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thicy have killeti without punishmont, andi
boast of the namber of outrages they have
committeti %ith nnpunity. Moreovor,
whcenover an outnage lau comumitteti either
on Tanna or E rromanga, it is a motive anti
a stimnulus for tie natives of tbe otbcr
islauti to (Io the saine. Wlien thue Gordons,
wero kilicti, a numnber of Erromnangaus ne-
coînpanicd a Tabitian iii a bouit to Port
Jiesolition, to stir aup the Tannese to, kilt
the missionaries aund aIl conneeteti wvith:
themn, anti thon to proceedi to A.neîteumn to
complete the Yiork of destruction. Tliey
liadi heard that Mr. Geddlie>s church heuti
heen burneti, andi tîtat all the natives hati
become heathen. But iwhon they reaiehed
Tanna anti hearti tlno true steute of afihir-s;
tbat the bnrniug, of the chuuvhi ;as the act
of on- nman only, and i hat hie wrns aprisoner
for bis crime; nftcý trcating somne excite-
ment they rctinrned liome.

It inusat bo borne in mmnd thaut, as a gene-
rai rule, on these islantis 11o deliberate out-
rage upc>n life or proporty is ever commit-
ted, cxcopt on the auxhority of tîte eluiof;
because te, do.so is to declare iwar, and i u-
less a ebiief is prepareti te go to war lie will
not aule-w an outrage to be committed ; but
when committeti tbe wvholo tribe assume
tho r-espoisibility ofthie net. Littie eaube
saiti on behalf of therr bravcry oýr courage;
but thoy are naturally cnnning and tieceit-
fui; and- whiei wisbing to commiàt an out-

rage on a wvhite man living osteresibly under
thilr prûotection, they Nvil1 bring natives
frotn a distance te perpetrate the deeti, anti
then profess they cannot hielp it. One of
the few nets of stealing tlsat have occurreti
on this islanti for a long time back, anti
which took place sonne months since, ivas
contincteti on this principle, effecteti by
proxy.

Tbe pIon of ignorance eau no longer bo
sot up on their behiaif, as exuigyor Pallia-
cing their eonduct towards missioniries.
This xnight have beon useti Nvith sonie show
of reason twenty-five years ago, but not
now. Since tbat time, boclu on Tanna anti
Erromanga> they have hiat con tinnous inter-
course, wvithi missionaries, teeaebers, anti
misusion ships; anti for fouir yeaa-s before the
last outrages, missionaries hiat bee-n living
among them. They kuev that the mis-
sionarica and, all connected %vitli thien were
poateable; that they injureti no one, but
wcre over reatiy to do good, ns opportunity
occurrcd. Those crimes, whatever they
rniglt bc, were flot crimes of ignorance.

cs thc iis, the principle of blooti for
Wlood, or life for- life, the leir talionis, le a
principlo whicha overy native, even the mort

1gnorant and, degraded, understands per-
fecrtlytvel1. Dîvery one kiiows chat if lie
k-ilis a mnan, or coimits any similar out-
rage, lie is tioing au act for wvhielh a like

uniauhune will. be inflicted., as soon as the

frientis of the injureti have it iii thcirpo~
to do-so. On this point above ail otuetý
the la'v of Goti is Stili Icgibly wr1itten 0',
theïr héarts, thicir conscience bcnring ivit.
ness to their crimes, andti hir thouffhts ar,
casing thein of guilt. Iletice, wlieuevcr a
Dative commits ail outra"e on the life C!ý
propcrty of P. missionarv, iluc knIows that k~
is comiiting a crime ývhich exposes him-
self anti his tribe to punishmt-ent, ou his own
aekzncowledged principles. H1e expects thit
punishutient wilI hc inflicted on 1dim if it tt

posihe. H1e niay think himself bevond
tule reacli of piimislnaent. anti rejoice in kii
crimesi; but ho kniows wvelI what hoe ha:,
ineritetil, anti if punishiment docs not 1reac
hini, hoe ascribes it to the weakness, not t.
tÙ2 forgiving spirit, of the parties injiired
Miýen-of-war hi often visito(1 these isiandso:
but for the carlier hun' lesser outrages 11,punishmenoi had been inflicted ; the natiVts
hati been admonishiet, cautioned, andi threat.

'enodT till tbey conclucd tbat every visk,
would' cend only in words.

It must also ho understood th.-t Port
Ilesoluffion is the centre of political powver
on Tanna; the influence ofthe tribes prouiin
the harbor is feit over thè whole isianti. ht
Nvas through thecir influence that Mr. 3la-
theson's station was broken up, as ve!i s-,
Mr. I>atouu's. Tive years ago Mr. Cope.
lanti founti their raisehievouts influence i;
work on the opposite side of the island se
Black Beach ; anti it was owing cluiefly to
the saune influence, that our teachers %vûre
driven aiyay last yenr, andi that samo station
broken up. But for the kintiness of tht
captain of a trading vessel, -%vho gave tuiem
a passage to Erromanga,., ut is probable thât
the Dfflsprinq, on lier visit there, last yeâr,
mighit have founti the party nIl killeti. To
repress crime at Port Jiesolution, is to te-
press it over the whole islanti.

Sttchho-ingthe history of the tvo islands:,
sncbi beîng their muttual influcnce for evil:
susclb being the principles on whicli out-
rages are cormitteti; snch being tieir
hopes of committing crime with impunity:
andi sucb being tlue Ieading position of tbe
tribes aronàt Port Jiesolution for instigut-

ing evil, that, in ail the cireumstanees of
the cause, ît appeareti to be neessary, tital
the natives shoulti ho matie distinctly to
untierstand thia* missionaries, as well ue
other Britishi s'uljcts., were careti for, and
voitId bo protected by the reprosentaive
of the Britislb Goernenit.

1 cone. noNw to state our connexion with
the miin-of-w.ar, and- how- that eonnexdo:
orig-,inatetl. After the murder of the Gor-
(dons, a man-of-war, tlue P?/Torus, Connue
dore 'Seymour wvas sent tiown boere to cf.
quire into the matter. The Commodoe
visited Aneiteum, Tanna, andi Erromagu
but did nothing tino th way of inflicting,
pannisinent ou an.y of those conuecteti Wit
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