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to theso philasaphical divines, these * great thinkers,” when Jesus eaid,
<Al power is given to me in heaven and in eanth,” he must have meant,
*“'To me is committed the right of inculeating docteines on Jews and
heathens,”  When ho saya of himself, ¢ Blefore Abraham wag, 1 am,” it
was ax much as to eay, “Already Jong before Abeabam, God dotermined
an the plan to send me ag a teacher of victue into the world Aad wlien
Jesus 2aid, ** Let the dead buty e dead,” the ncaning is, * Let the
siravesdigger buey the dead”  This system of interpretation eommuenced
with Dr. Paulus of Heidelberg about the year 17705 and with, him it
onded.  Mis disciple, Christopher Fredesick Anumon, bollly endeavored
1o reduco all the miracles of seriptura o the level of patural events, and
to deny that they contained a single supernatueal clement,  The
statement of mach absupditioa is a sufficient refotation s and henco Dr.
Wanllaw pais the case with his usual point and precision in the follow-
ing Ianguage te—

* Aro men really worthy to ho reasoned with, who ean satiafy them-
relves with alleging that the vision of Zecharias was cffected by the
smoko of the chandelicrs of the temple ; that the magician kings (=0
ealled) with the offerings of myrrh and gold and incense, were three
wandering merchants, who bronght home glittering tinsel to the ehild at
Bethichem ; that the star which went before them was a servant hearing
a flambean ; that the angels in tho eceno of the temptation was a caravan
teaverring the desert laden with provisions, of which they tinistered to
him; ® * » that he did not walk an the sca, but only by it on the
shote; that he did not tell Peter 1o find a picee of moncy in tho fish's
mouth, but to catch as many fish as would scll for that money 5 that he
did not raise Lazarus from the dead, but gucsacd, from ho natura of his
disease, that he was only in a swoon, and happily found it so; that the
two angels in tho tomb, clothed in white linen, were an illusion, cavsed
by & white garment ; and that the transfiguration was & storm—s storm !
that scone of heavenly grandeur whose very etiliness we conceive to
have heen one of the clements of its sublimity—a breathless stillness,
unbrokon save by tho whisperings of the cclestial visitants, and the
divine voice from tho excollent glory."—Pp. 237, 238.

But it is manifest that snch & aystem could only bo upheld by doing
the gr&mut injustico to the very letter of scripture, IHence Strause,
,anothet “great thinker," arosc, and resolved Al revelation into a series
of myths. What is a myth?  Strause, in his lifo of Jesue, affirms that
when the most honest witness gives evidence in a court of law, ho uncon-
sciously mingles his own feelings, imagininge, and reasoninge, with what
he really sees, and that this compound of truth and error, of imagination
and obscrvation, in properly called a myth. In like manner, when the
cvangelisis saw ono of Christ's wonderful worke, they deseribe the event
from their old Jewish stand-point ; they attribute a supernatural character
10 events for which they could not otherwise account, and they uni-
formly confound their own reasonings with what came under their own
s mmediate obscrvation. ‘This explanation, it has been asserted, will
account for the discrepancics in the various gospels; and it has been
said, that it is tho province of this destructivo criticism to destroy this
mythical shell, and to exhibit the kernal of truth. Most certainly the
authors of this foolish system destroy both kernal and shell together.

It is obvious from this imperfect sketch, that the progrese of error is
ever variable and downward, Ammon ridicules the system of Taulus,
while Strauss pours contempt on both. Dr. Tholuck is now writing
a history of German rationaliem, in which its connections ant
tendencies will bo fully developed, and in which it will be doubtless
rendered apparent that “the world by wiedom knew not Ged.”” Dr.
Wardlaw does not indeed enter into all the minutim of this system of
German rationalism ; but he gives a sufficiently full account of it to
satisfy the curiosity of most readers. We commend his work on miracles
10 our rcaders, as one of no common ability, and which every man, in
this age of controversy, ought not only to read, but also 1o study, who
wishes to give a rcason for the hope that is in him.

Discourses Preacusp oX Variots Occastoxs. By the Rev. Robert
Mc@3il), St. Paul's Church, Montreal. Montreal: How Ramsay,
John Armour & Co. Toronto: A. H. Armour.

The Rev. Mr. McGill has been long and favorably known in Canada,

as one of the supcrior class of Presbyterisn ministers—a class, by the’

way, not too numerous—and consequently, a volume of sermons from

him might bo expocted to camnmand attention, and no doult it will,
though pothaps not 1o the extent it wanld have done, had the disconrses
boen of n more purely doctrinal or expository character, and not, as
soveral of them are of & mcre Jocal hearing, and peculiar in their refor-
cnees, to cvents on the causo and consequences of which there is a dif.
ference of opinion.  The authar hax elovon sernoas on Lave of Goun-
try 3 ‘The Authority of Taw; God'a Chastisement of Cities; Respoct
for the Burying-places of the Dead ; On Graver; The Cometery ; Death
~how came it? Deathewwhat is it? The Dead—whera aro they? In
tho Child dead 1 Death—the fear of it a bondago ; Peacein Christ? The
Preccdent Claims of the Spiritnal in Religion over the Fxternal ; The
Religion of Feeling; Christ—in 1Tim was life ; The Sanl—a Book.

Ax a Canadian work we hopa it will have & wide sale, and take the
lead in opening the way for the Intraduction of a higher and better kind
of literature than has hitherto, except to a very insignificant extent, come
from our press.  We would recommend it for congregational libraries,
ne well as for private purchase, It is highly evangelical in ita matter,
and elcgant in ita diction.

Frvatx Pisry s or Tis Youna Woman's Frirxp axn Grioe Throven
1arg 10 ImsorTariTy. By the Rov. John Angell James. New
York: Robert Carter & Brothers. Toronto: A.H, Armonr & Co.

This is an oxcellent book, and should be read and atudied at every
firexide, by matron and maid. Tt is designated the # Young Woman's

Friend,” hut thero is much in it for the * old wcoman ;" and even the old

man, and the young man, too, may read it with pleasure and profit. It

should bo in evesy family and charch library,

—

Tne Mrsstan 1x Mosss axn Tax Prornrrs. Dy Fleager Lored. New
York: Charles Scribner. Totonto: A, H. Armour & Co.

This is a well written volume, on an important subject, and indicating
considerable research. Tho objcct is to prove Jesus Christ in the Pen-
tateuch, and that tho Ancient Church had its faith resting, as well as
the Christian Church, on the Cross. Indirectly, it argues against Unit.
arianism, by maintaining that the Christ, the Jesus, the Immanuel of the
New Testament, is the same with the Mesaiah, Messenger, Adoni and
Elohe of Abraham, and that, by various designations, he appeared in a
form like that of man to tho Patriarchs and Prophets. One chief bear-
ing of the whole is in regard to Jewish unbelicf, and & valuable gift it
would he to a Jew, if ho would read it, to show him that his Mesiah
has como already. It is delightful to find one of the rotired «“ merchant
princes” of New York employing his leisure and his talents in such a
cause. ‘The work has obtained alrcady a deservedly large sale.

Miscellancons.

MY FATHER—A HYMN FOR CHILDREN.

——

Father, thon mad'st this little frame,
Fashioned with wondrous skill ;

To thee I dedicate its powers,
Teach me thy holy will,

These cycs shall read thy blesacd word,
And learn my duty there,

And gaze with gratitude and love
Upon thy works so fair.

Theso ears shall hear the gospel sound,
And holy hymns of praise ;

This voice shall tell a Saviour'slove,
To him glad anthems raise,

These hands shall hind the bleeding wounds
Of sorrowing children hero ;

These feet shall run on errands awift,
Theo sad in heart to checer.

This beating heart shall love and blcss
Al thou didst dia to save,

O Lamb of God, who bore for us
The thorns, the cross, the grave.

My Father, help & little child ;
Grant me thy grace, I pray,

To live thus wholly unto thee,
Throughout life’s little day.



