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POINTs oF MIT.

Rize, mediumn, . - . . .-

Forn, erect and symmetrical . . .
Carriage, grac, ful, . . . . .

Head, fine; foreiead promiiient, . .
Beak. st-aiglit. ; curved only at tip, . .
Eyes, full and bright. . . .

Neck, long, thin and gracefully curved, .
Breast, fuil and prominitent, . .
Back, very short, . . . . .

'rail, very large, erct ani- wide spread ; cóm-
posed of a treble tier of fron 36 to 42 broad
feathers, eloisely ai-rnged into thrce-fourths
of a circle ; the lower extremity of aci
feat lier on lower sidt, touching the ground
or nearly so, . . . . .

Wings, droopingand meeting at tleir tips be-
neath the tail. . . .

Feet and legs, muediui, the bearing upon the
toes, . . . . . . .

Condition, must be good or they suffer on
every point.. . . . . .

Temperanent, nervous, trembling, - -
Souîndness of color, . . . .

Color of eyes, . . . .

Perfection, . . . .
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Conmon Defects.---coarseness; thick, short or
straight neck; tail, small, divided, ill balanevd,
lob-sided, narrow feathers ; unwieldy or drooping
tail ; forward stoop; foul feathered; odd eyes ; dis-
case or deforimity of any kind.

D.;fe/s of Color.-Dark or dingy bilue ; smeared
or dappled silver ; blue black ; dingy, dull yellow
or red; impure or dirty white.

Frizzled Fantails should have the whole, oftheir
body feathers inverted or curled backvards, and
the more conspicuous in this respect the more the
bird is valued. Flghts and tail should appeir as
thougli the fibre had been purposcly disordered,
turning backwards from the quills, which are gen-
erally straighter than ordinary.

Silkies are, as it were, clothed in silky thrcads
inste-ad of feathers; and the nearer approach
to the soft silky nature the more highly are the
birds prized. The skin of this variety is rather
dark; eyes dark hazel.

To this Standard we raise the following objec-
tions, asking thereto the opinions of experienced
fanciers of the variety:

E;ye.s of Blues, Silvers, Blacks, Yellows and Reds
shouuld be PEARL instead oforanq. In Blues, while
uniformity of color is essential, especial weight
should be given to color of back. A bird with
back of liglter shade, or as it is known among
fanciers, a a Ii'ht-rumpcd bird," should be disquali-
fied. This is an extreme fault in a brecdr.

l)rinîking Vessels 'or PI'geonsî.

As none can speak with more earnestness upon
a subject than those wV'ho have experienced the
actual results of misfortune in it, I feel author'zed
to demonstrate to the fancy the necessity of keep-
ing the drinking water for pigeons pure.

Last sumnmer I had mv lfts in a large building
20 by 12 feet, divided lengthways into two coin-

partnents, onie of whicli was furnished with a
wooden cage 12 by 9 feet, covered with wire net-
ting, in whicli the birds lad their exercise, and the
otier was occupied by bids having entire libcrty
during the day. lin a smnaller building, 10 by 8
feet, I had tiwo other comupartments conitaumicat-
ing directly with the open air, and unfuiriiished
with any flight or cage. In these four lofts I was
very successfiuil in rearing my birds, until as the
sumimer advaiced, a singular disease appeared
anong then. In most cases the birds attaeked
were breeders, althougih there were: a few excep-
tions among the younger birds. 'PThe bird affected
would first aopear drooping, with feathers ruffled,
and head drawi up betwùen the shoulders, and
usually, if a hien. would dcv,-lope the regular symp-
toms of wiing disease ; but the cocks seemed in
every case to be differently effe-cted. They would
show the saie dullness and lethargy in their ap-
p2arance and movements, but rarcly lost their
powers of flight, whici they only exercised, how-
ever, upon extreme compulsion. Their appetite
would lie morbid and ravenous, and although very
light wien taken into the hand, thcy never exhih-
ited the syniptoins of scouring whieh usually
characterises 'going light."

Vhat surprised me particularly was that the dis-
case appeired chiefly among the common pigeons,
kept in a snall coop for nurses. A few cases did
appear in the compartment of my hurge loft occu-

pied by the birds constantly at liberty, but no
single instance among those confined to the corn-
partnviit furnished with the cage. After attentive
study of these facts, I came to the conclusion that
as the birds in all the lofts had the saune fatre and
attention otherwise. the disea-se originated in the
drinkiig vessels. E.ecept in the conpartient with
the cage attached, I used wooden bowls covered
with pieces of board of just uufficient width to
allow the birds to drink between the edges and the
sides of the bowl. These bowis were washed out
and replenished vitli fresi water every morning,

but during the long summer days the birds stand-
ing on the boards covering then, vould foul the
water, which is uisually drank most frecly just be-
fore niglt, when the oid birds are feeding squabs.

In the loft occupied by the birds confine.d -to its
limits, and the cage attached, I used a contrivance
whieb I can recominend for simplicity and perfect
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