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This favourable Edict was publisked in the year 313 of;
our era, the last of Maximinus’ reign'; for he died soon
after. The same year Constantine assumed the imperial
‘diadem ; a circumstance which, from their previous know-

Y . o ‘ledge of his disposition and character, caused great joy
URING the three first centuries of Christianity, the‘among all the professors of christianity. Nor were their

:hief part of the Chureh’s Revenue or income property, oy pectations disappointed.  So soon as this celebrated
®s revived from the oblations and offerings of the peo-'popareh was quietly settled on the throne, his first care

Me. Every one who became a convert to t.he faith, ap'?appears to have heen directed to the condition of the
Pears to have been guided by the precepts which lheApos-;cbm.ch, and the propagation of the gospel.

|

* CHURCH PROPERTY IN THE TIME OF THE EMPELROR 1‘
CONSTANTINE THE GREAT.

Essay 5.

.}168 enjoined in this particular, and to have given accord-l 1, 1y4 second year of his reign, that i3, in the year 314
g to his ability for the furtherance of the Gospel. Theiof our era, he caused to be published those various edicts,
- ‘tontributions, which were thus universally bestowed by

iwhicb, first of all restored the christians to the full exer-
.‘he first christians, not only sufficed for the support of the' ;5 of their national privileges, then put them on the same
Rinistry, and the relief of the poor, but even 'Welled’polilical footing with the heathens, and which finally es-
through time toa considerable amount of landed and other tablished christianity as the public Religion of the Roman

Property. By the law of the Roman Ewpire, which then pypire, These favourable events opened up sources of

*Xtended over most parts of the civilized world, every ;ovenyeand property which were unknown in the primi-

free born citizen, whatever may have been his peculiar ;oo church, and which I will proceed now to enumerate.

}{Dinion, was entitled to the privilege of retaining posses-| | First of all, alaw was enacted at Rome,which is still

_::Ons of all kinds. ~And it can readily be imagined th“",ext.ant, and may be seen in the code of Justinian—Lib. L.

Shan o o it i sl provest s i X 1 g 1-sokin bt sy an s

St L ' . ishould have liberty at his death to bequeath by will any
or securing church property in lands and houses. The

;'Edicts of the Emperor,however,which were both frequent

And severe, were competent to strip them of their national-

MNights, and to doom them as a body to perseculio.u and g4 4o the church : because ecclesiastical property of every
Seath. The same authority could cenfiscate and alienate gqocription was subject to confiscation at the will of the

:\\'l their property nnd possessions, moveable and immove- reigning monurch. But the ahove cited statute gave a
2ble, and thus reduce them to the most abject penury. For permanent and secure character to such donations aad be-
'u.‘“e reasons, church property of an immoveable nature . eqt as the piety of the wealthier christians led them to
Sid not accumulate toany great extent, during the ages of 4ou 016 1o the use of the sanetuary. Property rapidly in-
Persecution. ‘creased under its salutary influence, and contributed not
] But that it formed a considerable item in the income of a little to the foundation and endowment 6f the various

Tu“. Ministry, may be proved beyo'nd a d°"b‘t’ by the w°rd’;institutions of learning and piety to which, under Provi-
OfChrysostom. It appears that in proportion as the 1and- dence, so much of the success of the gospel may be attri-

*d property of the church increased,the zeal which prompt- buted. Thelaw here referred to was passed in the year
™ the extreme liberality of the first converts, sensibly 39,

. Wbated: so that with an ostensible increase of posses-
Vong, the condition of the working ministry was in re-

the christian church.” Formerly the liberality of indivi-
duals could be scarcely said to be of any permanent bene-

|

2. Another source from which church property received

o an augmentation, was the public revenue of the Empire.—
Mity much worse than that of the early preachers. Un-*The Emperer Constantine not only bestowed gifts to a

fer these circumstances, St. Chrysostom—Hom. l"xx"i-lconsiderable amount upon individual clergymen, accord-
"_'l Maith.—exhorts the people to return to their ancient ing as their exigencies seemed to require, but also ordered
' bemlity. “ There are,” he says, “in this place,” mean- 3 seitled allowance to be made to others out of the Ex-
dng the city of Antioch “ by the grace of God an hundred chequer. For in one of his Epistles to Caccilian, Bishop

bousand persons that come to church. Now if every of Carthage, which is recorded by Eusebius— Hist. Lib. x.
She of these would but give one loaf of bread daily to the cap. 6—he informs that prelate that he had given orders
Poor, the poor would live in plenty. If every one would to Urcus, his Receiver General for Africa, to pay into his

portion he chose of his worldly goods for the support of

the yearly tribute of every city, 'This law continued in
force until the time of Julian, commonly called the apos-
tate, when it was repealed.

By

4. Eusebius in his life of Constantine—Lib. II. cap. 36.
mentions another enactment by the operation of which
considerable addition would,in the course of time, be made
to church property. The statute in question provided,
that “all the Estates of martyrs and confessors and who-
ever had suffered in time of persecution, should be re-
stored to their next relations ; and that, if any of them
died without relations, the church should become their
heir, and succeed to all their inheritance.”’

5. A similar enactment was made about a century af- -
terwards, by the Ewmperors Theodosius Junior, and’ Va-
lentinian I11. with reference to the temporal possessions
of the clergy. It went to the effect, that, « ifany presby-
ter or deacon, or subdeacon, or other clerk, or any‘man or
woman professing a monastic life, died without will and
without heirs, their estates and goods should fall to the
church or the monastery to which they belonged.” This
is stated on the authority of the Theodosiar: Code of Ro-
man Laws—Lib. V. Tit. 3. Leg. 1—The statute which
made this provision underwent in aftertimes several modi-
fications, and is, I believe, an article of discipline in the
church of Rome at the present day.

6. Astill further source from which the church revenues
were augmented in the time of Constantine, consisted in
donations of the fleathen temples and of the lands set-
tled upon them. It wasindeed the common practice for
the Emperor to confiscate this kind of property to his own
use, and to receive its proceeds into his own coffers. But
it appears from the authority above cited—Theod. Cod.
Lib. xvi. Tit. 10. Leg. 19 et 20—that in most instances
the property thus realized, was bestowed for the use and
support of the christian sanctuary. And the Emperor
Honorius, who ascended the throne in 395, is said to have
issued several orders and decrees, by which the property
and revenues of the Pagan temples became the patrimony
of the church in perpetuum. Likewise the historian Sozo-
men—Lib. V. cap. 7--informs us that the Temple of the
Sun,at Alexandria, was givento the church by Constan-
tine, the son of the emperor Constantine; and that in the
gtime of Theodosius the statues of Serapis, and many other
'idols at Alexandria, were melted down for religious uses :
‘the order being, “that the gods should help to maintain
the poor.”

®ontribute but one half-penny, no man would want : nei- hands 3000 Pelles,to be divided at his discretion amongthe  Thus it may be pejrceived that inan inconceivably short
ther should we undergo so many reproaches and derisions clergy of the Provinces of Carthage, Numidia,and the two lime after the political establishment of christianity
Wif we are toointent upon our possessions.” | Muritanias. And if this sum would not be sufficient for throughout the Roman empire, the property and revenues

i
Be this ag it may—the landed property of the church‘
%emg to have been only a secondary source of Revenue,

(he present necessities of the church, a further sum, to of the christian church were very considerable; and that
cover every exigency, was ordered to be paid into the matters were arranged insuch a favourabie manner as to

"% long as the christians were exposed to the danger and hands of the same Bishop by the imperial Procurator insure 3 perpetual increase.  Like all other things com-

Areaq of persecution. A new and a more glorious era.

Heraclides. The sum above mentioned 3000 Pelles or,

mitted to the care of mortals, the accumulation of worldly -

™28, however, at hand. By an imperial decree of NIaxa"jPho]]es—-is supposed by the learned to amount to more!goods which these arrangements were calculated to effect,

‘Winys, who preceded Constantine in the throne of the,
®sars, the christians were permitted to “ apply them-
Stlves {0 that religion which they had usually fouo"ed,;
" such a manner as is pleasing and acceptable to every
e of them. We do also,’ the Edict proceeds, “ permit!
hem to rebuild their oratories. Moreover we have de-.
Creed that all houses, estates, and possessions, which the
Hollowers of the new sect may have lost by former edicts,
testored unto them asa gratuity : that so all men may.
ereby be sensible of our piety and providence in this con-
G’ Euseb. Hist. Lib ix. c. 10. |

than £20,000 sterling.

3. Besides a law was enacted shortly afterwards by the
same monarch, providing that a standing allowance be
made to the_ African clergy out of the Public Treasury.
For the Ecclesiastical Historian Theodoret, who flour-
ished about the time of Constantine, informs us—Lib.T,
cap. 11—that a certainstatute, passed under the imperial
authority, requiring the chief magistrates and governors
in every province,to grant the clergy, and virgins and wi-
dows of the church, an annual allowance f cora out of]

were subjeet to abuse, which, as Ishall endeavour to shew
on a future occasion, soon beganto pervade every part of
ecclesiastical revenues and appropriation.

7. Another source of church property at the time of
which I am speaking, consisted in tithes and first-fruits.
This indeed corstitisted the principal means by which the
clergy were supported. But as the subject involves mat-
ters which deserve a particular consideration,I will treat of
it more at large in my nexs Essay.
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