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truth’ovinced by tho general reception of hie mot
=1Well, that is what I like—no affectation —-no,
not oven the affectation of Christianity ;" comwen-
taries on Soripture which cut away tho very
ground they pretend to clear; books an logio,
philosophy, or 8o called history which attack
openly or by implication not only tho ontworks
but the vary citadel of faith and reason, —all such
will now Lo at least moro clearly understood
Thoy will not pass unchallenged. Tho hnzo is
dispelled.  Mon seo gach othier’s faces clearly

8o much will scarcely bo disputed. Many
have, iudeed, been brought into contact with
what they might otherwiso have escaped, but the
goin has on tho wholo been great.  Some, and
amongst theee o fow, Lut only n very fow, of the
abler tnen of tho University, remain, as might be
oxpected, perfectly and scornfully unmoved by
the exposure and condemnation of tho views they
havo adopted ; but the great majarity bave been
dceaidedly strengthened in sound principles of
faith. Extcrnal causes have, no daubt, had mucl
to do with this result—tho condemuation of the
book by tho Bishops—tho praceedings of Convo
oation, whicl, by-the bye, are much studied hiero
by othicrs than those mentioned by the Bishap of
Qloucester—tho articles in tho Quarterly, Chris
tian Remembraneer, Literary Churchman, and sther
papers and reviews—tho letters which have op
peared in your own columns, espreinlly Dr,
Pusoy’'s—the tone taken cven by a body ®o cn
tircly secular a4 the llouye of Commons—tho
goneral consensus of the c'ergy —ard tho pretty
generally expressed opinion of the well-educated
and religious throu lout tho country.  But there
have been wmore direct agencies at work witlun
tho Univarsity, and of these the most prominent
have been the nnmercus sermons preached regu-
larly beforo tho University or at different pulpits
to larger or smoller portions of tho whale bady in
tho course of tho Leut lectures. The churchies
wero densely thronged to hear these sermons,
ospeeially when it was expected that the subject
of tho day would bo handled. Men had heard
opinions which ecemed to bo subversive of Chris-
tianity put forth by those in suthority, aad who
rctainmr that authority; they wanted to hear
what competent judges would say.  Not that any
cf those sermons professod to givo claboroto an-
swers to tho viows of the Essayists. The absur-
dity of claiming thatany such thiog should boput
out on tho spur of tho moment has been summar-
ily shown by Dr. Pusoy and others. Oano must
point tho reader, not tho auditor, to a long array
of dofences of Christianity extendiog from the
times of tho carly Christians to our own. These
proachers, cach from their own partioular point,
cut away the root of tho plant which has sprung
into such portentous growth. Tho differonco of
tho nuthority on which we receive the Holy Serip-
tures and all other books, tho naturo of faith, the
osuscs and consequences of indulged scepticism,
tho right uso of reasen, tho limited nature of our
intellectual facultics, tho constant recurrence ia
all ages of the sort of attacks which now excite
80 much alarm, tho powerlessness of all rational-
istio achemes to mect the real wants of our nature
~—these, and suoh fundameatal points as these,
woro ohicfly solected by tho preachers already
alluded to, And it has been shown forcibly and
in detail that thoe criticism 50 uasparingly applicd
by tho Rssayists to the Qld Testament goes in so
many words to deny the Diviaity of our Lord,
who has himsclf asscrted tho literal inspiration
of so many parts of it.  Perhaps, indeed, no view
is moro advancing at Oxford than that the ancient
heresies, which atruck in onc form or other at this
cardiaal point of Christianity, aro these which in
a subtler form aro at tho bottom of the cssays.

Muck has been done by sermons at Qzford, |

much by tho influcnco of enuses oxternal to tho
place, yot still moro has been effested by tho op-
portunity which tho controversy hias afforded to
tutors and othors for denling with individual
minds, Tho number of thoso who hold opinions
liko thoso of tho Essayists has nover been great;
and tho old cry of more sympathy with any cause
which liappens to bu run down for tho timo has
becomo nenrly worn out. It is felt to bo very
well for school boys, or freshmen, but is hardly
worthy of thoso who aro old enough to understand
both sides of a question.  And some, with keener
perceptions than others, ask themselves whether
it i3 quito certain that the Kssayists are the
weaker side, noting, as thoy dv, the ominous
allianco, which scems to be springing up botween
these writers and what we must desiguate as the
conrscr and less educated world outside, to whose
intellectual tastes the Times accommodates itself,
and thu bulk of the nowspaper-press.  Desides
tho nntidotes already enumerated, the circulation
of two or threo new books, which, though not in-
tended as regalar answers to tho cssayg, contain
wmost important matter in regard of them, has
been eminently useful to tho reading, and there-
fore tho leadiug men. Dr Moberly’s beautiful
Sermons on the Beatitudes, with lus Profaco on
tho Essays, have made themsclves folt all the
more from the intense intecest which sumo of
them preached before the University last year,
exciled at the time, and Professur Ell cott’s Hul-
scan Lectures have come most seasonably to show
tow a profound scholar, thouroughly acquainted
with German theological literature, can challenge
ull comers and walk in the old paths with a vor-
crence for tho complete inspication of the wholo
unmutilated cauon of Scripture uever cxceeded
in ancient or modern times,

PVerhaps, too, the membera of Oxfurd and other
Universities have an advantage over thoso who
dwell cleewhere in the wider knowledgo they
po-3sessof tho state of these controversies in other
places and days. It was gaid of the influence
excrted by Tracts for the Times, that it was owing
to a fow men who had read taking by surpriso
the mass of their fellows who had not read.
Thero was a gmain of truth in this superficial
viow There is much more forco in it when ap-
plied to the present case. Tho acquaintance
with German and English neology is fortunately
not very widely sproad, and tho study of theology
has 8o declined at our Universitios that oven
thero is far less readiness at using the weapons
which really oxist ready forged than thore should
be. DButitis there bottor understood than else-
whero how entircly the Essayists havo boen in-
debted for their ideas to tho English of other days
and tho Germaus of tho present, and this convic-
tion is doing its work in stripping the book of its
proteations to originality and ability. ‘The better
informed are no less astonished than indigoant at
tho manner in which statcmeats alrcady amply
refuted abroad are hero paraded as if notbing had
over been said ngainst them. In the present
stato of German literature, it is said, so strong
has been the defened of the faith, it would bo im-
possible to agsert in that country much that has
been thus unblushingly put forth ia our own.

Such aro gomo of tho ourrcat thoughts of a
very large portion of the Oxford world, But

along with this increasingly clear perception of|i

tho true position of tho controversy has gono o
very deep and wide feeling of tenderness towards
opponcents. A very liberal construction has been
put by many influential pcople upon the state-
ments of tho Essagiz.s, and there has beena great
shrinking every where from any overt action
against them, This is no doubt the result of tho
painful struggles through which the Uuiversity
passed some yearsngo; it is s part of the hesita-

tion which wise men fool whon thoy bear tho res-
pousibility of ongaging thoir countryin a torribla
wor. It is oalso probably conncoted with that
activity of spcoulation which the peculiar studies
of Oxford have tended to foster, and which ncoug-
toms men to tolorate great divorsitios of opinion;
whilo very much of it may bo attributed to the
strong hopo, which is ecarccly cven yot relin-
quished, that some of thoso among t*o Bssayists
whoso errors Oxford most deplores would, when
thoy discovered the mischiof thoy had oceasionoed,
act tho noblo part of confessing their fault to the

!world. Tho pesition taken up by tho writers of
tho forthoowing Auds to Fuuh, most of whom are
Oxford men, will probably exerciso groat influenco
on the future acts, as well as tono of thought, of
tho University.

It may not unfitly concludo theso romarks to
observo that, as if in tacit defianco of tho withor-
ing tondency of unwholesomo speculation, nover
were tho distinctive signs of a devotional spirit

i more visiblo at Oxford than throughout tho Lent
! which has just passed away, At no timo havo
tho scrvices of tho parish churches—and what
city can boust so many churches in which the
services aro conducted in the best manner I—
beea betterattended ; the Lent sermons, of which
we have had an admirable course, moro generally
listened to; tho spirit of the season Leen more
widely influential.  T'his Easter has found some
‘thlngs worso amoug us, but very much also that
i# sounder and moro hopeful than at any former
recurrence of tho jojous festival.

lREl’OR’l‘ OF THE BDUCATION COMMISSION

, Editorial of the Cuardian, April3rd,

Tho Report of the Education Commission, which
has long been looked for, was presented to both
Houses of Parliament on last Thursday wock.
It is, therefore, now before the public, and is o
document which to most of our veaders will by
full of interest.

The Commission has sat nearly thrco years.
It was appointed under Lord Derby’s Ministry,
in June, 1858, and appears to have been seleoted
with great care, and with a view to givo a fair
ropresentation of all partics interested in popular
education. Itsmembers were tho Dukeof Now
castle, Sir John Coleridge, tho Rov. W. C. Lake
and tho Rev. W. Rogers, Me. Goldwin Smith,
Mz, Senior, and Mr. Miall. The fairneas of such
a sclection is indeed undoniable, for every kind
of oducation, and almost of opinion, may bosaid
to havo had its representative. It was another
question, whether amass of such indopendent
atoms was most likely to coalesce in practioal
conclusions, or to sum up theirresults inasories
of uumoaningcompromises. This dangerappears
to havo been avoided. It is plaio, indecd, that
thero wore two parties in tho Commission—nor
could it well have been othorwise in a body which
comprised SirJohn Coleridgo and Mr, Misll—and
o mivority sign tho Report with thoe resorvo that
«moro solid and lasting good would haxe been
done had the Government abstained from interfer-
cnce with oducation.” They add, howover, that
«sthoy havo felt it their duty to regard the ques-
tion as it stands after twenty-nine yecars of a
policy opposed to their own; and on the rejection
of their own vicw, thoy cordinlly adoptin the
second resort, the scheme of assistance approved
by tho majority of thewr collengues, which thoy
regard as better in every respect, and, abovo all,
as afarncarer approach tojusticothan tho present
cxtremely partial system.” In this protest the
Commissioners scem to have managed to merge
their differences;and the Report has undoubtedly
the merit of grappling boldly with the numerous



