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'THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL IN
" THE SOUTH SEAS.

.. For ourselves, we should be content. to
rest the whole burden of proof on the un-
contested and incontestable facts of Chris-
tian missions in the islands of the South
Sens ; for surely we need not go in search

ther, we should be willing to stake the
whole upon the facts of three noble lives,
unknown to us even by name till their his-
tories, told by one who knew them well,

thrilled us with a new sense of the glory of
the grace of God.

It is to the Rev. Wynttz G111 the vetéran
missionary who has spent near ly half a
century in- the South- Seas, that we owe
the following account.

Nasiline, a chief with whom he was in-
timate for many years, was both a worker
and a sufferer for Christ, a man whom he
and his colleagues dohber'xtely counted
worthy to stand beside some of the bright-
est examples of Christian heroism that have
ever adorned the Church of God. -And
yeb this man, consistent, nobly truthful,
devoted and self- sncnﬁcmg, had grown to

Mbr. Gill told us, with graphic power, how
Nasiline, in one of their walks, took him
toa secluded bay where part of the skeleton
of a wrecked ship was still lodged, gaunt
and weather-worn ; and told himn, with
deepest self-abasement and gratitude, of
one of the exploits of his heathen days,

to lure this ship ashore, and then, with
his people, had seized, and killed, and
caten the four white men who composed
her crew !

was for thirty years Mr. Gill's much loved
and valued assistant, iii the mission work
at Raratonga, had also spent his boyhood
and youth ir the darkest savagery of hea-
thenism. On one occasion, going with his
father and a few others on a raid under-
taken solely to gmtlfy their cannibal pro-
pensities, they .had, su;pnsed and mur-
dered a whole fuml'ly, and spenb the night,
as was their custom and their glory, sluep-
ing among the bodies of their victims,
Mornmg rouged them. to the important
task of cutting up and dividing their prey,
and it was then discovered that the head
of onec of the little children was already
gone. Maretu had hidden it away steal-
thily for his private eating.

Yet of this man, Mr. Gill testified that,
in thirty years of consumb intercourse, he
could not point to & flaw in his Christian
character, and never heardone even alleged
by others, His force of character, his
winning tact, and the spotless holiness of
his life made him an untold power for good
among his countrymen ; and in any tribal
difﬁculty, or any jenlousy among the na-

that the matter was safe in Maretu’s will-
ing hands. His apostolic life was closed
by a death of saintly peace and dignity.
Lying in a house near the little church, he
prayed that he mightlive till Sunday morn-
ing, to hear once more the sounds of the
hymns he had loved so long. . His desire
was granted, and then, lifting uplns hands,
he blessed his sorrowing people, praying

ever dwell among them, and so ‘“fell
asleep” in Jesus.

Tauraki, the third instance named, be-
longed to n younger generation, and was
b'tptu/ed in mfn.ncy, his father, Ellk:ma,
being an ecminent deacon and evangelistin
the native church, Gifted by nature, as
well as grace, a good English scholar, mar-
ried to a Christinn wife, “and happily set-

his own people, a peaceful and happy life
seemed to lie before the young Tauraki.
But ho had heard the call of Christ, and
could not bus **leaveall and follow lnm »
When it was proposed, a few years ago, to
open a new mission among the fierce tribes
of New Guinen, Tauraki was one of the
first to volunteer. The missionary who
loved him as his own son, was fain to dis.
sunde him, or at least to point oub Dlainly
all the dangers he would run ; but it isno
strange thmg among these ‘South Sea
Islanders to face death for Christ, and
Tauraki could not be deterred, He went
with his wife, and did good service among
the Motumotuans near Port Moresby,
gaining great influence among these “wxld

of (le'rmdn,mon below the depths of generm‘ _
and undlsgulsed cannibalism. Nay, fur-| .

manhood as a heathen and a cannibal!}"

thus brought to mirid—how he had planned |-

Maretu, the next one mehtioned, who'

tive churches, the missionaries always felt| -

that the Spirit of the living God might|

tlod as cabechist and schoolmaster among-
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rowdy natives.” Thcn, only last year, a
blood feud arose between them and_the
Moriavians ; and Tauraki, going up country
ona peaceuble errand, with five of his con-
verts and his wife and adopted child, was
surrounded by a party. of the latter tribe.
His pleathat he was a foreigner, and a
stranger to their fouds, was admitted by
the savages, who gave himleave to depart,
but refused to spare the Motumotuang, be-
cause, though innocent, they belonged to
thehostiletribo. Tauraki’snoble rcjoinder
was— ** They are my children—if you kill
them you must kill me first ;” and the next
moment they all foll beneath a hail of
arrows. The five Motumotuans were all
dispatched, and the three othersleft insen-
sible, but when Tauraki recovered con-
sciousness he found the child dead also.
Drawing the arrows from his wife’s wounds
and his ¢ own, he again fainted, and they
were found thus by some boys of the party,

t

who had been fishing at a distanco durmfr
the attack. The lads put them into the
canoe, and paddled it back to Motumotn, | .
where the devoted pair were tenderly
nursed - by a Norwegian gentleman, who
had settled there for the purpose of open-
ing up trade, and his English wife.. The
wife survived and was placed insufety with
tlie mission in I1all Sourd, but the heroic
young evangelist lies in a martyr grave
among his ¢ Cchildren” in the faith.

Words can add nothing” to' the weight
of lives like these. If any should .object
that they are exceptional instances, we
need ouly ask, ¢ Are such common among
ourselves?” And wo may also boldly state
the indisputable fact that in hundreds of

these southern isles, once sunk in grossest |-

darkness, the standard of both. religion
and morality is higher far than prevails in
Christinn England at the present day.—
Service for the King.
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