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LETTER TO A HOME CRUSADER.

DîRFizll--D,--Yotu were speaking
of Christnîas ini your last, and of the
wealth of purely niystical nieaning in
the word, îvhiciî the worid as yet so
dimily perceives. Thinking it over, 1
have been wondering, if even ive Theo-
sophists fally realize the very deep signi-
licarice of this particular Christmiastide
now so, close at hand ? Does it flot at
onie and the same tinie voice a pro-
phecy fuifilled and a prophecy of timies
to cone? "What was that old sain g-
which also ernbodied a comrnand, "1But
first inust the gospel be preachied to ail
nations . . . and then, 'iii the end
cornie." Thîe Gospel of Good Tidings
ivas and is and cati neyer be other thant
the selfsarne messagle of IlTruth, Light,
and Liberation," by wvay of the oid
Wisdorm Religion, ivhich is eveni now
being once again preached to ail nations.Carrhed around the globe, ail of good
will niay hiear, and each ini turn speed
the message onward, as the Standard
l3earer passes by.

And the IlEnd," is it not already
almnost at our doors ? The close Of 1897
will sec the consumtmation of t/as age or
cycle. And after?wîho shah say? Ican,
see only one thing plaîîuly, as in a vision
of the era to, conte, and that is a Build-
ing, a Temple, within the courts of
which shail be grathered as teachers
and students ail those engaged in the
work of uplifting Humninty. 'lhle
Presiding Spirit of this Temple knows
no ICast or \Vest or North or South in
Its impartial distribution of man-re-
deemingf knowledge and powver
\Vithout money, and without price, but
to the safe-guarded only. For, outside
of this tempele, are uphecavals of prevail-
ing institutions and stress and storni-
things that mark the transition phase
front the old age to Ulie new, and the
Sacred Science cati therefore bie trusted
only in the lîands of the tried and faith-
fui. And again, wvhat cornes after, who
shall say? Our Christmias visions are
l)robablY only pale shiadows of the
future gIoriou3: Reality.

NV'Iien I rneditate on Uhe Crusaders 1
olow a uine of Light starred h ere and

there with central points of flamie. 1
begini at Boston, and the flame there is
as a great pyraniid up-]eaping. Froni
Boston to New York. Froni Newv York
to Liverpool, London, and thence aiong
triangular bases to Dublin, where the
Fiarne becomes a Form Gigantic, and
s0 on to Paris, Amsterdam, Lerlin,
\Tienna, Athens. W'herever, in f.-lt, the
Crusaders have been and stopped, there
is the line of liglit, and the altar fires
kindled, sorne newv, sorne fanned out of
ashies that hiave long seemed dead and
cold, ail now burning brightly. 'l'le
golden thread of Love Light ruins on to
Ëgypt, and here the altar fire, once
breathed upon, becomes a sea of re-
sounding Flame in thie niidst of which
app)ear the shining forms of Pyrainid
and Sphynx. And the air there is thick
with tie still lingeringy shadows of
w'itnessing miultitudes. 'On to India
Burns the flame there as brightly ? 0f
a different hue, perhaps, but wvho cani
doubt that it burns? And so, flnally,
1 overtake my Crusaders wherever tlîeir
camip nîay be, and the Une of Light
ends in the Liglit Bearer and the Link
Bearer Hersel f. In a sense, this uine of
Light and the mîessaýe it bears, is
Anierica's Chîristmas gift to the world;
but ini the large- sense, we knowv it is
the ald, old stor.y of Lodge Doors
thrown open, and the coming forth of a
newv Messenger and Leader wvith power
to, i'ake the sleeping Christ in the
lheari;s of hurnanity. Salt au Aflozdc !
Comrade, for surely the sleeping Christ
awaketh !M.
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LI HUNG CHANG, TH-E OCCULTIST.

The .Aftr-opolitaii 3agazine for
November, in an article about the great
Chinese Viceroy, gives sortie personal
details which serve to confirni the im-
pression. that sorne people had formed
concerning hini. H-e belongs to the
inland race of the Chinese nîientioned
iii the "lSecret Doctrine. "

Tuie iîost striking characteristie of
Li Hungé Chang, says the .Mtrýopoitan,
as he is seen wvitlî lus suite of officers
and body attendants, is his great and
massive franue, wvhicli, even wben lie is
sitting, towers head and shîoulders above


