” said Deacon Cold-
stream.

Dot shut her teeth with a little click to keep the
fuxtmy, saucy answer that rose to her lips from fiying
out. -

“We will not beg one cont,” she said.

“No,” raid Violet, “we will save what little we can.
The rest we will earn; but how #”

(To be continued.)

LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

Nova Scotia Branch.

Bridgetown—The corresponding secretary writes :
“The Alcorn Mission Band is holding its meectings re-
gularly, with a good attendance. At present we are
practicing for a public mecting. We received a very
nice letter from Miss Alcorn, for whom our band is
nwmed; also a photo of her class in Japan. At our last
meeting we had vigitors from the voungest band in
Nova Scolin, the “Venzey” Bund, Granville Fesy.
Some of our membrrs went as delegates to the district
venvention, and had the greai pleasure of hearing
Miss Veazey speak of her work ‘in Japan. We es-
tremed it a high privilege to listen to wne who for fve
years has done such work for Christ. As we listenad
our inferesl grew, and we fec! we know the workers
muel’ hetter, and that our prayers will he more fer-
vend. At Easter we held a tea with the auviliary, and
aised ten dollars.

New Germany.—The “Try Again” Band is meeting
regularly, thongh the attendance is small. One fancy
sale and a public meeting have also been held.

Riteev's Cove.—The “Blackinore” Band reports in-

;;rcasing intorest, wood attendance, and three new mem-
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Woodlaws “Workers” are pushing the good work.
Large attendance and four new members.”
MARCIA B. BRAINE,

Band Sccretary,
124 Tower Road, Halifay.

RECITA™IONS.
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THE LITTLE BIRC.

A little bird with feathers brown
Sat singing on a tree—

The song was very goft and low,
But sweet as it could be.

And all the people rassing by
Looked up to see the bird

That made the =sweetest melody
That cver they had heard.

But all the bright eyes looked in valn,
Ior birdle wuas so small,

And with a modest, dark brown. coat,
He had no show at all,

“Why, papa,” little Grecle sald,
“Where can this birdle be ?
It I could sing a song like that,
T'd get where folks could see.”

“I hope my little girl will learm
A lesson from that bird,

And {ry to do what good ‘she can,
Not to be seen mor heard.

“Phat birdic is content to sit
TUmnoticed by the way,

And sweetly sing his Maker's praise
From dawn to closa of day.

“So live, my child, all through your
life '
That b'e it short or long, .
Though others may forget your looks,
“They'll not forget your song.”
—Selected.
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REMORSE.

I killed a robin. The little thing,
With scarlet breast on a glossy wing,
That comes in the apple tree to sing.

1 flunz a stone as he twittered there,
1 only meant to give him a scare,
But off it went—and hit him aquare.

Lut as I watched him I soon could
see

He never wsuld sing for you or me

Any more in the apple trce.

Never more in the morn. =z light,
Never mote in the sunshine bright, .
‘Trilling his song in gay delight.

And I'm thinking every summer day,
How never, never I can repay 2
The little life that I took away.

—Spdny Dayre, in Youtl's Companion.
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*__ The Japanese understand very clearly the dungerous
character of the drink habit,— .

“At the punch-bowl's brink
Iet us pause and think,
What they say {n Japan,
First, the man takes a drink,
Then, the drink takes a drink,
Then, the Jrink takes the man!”
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