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hureh, in which tho revealed mysteries are care-
rully retained : to tho camp that worships before
the sanctuary, where the cloud and tho fire are scen
morest,  Exod. 838, 9, 10.—Num. 9, 17.

sdnd in the midst thereof the likeness of four
ieing crealures.  Andthis was their appearance ;
“hereeas the likeness of @ man in them.

The four living creatures are generally under-
<tood to denote the four cvangelists,  Zheretcas the
}-keness of @ man in them ; because in their Gos-
pels the eternal Son is described under the like-
ness of man ; whose nature he assumed,

Ieery onc had four faces ; and every one had
tour wings.

T'he four fuces and four twings of every one,
shew that the Gospel of each i addressed, and the
tlight directed, to all the four quarters of the earth,
Uhat they are the winged bearers inall directions,
+ the Guspet, or glad tidings of salvation to cvery
croature,

Their fect were straight feel : § the sole of their
w0t qwas like the sole of a calfs foot ¢ end they spar-
Mod like the appearance of glowing brass.

"The straightness of their feet marks theirundevi-
iy tendency forward to the end proposed ; the
sostiuetion, sanclification and salvation of all, a-
mong whom, in their onward progress, they arrive,,
ATse, that they are not to bo dIvcﬁcd\ Z’rogn}}p_iﬁ

~uise ;or made 6 swerye by any forced or fanci-
ul interpretation from their original meaning in
vizht that they relate : their march and gait being
vor determined, controlléd and directed, b’:y the
spivit of truth,

T%e solo af their foot was as the sole of a calf’s
ool

{i7s un the sole of thefoot that one slands : and it
sun the typical religion of the Jews that the
Uhritian Religion is folnded. Now the supreme
#ct of the Jewish Religion, that is, Sacrifice ; con-
“'sted in the Emblematical offering up chicfly of

alees, oxen, bullocks, &ec.

Zheir sperkling, like the cppearomce of glowing
drass, denotes the bright, and likewise durable
quality of the truths they proclaim.

And they had the hands of a man under their
»ings on teir four sides,

Itis with real buman hands that the bearers of
the Gospel to all the four quarters of the carth ; the
Jaw{ul pastors of Christ’s Church ; administer to
the faithful the Sacraments, and all the sanctify-
g and saving helps, which the gospel preached
by them implies, -

<Ind they had faces ang wings on their four sides
~~as above. 4nd the wings of one were joined to
he wings of another, They turned not, when they
‘oent : but every onc went straight forward,

A_\\ }lxis shews their close connection, and theun-
:If:x'mtxngiendency of their flight : that their four
Gospelsare but one: and that the bearers, or
;.)r.cachcrs of that Gospel, baving their wings so
ioined, keep the same w.erring and steady flight :
fhat t'heu' Rule of Faith isnot a whimsical, crook-
¢d, zig-zag one ; bending, according {o human
ceprice, from right to left : that they aro not, as

doctrine—Ephes. 5, 14—but ' that their doctrine is
invariable and unerring ; over tending straight for-
ward, and directing us onwards to the happy end,
for which we were created.—Not such is the march
and progress of error ; which follows the allure-
ments of its fancy ; or shrinks from the objects of
ils fears. The reptile Serpent brood can never
proceed in a straight line. They are condemned
to wriggle on their crovked way in tho dust and
filth, on which they feed. Gen. 3, 14, They
have not the wings of the Dove, to casty them aloft,
and bear them clear o all earthly obstruction, Ps.
54,7.

And, as for the likeness of their fuces, there was
the face of a man, and the fuce of a lion on the right
sideof all the four : and the fuce of an ox on the left
stdeof all tie four . and the fuce of on cagle over all
the four,

The face of @ manis understood to allude to Saint
Matthew ; who begine his Gospel with the human
genealogy of Christ ; shewing him thereby to be
truly man, as descending from man; who at the
same timeig truly God. Thus the first of the four
Gospels begins by describing the human ; and the
last, or that of Saint John, by describing the divine
generation of the Saviour, Tnthisthe wings of both
meet, and are joined.

The face of the Lion indicates Saint Mark ; who
begins his Gospel with the zoice crying in the de-
sart ; where the Lion’s voice is tha loudest heard
and by shewing the Saviour, the Zion df the tribeof)
Juda, entering the wilderness ; and there, accord-
ing to Jacob’s praphecy—Gen. 49, 9— Couching
like the Lion, or Lioness for his prey : trying, as

the Apostle says, carried about with cvery wingd of!|

man, bis strength in‘sccret against the ruler of this
world, before coming forth conguering to conquer,
As David tried his strength upon the Lion, whom
he slew ; before openly facing and slaying the Go-
liah of the Philistincs, This? Gospel besides was
written under the direction of Saint Peter, the im-
metliate representative of Juda’s lion ;and is hence
called Saint Peter’s Gospel.

Theright side is that of the Gentiles ; for on their
side did the Man-God display in their conversion
the resistless might, and all-subduing force of the
lion,

" The left side is that of tho Jews : and the face of |
the oz on thatside, the emblem of their sacrifice, al-
tudes to Saint Luke; who gives the priestly gene-
2logy of the Saviour ; shewing him, and also ‘his
precursor, tohave beendescendeg from tha tribe of
Leviand the house of Aaron,

ke face of the cagle over all the four, The ea-
gleis the allegorical emblem of Saint Joln; who
soaring over all the others, darts forth at once
beyond the bounds of time : contemplatés the cter-
nal generation of the Son from the Father ; and
thence allighting on his native earth, proclnims him
God the word ; who wes made man and dwelt a-
mongsl us.

And their faces and their wings were stretched
upwards: two wings of every one icerejoined , and
two covered their badics. '

Lheir faces and their wings were styetched up-

wards to Heaven, the place to which thoy tend :!
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the abject of their utimost wishes and expectations.
Tho twowingsof cach joined, denote their close
union ; their moral and dootrinal concert : and the
lwo, with which they cover their bodies, their mys
tevious and allegorical character.

And every one of them twent straight forward ;
whither theimpulse of the spirit was fo go, thither
thei; went : and they turned not when they went.

‘T'hey are impelled and directed ivalltheir move
menls by the impulse of that divino upirit, which
the Saviour promised (o send to teach his pastors
all things ; and guide them into alltruth, tothe end
of the world, John 15, 23,

And, as for the likencss of the living creafures,
their.appearance was like that of Lving coals of fire:
and like the appearance of Lamps. 4'lis wus the
viston running {0 and froin the midst of the living
creatures : a grzght Jire ; and lightenings going
forth from the fire.

Coal is a terrestrial substance. It is hore thers-
forc the appropriate emblem of the carthly creaturt
man all on fire with divine love.

The living creatures, thus likened to burning
coals af fire, are also likened to Lamps : because,
as our Saviour said of them, they are the light of the
world, Mat. 5, 14,

Their running to and fro, denoles their indefa-
tigable activity ; their anxious and restless endea-
vours to spread all around them the sacred fire of
that charity, with which they glow : and to shew
forth, like Lamps, the light of faith, enhauced by
the bright and edifying example of their virluous
conduct: as Saint Paul exbhorts—preach, says he,
the word, De instant, in scason’; oul of season.
Intreat ; rebuke, in all patience and doclrine, 2
Tim, 4,2,a0d verso 5, Be thou vigilant : labour
in.all things : dothe work of an evangelist : fulfif
the Blinistry : be sober, &c. . -

The bright fire; and lighinings going forth
from the fire ; represent proceedipg from the fuir-
nancerof charity sand from their hearts all'on firo
with that divine virtue ; their bright convincing and
allsubduing doctrine: theicenlightening & instuction
and heart-enkindling exhortations ; which, for theiz
splendid evidence, and rapid overpowering effect ;
are compared {o “%e vivid and instantaneous flashes
of lightuing. .cme consider the lifhtninga here
mentioned, (since lightning is.usually acconipane
ied with tempest,) as emblematical of the power,
with which the Church, in her natheras’and Ex-
communications, blasts,-as with irresislible light-
n{ngS, all heresies,schisms, and scandalous immaqz-
alities, .

To be continwedy

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,
Contipmeg.
THE SECOND BOCK OF SAMUEL,
OTHERYISE CALLED
THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS.

This Book relates the transactions from the
death of Saul, until the end of David’s reiign; hoe
ing a history for the space of about forty-six
ears, C s

3 Chapter i—Verse 10,~—I killed BAim, Ths
stor{ of the young Amalecite was nict true, a2 may
easily be proved by comparing it with the last
chapler of the foregoing bonk, verse 4: D, B.

It appears, the young.manin the confusion of (tr
defeat, had been_able to take the diadem and
bracelet from the dead body of Saul. And, in de-
livering them up, e thought to enhance bis meri?,
by representing fimscifas the one who bad final-
Iy delivered David from his most cruclacd seleeis
less persceutor, ~ ) g
Verse 18-=4s it is-oritien in the -dook 'df {he
Just, Here is another Boole of the seripturé men-
tioned, which has beenJest.

Chapter ji. v, 30.~He rcigned two years, tht



