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TOPICS OF THE TIME.

11 is with pleasuie that we announce that
th-- call we made in this departinent in our
last numbci, on behalf of Ti. MowriiLï,
to sccure foi the publication incrcascd aid
and suppoît, has met with a very gratifying
response. Taking a-dvantage of the Conven-
tion of the Teacheris Association of the Pro-
vince, held a few weeks ago in Toronto, a
number of friends of the Magazine took in
hand the project, not only for extcnding its
circulation, but of forming a Joint-Stock
Company (Lmitcd), with the view of placing
TiH MoiriY upon a sound financial
footing, and of securing the piosecution of
the enterpise. This schcme met with the
hearty and substantial support of many influ-
ential members of the profession present at
the Convention, while others, absent froin the
gathering, have, since learning of the project,
signified their willingness to take shares in
the Company. This action is exceedingly
encouraging to the promoters of the under-
taking, and will no doubt be gratifying to
many in the profession who, looking with
favour upon the work TiHE MONTHLY was
accomplishing, dcsired its permanent and
satisfactory establishment. These practical
evidences of sympathy and favour in the
MNONTHLY's behalf, will now enable its
originators to carry on the publication with
vigour and with heart, while the extended
range of proprietorship will assure it such
fu. ,her literary and professional assistance as
s' jsld greatly increase its claims upon
general support.

THE University of Toronto will part with
regret with two distinguished members of the
faculty, the President of the College, Dr.
McCaul, and the occupant of the Chair of
Chemistry, Prof. Croft. Both gentlemen

have been long connectel with University
Collegc, have signally contributed to its
renown, and now wcll caîn what wc hope
will be a lengthlened scason of honoured
repose. In many respects their superannua.
tion is to be regretted, for it dcpiives the Uni-
versity, on which thmeir rich scholarship and
ripe experience shed so much lustrc, of scr-
vices it will bc diflicult to replace. Thcir
retireient leaves vacant the Presidency and
the Chairs of Classical Literature and Chem-
istry. To ill the first of these vacancies a
name readily suggests itsclf-that of Dr.
Wilson-whose claims to the Presidcncy
should be favourably considered by the Gov-
erniment. The names of many graduates of
the Institution also suggest themselves to
supply the Ptofessorial Chairs. But in ap-
pointments so important as those to be made,
no considerations should weigh with the
appointing power but those of pre-eminent
fitness, whatever the quarter in which it may
be found. At present a great deal is being
said of the qualifications of Canadian aspir.
ants to the Chairs, and the spirit of nation-
alism is invoked to advance their interests.
Truc patriotism, however, will, in this case,
subordinate sentiment to duty, and will seek
the men we want whatever their nation. At
any time the responsibility would be great of
filling the vacancies that have occurred ; at
the present, no appointnents call for the ex-
ercise of graver deliberation. We trust that
Mr. Crooks and his Government may, in the
interest of the University, be fortunate in the
men on whom their choice will fall.

BRIEFS ON NEW BOOKS.

Manualh for Terhers: No. r. The Culti-
vation of the Senses. Philadelphia: Eld-
redge & Bro. This is an American reprint of
the first of:.series of "Manuals on the Science
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