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nd( on the other, of înan'is obligation to yield obedionco to the requiremnents of
aoeiant keepiing God. Agreeably to tluis, th sane ordinance la enlled by

the Apostie Ila se.-i of the righiteeusuess of faith.-". (Ro; iv, 11 .) It is of imîlortý-
Illce clearly te understand the mnaning of this expression. It does not inlein
tlrnt circumeiisien vas the sezal of aun eitually existing faiLli, or of a ri.gliteoulsues!3
aetuiilIy in. the possession of an evangolical faith, foir many parties wlîo receivcd
the scal did not pesseas tliis faith, and rnany (infaînts) we're not capable of oxer-
cisiniç it. But it vas Ila token of the coven)ant" -whieli God gi'aciisfy desifgned
to enter into %vith mnan-a seal on God's part and neot on inlan'a. But te mlilce
tlîis inaLter clear, %va. must here advert, te eue peculiarity of tho covenait, ef
wh1ich it ivas the seat. A covenant amougst mon consists of a compaot betweea
twvo parties by wich they cerne under mutual. obligations. Th¶le fulfilment ef
thie obligations of -the eue ceutracting party binds the oller te the flffilmnent, of
bis, and vice vcràa ; and the non-fulflinent of stipulations by either 'party
releases thé other f'rom obligation. But it niiust be bor'ne ia mind that Liiese
coutracting parties Nvere undt-r ne antecedent obligation on titmor Si(te te enter
iute sueli0 a comnpact. But, ia this last feature, the covenant of God wvitm
inan differs essentially frein »ny coenoant. which man' makes with iian. God's
covenant cornes te uswithi tho sanction and authority ef a, -law bimîding upen
eVery son of nman. God net ouly invites us te enter inte the bonds of "lthe
overlasting covenant," and effers te, receive us inte covenant, but as oui' Creator
*auid supremo Lawgiver ho comnmanda us, bis creatures, te comply ivith, the
invitation. I miay be indisposed te, accede te the proposed terms of a felloiv
mam-I may have the riglit te refuse his preposed covenat--but I have ne
righit te object te the ternis or te refuse time covenant of my God. Tbe covenant
of grace thus assumnes the aspect of à~ lawv, se far as man's duty is conccrned,
still retaiuing the fèatures of a covariant, bocause in it God makes gracions pro-
mises te man, wvhilo ho requires of them certain corresponding duties. li iLs
character of a covenant, mon are made parties in it; in its character of a law,
they are bouind te become sucb. li ail this w'o are net, illustrating tho facet th.at
the covenant God, entera iute w~ith, man la, strict.ly spealciug, oniy tbe applica-
tien of te covenant entered iute 'withi his owu beloved Son, bocause titis dis-
etis-mion wouid be foreigu te, our prosent purpose.

The sent of tire coverant thon is oue attached te it by Ged, and net by pn,
aud certifies that 't is God's covenant, and that ail' the blessings premnised are
froc, te ail who are withiiu its bonds. This seal la set on tire parties net by muan,
but by Goci, anîd allmarked eut by Him as vithintbe covenant are te, receive
the scai, and it la e~ their peril te refuse a compliaunce -%vitlr any dernand indi.
cated lu thre seal. lBy God's command it vas placed -upo-i ail the male ciidren
of Abralram's housohold, (Gen. xvii,) thougli their conscrnt could net be.asked or
obtained, and for this reason, that whether they homologated tire act or net,
they were under the unquestionabie obligation te enter the coenant. lu the
Abrahamic Ohurch, before the introduction of the Mosale ceremonial, cli
dren received te se.al of the covenant, 'which we have seen wvas the.covenant of
grace, and wvere thus recognized as within the pale of the visible Ohurcli. ',By
tlis Ilseal of the ighteousuess .of faith" they were taughý that.an, ali-sufficieut
and il-perfect'rlghtleousness was previded iu the covenant, wvhich was free to
and obligatory upon. the acçeptance of their faitb. They wyere reminded, wben
arrived at years of discrétion, that the Lord's vews were upon them, and it
remained fer themn te say ivhether -they w.ould. joyfully accept the irrrneasurable

bono aving "; God for their God, &c.," and cheerfully compiy witF bis

r'equirents, or whether tliey, would incur the fearful guilt of repudiatiug the
Iod'laim -set forth in the ýordinance efýcircurncision and refuse -that.covenaut

w.hich camé te them charg'd th boujÉdlçes blessing:a d th~e .acceptanQe-.of


