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shall be greached in wll the world for & winess to all na-
tions ; then shall the end come.”

[f then this is tAe great work of the Church during the
absence of her Lord, let every Christian see 10 it, that he

or she has her share in doingit ! No one may neylect it

and fail Lo take active interest in missions on peril of |©

proving themselves heartlessly indifferent to the last
desives of Fesus Christ”  Fighteen hundred years have
mide no difference in His wishes.  Heis “the same yes-
terday, to day, and for ever.” He did not speak to Apostles
as such onlv; He addressed them as representatives of
the whole Church.
the wotld, nar continue to preach duniny all the ayes
Christ addressed his command b English men and

Eleven men could not evangelize ali

women ol the nineteenth century Just as much s to
Galileans of the first.  And a responsibility which rests
on alf must needs rest on cack.

Reader * ask yourself, what am 1 domg 1 obedience
Lo thig List command of Christ?
ing?

Whom am | evangeliz-
How much do | care for the conversion of the
heathen? How often du [ pray for Missionaries
much do [ gere to Missions ?

How
What ditlerence would »
make v me if there were no heathen world 7 - /1
. -~-—
The Pariahs of India.

With vine or two unimportant exreptions, the move-
ment of communities towards Christanity in the Arcot
District has been tiouted to Pariah villages, whose in-
habitants, we need hardly say, are the lowest dregs of
Hindu sociaty @ wretched outcasts, despised, oppressed
and ruthlessly trampled upon by all whta claim, or are
admitted to bave, any social standing whatsoever.  Vir
tually, if not really, they occupy the status of slaves
Their positian as regards self suppart 1s, as nught be in-
ferred, the lowest of the low.  ndigence, peaury, destitu
tion are terms which do no more than accurately repre-
sent their condition.  Here and there may be found a few
who are possessors of small patches of cultivable land ;
but these are scarcely, if at all. bettee off than their
wretched  wssociates, for they lave whinust invartably
mortgaged therr property up to s Jult value, and 1ts pro
duce goes only to ennch thewr opulent high-caste oppres-
sors, the latter taking yood care that the mortgyees shall
never be lifted. The vt magority are altogether with
out means of independent sabsmistence, and only earn o
preranous, hand to mowth, and altogether insuflicient
Iivehihood as helpless wnd degraded dependants on their
wealthy neighbours  Many of them are found o have
suld themselses with their tamilies fora tew rupees into a
servitade practically perpeteal, wasmuch as they G
never even hope 1o command the paitry sum which would
redeem tngr hberty. All of them are 1 a condition of
utter and remediless poverty, verging on unqualified
paupenisin. - Probably, indeed. nothing saves them from
becoring absolute paupers except the fact that they can
find few, if any, to give them aans. Threatened wich
starvation, they work in hopeless nusery and degradation
for their miserable pittance, doled out unwillingly by the
troh hand of uppression. Such 15 their pitable condition
while sull heathen,

Hard as 1015 w conceive of such a sination beiny ren-
dered any worse and tess enduradle, there s stil) a lower

depth wnto which they plunge when they embrace Christi-
anity.  Wretched as was their previous siate, there yet
existed a species of relation between them and then
heartless superiors, which, while it was the cause of all
their misery and degradation, nevertheless served their
wrn in an emergency. Their proud and creel masters
ared no more for them, indeed, than for the lean and
mangy dogs which wandered through theie streets ; but
they had a keen sense of their value as mexpensive
sources of emolument ; and under the strong impulses of
sell-interest, they gave them taoney ur foud 10 times of
extremity, always taking care, however, to add the value
to thewr already accumulated debt, and thus tighten, from
lime to time, the galling chains of then servitude.  Yet
it was help, and help from whatever source, and however
matived, was not to be rejected m therr forlorn circum-
stan.es. But even 1his assistance, worthless and ruinous
“at the best, s furfeied immediately on their adopting the
Chrstian faith. The false mask of patronage fulls at once
Hram the face of their supenors, and they stand forth un.
dinpuised and ruthless encintes. Hatred, rendered doubly
mabignant by anticipation of Joss, no longer recognizes
anv restraint The sole object now is to crush and de-
slr}n)- those who have dared, m detiance of their authority,
to etibrace a foceyen faith and enter into alliance with a
foreign master. And unless thwarted by some outside
mtluence superior o their own, they unfortunately have,
in st nstances, the power to accomphsh their malevo-
!Icnl purpose.  We have already enumerated, in another
jconnection, some of the many injurious methods em.
pmved, and they need not be repeated here. What par-
ticularly conferns us now is, that the new converts are at
‘once ejected from their customary employmebls, and
"cvery etfort which ruthless malignity can devise is made
jto hedge them around with obstacles to obtaining any
new means of ivelihoud — The design is openly avowed
fof placiny thew s ahe following dilemma - Eiher re-
jenter your degrading sengtude to us and our idols, or die
s Such is the situation into which they are pitilessly pushed
“the tmoment they embrace Christianity; and it 15 in this
Eimmuon that the missionary finds them when first they
{come (nto relation with hum,  He s at once confronted
with the question . What ought I to do for these poor,
helpless creatures who, with their families, are threatened
with imminent starvation, simply because they have be-
icome Chrisuans? - Shall [ leave themn to struggle unaided
Samd ther difficalties as best they may; or shall 1, by a
prudent and cautious extension of material assistance,
rescue them from their penlous situation? It seems o
me that there can be only une answer to this question.
[he believer will naturally wrn 0 God's Word for
lightand puclance. The sparit of 1he Mosaic Irspensa.
ton finds general utterance under the following law,
Deuteronomy Xv., 7-r1. *If there be among you a poor
man of one of thy brethien within any of the gates of thy
laud which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not
harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor
brother; bt thou shalt vpen thy hand wide unto rnm,
and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that
which he wanteth. Thou shalt surely give him, and thy
heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him ;
because that for this thing the Lord thy God shall biess
‘thee in all thy works and in all that thou puttest thine
|hand unto. For the poor shall never cease out of the
i’land; therefore | command thee, saying, thou shalt open
,thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor and to thy
needy, in the land™ * * * As to the practice of
Apostolic times, we need scarcely state that the duty of
relieving the poor was not neglected by the primitive
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