NORTHERN

MESSENGER.

SCHOLAR'S  NOTES.

(From the International Lessons jor 1876 by Edwin
W. Rice, us issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

Cosneerkp HisTtorv.~The-ark being in a tabernacle
or tent at Jerigaiem, Dayid proposes to build a house
tor the Lord, Nathan the prophet, at God’s command,
tforbids him, but tells him his son shall huild & house for
the Lord.

LESSON X.

Marou 5.1
GOD'S ' COVENANT WITH DAVID. About 1042 B. C.

ReAp 2 Sam. vii. 18-29. Reote v. 27,
2 %
| GOLDEN TEXT.-Of this mav's seal |
| bath God, according to his promige, !
raised unto Israel & Saviour, Jesus.—Act
1 xiii., 23.

CENTRAL TRUTH. —By grace we
i\ piand, !
R
DAILY READINGS.—M.—2 Sam. vii. 1-29. T.—1

Chron. xvii, 1-27. W.—Ps. Ixzxix. 1-52. 1h—1Tsa. xiv.
1-25, K—2 Sam. xxii, 1-51. Sa.—JoLuxvii, 6-17. 5~
Ps, xiviii. 1-14.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.
T.esson Topics.—(I.) DAVID'S THANKSGIVINGS.  (1L)
DavID’s PRAYER.

LDAVID'S THANKSGIVINGS.(15.) then akter
Nathan’s message ; sat before the Lord, in the tent
where the ark was (see picture) ; brought me. from a
shepherd-boy to be a king. (19.) areat while to
come,lu promising future honors to his house ; mauner
of men (a diflicult clauge). See. 1 Chron. xvil. 17. (21.)
own heart, thine own wish or will; great things,
made David a great king. (24:) confirmed. made firm,
See 1 Chron, xvii, 22.

1. Questions.—What did Nathan say to David about
the house of the Lord ? Why was David not to build it?
Who would build it ? Where did David go after hearing
Nathan’s message { For what did he feel thankful to
God § What great things had God done for David ¢ What
great things had he dome for Israel ¥ What feelings
should we have for God’s great blessings to us ¥

II. DAVID'S PRAYER. (25.) the word, the
promise; thy servant, David ; his housé,his family or
children ; establish, fix,make suré. (26 mugnified,
made great, (27.) revenled, or (Heb.) ‘“ uncoyered the
ear;” saying, or ‘‘when he said” (?); therefore, hav-
ing been oree heard, he comes again. (28.) words be
irue. See Johnxvii. 47. (29.) continne. asthou hast
promised ; be blessed, as it was in Christ's coming
tarough ** his houge.”

1i- Questions.
—~What was Da-
vid's firs trequest ?
v, 20. Who had
promised this?
State his second re-
quest ? v.26. What
prayer - of David
bad God heard ? v.
27. What good- 7/}
ness had God pro-
mised David? vys.
12, 13, State Da-
vid’s final request. |
v. 20, How was
this prayer angwer.
ed ?

WORSHIP BEFORE THE TRMPLE WAS BUILT.
Tllustration—God’s promises are not to reward the

lazy. - They are as a boat in crossing a stream—of real

value when plied with the two oars of prayer and faith.

Coxyecrep Higrory.—David conquers the Phlligtines
and Moabites, dedicntes silver, gold, and treasures of the
gpoils to God ; i8 kind to Saul’'s grandson ; conquers the
Ammnonites ; commily adultery, and causes the death of
Uriah ; is reproved for his sin; repents; his sons]act
wiekedly, Absalom slays Ammon his brother and flees fo
Geshur ; David, persuaded by Joab, permits Absalom to
return to Jerusalem.

LESSRON X1,

Marcn 12.]

ABIJALOM'S REBELLION. [About1221 B, C.)

| GOLDEN TEXT.—The eye that mocketh
| - aihis father, and despiseth to obey his
| . mother, the.ravens of the valley shall
piek itout, and the young eagles shall eat
i ~it—Prov. Xxx., 17, :

. CENTRAL TRUTH.--Sin becomes its

|
i
f
i
|
|
% own punishment. £

READ 2 8am. xv. 1-14. Reorre vs. 5, 6.

DAILY READINGS.—M.— 2 Sam. xv. 1-14. T.—1
Kings i, 5-31. W.— 2 Sam. xii, 1-14. Th.—Ps, xJ1-18.
¥ —Prov. £xii, 1-23. Sa.—Ps. xi1. 1-13. 8—Pa.ly. 1-28.

To ma® ScHOLAR.—Notice that Absalom’s pride, love
of display, and wicked ambition led him to lie to the peo-
ple, and to flatter them, to lie fo his father, and finally
o open rebellion. Love of display is one of the greatest
dangers to the young now, as it was in Absalom’s duy.

NOTES.— 4bsaloa, third won of David,born at Heb-9n,
counted the most handsome wan of his time, as apditions
anldeccitful as he was good-looking ; his pother was
Maachah, daughter of the king of Gestr< Geshur, a
country east of the Jordan, and nortu-p«St of Bashan, of
which Abgalom’s grandfather was ki=<€-

Syria, ancient Aram, s countr- extending from the
Mediterranean Sea to the rive< Tigris, and from Pales-
ine to Mount Taugus, lens'h (north and south) about

“ed love and triendship.

300 miles, breadth about 130 to 150 miles. A4hithophel,
& gyoted counsellor at David’s court. 2 Sam. xv. 12 ; xvi,
28. @iloh, “ exile,” & city in the mountams of Judah,
probably near Hebromn ; its exact location is not known,

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

Lesson Topics.—(1.) ABssron's Ausitioy, (IL) Ag-

SALOW'S REBELLION.

I. ABSALOM’S AVIBITION. (1.) afiev this,
after Absalom’s sius, flight to Geshur, and return to Jer-
usalem and forgiveness by the king; chariets, war
chariots, to make a great show ; fifty wen to run; a8
Adonijah had. Meu rnnning before -kings or great per-
Bong ig still common 1m the Fast; these ruuners an-
noance the coming of the great man. (2.) gate. East-
ern cities are surrounded by high walls, haying strong
gates which are closed at night and in time of danger. At
one of these gates courts were held ; controversy, a
dispute, a suit at law‘; for judgment, the king to hear
and decide the case in dispute ; Absalom called, hic as-
sumed to do what the king only was authorized to do.
(3.) good, your case is just, you are in the right; de-
puted, appointed. (4.) made jndge, see his wicked
ambition ; justice, but see how unjust lie was toward
t1e king. (5.) obeisance, to make a low bow of re.
speet for him as the king’sson ; kissed him, in pretend-
(6.) stole, deceived the people,
or “‘gained their love” by his artful ways,

I. Questious.—Why did Absalom flee to Geshur ¢ 2
Sam. xiil, 32-37, Who brought him back # 2 Sam. xiv.
23. How long did he stay in. Jerusalem before he saw
his father ? 2 Sam. xiv. 28. What is said of his beauty ¢
2 Sam. xiv. 25. What great show did he make?v. 1.
In what pubhie place did he stand ¢ For what purpose ?
What position iid he wish to gain ? v, 4. How did he
flatter the people ¢ What object had he in this ©* Why
was this conduet wicked ? 3 s

1IT. ABSALOW'S REBELLION. (7.) forty
years, an obvious though ancient error for four years
(Speakers Com.,)—that is, four years after his returu trom
Geshur, or, as Josephus says, after the king’s pardon.
cliap. xiv. 33. (8.) avow, he probably had never made
such a vow, but lied to his father. (10.) spies, persons
sent out secretly to do any work or gain any information.
(11.) simmicity, not suspeeting any wrong ; knew
not, knew not of Absalom’s purpose to rebel, (12.) con-
spiracy, an agreement of several persons to«lo some
wicked thing. (18.) atter Absalem, he was popular.
(14.) smite the city, David .wished to spaie the city
the horrors of a miege. }

. Questions.—What excuse did Absalom give for

leaving Jerusalem ? Who gave consent ? Whirhep did Ab-
salom god Whatdic he send out through the tau What
were the people to shout # Whent Who lefh Jernsadem with
Absalom ¢ Why were they not gnilty of treason? For
whom did David gend 7 Wiy did he send for him ¢ With
whom did Ahithophel joiu ¢'v. 81. What news came to
DPavid? v. 18, What did he now propose ? Wiy ¢ Why
is it dangeronsand wicked to cherish a vain sod ambi-
tions spirit ?

ANcieNT CHARIOT.

e
HOUSEHOLD "ALTARS.

In the olden time the father of the house-
hold was its .prophet and priest. The father
of the present fast age can hardly find time to
make the acquaintance of his own children, to
say nothing of decent and devout attention to
the proprietiesand sanctities of family religion.

Tt is a sad fact that, in many households,
nominally Christian, there is no family altar
and no household recognition of God. The
Bible is an unopened book, and there is no
open acknowledgment of allegiance to God,
the Father in heaven. A godless, prayerless
household is & terrible spectacle, especially
when there is an outward profession of better
things. The evils are magnified manifold
where there are young children. What can
compensate for the sweet and tender influences
of well-conducted famil{ worship  on the
minds and hearts of the little ones ! Parents
who omit it not only provoke the wrat: of the
Lord, but neglect the best and most natural

means of religious edwcation, and thus put in |’

fearful jeopardy tké souls of their children.
It was not an idl superstition that bade the
aimple-mi:ggy devout Norwegian girl to flee
from the house where she had engaged service,
because there were no * prayers in the house.”
A prayerless soul is a tee‘r{ul anomaly. But
a ho#ie where children are born, and nurtured
ard reared, where loved ones sicken and suffer

and die, where, in the eyes of the children,
the father should be the type of the * All
Father in heaven,” and the mother the ideal
of all that is tender and affectionate and de-
vout, where all precious memories; should be
garnered like hidden treasures, and where all
holy and pure influences and associations
should pervade the very air—with ne open
Bible and no voice of song, prayer or praise—
wthat shall we say of that homé? One can

hardly conceive it possible that such a home
could exist in a Christian land. No wonder
that the curse of the Lord hangs in dark re-
lief over the families that call not on his name.

We alluded to family worship as a religious
educator. One can hardly over-estimate the
power of this service over young hearts, if
wisely and earnestly conducted.

A daughter of irreligions parents spe nt, not
long since, a few months in a Cbristian home.
Selected passages of Scripture, usually the
readings connected with the current Sabbath
school lesson, were read, each member taking
a verse in course. Not seldom there was some
familiar talk and comment on the passage and
the Sabbath lesson. Then a song, and then
all bowed in brief and simple thanksgiving and
prayer for daily grace and protection. This
gay young girl soon found the God thus honor-
ed and worshipped in this house to be her God
and Saviour. -Not long after, another daugh-
ter, gay, cultured, and kighly educated, spent
a few weeks in this humble home. She, too,
was sweetly won to the religion so magnified
in the house in which she was a gnest. Croing
to her own home, she preached Christ to her
mother, and now all three are rejoicing in the
Lord. These girls attributed their conversion
to the indirect yet powerful appeal that day
by day came to their hearts and consciences
from these simple ordinary services of family
religion.

We fear that pastors and church officers
are not watchful and faithful in the over-
sight' of the church touching this matter,
especially in ' the case of young couples just
setting up their homes.” Habits of neglect
once formed are not easily overcome. Start-
ing right at the outset is often a guarantee of
life-long fidelity. = Let the voice of the preacher
and the Christian teacher be lifted up with no
uncertain - sound ‘on this subject. We need
nothing so much as congecrated homes,— Pres-
byterian at Work.

Kinastey anp rurE Bovs,— His sympathy
with the gports of boys was naturally strong
and keen. One morning I was asking him
about the position of his house in Hamp-hire,
and he tolgome that some of his land was with-
in reach of the boys of Wellington College,
when they were abroad engaged. .in. paper-
chases. ‘‘Young rascals,” he said, “they play
the mischief with my fences too. One day a
great gap was pointed out to me in one of my
fences, and I was told that it was made by
those young fellows. So I got wind of their
next, paper-chase in my direction, and I went
out to read my friends a lesson respecting the
property of their neighbors. Sure enough,
before long I saw thehares’ coming straight
towards me and my"’gap, and I prepared to
meet them. But when they were close upon
me, the excitement of the chase, which had
been for some moments coming over me, got
the better of my resolution ; and if I did not
throw down my stick and tear off with them
as fast as my legs would carry me! Ina
hundred yards or so I was dead beat, and
when the pack came a minute or two later,
and set to work to break down my fences
worse than ever, I had not the breath in me
to remonstrate with them, even if T had had
the inclination.””— Good Words.

OBEDIBNCE IN ScHOOL.— Obedience to
properlyl constituted authority is one of
the most valuable lessons of their lives,
and here is just the place for them to
learnit. Never allow a scholar to argue, or
answer you back. You place yourself on his
level, and lose all the agvantage of your posi-
tion. Never promise or threaten mytﬁﬁg
which you are not certain you can and wi
carry ont. Nothing so quink{y wins childrén s
confidence, and establishes your authority, as
to find that you invariably keep your word.

— I have known more than one countr
town whese whole people were elevated and
improved to a kigh standard by the interest
one clergyman took in the public' schools. I
believe that if a small body of intelligent,
educated, earnest women would devote their
energies #0 the improvement of the schools in
every town, they would do more for the moral,
intellectual, and industrial improvement of the
coyntry than any other agency I can imagine.
— Mrs. Cheney, in Journal of Education.

A NOTICE.
Subscribers finding the figure 2 after their
name will bear in mind that their term will

expire at the end of the presentmonth. Early
remittances are desirable, as there is then no

loss of any numbers by the stopping of the

paper.

Up 10 THRE Mark—The Mrssrnenx's cir-
culation at this time- 18 Tnore than double
what it was a year ago. We desire that this
proportion of increase be kept up every month

of 1876, when we will close the year with|.

b
£
g A

over 60,000 subscribers. Qur young workers

by showing their papers to their friends may
each one obtain another subscription. Is it
too much to ask them to do this again the pre-
sent year ?

Eppg’s CoCOs—GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING
— By a thorough knowledge ot the patural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a caveful. a pleation of
the fiue properties of well‘se]ecteg cocoa, Mr,
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with s
delicately flavoured beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judieicus
use of such articles of diet that a constitution
may be gradually built up until strong enough
to resist every tendency to d'seage. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us ready
to attack wherever there f& » weak point. We
may escape many & fatal shaft by keeping our-
selves well-fortified with pnre blood and a pro-
perly nourished frame.”~ Cinil Service Gazette

ADVHRITISEMIBENYS
[EESS AND HEALTH,

HOW TO BE STRONG,

A BOOK FOR LADIES,

This handsome little book should be read by every
mother who Wwishes her daughters to grow wp strong and
healthy women.

It numbers 187 pages. and is sold for the small price of

30 Cents Post Free,
It makes & handsome and appropriate Chiistiaas present
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Moutreal, P (.

HlSTOIiY OF THE

GUIBORD CASE.

"Copies ot this Yook neatly Bonnd in ¢loth may now be
obtained at the WitNrss Office.

The value of thir record is being realized, and o1ders
for it are received daily,

The publishers have received a request from Euelind
to-publish’ au edition there and iu Germany, ;

Ageunts tor this book and * Dress and Health * yre w Ant
ed in every town and villagé in Canada and the United
States.

Price, post free to apy address, $1, bound in cloth, ¢e
i pper Coversy “Addregs - -

JOHN NDOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, P.qQ,

*SOL-FA;

1t is claimed that the Sol-Fa System of Music iy the
proper one to teach children. It i8so simple that liftle
children who can scarcely read take hold of the Sol ¥y
syllables, and soon acquire a correet notion of simple
melodies. The little work entitled *§ol-Fa Lessong,»
which is edited by Mr. J, McLaren, certiflcated Teacher
of the system, 18 & compendinm by whose aid ANy oue
with a reagonable knowledge of music can both learn ang
teach thig method'of singing at sight., 1tis sent post tree
to ‘any address for 15¢, on applieation fo the publishers,

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
3 Montreal, P.Q.

ELIABLE PAPERS,

THE MONTREAL DATLY WITNESS
containg & daily epitome of the worid’s news from the
mostreliable sources, besides market reports, religioug
intelligence, family reading, &c. Price, $3 per year,
postage included. y

THE TRT-WEEKLY WITNESS
contains all the reading matter ot the Daily buf the g3
vertisements, and the local matter, which 18 condenseq,

Price, $2 a year, postage included.
THE WEEKLY WITNESS
i8 & paper which especially commends itself 1o the famity
circle, It isfull of news condensed into the smalies,
fpace to be intelligible and valuable, markets, commer-
cial information, genaral information, religious news ang
family reading. Price, $1.10 per annwm postage in-
oluded, ' Specimet eopies sent frée oi application,
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Moutreal, p Q.

l‘HE NEW DOMINION
MONTHLY.

This magazine, which containg 960 pages of printed
matter during the year. makes a veluable volume,
Its subgeription price is $1.50 per unuuim.

THE SUBSCRIPTIONS
A for the MESSENGER ave:
Acopysii inpllicvi oo deiei % 0.30
10 copies..L..i.o.icviamaaiaian i Q.F_Lu
235 copies. . . 6,00
50 copies.. Ca e ik ey 11.56
100 copies.....cccocuunmcer umzin 22-00
1,000 copies - s ieiae 220000
“¥. DOUGALL & SON,
= Publishers,
Montreal,

JOBN DOUGALL,
2 Spruce street,
New York,
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