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TH~lE STORýY 0P ASlJANTI.*

BY LUCY NWARDEN BIlOOKIXG.

TYPICA. JIEAI 0E '%VEST AFRJCAN.

I., the eighitieth report of the
Wcesleyan 'Methodist Missionary So-
cicty for 1894, we iind the following:

-Our %vorki in Western Africa is the
o1a.lest in whichi we are engagcd, older
tlai tlîe Society itself ! Its Ihistory is a
bing aud pathetie record of sacrifices, the
httest of which is thie death, twvo lllonlths
agt.-o, of our Young brother Johiaiin Frani'.
Mýiiahedler. But those sacrificesliave been
part of the price pa~id for g,,reat resuits.
Tleiis of thousands hlave beezi rescued
froin idlol.try, superstition aîîd sin, and
the moral auîd social fruits of the Gospel
hiave ripeîîud ini regions long cursed withi
hie-aîeîisli influences, In the districts
of Sierra Leone and Ganbia, Gold Coast
micluding Ashianti) anîd Lagos, there is
1101 a lliuînbershiip of 15,554 sutils, withi
2.003 on trial. The native ininisters
nismber forty.six, and 14,953 childrcn
are rcceivingf, instruction in our day aud

We Canadian MNetliodists should
hiave a twofold intercst in this
distant field as the veteran mission
(-f our beloved parent Church, and,
-ilso, because our own land wvas in
the circle througli which, the light
lirst traveiled to reach West ilfrica.t!

After the American War of Inde-

pendence many of those negrocs
who forsook their masters and served
in the B3ritish forces, were cilrriied to,
-Nova Seotia withi the U. E. Loyalists
and theredeclared free. Othens went
Nvitli the I3ritishi regimients to Eng-
land, and wcre finally conv eyed to
Afica and forined the colon y of
Sierra, Leone. During this time Mfr.
Wyesley's in issionaries were wvork i ng
in Nova Scotfia; many of the negroes
'%vere converted to God, and wlihen,
in 1792, a fleet sailed from Nova
Seotia to Sierra Leone, containing
eleven or twelvc liundred blacks,
,,they carried the savour of divine
grace -with themn; and being- at-
tachied to our doctrinc and discipline
they establiied the worship of God
amnong themnselves, according to, the
plan of the 'Methodists. Two or
thre offlciated as local preachers
and otliers as class-leaders. As
tlîeir I ives wvcre exemplary othlers
soon joined themn, and in process of
time a preaching-house w'as erected 1
In the Minutes of Conference for
1792, we find, under the le:îd of
-What numbers are in the societies?'

the answ'er is, , Sierra Leone, colour-
ed people, 223.' This is the first
official record of 'Methodism on the
continent of Aftrica."

The wvork did not extend to the
Gold C'oast for some years. Indeed,
our earliest connection with the
coast of Guinea, was anything
but creditablc-tîe consent of Uer
.MajestyV Qucen Elizabeth being given
(thoughi reluctantly) for the contin-
uation of the slave trade by the
Royal African Company of England.
We sighi and say, 4"IIow very incon-
sistent!" whien we read that these

* Thlis adq1niirahle recordl of iflissio>xary heroisini Possessesti iltld initrcst to las iiinaa
h --la the faut tuiat Mr. Brookiiig, one of the pioimuers of the Asinimision tiîhir t lic
h.nrlnirsn of Africa, ivas -SlS0ollui of the piQuleurs of the Methoffist liiissioiis iii our ownl

aiut oî ifla . Itla îct~okof filial tflh2ctioii for lais dtugliter, Miss Bro)king,
pîrepjare this lîcautifuil trilbuuî to lier luloveilfalc.E.


