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TRE -LITERARY MOYEMENT IN CANADA UP
> TO 1841.

By Miss BLANCHE L. MACDONELL.

Canada was forced by harsh, imperative necessity to
carve out a literary career for herself. Separated entirely
from France, deprived of any intellectual aliment which
the Mother Country might have been able to offer, severed
by differences of race, language and religion from her Eng-
lish conquerors, the only course open to her was to create a
native literature, congenial to her own desires, sympathies
and climatic influences.

During the French period, no national literature
existed. The early settlers passed through careers full of
action and stirring incidents as marvellous as tale of
chivalry or legend of saints, and endured privation with
audacity and hardihood. Men of noble birth and courtly
nurture penetrated the secrecy of the wilderness, pierced
forests, traced streams, planted their emblems and built
forts. Existence -was vivified by thrilling excitement,
softened often by graces of the very highest breeding, con-
secrated in many instances by the devotion of a higher
purpose. These people lived poetry and romance, but


