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JU7ST l-0(7,4ATD 1.
Ereally ileed a special supply of
grace for midsunimer days,-or

YVperli;?ps a special grace Io nmeet tue
denmands of thîc scason."

I t wtas a Iittle housekeeper wha spoke suddenly
(romn tle diniug-raom doorway. She made a
prettier picture tlîan she knlew, wvith tic rolled
sleevus, thie ttucked-up skirt, the brown Jiair
bruslhed damply back froili tie forehead, the
flushicd face aud tie big bluc eycs looking haif
petiflant, liait carncst ; while a large wvooden
spon in lier baud auJ certain stirnulating fruit
odours ivIîicli cxhilarated througli the open door
gave emphiasis ta lier words.

1 lookcd up fron. mny book. " Couic aud talk
it ovêr," 1 said.

"VWeil, if y,.u don't nîind my leaviug the
door open, s0 that I can kcep anl oye on those
proserviug kettls-"

Suic crossed the dining-room, taok aI lotw
wooden rocker, aud sat dovin beside nie; and
togetlier %vc looked thraugli tic broad low-
ledged oasternl windoNw out upon the slîaded bit
of lawn. Pý-.oud it was the ve-etable gardon,
tie raspberry busbes ladcned %vitli their crini-
son berries,-tlhe t recs, the broad common, and
thon tic slowly rising Iiills-magiîified by local
perspective iuta' muountains.'

II: was the intense lient of midsuumcr carly

Thcy were soon forgiuen
Ana now sin no mnore.

Patience and Priscilla,
And dear Prudencc, too,

Soon wcra callcd the sweet P's
They so gent/a qrew.

Sa the naw-found liowvers
Then tuera called the sanie.

Thus 1 end the Ieqend
As 1 tel, their nama.

Yau a lesson each us,
Blossonis dear tue loue,

For to earth you ding fot,
But climb strright aboue.
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afternoomî. Not a leat stirrc 1 uponl the trees;
tlîe grass droaped lauguidly eveni i:1 thie flood of
sulighit, die criinson fruit burned dully iii the
heat.

The triple stillncss oi country, season and
liaur %vas about uis. Event tie inisect l1%1ni %vas
stilled; aud tlîe only souind tlîat reaclîed lis
wvas the soit bubblc of tic preserving ketle.

1 . is almost too '%'arni ta talk, it is certainlN
toa ivarnm ta tink,"protcsted the housekeeper,
as slie reaclîed for a fan. - Thzý. first ks nuch
ea-si;r than the second, yau knowv. Continuous
tlîouglit is aul effort ; thiat's anc o imy reasos
for that first statement.

11We have a way af calling J uly and August
vacation tinîe,-whicli neans, 1 suppose a
condition ofi nmptiness-or uaUîisin:ess. But
it is rcally tilt: niost trying tinie ai tlîe year,
and the fullest of tenîptations and worrirrents
for iînast af us."'

Il 1H-ave a glass of leilonai.de," I urged, lauglh-
ing. "«Two prescrvig kettles anJ a thcr-
moilleter in tlîe nlincties is a ratlier trying
conibinatiomî."

,Well, the fruit wouldn't kccp. Aile hio'%
could T know dhat jane's nîotlîer wvauld fall over
a wnasl tub, sprain lier w~rist, and necd niv
reliable' during this especial week:'
The little liaus,.ekceppr enipticd lier glass, anci

acanecd back willi a more restfül look upan lier
face.

'lQt« course, 1 ani not ret'erriiîg tothe people
Who go to the se.aide, c~ross the ail the
lakes%, or %eek the miountain tops, ilitis a\ oiding
the excessive lieat-and the teinptaitions ; but
to Ille niass or hlîuntiv, in the chies, towvns,
and eoLIntry places - - for a1 hot day in the
i.ousitry is as unendurable as it isayhrc
Who ,imiply have ta beau the heat, plus the day's
dui ie, and~ to accomplish ais iuch hlgi îhinikilig
and noble living as ks possible under such
adverse circunistance.

"Special grace-I should think so 1 Why,
wvith the physical relaxing tliere ks sure ta be a
corresponding mental and spiritual l~eig

-people are hard>y .11ware hoti. niuJ czli If
respect and moral backbone tlb.y owe ta-
clothes. No, 1 do nat nîean ht iýî anv Ca' --
lytean sense ; - it's too warrn for ' Sarter
Resartus'; 1 mean just these ordir'ary every-day
gai .nents, prosaically considered.

- ov, cloilles are n amficlion in stiltry id-
sumimer da3s ; we are in continuaI disconifort
becauise of themn ; w.e indulge deshabille, wi'
v.'nture toilet relaxations, we rectice etir gar-
ients ta the limnits of the proprieties, and our
moral and spiritual status relaxes iii correspond-
ence. A due observance of the conventioralities
and full dress go together ; and how can a mari
be properl3' self-respecting with ithe conscions-
iess of a wvilted collar, or a wvonan with limp

The little houseke per wvas smiling ta hierself
niow in hialt amusement, but tic thread af
sincerity rail tlîroughi lier bamîter.

-Nov, at tîxis minute," slîe wvent on, I da
not feeI tlîesliglitestdesire ta be arrayed in citiier
sî;îrchcd mnsins-or manners; and 1 haven't a
simigle spirit-ii aspiration. 1 should like ta bc-
a merrnaid, o' Jusky squaw ; but silice nleitlier
of these is pas - le, a bath, a louingimig gawn,.
a French novel, zn~d a hianîmiock are my de-
.siteratta ni.

-You sec, dear," iwith a iniurnful sliake of
tlie aut-brown hlead, -oanc does feel sa dicad,
fully af tic carîli, carthy, iii August days.

-And then theré, are tlie petulamices and
irritations. I-Iusbands and childrcu arc fre u!
babies crv, ana bce'.es get int the flour; t'nere
aie sunhurns and mosquitoes, long choky
iiglits and languid mornings, niouldy bread
anîd :iuustiness ;-sucli a strang sense of huiman-
ncss, sucli a weaik seulse of divinity !August
miay be vacation tinie for the oody, but. it's a
busy seasonl for tie povers aocf l-fu
iiiects ta iniquities. Again 1 decl;îre tliat we
nieud a special grace for nlidsunir ier days. -

The little housceper graspi d lier woo'lert.
spoon and retreatcd to the kiicmen.

Tvo liaurs passed. 1 lîaJd %vritten a Jetter,
liad a. haîf-lir nap, made a frcsh toilet ; and
wvas a-ain ait the windaw wvith my book, wvlîes

'-,le -. ,Lre r c:isp musîmu govi, lier hair wvas
brn.idcd glo;sily, the flush wvas gusic-,witli the
spoon, auJ in lier liand wvas a quaint china
bawvl full of freshi-gathcred raspberries.

««~V We ill have «i deliciauis cup of tea pro-
ently, and sorte fresli Cookies," silo saUd. Il I
is five o'clock, and jack won't bo home until
seven. Haw cool tle lawn looks ; and do you
notice lîow,. prettily the breoze rustles ilhase
whiic-lincd paplar leaves? The suna will he
beliind tlîe mintain at six, andl thon we will
have a drive along tlie river hink. WehJ
nicet Jack at thie Jepot ; and Ilicrc's a new
mooti, sa wvc netd flot hurry home. Do you
like nîy muslin? and nren't Atigtst evenings
lovely ?

l \Vhv, wlîat lias h;îppenced in tic pala two
haurs, littie wvaman? " 1 askcd.

" 1jane lias coie back, and T hiave put my new
dress on," sho said simply.

And 1 was -inswercd. FAITII FENT0siO.

Next they ail decded
Thcit froin snowy white,

Each the hue womid alter
To0 sanie colour briglat.

Where thcy got the dyc stuif
I can neyer think,

But soon ail tuera coloured
Purpie, blue and pin<.

OnIy gen tic Prudence
Y/arc the sbnAple white.

She tlought wearing colours
Was qutcfjar fron right,

But as she went tuith them
In their bright array,

I.


