
The Piroiliccy of Peter. 4

1keen nny exampie of sucb a destruction, and change cnsuing if,
as this, nt the coming of' Chist shouICI be. For since the fathers
;iel r.sleep, (say they,) even sincO Adz.ni died, ail things have con-
tintied as they wero [romn the beginning of'the creation. TIhere-
l'ore, the expectatioii of any such change of' the world, and the
state of thtngs therîqin (as is supposod) is vain and frivolous, and
nover to ho tuiltillcd.

Ver. .5, G. But those wlin suppose this, thant there bath
noever vet avy sach des~truction, and change hefallen t he crention,
and thence conclude, tbore is no such, nor shal eveh, they
iveighi and coisidoer tiot the universal dlelugoil in tho titne of N\ nh,
(when thc curse laid upon the creature l'or :nn-rn's sin, first solemn-
]y took place') hrouight as a like destruction. so a lil<e change
tiposi the wvord for the degoncration of the creature, as titis, at
the Second Coming ef Christ shahi be, for fte restoration and
renovation of the same, ini the day of the gioriotus liberty of the
children of God. For tho hecavens woro of old, and the globe of
the earth, consisting partiy of watcr, (viz. that of the great deep,)
and partiy amongst i-iter, Io wit, the clouds and flooc-gates of
heavea ngn about it ; ail framed hy the word of God ;by
which waters, the ivorld which then %vas, beiing overwhlelmned
%vith wvater, perisbed ; as it is writcîî, Gen. vii. 1l , &c. In
the six h)uidr-edtii yvar of*-Noah)'s Jifé, in O second mouith, the
soventeenth day oi' the month, wvero ail th~e fonntains of tho great
deep hroken up, and the flood-gates (or cataracts) of heaven were
opetod : and ver. 18, And the water provaiicd exceedingiy upoTI
tihe oarth . And ail fleshi died that rnoved (ilon the earth, both of
fowi, and of cattie, and of beast, and of every creeping tbing,
and every mari, ver.2.

Ver. 7. But tlic iieavons and the earth (tbat is, the world)
ivhiich is ao;v, hy tlic saine word are kept in store, reserved unito
fire, nt be day cfjudgment and perditioa of ungodly men; accord-
ing to the Prophecy of Daniel, 'chap. vii. 10,) who saw a fiery
streamn issuing and coming forth beforo the Judgoe of the worid,
aind the hody of the fourthi beust burned therei:h; and of Isaiah,
(cbap. xlvi. 15, 16,) who saith of that daY, That the Lord shahl
coine with fire ; and %with his chariots likoe a wbiriwind, to render
bis anger wvith fury, an.d bis rebukies with flanies of fire. And
that hy fire, and by bis swvord (i. c. by bis sword of lire,) the
Lord would plead with ai! flesb, and tho siain of the Lord qhai1 bo
înany. It may be, it is ofthis day, tho saine prophet Isaîab aiso
speaks, chap. ix. 5, ivhere he saitb, tbe battie of tho Messiah
should not be as the Il batilo of the warrior, witb confused nriist-,
and garm. -ýts rolied in blood, but with burning and fuel of fire."
For the old p, ophets (for the most part) speak of <ho Corning of'
Christ indefiriteivy and ini general, wvitbout <bat distinct ion offirst
an4 second coming, wbich the Gospel out of Daniel bath more
clearly taught us. And so consequentiy, <bey spake of the things
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