"+ FRIENDS IN :DISGUISE. .
. Mr, 8= turned over uneasily in hisbed,
then ran -his fingers through' his' hair);and:
that awoke his wife. . © U
- “ What is the matter, my dear ¥ said she.
+ % They bave come,” said he, *“so get-up
and let us get out of the houseas' quickly
as possible,” As he said this Mr, S——
picked an army ant out of Lis hair. -~
: Mr, and Mrs, S—— were. missionaries.
They lived on the high table-lands of Africa,

several hundred miles from’ the coast, and |-

while you, dear reader, were either sound
asleep or engaged in some pleasant ]l)la.stime,
they were relreating in the dead hour of
the night from what they considered an
enemy, It was their first experience ofthat
kind. You ought to bave heard Mrs, S——
tell the story of that night, .

:The army ant is & strange creature.
Thousands upon thousands of them form in
close column, They have their officers and
their privates. The officers are large, state-
ly-looking fellows. When onece started
upon their line of march the army ants can-
not be stopped or turned aside, They come
into your house by day or by night, and
when they come in you must go out.

i So this good missionary and his wife were
driven out of doors in the night, and took

-refuge in & neighbor’s house,

These busy little soldiers, however, did
not stay long, They held no dress parade,

“they beat no drums, and they waved no

bauners, but they worked, Before sun-
down of the next day their work was done
and well done.  Forward march !” had
been spoken by their officers, and they had
marched on to some other place.

- There were millions of them in the mis-
sionaries’ house that night ; but in less than
twenty-four hours not an ant was to he
seen. Wonderful soldiers! Were these
little creatures really the eunemies of the
missionaries? No; they were their good
friends, They helped the missionary’s wife
do up her house-cleaning. When they
uinrched away there was not a mouse left on
the ypremises, there was not a rat left ; all
the fleas and cockroaches had . disappeared.
You could not find a dead.lly anywhere,
neither could you see a spider’s web in-any
corner, In fact these army ants were sim-
ply a vast horde of housccleaners, They
worked for nothing and boarded themselves,
When they left they took away nothing that

“did not belong to them.

- The- missionaries went back into a clean
house, and when the army auts visit them
again they will be welcomed as old friends,
To be sure, they will have the house all to
themselves, but they will not stay long.

. Boys might learn a lesson from these little
soldiers. They never say, “Lcan’t.””  When
they receive orders they never say, “I
won’t,” They go into" dirly places and
leave them clean. DBut best of all, when
their work is done they march on about
their own business,— Clild’s Paper.

————

INDIA’S CALL.

_India’s father had been the pastor of a
prominent church in one of our large cities ;

ut his health was not firw, and aftera long
strugyle as to duty he was constrained to
resign his beloved charge and accept another
whose demands were not so great,

- The new charge was a village church:
To the pastor’s family the change was very
great. India, a bright girl of fourteen, was
at first delighted with the novelty ; but as
this wore away she began to wonder how
she could adapt herself to the new life.
She missed her old school companions
through the week, and even on the Sabbath
all was so different. There was a good
Sunday-school, as far as numbers were con-
cerned, but a lack of training was sadly evi-
dent. The young girl bad come to a point
in life when she folt out of her clement.
But she did not waste much time in brood-
ing, but sought her mother’s counsel.

- After a long talk Mxs. McKenzie said,
“ My daughter, you are unhappy here,
That must not be, Let me propose a
remedy.”’ .

% 'What is it, mamma 1

" “You know there is no mission society
hjere’{or the children. Suppose you start
one.

« #Y mamma! Youdonot mean that.”
. “Yes, you are old enough, with a little

help.”

. %I never thought of that, You will or-

ganize for us, mamma, will you not 1"

* “-Most assuredly I will,” .
On the following Sabbath it was an-

nounced that Mrs, McKenzie would nieet

"I the children

in’the Liectu i

day “afternoon, the obje
plained.- .7

“being duly

| Theday cime and brought to- the meet-.

ing four children besides .the pastor’s three;
To ‘her danghter’s . exclamations of-disap:
pointment Mrs. McKenzie: replied: that it
was the first time, and ‘more would:soon
come. So another meecting was announced;
and six came ; this when there'was a Sunday-
sehool of nearly two hundred:: . - ="

~This time DMurs,: McKenzie. snid, * We
must not give up, but it seems clear to me
that there is a special work for you to.do,
India, There is some reason why the chil-
dren do not come. - You must go out and
gather them in,” S S

“How shall I begin;. m:au'mia; 7 asked |

India brightly. ‘ :
“Go from house to house and iuvite
them specially, explaining ‘to their mothers
our object and the simplicity-.of our meet-
ings. Think of it, and tell me in a day or
two if you are willing to undertake this,”
+ - In the course of the week India had made
up her mind and - was: anxious to test the
new plan.- ‘On Saturday morning, bright
and early, she started ‘out, making a num-
ber of calls before dinner, and when the
day was over she had half canvassed the
town. i )
Her experience in these calls was varied.
A few were indifferent, but most were in.
terested and promised to send their children,’
What struck India most was.the general
lack of information and the wonder that
the children of the church were doing so
much. Two or three families only took
any missionary papers, ’ '
ifty-seven boys and girls came to the
next meeting and went home delighted.-
Wriling to a young friend in ‘the city a
few days afterwards, India said, * You know
I have often told you I would like some day
to be a missionary; ever since mamma told
me that she named me .in- memory of her
beloved sister, who died yeats ago in far-off
India. You called me romantic, but indeed
I bave found some real mission work at
home which I love, Don’t laugh when I
tell you I begin to feel I bave had a call here
‘alinost as much as papa,” :
Two ycars have passed away. India’s
band has doubled in numbers, is constantly
increasing its contributions, and works. in-
telligently for the spread of the gospel In-
distant lands,—Children’s Paper. .

THE VEIL.

" The terrible increase  in this country of
nearsightedness and other eye difficulties has
led to a prétty thorough canvassing of the
cause of the trouble, Among these causes
stands prouiinently the veil—mot only the
long mourning veil—whose draggling
weight upon the head is enough to condemn
it, even when it is not worn over the eyes—
but the bewitching short “nose veil,” which
is supposed to throw such archiness into the
feminine countenance. It is true that,
when the eyes are weak, a veil serves an
important purpose in shielding them from
the blinding sunlight, but this purpose is
much better served by colored glasses, the
color to be prescribed by a physician.

It is very comfortable on a cold day, when
walking or riding, to muflle one’s faceina
veil, Such a course sometimes prevents
colds and chills, and the harm done to the
eyes, if any, is amply atoned for by the pro-
tection rendered.. In short, veilsare useful
and, to a degree, necessary articles. Ladies
with a finecomplexion could hardly do
without them, but the fact remains that, for
most of us, it is a very unwise thing to wear
them. All veils are more or less injurious
to the eyes, The oculists say that dotted
veils alone bring them in thousands of dol-
lars ayear. Beauty is dearly bought at the
expense of one’s eyesight, and when, as is
often the case, the coloring matter used in
the veil is actually poisonous, thus tainting
the air we breathe, the harm done is incal-
culable. . ‘ N

The putting of veils upon infants and
young cbildren is not essential nearly so
often as is generally thought., There are
very few days during the winter when o
child’s face, if the rest of the head is well
covered, may not be exposed to the cutdoor
air, After an illness, or on a_biting winter
day, when one shudders to think of expos-
ing the tender face of a baby to the wind, a
veil may, perhaps, be prudently used, but on
general princig es, the advice .of the best
physicians is that a veil should be used as

re-foom on Thurs-| - -

and Gerizim in Samaria. F) R T
. INTERVENING HISTORY.-Soon after the in-

‘Jesus left - the city of Jerusalem and ‘speni

1 terest to her. The Hamaritan temple was on

little as possible, either for adults or chil-

dven,—Philadelphia Press.

".God 88 Spirit: and -they that workhip him
;nl‘lj} worship him in:spirit and in truth,—John
LU CENTRALTRUTH.
. Jesus sntisfles every thirst of the soul.
o -~DAILY READINGS. .
M.- Johnd:19-86, - TV
Jobhn 4:1-26, .

John7:87.39,
Isa.55:1-13, -
Isa. 4117,

.

h, -
e,

two miles from Shechem, balween Mouats Ebal

terview ' with Nicodemus in our. .last: lesson,

several months ju Juden teaching and baptiz-
ing through hisdisciples. The croivdsleft John
and came 10 Jesus, which gave occasion:for a
further testimony of the Baptist to Jesus, Iu
December Jesus left. Judea to go."to- Galiles,
and " in passing through Samaria .on his way
came to Jacob’s well, the scene of to-day’s les-

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES..

5, JACOB GAVE : Gen. 48 : 22, :8, JACOB'S
WELL : 9 feat in diameter, 205 feet deop, former-
ly ; now, 75 feet; dug in solid. rock. - SBIxrix
HOUR : probably ¢ o'clock in thé evening, Ro-
nan reckoning ; by Jowish reckoning it would
ho 12 o'clock, “sixth hour from sunrise. Bul
John was writing iti lsphesus among Romans.
8. MEAT : food. 1. JEWS HAVE NO DEALINGS
WITH SAMARITANS : no free social intercourse,
but would buy and sell. They had rival forms
of religlon, rival temaples. The Swumaritans ae-
cepted onfy the five books of Moses as their
Bible, and wero partly descended -from
heathen ancestors (2 Kings 17 :6, 23, 21). 10.!
LIVING WATER : flowing as from a fountaln,
The -Holy S8pirit, bestowing - spiritual lite
(John 7:37). 13, 14, TUIRST, NEVER TUIRST:
every person is full of desires, bodily, mental,
spiritual. The world cannot satisfy the soul.
Jesus Chirlst saunctities the natural desires, aund
satisfies, the spirltual,. the longing for happi-
ness, for worthy life, for friendship, "for for-
giveness, for eternal life, for God,. 1. Go
CALL : said in order to convinca her of sin,
that she might seek the living water. €,
OUR FATHERS, ETC.:a question of great in-

Gerizim close by, 22, YE WORSHIP, ETC, :
that which ye.know not. They accepted only
a part of the Bible, and therefore their kuow-
ledge of God was imperfect. SALVATION OF
THE JEWS ! promised- in' their-Bible;—and-the
Messiah was to be descended from them and
born among them. . ’
LEARN BY HEART vs. 10, 13, 14, 23, 24, .
QUESTIONS. _
- INTRODUCTORY,—Where was Jesus 'in our
last lesson? With- whom did he have a long
conversation? Where did he go after thatt
(8:22) How long did he remain theret Do-
ing what! Why dia he leavet (i:1-3.) FFor
what place 1 At what season of the year?

SUBJKEUT : THE WATEBRS OF BETERNAL
LIl :

1. TUE THIRSTY ONE (v8. §-0).—To what
place did Jesus come on his way to Galtiee 1
What can you tell about Jacob’s well7 Why
did Jesus stni)l there? What can you learn
about Jesus' human nature from his becom-
ing weary? What time of the day was it?

ho met Lim theret What do you know of
her character? What favor dld.Jesus ask of
her? Why? What did shereply? Who were
the Samaritanst Why did they have no deal-
ings with the Jews?

II. THE WATER OF LIFE (vs. 10.15).—What
wayg Jesus’ reply to the womant Did she un-
derstand him 1 (vs. 11, 12,) HHow did Jesus
furtber deseribe the living water? Why is it
called living water? What did he mean b
this Hving water? (Joun 7 :37-30) What will
it do for us? In what. respects is the Qospel
1ike water (a8 free, abundant, cleansiug, ete,) ?
-What are.some of the human thirsts and
longings ? Can you measure the value of.our
being by these? Can this world satisty them ¥
Jor, 2:13.) How does Jesus sutisfy them§
Does ho destroy . the thirsts, or only satisfy
them? How does the Gospel bless even our
natural desires? (1 Cor. 10:81) Reconcile v.
14 with Matt. 5:6. ) .

1J1. PREPARING TILE THIRSTY TO RECEIVE
1r (v 16-18).—What did Jesus say to her then?
How would this convict her of sin and needt
Why must we feel our needs before wre will
seck the living watert (Rev.8:17.) Il_.veyou
sought this living water? -

LV. TrRUE WoRrsHIP (vs. 19-20). What ques-
tion did the _woman now ask Jesust
Why was It important to her? What
was Lhe diflerence between the Bamarilang
and the Jews? Whom did Jesus say we must
worship? In what elnce? In  what way?
Wwhat Is worshipt What is 1t to worship in
splrlt.)n.ml in trath ? What reason is givenf
(V. 24.

How does God's name * Father " help us to
true worship? Are forms of worshl}) wrong
What can we do to incrense the spirit of wor.
ship? How is salvation of the Jews?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,
. I. We may be weary in Christian work, but
not of it. .

1I. Christian service may refresh our weary
bodles. ) :

1II. We should take every opportunity.of
doing good.

1V. Sect, race, social position, rivalries,
should never keep us from kindly service or
religlous help.

V. Man s full of thirsts for earthly good, hap-

(See Solomon's oxporience in Ec,d!éi;

pliless, . forgiveness; 1
elernal life, God.: ' " i
5V1, This world, eannot: gatis
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» V1L Jesus Charist sntisfies evex"ﬁ‘th:lfs:m
s VILL 'Ihe Gospel” is like lving:wafers;
Areshing, abundaust, free, cleansing.. ;

" IX. “I'rud,worstip i sincere,- spiritual; of the’
true God;loving, obedlent, - .o et
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* 'SOWING AND REAPING.—John 4: 2742 77
- CoMMIT VERSES 35-36, °
bR o

* “GOLDEN TEXT. .

: 3;Qﬁe sowetl, and - another reéapeth,—John 4:

CENTRAL TRUTH.

s ilrer. g) : l.?ll ‘They ft,h':i't', gow in tears shall reapin joy.
o Xl . DAILY READINGS.
Su. Ps.42:1 . L
~ Rev.,22:1,2. L S - '1\‘[ J)ojm 4: 2742
Tine.~December, AD, 27, About 8 months| Lr - L's 126 LG i
after thelastlesson, - : o N
I’LAOE.-lJncobﬁs well at Syehar, a part of the P,
anciént 8hechem, at the foot'of Mount Gerizim. [ “Sa. - 2 Cor, 9.:.0.
-The well was one-half a mile fromn Sychar, aud] - Ga). 6 :7-10.

-Sl'l." Jamnes : 14-2.

“TIME.—~December, A D, 27.
with the last lesson, - - " . .
. ‘PLAck.—Jacob's well, half a mile from Sychar
in Samaria, Bl cu ST s

CIRQUMSTANCES. — To-day’s lesson follows
close upon our last. On his way to Galilee
Jesus passed through:Samaria, and resting at
Jucob's well while his disciples went on to
Sychar to buy some food, he had a conversation
on the living'water with o Samaritan_ woman,
who had come to the well for water, Jusltasbe
had annouunced himself a8 the Messinh his dis-
ciples'returned with the food from thecity, and
our lesson for to-day begins,

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

27. MARVELLED : because Rabbis were not
accustomed Lo give their learning in public to
women, because she was a Samaritan, and be.
cause of the evident interest the Lord took 1n
her welfare. 28, WATERPOT ;: the same word as
is used for the waterpots at the marriage in
Cana (2:7).° 32, MEAT TIHIAT YE KNOW NOT OF ;
the spiritual lifo God gave him in his work,
and the refreshmont that came from helping
the needy and serving God, 35, SAY YE NOT,
FOUR MONTHS, ele. : four months from that
time, The harvest was in April. This time
wis therefore December; the sowing was a
month or two earlier. Liwrr Up YOUR EYES:
doubtless polnting to the Samaritans who wers
approaching from Sychar {0 learn {from' him,
86, FRUIT UNTO LIFE ETERNAL: the result was
the eternal salvation.of others, and nobler and
better " life for .themselves, - This was thelr
wages, 38, I SENT YoU, ele. : Jesus had sown in
their absence ; now they were to reap, 8o it
would be all'through their lives, Prophets of
old, John the Baptist, and Jesus himsolf, sowed
the seed that grew into the church of God.

LEARN BY HEART the memory verses 35, 36;
P 126:5,6; Gal. 6: 7,8, - . .

. o QDESTIONS.. )
* INTRODUCTORY.—Where was Jesns golng iu
our last lesson 7' At what geason of the year?
Where did horest¥ With whom did he havea
long conversation 2 On what subject t
SUBJECT : SOWING AND REAPING,

I. I"IRST SOoWING —I’ERSONAL INVITATIONS TO
CHurisr (vs, 27-20).—Where wore Jesus' disciples
during his conversation? At what did they
marvel on their return? Whyt What didthe,
Samaritan woman now dot What did she tell
ber fellow-townsmoen i Why these rather than
strangers ?- What can you do In inviting men
to.Jesus ?

FIRST REAPING.—What was the eflect of her
invitation? Were they wise in goingto Jesus
tolearn more? What does Paul say about sow-
ing and reaping? (Gal. 6:7, 8; 2 Cor. 9:6,)
WEfw.L i said In the 'Pialms? (Ps.120:5, 6.)

Is some good effect sure to follow from invit.
ing othersto Olrist§ Can we have the harvest,
unless we do tho sowing ¥ .

II. SECOND SOWING.—WORKING FOR CHRIST
(vs, 31.81),—What did Jesus reply when asled to
eat the food brought by his disciples?. What
wis the food * that they knew not 7”1 ‘Can we
have that food 7. Does working for Christ re.
tresh our bodies? o N

SECOND REAPING (Vs 35-38.)—How long was it,
before the harvestt MHow near was the-spirit.
ual harvest ? What were the ¢ fields white to
the harvest??  What are the “wages” ofthose
that renp? What {8 “the fruit unto eternal
lifo”’7 Who had sown the harvest the dise
ciples werelo reap? o

What is life cternal? Was this harvest
eterual lifs in themselves or in others? 1o
the unknown sowers of good sced have as much
to do with tho harvestas the reapers? What
comfort for many in this? Why is the harvest
a time of rejoicing,

LI1, THIRD SOWING.—FAITH (vs. 39, 40).—~Why
did the Samaritans believeonJestus?  Was this
a good foundation for faith?  whal two things
did it lead them to do? (vs, 30, 40.)

THIRD REAPING (V8. 41, 42).—How long did
Jesus remain at Sychar? What was he pro-
bably doing during thistime? What two re.
sultsof their faith do wesee? (vs. 40,41.) Why
did they believe now? What did they be-
lieve ?

Was this o better foundation than the other
15 there anything so helpful to fajth as personal
acquaintance with Jesus aud experience of his
salvation 1 Is Jesus a botter Saviour to us be.
cause he isthe Saviour of the world?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Those that sow shall reap what they sow.

1I. Ouly by sowing good seed can there be a
harvest of good.

11L Invite all you ean, especially those near-
est you, tocome to Christ. ' . ]

1V. God feeds our spirits through work for
him and our fellow-meu.’

V. The harvest of souls is always ready to be
gathered, . .

VI, A little faith well used leads to greater
‘r’umx and brings us into communion with

esus, .

V1. Letus place our faith more and more on
the foundation of personal acquaintance with
Jesas and his Gospel.

The same day
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