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Protestants reject the traditions, or the oral testimo.
ny of the universal Church ; and consider tlheniselres
bound to believe nothin but the wrilen wordor Scrp.
ture; and thus etill, n Uirect contradiction to that ve-
ry Scripture which they own tlens'elvea bound to be.
heve ; for im it they read the Saviour's formal decta.
ration : le io will nlot hear tIe Cliurch, lot hlim
be unto thee s a heatien and a publican." -
Mfatt. 18, xviL But Bay tiey, lie bids us sarch the
Scriplures. lie did juideci! bid iqi ciucunci', t1ge
Scribes and Pharisees, scarch the Scriptures ; tose

7nly of the Old Testament, for they liad not those of
lie New ta scarcli ; but, like t'tr 1roiertante, rte%,
prided tlhinselvei in Uicir knowledge ui the ea ied
writings. without however, undlerstainling theni pro-
perly ; since they recogmitzed not huni for the Messiahl,
whomn these writings so clearly pointed out: 'Searclh
the Scriptures. "says lie to them, "lfor in tleul you
tîinnk go have fic everlasting: and these are they,
tvliclî bear tcsttîuîauy ta inc."-John 5. xxxtx. lie
did not say lui thim you have ifil everiastiii ;" for
it is clear, they liad it not, as they renainied incredu-
lotis, ihough thîey hadl the Scrptures : (and like our
Protestants, nisinterpreted'tlhem;) I but in themn you
think to have lite everlasting;" that whichi the Church,
with simdlar propriety, and ibr the like purpose. etill
addreEsus to lier Scripture sehrchin aiversarnce.
Did these search the Scriptures wiîth minds open ta
conviction, they would find in then that iwe are com-
manded ta hiold as firmiy the unwritten or traditional
word of Godas the wrnttcn or Scriptirai one. Stand
fusu," savs St. 1>aul ;é"and fioud Ic tri di.,ions vriicli
vou have learnied vhiethier by word or by epistle."
b Thess. 2. xiv. "Faii,"' says the same Apostle,
.corne by the hearin'.:" Roin.1nxvii, nul Ilitn by Ic

readiugz,. For the reaodii!,c, %vitl Ieave fur ail ta inter-
pret, evei the things which are liard ta be understooi.
cx-Voses, accordimg ta Saimt Peter, "ithe unlearned and
unstable to wrest the Scriptures ta their own perditi-
on :" 2 Pet. 3, xv. and hence lie affirms that "nu pro.
phecy of Scripture is of private interpretation."-2
Pet 1. xx. Ouîr Saviair coninands us ta hear lis
lawful pasuars ne wve %auld even hiniQchf. Illie Who
lears you," says lie, addressing theim, "lhears me,"
&c.-Luke 10, xvi. But ta lear themu is not ta read:
for, as ie have sen aboe, and as Saint Pa a erms,
thc idier kils, if interpretedl wrong . but iîîuerpreteh
right. as it uust be by those whom C lirist bids us hear,
as if le hîimîself were spîeaking to u, it is hife. The
Scrilîture then can never be separatel froiti s i utho.
risc! intcrpreters ; and thiese I.re accorhitiîg ta Scrip-
ture, the Apostles and their lawful:successora, the pua-
tors aithe Chîurch.

Ntrtierless are the Scripture texte, vhich shw Ie
necessity for the maintenance of Ile truths revealed,
of oral or tradtional, as well as wriulti stiiny.
But, iudeed it were quite neeilhess to cite them, for
comun' seluse a!one Shîews us tlint tvithiouit th Gr4l
testiniony, the written cannot exist. IHow do we
knov for instance. that the Scrioture is the uispired
word of Gol! 1 Not fromt the Scupture ilself, but
from the oral testîionv of hie Clurclh. llow does the
Protestant know whîichî books ta inchuide in the sacred
code ofScrptuire; and wich tn exclude fron it; for
he rejects severai whichthe Catholhc admnits ? Only
fron the oral testintiony ofliîs sect. Or should lie say
fron his owi inlterml conviction : s1ù1 this ie no'
Scrpturc, buta distinct primriple; nothng better than
his own oral tetnoiy, nhen outwardly expressed.

It is strange that the Protestant without ever per-
ceiving il, is constantly so at variance with hiimself in
huie reoIions behief.

ic says li believes nothing but wat is clearly ex-
pressed in ecripture; and yet lie believes what is no
where expressel in) it.

1. Tat the Scripture contain the whhole rccalefh
word or God ; or, wvliat il; thc saine tliing, tluat thcre
is no unwritten word of God.

2. That the Books of Tobias, Judith, W'iin.
Ecci, siasticuî, and tie twa fluks af tho Marcasees,
forîn no lirîtun o the written word of Gay!: for thugt
his shorter code of seripture ie the only true one.

-3.' Tlat inants nay be bapti.ed, thougli they have
not actuol failli.

4. Thoughlà seemingly against scripture, that tle
twshing of thefiet, i. not a sacrament.

5. Though against thec'clearest texts of scripture,
and the repeateul prohiibitoîry threa's of God - that the
Sabbath, or the eeventh day of the wcek, .s no longer
to be kept holy ; but the Sunday or tirst day of the
wekh, in its siea!.

6. That In epite of Christ'e promise to the ton-
trary, thegatesof heil hare prerailed against his Chu rch,

7. That Luther was tIe only oie capable of set-
ting lier right again. This the Lutheran beheves;
tiouîgh lie finds nu mention ofsuci a reformng worthy
in Scripture. le takes itn thIe oral testimony offhiis
ecct. The Calvimîist, ona like autiority, prefers Cal-
vii, as a reformer of the primitive Church,-so does
the Weileyan Wesley, &c.
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