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286 THE WESTERN

members of the Synod were much pleased and touched with
their reception,

Our Indian Mission Fund demands the most carnest con-
sideration of the Synod, Some of the older missions have
been taken up by the FHome Mission Fund, but most of the
others in the Province of Munitoba, since the reduction of
the 'C. M. S. grunt, come upon the Indian Mission Fund.
The remaining  Indian missions in this Diocese, most of
which arc in the Province of Ontario, are still supported by
the C. M. S.  That Society, in addition to the salary of
Azchdeacon Phair, and $200 from the Finlayson bequest for
this country, still gives a block grant of $10,100. 1 am happy
to inform the Synod that the Socicty has most kindly sus-
pended any further reduction for two years, but I am in-
formed that this has been done against the wishies of a large
minority. and ont of counsideration for myscli and my opin-
ton, This is not very satisiactory. This pertod ol two yeuars
is intended to give an opportunity jor the organizing of the
mission scheme of the Church in the Dominion, but what
that wil! wnount to is, from the circumstances that 1 have
laid before you, doubtiul—but we need not look into the fu-
ture. The present position is sufticiently grave. The Indian
Fund at the beginning of the last finubcial year had a credit
balance of #4065,  During the vear there was at one time 2
heavy adverse balunce.  This has been reduced to $211 by
the cffort in the East of Archdeacon Phuir, for whose work
we should be very grateful,  Oaly casual sums can be ex-
pected till next Epiphany seuason, and before that there may
be an adverse balance of $1,500. How is this alarming de-
ficiency to be met 2 It is only fair to the Exceutive com-
mittee that this should be considered. 1 have dwelt vear by
year during my whole Episcopate on the duty of our peo-
ple to give 1o this Fund. No Christian Church sheuld be
satisficd unless it is making an cifort for the extension oi the
Gospel outside of itseld, and certainly for us, aud indeed for
the whole Church.of Canada, the Heathien Indian and weak
Christian Indian congregations have a first claim. God will
he found richly to bless those, who muke such <fforts for
the szke of Christ and precious souls—bless them, perhaps
not in the giits of this life. but at any rate in their spiritual
peace and joy. 1 think we could do more for this fund.
Many of the collections are small—iar under what the Ex-
Frequendy the collections are
only taken at one or two centres. It is a question whether,

ceutive committee asked.

in view of the urgency for larger wmeans for this fund, it
would snot be better not to tie the collection to the Epiphany
scison, though it comes in with cspecial fitness at that sca-
son,  In that case Archdeacon Phair, persoually or by a
deputy, might advocate and explain the work in a number
o parishes and missions.  There is but little opportunity jor
this in the short season of Epiphany. 1 cannot leave this
subjeet without expressing my sense of the bright promise
o the future of missionary work that we have in the growth
of the Churcliwoman’s Auxiliary to Missions, The Associ-
ation met with & grave loss gt vear in the death of its able
and devoted president. Mrs. Cowley, who had been brouglhi
up in o omissionary atmosphere and was always given to good

works in all directions,  But the Asocintion kas made cn-
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couraging progress in the past year, It is taking root w
many parishes,  Every promise is thus given of the healtly-
est kind of mission interest, that which is spontancous, and
not simply dependent, on sympathy with addresses of -
ported speakers. It was pointed out at the annual meeting
of C.ALS. Association Secretaries in January, that the mark-
ed progress in some parishes and districts was generally due
to voluntary local workers,

During the year a hospital has been maintained at Dyne.
vor for the Indians, under a competent and experienced phy-
sician.  This is a most useful and much-needed philanthropse

work. I commend it to the support of the members of the
Church,

The committee that was appointed to counnunicate with
the Baptist Body, on the intrusion into our Indian missions,
prepared a careful statement, which was placed before that
boedy ; but no reply has been received and the interference
continues, 1t is Jumentable, when there are so many bodies
of Indians, still heathen, that this Christian Body should, in-
stead of ministering to some heathen tribe, spend its abih-
tics and means in disturbing our work and unsettling our
converts, It will probably be desirable to publish the state-
ment,

Since the last meeting of Synod an important arrange-
ment has been agreed upon between the Dominion and Pro-
vincial Governments for the settlement of the School Ques-
tion, and a measure has been passed for carrying that ar-
rasgement into effect.  Many of us would be glad ii there
was the opportunity of imparting religious instruction,which
the Church of England possesses in England in its Volun-
wury Schools ; but it is useless to think of this in view o
The Geteral
Synod, appreciating the condition of the country, passed re-

cur limited means and sparse population.

solutiors affirming that it is essential both for the commun-
ity and the children that there should be religious instruc-
tion in the primary schools ; that a hali an hour c¢ach school
day, and, if possible, the first hali hour, should be given to
religious instruction ; that reasonable arrangemcents should
be made for such religious instruction being given by the
ciergy or their deputics to the children of their own Com-
munion, or by the teacher in the case of Communions agree-
able to this, that, where the above cannot be carried out, we
shall rejoice at the introduction into the school “Course of
Studies”™ of such religious instruction as shall include the
teaching of (1) Sclections from the Old and New Testa-
ments, and (2) the Apostles” Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and
the Ten Commandments,

The cvident intention of the Act passed by our Legislature
is tv afford the means oi religious instruction jor the chil-
dren oi those who desire it, withoat interiering with the best
sccular instruction possible in the circumstances of the coune
ry. I the Government and Schiool Trustees administer the
Act iu this spirit, there will be an opportunity for sccuring
almost all that the General Synod desired, and that, 1 be-
Heve, in our circumstances is at all practicable with cquul
treatwiemt for all rcligious bodies.  But there are provisions
in the Act which make it possible for the intention ci the
Act hicing irustrated, as, owing to the very small attendance




