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From the Tablet.
TUB
EDUCATION OF THEL POOR.
The time of honorable members, on
Puesday night, was, to all appcarance,
usefully emplayed in  discussing the mo-
mentous question of the Education of the
Poorin Great Britam,  ‘T'ho wover ol
this discussion was Lotd Ashley—=z man
* Ywho, though his party opinions are by no
‘means hidden uader a bushel—isyet sham.
‘_ ang tho factious dishoacsty of both partics,
. by laboring with all his might on those

1 . . ..
'E questions which confer no party distincts

on, but simply earn for the labourer the
spplause of all good men, and the earnest
';bcncdic&ions of the poor.  Wouldto God
fhac we had more such politicians ; we
ghould not then, periaps, havo occasion
%0 express our special satisfaction atihis
ono being a Lord and a Tory, and finding
thence a greater readines. 10 the old Ob-
structives nnd Dead-weight Puoliticians to
go-operate with him, and lend thewr aid to
,Iais virtuous excrtions.

Our readers cannot of courso torget the
seport of the Commisstoners appotted 1o

: ‘nquire into the condition of the children

{n wines aud factories ;3 the hornble facts
y them brought to hight ; nor the humane
though imperfect and mangled enactunents
‘(ouuded ou that report, a¢ the nstance o
'~ .Lord Ashley. This year the same Com™
mission has issued another butky report,
with its gigantic appendices of evidence
apont the conditior of children in other

‘departments of industry ; and this year,
100, true to  his humane vocation, Lord
‘Ashley hardly allows the vast blue books
l&obecome ory, before he lays some of
stheir appalling  detarls before the House,
and calls upon a legislatare that affects to
b st le itself Christian, for tts aid in fithng

3 {upthcﬁerriﬁc abyss of ignorance involved

in those details.

We hardly know how to follow Lord
'Ashley over the ground which he trod so

8 fithfully on Tuesday night.  The reporis

o which he drew the ninterials for his
gspccch arc before us, but even the frag-

g ~ments which he selected are 100 bulky for

k¢

‘aut coatracted space, and we can find

X | .

icoom for little more thun a few genera|
§ results.
¥ ‘picture more thoroughly ¢ sgraceful 1o

It is impossible to imagine a

k) Protestamism than that drawn by Lord
B | Ashley, and confirmed by the emphatic
¥ dictum of Sir James Graham, “Althe’,”
1 1aid his lordship, *¢ the country way dis.
| icgard e expense entailed upon it by the
ki increase of crime, this 1s not the conse-
g | quence 1o look t0; butthe evil is gradus
"' ally becoming wider and deeper; and |
E} am suro that no onc who has listiened to
$! my statement, and is satisfied of the truth
B! of it, can be bro't to hopeythat the present
{ state of things can be allowed 10 go un-
k| sbecked for 20 years without leading to a
&1 gencral convulsion, and the overturning of
By 'bo whole system of society.”” Butmark
Bi e cuphatic commentary upon this state-
B nent put forth by one of the most bigoted
by of modern Protestants—Sir James Gra-
B! Wam 2 § cannot but bear in mind, that
X while all the other Governments of Eu-
mpo, warned by the melancholy events
E ‘tatdarkened the lavier years of the fast

painful to dwell on—warncd by these sad
lessons, have directed their carnest, their
unceasing atiention to the moral training
and religious cducation of their people—
England alone, Protestaat, Christian, [?]
Engiand, has neglected this all-important
duty of giving her peoplethat tinining,—
that education—which so intimately con~
cerns, not only their temporal, but their
eternal welture. It may safely bo asserts
ed, that this most important subject has
been neglected in this country to & greater
degree than in any other civilized couns
try.” 11D There, Peter McCulloch,slan~
derer of the Papal States, what say you
1o this undeniable testitnony of your poor-
law (ricod and ally, Sir James Grahum ?
Does not his rare honesty put you to the
blush 2 Butlet us waive controversy for
the present, nnd confine ourselves to such
a meagre onttine of the admitted aud
shocking 1eality as our too limited space
will allow. There will be ample opportu~
rity, and, ulas ! ample scope for comment
hereafter.  The evil is deep, horrible, and
umversal.  We may begin  where we
please—for in this dreadful condition of
things there is no beginning and no end-
ing. 'The first town we come to furnishes
as good an iliustration of the horrible
reality as any other that could be selected.
Let us, then. take Leeds and Sheffield—
peemising that we are obliged to omit,even
from Lord Ashley’s speezh, many points
of juvenile depravity that would not be fit
(or the perusal of a large class of our
readers.

The report of the state of Leeds, for
1838, was to this effect:

«It appears that the early periods of
life furnish the greatest portion of crimis
nals. Children of seven, eight, and nine
years of age are not unfrequently brought
before magistrates; & very large portion
under fourteen years. ‘The pareats are,
itis to ke feared, in many instances, the
direc: causes of their crime® ¢ The
spirit of lawless insubordination [says Mr
Simons, the sub.commissioner] which
prevails at Leeds among the children is

12 years and upwards, gaming for copper
coin ® ® ® (he boys are early inni-
ated into habits of drinking. Butthe moat
revolting leature of juvenile depravity is
early contamination fromn the association
of the sexes, The outskirts of the town
are absolutely polluted by this abomnauon
® @ ® TheRev Mre Parish said,—
“ Thero are beer houses atiended by
youths exclusively, for the men will not
have them in the same houses with them.
selves.”  [lugh Parker,Esq. a justice of
the peace, remarked, ** A great propor~
tion of the working classes are ignorant
and profligate. ® ® * the morals of
their children exceedingly depraved and
corrupt ® ® ®{given, atavery early
age, to petty thelt, swearing, and lywng 3
during minority,10 drunkenness, debauchy
ery, idleness, dog and prize fighting.”—
Whilst Mr. Rayner, the superinizndent of
police, rematked, that lads from 12 to 14
years of age constantly frequent beer-
houses ; and have, even at that age, girls
with them, who often meite them 10 com-
mit petty thefts ® * ® vices of every
description at a very early age * & *
greataumber of vagrant children prowhng
about the streets ® * these corrupt the
working children ® ® @ The habits
of the adults confiemn the chuldren i their
vices ® *® the girls are many of them,
loose in their conduct, and accompany
theboys, ¢ * ® 1 remember the
Chartist attack on Sheffield last winter.~——
[ amcertain that a great number of young
men were among them—some as young
as fif*acu ¢ they'generally actas men.”—
All this was confirmed by Daniel Astwood,
also a police officer, by Mr. George
Crossland, registrar and vestry-clerk 1o
the board of gnardians; by dr. Ashley.
master of the Lancasterian school 5 by
Mr. Koight, and by Mr. Carr, surgeon.
who remarked, ¢ There is most vice and
tevity and ruschief in the cless who are
between sixteen and nineteen.  You see
more lads between seventeen atd nine-
tcen with dogs at their heels and other
evidences of dissolutc habits.”* M-,

very mauifest : it is matter for painful ap-
prehension.” [flear, hear,] Jas. Child,
an inspeotor of Police, stated that which
was well worthy the attention of the house.
He said there was o great deal of drunk-
enness, especially among the young peo-
ple. [Hear] Ihave seen children very
little higher than the 1able at these shops.
There are some beer shops, where there
are rooms up stairs,and the boys andgirls,
old people and married of both sexes, go
up two by two. ¢ @ ® John Stubbs,
of the Police force, confirmed the above
testimony. He said, ¢*we have a deal of
girls on the 1owa under 15, and boys who
liva by thieving.  2'%ere are half a dozen
beer-shops, where none but young ones g9
at all. 'T'hey support 1hesc houses,—
The Rev Mr Livescy, the minister of St
Philip’s, having a population of 24,000,
which consisted almost exclusively of the
labouning classes, said—** the moral con-
dition of children ® * in numerous
inslances, is mostdeplorable. ® ® ®

@ & On Sunday afternoons it is impos-
sible to pass along the highways, &c. be-
voud the police boundaries, without en.

i eenlury with ecenes which it would be too

countering numecrous groups of boys,{rom

James Hall and others of the working
people say, the “morals of the children
are tenfold worse than formerly, * ® *
There are beer-shops 1requented by boys
from nine to fifteen years old, ta play for
money and liquor.”  Charlotte Kirkman,
a poor woman, aged sixty, observed, * I
thiok morals are getting much worse,
which 1 attribute in a great measure to the
beer-shops. * ¢ * ® There were no such
girls in my time as there are now. When
I was lour and five and tweaty, my mo-
ther would have knocked me down if |
had spoken improperly to her. * © #
many have children at 15, I think bass
tardy almost as common now, as a woman
being in the family way by her husband.—
Now i2's thought nothing about? °
sThe evidence [saysthe subscommissior-
er] with very few exceptions,atiests a me-
lancholy amount of immorality among the
children of the!working classes in Shef-
ficld, and especially among young persvns.
Within & year of tha time of my visit. the
town was preserved from an organized
scheme to fire and plunder it, merely by
t{ho information of one man, and the con-
sequent readiness of the troops.”
To de continued,

What have the well paid Law Church been
about all the while ?— Editor.

T Y T S S S T R I e T e -

THE PROTESTANT, OR NEGATIVE FAITH,
REFUTED; AND TIE CATHOLIC, OR AR.

KRMATIVE  PAITIL, DEMONSTRATED
FROM SCHIPTURE.
(Continued.)

XXXIL.—or TRADITION.

P'rotestants reject the traditions, or the oral testimo-
ny of the universal Church ; and consider themselves
bound to belicve nothing but the written wordor Serip-
ture ; and thus stifl, in direct contradiction to that ve-
ry Scripture which they own themselves bound to be-
lieve ; for in it they read the Saviour's tormal decla-
ration : “Ile who will not hear the Church, let him
be unto thee as a heathen and a publican,” —
Matt. 18, xvii. Dut, say they, he bids us sezarch the
Scriptures, He did indeed bid his enemies, the
Scrbes and Phacisees, search the Seriptures ; those
only of the Old Testament, for they had not those of
he New to search ; but, like our Proiestants, they
prided themselves in their knowledge of the sacred
wriings, without however, understanding them pro-
perly ; since they recogmized not i for the Messiah,
whom these writings so clearly pointed out: “Search
the Scriptures,’” says he to them, “for in them you
think to have hfe everlasting ; and these are they,
which bear testumony to wme."—John 5. xxxix. He
did not say “in them you have life everlasting ;* for
1t is clear, they had it not, as they remained incredu-
lous, though they had the Scrintures: (and like our
Protestants, misinterpreted them ;) ¢ but 1n them you
think to havelite everlasting;™ that which the Church,
with suntlar propricty, and for the like purpose. etill
nddresses 1o her Scripture searching  adversarics.
Did these search the Scriptures with minds open to
conviction, they would find in them that we are com-
manded to hold as firmly the unwritten or traditional
word of God as the weitten or Scuptural one.  »Stand
fust,” says St. Paul; “and hold the traditions which
vou have lexcned whether by word or by epistle.”
2 Thess. 2. xiv.  “Fuaith,” says the same Apostle,
«comes by the hearing :” Rom.10,xvii, not then by the
reading. ~ For the reading, with leave for all to intor-
pret, even the things which are hard to be understood.
caposes, according to Samt Peter, “the unlearned and
unstable to wrest the Scriptures to their own perditt-
on :” 2 Pet. 8,xv. and hence he affirms that “no pro.
pheey of Scripture is of private interpretation.”—2
Pet 1. xx. Our Saviour commands us to hear s
lawful pastors as we would even himself. e who
hears you," says he, addressing them, *hears me,”
&e.~Luke 10, xvi. But to hear them isnot to read :
for, as we have seen above, and as Saint Paul affirms,
the letter kills, if interpreted wrong : but interpreted
right, a8 it must be by those whom Christ bids us hear,
as 1t he himself were speaking to us, itz e, The
Scripture then can never be separated from its nutho.
rised interpreters ; and these ure according to Scrip-
ture, the Apostles sud ther lawful’successors, the pas-
tors ofthe Church.

Numberless are the Scripture texts, which show the
necessity for the mnintenance of the truths revealed,
of oral or fraditional, as well as written testunony.
But, indved it were quite needless to cite them, for
caompmon scuse alone shews us that without the oral
testimony, the written cannot exist. Iow do we
know for instance. that the Scrioture is the wspired
word of God? Not from the Scipture self, bt
from the oral testunony of the Church.  How does the
Protestant know which books to include in the sacred
code of Scripture ; and which to exclude from it ; for
he rejects several whichthe Catholic admits?  Only
from the oral testimony ofhis sect.  Or should he sap
from his own internal conviction ; sull this iz not
Scripture, buta distinct principle; nothing better than
his own oral testitnony, when outwardly expressed.

It isstrange that the Protestant without ever per-
ceiving it, is constantly o at variance with himseli in
his veligious belief

He says he believes nothing but what is clearly ex-
pressed in ecripture; and yet he believes whatis no
where expressed in it

1. ‘That the Scripture contains the whole revealed
word of God; or, what is the same thing, that there
is no unwritten word of God.

2. ‘That the Books of Tobias, Judith, Widim,
Ecclesiasticus, and the two Books of the Maccabees,
form no poruwn of the written word of God @ for that
his shorter code ot scripture is the only true one.

3. That infants may be baptized, thovgis they have
not actual faith, .

4. "hough seemingly against scripture, that the

washing of the feet, is not a sacrament.

5. “Though agninst the'clearest texts of scripture,
and the repeated prohititory threa's of Gud s thatthe
Sabbath, or the seventh day of the week, .s uo longer
to be kept holy ; but the Sunday or first day of the
week, iu its stead.

6. That mepite of Christ’s promise to the von.
trary, the gates of kel have prevailed against his Church,
7. ‘That Luther was the only one capable of set~
ting her vight agoin. This the Lutheran believes;
though he finds no mention of such a refortming worthy
in Scripture. e takes it on the oraltestimony of his
sect,  The Calvinist, ona like authority, prefers Cal-
vin, as a reformer of the pritnjtive Church,~—so does

the Wesleyan Wesley, &ec.



