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thoy hala thc firet place. The. cat-selle
beiong ta couohologloal ganne hialil1,
and thora aro aimait a hundrcd pojea
of thotu scattorod about tise world, unr
own Atlantic shore being aimoat tha cniy
coaat whoro the haiits is not ropresent.
cd. la mny countrioa the animale arc
caton, and ovcrywhorc tise abolis arc
highly valued. TiIs groupa of molluake,
thoreforc, bas auroly onougli inteot
about it ta f111 a lisuro column.

Ini Southorn California tise gathoring
cf haliotis afforda cmploymant to a Iargo
numbor cf persoae, and a cenuidorable
commerce bas aprung up. Thora tise mul.
lnaka arc callcd "labalonca "-a word cf
doubtful Spani.eis4udian derivation. Tise
business in chiefly in tisa bands cf tisa
Ohincso, ana tinat it aboula Le s i vory
natural. At home thse Chinoe.wore, and
yot are, accuatomed te dry thea flesh of
thoir cwn baliotis (whioh e aidundant
fram Maliaya te Kamtchatka) s a foad
luxnry.. Finding in Californie, practi-
ceVy tise Sma mallusk, they at once
began ta gather the abalonos for tise sako
cf tsa mnt, tise surpluaaga cf whiob
thay driod in sait, aud ahippod homo te
Obiua at a gond profit. Aftor a time
whsite men bogn ta pick up tho sheila
threwn away, and to work thons ovor
iute, ernarnants and objecte cf jowelry.
Thus; apprieil cf tiseir vaine, tise China-
mon alec savod ail thc abolie8 tbey get,
and sean found thUe hait of tise catch
brought marc monoy than tise driod
fleash. Fer tbree cr four ycars paI tho
business in tiseso ri10e bas boen citen-
sivc,,but faremaro toit that thc molinakas
may aoon becomo extorininated. Late
information ccnceruing tisa abalone
flaisery han beeu reooivcd by thse unitod
Statos Fish Comniesion fram Mosars.
D. S. Jordau and NY. N. Lookingten,
tboir agente an tise Pacifie Const. Tisoy
teoll no tiai tise abalona.preduoing region
extenda fromn Sau Francisco to Lowar
California, San Diego boing tise princi.
pal depot entsis3. of tise capital, recoiving
larEoly (rom Mcx jean waters. Fer a
long lime Moxico, paid ne attention te
ibis trespase upon lier shores, but now
abc charges a liouso duty of aixty dollars
a ycar upon oery abaloue bont from. thse
United States.

Abalanos tbrivo boat among rocky,
woed-groiwn crga and recta altornateiy
exposed and submeorgea witb avery tide,i
and in a warmn chinte. Tboy arc vogo.
tarians, feeing upon thc son, vegotaiflas,
of 'which thoera je aiways un abundano.

iu snobs places. Their ilasby banc- or
"l(oct," upon whiolà tisa convex, car.
asapod aboli je carriod, coaccaling and
proecting tisa vital argans, ila "vcry
large, roundod at tba ende, and friugcd
with lhroad.lika tentacule, wbiob, whon
lise animal in protrndod from tiso aboli
bolow tisa surface cf thse wnter, are gontly
swayed."

Tisay molo very littia, and with groat
moderation cf gait. Tisa broad mscu.
lar foot io adnptc ]osa ta locomotion
tihou for adisosion, ,snd se etrong ie tise
farce with whiois thoy eling ta Uic rock-
witisdrawing tudr prelraol lobes, and
squatting flat-down st thc least disturb.
once - tisat il. aften in cxocaingly dfi-
cuit ta dotalcis thons, aven with tise nid
cf thse trowcl or apade wiiai e nally
carried by tii. fitihennien. .&notisor
mothed je te pour aven thons a susaîl
quautity of warm water, and tison givû a
sharp puah isaoways with the.foot. Thé
wa7m, daoishe surprises and dieguste
thon into relaxation.

TVue tonacity cf lite -in tutu nsoluek
ecens equal te ils; hold npon tisa rocke.
Mr. B. 0. Stearne, of San Franoisco,
writeas that hoe bas frcquently reoved
tise animal frens tisa oboli, by moens cf a
sharp kuite, sud thrawn il baol: juta tise
water, when "Il twould ai once descend
aud place itsoîf in its normal position
upon a rock, ta, wisioli il wculd adisero
with apparcntly as àuais tenacity as
betore it waïa depriva cf ils ehehiy
cavoning."

Tiîo ineai ot abalono bs long forned
an artiole af food in varions parle cf tise
wcrld-tse Chanel Islande, Freucis
caal, aud alang tise Moditcrranean
(where lisey boat it ta inake it tender),
Scuogal, tise Seutisea Islande, Malaya,
China, Japan, ana aur Pacifie canal. Il
was dcscribedl byoaAtiosnu, contur.
ie8 ago, asn"4 excaoedngly nutritions, but
indigestibla," sud holde ils repulatien
well. Mexico exportq il te ne under thse
ousIom-hauso heading Ildried aystcrs."
lu San Franciscoa nd Uic caaI towua
it je raroly eaton except by Chinese, wba
are tise oniy ancs wba galber il. A
simple precens cf saiting and drying is
ail ttisij ncceseary for ilsi pronervation,
in whicis shape iL je sent te China. Iu
order to gai a ton cf ment about six
tons cf living animais ýmusibe ooliocted,
sut thoane je ne telling how many indi-
qiduls tis represents. After boing
înred, abalone. moais wcrth. (rom five
o ton cents a potnad, and thse 'Value ci

Uhe crop whiols rancheo San Fraucisco
laet ycarsùpprsanoùod $40,000, distributod
nmong sme hundrode cf mon. Thoe
confit je now me slnipped cf tise haliotis
tisat tise Ohinoso finhormon are coin.
pollod ta resaort ta unfroqunted isianils,
traneportation te whioii afforded thons
by Anscrican capitalista, wbo takô thoir
psy in abolis, wisilo tise Obinoo retain
tise moat.

Thse trailo in abalono abolie, indced, is
cf twio ae muait importance, flnaucially,
as that i-i tise flash, sjncn il nmcuntcd
ta nanly $90,O09 latit yaar. Soma
Amerioans aiean eongagea in tii
bueinoss, ana tise fluiehing cff cf tho
sheila fur market s wholiy 'n t.heir bande.

Tho aboli cf tise haliolis ie one cf Uie
mont briliantly beautiful in ils interior
of any known. Tihe lustrous, iridesc-ent
curves cf tise nacra, refleoting aevary.
ing and priamatia calera in ondlena
profusion deight overy eye. in aged
speoimcua the part te wbioh tisa adductor
musole ie attacoisd ie raieed aboya tiso
lavol ot tise rosi cf tise interiar, and
proennte a rougisened or carvcd surface
cf irregular shape, aftn fancifuliy imi.
tative of soine aller abject. Tho writer
bas sean one whicis thue conlainod a
singuiarly correct profile or modailion of
Napoleosi I.

Qtide, thse sheus are usually rotigis
and unattractive, excepî te thse marine
zoologiel, irba finde thonseupporting a
smali forcat ci minute vegotable ana
animai ferme, aud harboring miorosco.
pie lite of grent interest. A. curious
case cf a langer parasite. in nuntioned
by Mr. Stearne, whorc a haliatis lied
bau attaokeci by anaîber nxoiiusk-a
boning bivalve known a ,savea, whsiehs

a out ils way througl i e heil. Ad.
vsed cf this enemy, tise haliotis bad
defonded ilseif by adding coatiag upon
ccating et nacre s a bnlwark. boîwaen
hlm and hie toc, until, as tise navea pro-
grcsed, a large knob wa8 builtin thse
interior cf the abalona'a ahdl.

The oselle are usually sont to Sau
Francisco tram tic Iower connties ini
[the reugis, sud are tise men cf conzider-
able speculatien amang tise captains cf
ccasting ventuïes. The price peai; fer
thons by merchants varies greatly; an
average st year wanld be $50 ar $00
a ton. Fran Ban Francisco îtley, are
shippod. bath te China ad Là thé Esèters
States. In China they are breicen up
ana used for inlaying iD connection with
thse lacquer work for wbich the CisineBe


