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ci2. Has a Master so inducted the
power to confer degrees and assume
the privileges of a reguilar Itista-ll,,d
Master -;Nithiout a, disiiensation froru
Grand Lodge ?

IlCan a Master who lias flot reeeiv-ed
the Past Master's degree fill the cha.ilr
of I. P. M.) and w~ear regalia appertaiti-
ing thereto ? Is hie eligribleý for oflice in
Grand Lodge?

ANS WERS.

"i. Grand Master Clark in bis ad-
dress to Grand Lodge in 1389, reported
among bis decisions tbat the con1fèrrîngr
of the Past iMaster's degree is flot a
necessary Ipart of the cerernonies of in-
stallation in tbis jurisdiction. This
rulingy was not set aside by Grand
Lodge, and as the present Grand ýMas-
ter's views are the saine as thosc of
Bro. Clark, I wouid answ'er yes to the
question.

"l2. Yes.

"a. Ves."
The constitution of your Grand

Lodge is superior to Mackey's opinion,
and miust govern in ail cases. As it is
fair to presurne that Bro. Scott is
fai-niliar with tbe constitution g)overning
your jurisdiction, it is equally fair to as-
sume that bis opinions, are in keeping
with it. In newly-orgpanized lodges in
sparsely settied districts it is possible
that apparent and even actual irregu-
larities rnay o( -.ur, and we cari sec
w'here somiething rnight happen, accord-
ing to our interpretation of your ques-
tions, which wvould not be toieratcd in
large centres. As the brotbier was in-
stalled or inducted into tbe office by
dispensation we presume such dispen-
sation gave hini other powers than
nierely those of the ordinary chairnfl,
and hie w'as, doubtiess, invested %vith au-
thority to discharge po tent. the cluties
of W. M., which would include initia-
ting and the conferring of degrees.
Were he flot endowed with that pow'er
or privilege, and no P. M. -resided lu
the vicinity, it would be the hieighit of
folly to formn a lodge, as nio one %vould
be able to do the work.

It is flot safe at ail tirnes to be guicled

by 'Mackey's jurisprudence, as such a
I)ro i ie writer who rmade Masonie b)ooks
for thit- profits pertaining to theni would
l)C prolni)ted to introduce somiething
new in eacb succeeding book to coru-
niend it to Lhe i rethren. ( Gran te d that

\akvis righit, what is to be: gained
by -cc i(,ziiimnst the pricks of those
ili authordty in your jurisdiction ?
Vour Constituti' nl mlust l)e obsc:rved.
If it dloes not refer piainly to a disputed
point, and your Grand M\aster ruits on
that lpoint, bis ruiing. not being set
aside k' Grand I Mdge, nothing can b
gained l)y qnles;tioinig the ri-lit of the
procue(Iing execpt it be an agritation.
At tinies agitations are wholcsomne and
necessarv, but the)- sbould have some-
thing, to commnild theun to genleral at-
tention.

THE FIRSI AUTHORIZEU
SONIC PRAYER.

MA-

TueC Editor of7JTiIE CANAI>IAN CRAFTS-
MAN:

MV' DEA1 SIR AND ROHR,-M
attention wvas called to your April issue
pp. 318 -19, to an article headed,
"'I'bie First Authorized Masonic I>rayer,"
copied froni tme 7ie.'l'lie said arti-
cle originaliy appeared in C. M'. Moore's
Mýagazine in Boston in 1882, and it bias
since thien been frequentiy reprintcd.
111 1873, Mackey printed in bis Cyclo-
pedia the said prayer under the head-
ing of II M,.ainigham," I then said to
Bro. Nickerson, who was the G. M. of
Massachusetts, thiat it wvas tinie to ex-
plode tliat humibug. As I wvas then
well ac(luainted with Bro. I-Iervey, G.
Sec. of Engiand, I wrote to hini to look
over carefüiiy tbe records and Mss.
of tlie pcriod when Manninghami was
D.G.M., and to inforin nie wbetbier lie
could find any evidence to support
Oliver's story about that l)rayer. In
the ricantirne, I Nvent to -search for al
that could 1)e learned about Anderson,
131t, Chanibers, iii bis biographies of
Scotebrnen gave neither the date when
Anderson wvas bori, or wlien lie died.
But 1 happened one niglit to rccolleçt
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