LORD ELGIN

in a state of ferment for months. The legislature
of the united provinces passed an act during its
first session to extend compensation to losses oc-
casioned in Upper Canada by violence on the part
of persons ‘“acting or assuming to act” on Her
Majesty’s behalf <for the suppression of the said re-
bellion or for the prevention of further disturbances.”
Funds were also voted out of the public revenues
for the payment of indemnities to those who had
met with the losses set forth in this legislation af-
fecting Upper Canada. It was, on the whole, a fair
settlement of just claims in the western province.

The French Canadians in the legislature sup-
ported the measure, and urged with obvious rea-
son that the same consideration should be shown
to the same class of persons in Lower Canada.
It was not, however, until the session of 1845,
when the Draper-Viger ministry was in office, that
an address was passed to the governor-general,
Lord Metcalfe, praying him to take such steps
as were necessary “to insure to the inhabitants
of that portion of this province, formerly Lower
Canada, an indemnity for just losses suffered during
the rebellions of 1837 and 1838.” The immediate
result was the appointment of commissioners to
make inquiry into the losses sustained by ¢ Her
Majesty’s loyal subjects” in Lower Canada “during
the late unfortunate rebellion.” The commissioners
found some difficulty in acting upon their instruc-
tions, which called upon them to distinguish the
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