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poefuning, until she beeamo entitled ts them
—50 these are under iy care at present.’

*\Which, said Lad Malcoln, * I bope
will not be be leng. \zoll. my dear cluldren,
1 ara overjoyed at your guod fortuno; and
now our gaiety must ceuge for a time, whioch
I shall not in the least regret.’

1.ord Maleolm, who had passed Intherto
s o pour Scoteh nobleman, about to comnwmit
peeat folly in marrying a country squire’s
daughter, failed not to acquaint two or threo
of Lits most confidential friends with bhis in-
tended wifo's great recession of fortune, tho
news of which he knew would travel post
Laste through the clubs in London.

“13h. demmit " exclaimed the Captan to
Lord Henry Bayntum, as he was lounging
ut the club window in St. James street,
* that fellow Maleolm has picked up one
worth baving, after all—just two hundred
thousand yellow boys—'pon houor, what a

rize "

*\Vhat do you mean, Markham 2
Lord Heury. . \

“Phat Lady Constance, Will Beauchamp's
ribter, bas bad that amount left her by the
£arl of Annaudale, aud she i3 engaged to
Maleolm* .

*I'll bet you n pony it is all chaff, rephed
Lord Henry.

*Done, Bayntum—mako it fitty,
dred, if you like.’ i

*No, apouny will do; but how is the bet to
bo dec.ded ?2°

‘Doctors” Commons, old fellow—read tae
will—no mistake thero.' .

Lord Ayrshire, slthough experiencing great
rolief 1 the diszppearanco of Miss Dougias
from the fashionnable world after his rejec-
t7op, could pot suppress bis cariosty, on
eeting Lord Malcolm, to know the truthof
the reports in circulation, and congratulated
him on bis good fortune,.
tbings very close, Malcolm, between yourself
and Miss Beauchamp, although I suspected
10w the cass stood.’ .

« You forget m‘% warning in Tattersall’s
yard—tbat Miss Brauchamp was certainly
bespoken, if not Miss Douglasalso; but a
*wilin’ mon maun have bis way,’ 88 Wo say
in Scotland, add had you followed my ad-
vice, you would have spared yourself the dis-
agroeable necessity of being further entight.
ened on this matter.’

‘Ob, then, I sappose Mr. Harcourt
bas informed you what occurred in your ab-
sence ?'

*No, Ayrshire, not a word bas os¢aped Mr.
Harcouri’s lips, that I am aware of, on this
sulject ; but Lady Malcolm bhas of conrse
confided to me your propossi for my cousin,
which you may fecl agsured will go no for-
ther.

I thank you, Malcolm, for this kind con-
sideration, as you know it would not be very
agreeable to havo this little affair going the
round of tho clubs. But may I kaow to
whom your too lovely cousin is engaged, for
such I am told is the case 2°

*You expoct me to keop your secret, Ayr-
shire, and ask mo at the same time to reveal
anothers ; is this consistent 2’

+No, wy dear fellow, obviously not; but
iny reason tor intiniring is, that were tte
thing not definitely arreaged, I should be
disposed to renew my st to tho young lady
hergelf.)

¢ And that wonld unquestionably be attend-
ed with the same result, added Lord Mal-
colm, which at once put a stop to further
questions.

Tho second morning after this cxplana-
tion, whils Mr. Harcounrt was busily engaged
readiog tho debates in the Honse of Com-
mons, the footman brought in & caxd, saying
the gentleman was waiting in the hall.

¢« Mangle !' exclaimed Mr. Harcourt; ‘1
don't know soy such person—wby did you
admit hun ?°

s Ho stepped in befors T conld ehu$ the
door, sir,” replied the man, *although I ssig
yon were not at bome.’ )

« Most extracrdipary conduet,’ muttered
Mr. Harcourt, fassing and fuming with ner-
vous trepidation ; ¢ but I suppose, my dear,’

inquired

ora hun-

¢ You bave kept}P

W‘Wﬁ-‘mmwmm
tence, 08 you represent tns gintieimaliio

be, rephod Mre. Harcourt, now ganing
courage, * tha properly was entailed both In
the malo and female line to the descendonts
of the elder brauoh of the family, aud there-
fore, my nisce is undoubtedly heiress at
law, as the only obild of Mr. Cameron
Douglus)’

I think, sir, woshall be ablo to show
that the dced of entail was nat properly re-
gistered according to Scotch law, and is
thereforo invalid. Bul my present object,
sir, 1o calling upon you, is o stale that we
bave directed our agent in Scotland to serve
notices on the tenants of the prororty. not
to pay auy more ronts to yourself or any
porson on bebalf of Miss Douglas; but as
our chent does not wish to press heavily on
his cousin, L am further instrucied to say
that if, on producing the evidence requitite

to establish his claim, immediate possession |8

of the eststes is surrendered, he will forego
his right to the reimbursement of the rents
and profits rectived by you for her use since
her father's decease.’

« Very well, sir,” roplicd Mr. Harcourt,
writing lus eolicitors’ addr.ss on a oard ;
* these aro the names of my legal advisers,
to whum I raust refer yon for auy further
cownmunication on this most extraordinary
business ;" heariag which, Mr. Mangle, with
a sUfl bow, tnade his exit.

OHAPTER XLL

a——

¢ A pleasant pieco ot intclligence, truly,’
exclaimed Mrs. Harcourt, when the docr
closed ; * 50 we are {o refund all the money
we have received on account of that wilfal,
erverse girl, who would have married Loxd
Danby and been off our hands by this time,
of you had exercised your authorily 28 her
guardian ought to have done, and not guwven
way to ner ridiculous fancies about love and
such nonsenss.’

¢« You know very well, Mra. Harcourt, I
cotld not compel ler to marry sgainst her
inclination ; but as she is now under Mrs.
Gordon's protection, I shall resige my gnar-
dianship in favor of that lady ; thatis, io
the event of this young man establiehing his
claim to the property, or producing any doc-
nmonts likely to prove it ; this is the course,
my dear, I shall adopt.’

¢ And a-very wise one, too, Mr. Harcourt,
and the sconsr that is done the better.'

“Well, my dear, I will order the esrriage po

directly—go first into the city to see suy so-
licitors, and preparo them for a Visit from
this Mr. Maogles, and ¢hen call in Grosven-
or Square, to apprise Lady " Malcolm and
Mrs. Gordon of what bas} occurred.’

fhe consternation of ‘these two Iadies,
when informed by Mr. Harcourt that a
clajmant had arisen to dispute their niece's
right to her father’s property, may be im-
agined. They sat in mute astonishment and
dismay, as that gentleman proceeded in his
parrative ; when, at its olose, Mrs. Gordon
exclaimed, * It isall a trick, Mr. Harcourt,
a vile imposition, as my brother was never
married tothat-woman until & fow weeks
previoas to his death, and his youngest child
a daughter, wag- then two years old.’

¢« But how can you prove this, Mrs. Gor-
don ?—that is the question.’

¢« Dyihe servant who lived with him at
that time, as nurso to bis children, and after-
wards returned to this country with the wo-
men he had made his wife.’
a ¢ .é;nd whero is she to be found, Mrs, Gor-

on ?’

¢ Somewhers in Scotland ; but where I
cannot tell, although two years zgo she
wrote to mo for money, which I sont to the
address she gave me—Janet Maclean, Stran-
raer.’

*Then, Mrs. Gordon, it is nocessary to as-
cortain without delay if this Janet Macleun
gtill lives, and her place of abode, as she will]
bs & most important witness, sud oun her

evidonce our chief dependence rests, If we

*You are tvo basty, my dear Blanche, in
taking the olaim so 1mpudently advancad by
these unprincipled peoplo a8 a just and legal
one ; pray uo nothing hastily, and promise
100 not to offer such an insult to William
Boauchamp's love and high senso of honor,
as you propose. \We shull have the lawyer'’s
opin.on n a few days, and then it will be
time enough to determine how we ought to
actt

The next day, Mr. Maogle, baviog made
an appointment with Mt. Harcourt's solici-
tors, which Maovutie attended, produced tho
alloged marriage certificate of Archibald
Douglus to Susan Monkton, which Messrs.
Boram and Teagle baving carefully scanned,
pronourced to bo apparently an authentic
document.

¢ So far thon, 50 good,” chucked Mr. Man-
le, * and wo eball be prupared to prove by
Mra. Arciubald Douglss, and other witness-
es, the birth of a son, ten months after the
dato of this certificate, which I conclude
will be quite sufficient to establish our
claim.’

¢ Not quite, I think,’ observed Mr. Teaglo ;
‘{hero are some other points to be consid-
erad.’

¢ Pray may I be permitted to havea look
at that little document ?° inguired Macvittie,
19 the most insipuating mann.r.

+On whose behalf, sir 2 demanded Mr.
Mangle.

¢ Lord Malcolm, sir; Miss Douglas’ cousin,
who is interested in the fawily property, fail-
ing Miss Douglas.’

{0b, certainly, replied Mr. Mangle,
¢although I do not trustit out of my own
hands.'

<1 do not covetit, my dear sir,’ replied
Macvittie, adjusting bis epectacles on his
nose with great deliberation ; * pray keep it
in your own hand, which willdo very well
—just a trifle more to the light, my dear sir,
8s my eye-sight is rather dim. Thank you,
thank will do.’

« Well, sir,’ asked Mr. Mangle, ¢ you are
also, I conclude, guite satisfied ?’

+ Y8, my dear sir, perfectly, thatthe little
piege of paper in your hand’is not worth a
straw.’

Tho countenance of Mangle at this an-
nowncement underwent a change, which.the
keen eyo of Macvitue instantly detected.
¢ Ah.’my dear s, very, prettily exzouted, but

¢ What 2 demanded Mr. Mangle, im-
petuonsly thrustiig.tie paper into his side

cket. .
«X'do not attach any very great import-
axlzloe to your case, Mr. Mangle—that is
all.’
Will you state your.objeotious, then ?
No, Mr. Mangle ; I mast decline doing so
at present.’

“Vory well, gentlemen ; then I must wish
you good morning, and weshall atonce rro-
ceed to trial.

On Mr. Mangle's departure, Teagle asked
* What flaw did you see in that paper, Mac
wttie? I could detect none whatever.’

¢ The figure 5 has boen altered into 8—gand
I am quite satisfied, by the change in his
face, Mangle knows it.” Yetit is so cleverly
done, that not one man in & hundred woold
notice the very olight, almost imperceptible
{ to tho naked eye, differencen tlie color of
the ink.’

s Thig after 2ll is & very slender thread o
build & frame-work upon,’ remarked Borum;
t gnd if they bring forward witness to prove
the marrisge, and the birth of a son &s well,
we are done for.” _

* Ay, 1 they do,’ replied Maovittie, * that
little word if will decide the case ; but my
irapression is, they will not get over that al-
teration in the figure.’

Scarcely had Macrittie turned the corner
of Broad Straet, in the City, Where Borum

nd Teagle occupied apscious offices, than

immedfately sliown into MriBoram's private
room.: .
¢Well, my good sir; began the lawyer,

t. Haroourt drew up his carriage, and was,

favourable accouunt of bis wmterview withhd
lawyer, who, he said, strongly advised a
compromise. * Only think, my dear madam,
adaressing Mrs. Gordon, *of having to
make good all the money expended on your
niece's account, for winch we aro jointly
liable.’

+ Excuso me, Mr. Haroourt, you can only
be responsirle for the appropriation of the
rents, which you alone have received, with-
out consulting me in any matter whatever
relating to the property ; but surely the ex-

oditure Lias not oxcceded one-thurd of the
incomiogs?’

¢ You forgot Mra. Gordon, we have taken
a house in town, for the beuefit of the best
masters, several seasons in suocession, which
we should not have done onour own account;
havo kept extra horsos and servants for her
use, with an  expensive governess also, who
hala carringe at her command ; notto
mention dress and otber necessary items.
Then the outlay for repairs and draining on
the property, with the agent's salary has
amounted o alarge sum apnualiy. But I
shall beready to give an account of my ste-
wardship when required ; the point for our
presont consideration is, whether we should
not attempt to make terms with our oppo-
nents, before we are forced into a court of
law where all may be lost.’

* We ought, first, Mr. Harcourt, to haveo
tho opinion of the best counsel, before
making auy overturss, andto bs gmded by
their advice. Lord Malcolm is zone to con-
sult with his solicitor on these matters at my
request, and I bope tho case is not quite 8o
desperatsas you imagine.'

«“Well, my dear madam,’ said Mr. Har-
court, rising, * I shall he glad to know as
soon as possible how you decide to act,
although I anticipate almosttertain defeat.’

p————

CHAPTER XLIL

——

Blanche, who liad been present during the
Iatter part of.this controversy, after Mr.
Harcourt bad left, retired to her-own room;
and loeking. her door, sat down. and wrots &
few Hurried lines to Beauchamp, acquaint-
ing bim with what had ocourred, .sud
rellt;usingnhim from his engagemént ‘to her-
self.

She bad just sealed the letter and given it
to her maid to post hergelf, when Mrs. Gor-
don entered the room, telling her that Mal-
volm had felurped with a very different’
story to Mr. Harcourt’s and wished tosse
her in the drawing-room; ‘so dry youf
tears ;{or, my dearest ehild, depend upon it,
My, Harcourt has been {rightening wusfo
sexve his own purpose, in dread of having to
refand =il the money e has received.’

Malcolm having repeated his conversa-
tion ho had with Macvittie, and his opinion
of the marriage cerlificate, faming
Blanche, sald, ¢ Now, my dear girl, T think
Boauchamp will be offended if Ido not
write him full particulars, as in your present
position-he ought fo be consulied as to onr
future proceedings.’

+Qur position is now %0 completely
altered, dear Charles,’ replied Blanche,
bursting into tears, * that Ihave already
releaséd him from his engagement, which I
felt bound in honor to do.’

¢ And when, my deat,girl, did you write to
tell Will Beauchamp that Blanche Douglas
was no longer worthy of his love, because
a raseally imposter had claimed her pro-
perty.’

*This afternoon, Charles.’

+I5 the lettey ety =y =sousitive little
couein ?°

*Yes, I gave it to Alice, -to post hareelf.’

¢ Well, my love, then yom.have paved ms
tho .trouble of using pen and ink; fori
Beanchiamp; on.the receipt of thas;little deux,,
doesenot poet up to:Loudon-as fast 28 four,

{Borees can:eonwsy. him, mithouk stopping dsy,:

or nigbt, then, my love, I know nothing e

1disullect, condluded the conversal
pressing her hopes that she migﬁ‘fﬁ{'ﬂ
plncgd uoder the necoessity cf offending 1y
cousia by a refusal. ¢ The contingeney 3
POtt'h I trust.tgver arrive, my dear gitl; &2l
in the meantime, pray raiso ;
tio:!Ex to Charles.’ brey vo furtberole

here vas another point upon whi
was equally resolved to brenkpoﬂ' lzl;uh &
ment with Beauchamp, and she impled
her aunt to spare her the agony of an i
view with Lim, should he mive in Lexdy
Four days had now passed ; Blanche, frn
distress of mind and excessive agitatit;n,h.
camo restless and nervous to an alaret
degroee ; she could scarcoly b prevailed vy
to touoh anyihing either at breakfast or
ner ; sho would sce no one but berimmely
relations, and sat for hours together m i
own room, in dread of Beauchamp's army
¢ Ob, dear aunt,’ she ox:laimed on ths {4
evening, * why does hie not come ? wiste!
dotawe him ? Ob, how I wish your n}
interview with lum was over; I shay &
more resigned when that is past ; I shalh
deed, wunt.’

*Ifear not, my poor child, and dul
your sinking into hopeliss despondes;
and he, poor fellow! what misery m::;
him l'h

At this moment, a loud knock at the
reverberated througlt the hall, en tﬁ
Blanche sprang from her chair; * Ob, sz,
he is come, that i3 his knock; py;
be quick, and return to me as soon as px.
sible.’

Mrs. Gordon descended to the drwig
room, whero, pale and haggard, stood Bus.
champ, talking to Lady Malcolm andls
sxstu;i. Ag her entra;ce he turned quy
round, and grasping her hand, inquiredtu.
tily, “Where is Blancho ?* !

*In her own room, dear William, 131
am sorry t0.8ay, 5o very unwell that Ifar
yon,cynpot gee her.’

¢ Tl}en,.lf not now, I can see berto-mumny
morping 2’

Mrs. Gordon was silent,

¢ Does she.refuse {0 see ma at all, thn¥
he exclaimed, in amazement.

‘1t-is even so, dear William ; but toe
with me into the other room, and I+lu
_you what I'am commissioned to say.’

In xain Mrs. (Gordon urged all herzin
arguments to avoid an interriew iy
would bo so peinfal to both; in it
spoke of their altered position, and Blsw's
resolation to.break off her engagemestt
legs.she.was restored to her rightfol ithe:
tanos.

_ Beanchamp paced up and down tharxn
.in astate of mind bordering on distretic,
for some few moments, then confrontiog Y.
Gordon, said, in a firm tone, *Cease, (42,
-dear aunt, this mockery of my woe, 2 o
tell Blanche Douglas from me, that 1 vl
not quit this roof until I bave s refusslkn
_her own lips, seb ber, I must and will,

to | night.’

Mrs. Gordon still attempting to _diszh
Jbim from his purpose, he franticalym
‘claimed : *Go, dear aunt, this romest, &
tell Blanche, if she.will not see me W
shall never in tns world meet again.’

¢Well, then, if I bring her down withoy,
promise to be more cahwn, for she is &1

dreadfully nervous state.’

¢Yes, aunt, I will bo calm ; but,
her I will once more.’ ]

Mri. Gordon having explained the stshi
which shé had left her lover, and 433
Blanché what she dréaded frem bhis
.prevailed on her to see him, and she eakr
tho room in which he was still pacing lo &=
fro, lesning on her aunt's arm, {rembly
and almost fuinting from sgitation swde
haustion. ik

Beauchamp advanced to meet her, 8
geeing. her almost sinking, caught herinB¥
arms, saying, ¢ Come, dear-Blanche, conth
‘my heart once more, even it it ba for thels!
‘time ;'-and'stie fell :néarly senseloes 3

miod,

F?reﬁst, ‘sobbing’ convplsiyely.

To be Contimued.”



