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By Davign ~Wlp’sor§ LL.ﬁ, FRSE, P_resident of University College, Toronto. - . - L 2
' ' (Read Msy 23, 1884) .. §
"Ina _previous commumcahon to the Royal Socxety of Canada 1 submltted some o'eneral S -
~considerationsof the ethnical characteristics, and of the condition and relative status, of the .
sborigines of North America. In that, I'aimed st a brief summary of their general aspect - . B
. . as the mdlgenous ‘American stock upon. whom, during the last ‘three and a half centuries’ . T o
" _the same. Aryan race ‘has intruded, which in older-and prehrstorxc centuries - drsplaced L e £
' indigenous races of Europe not w1thout some analogous results. I now propose toglance -~ .. - 0 R
~atone of the moit characteristic. types of the Amencan aborigines, ‘which appears, according . . . o ‘%
to their. own, tmdxtxons, to Be of Canadian origin ;' and which, as one important branchof =~ . . . .. 7%
. the comimon stock, claxms our speclal conmderat‘ron as preemment-ly the historical natlve : oo z
’ o raOe Of Canada, ’ = . : :, . 1;-_'
. "I have. already lubmrtted the reasonings by Whlch 1 have been }ed to the conclusron T
- y'that thronghout the whole North Ameri t, from the Arctic circleto the Mexrcan L R
.. - . Gulf no trace has been recovered of the prevrons existence of anything that properly - . R
- admits of the term native civilization.” ‘The rude arts of Europe’s stone age belongtoa =~
* period’ lymg far behmd 1ts remotest, tradltrons unless we appeal to the mythic allusions of -
" Hesiod, or to such . poetrc imaginings as the “Prometheus” of Aschylus. - But all avallf '
o ahle evidence thus far serves to show that the condition of the native tribes throughout -
= _ the whole area of this northern continent has never advanced beyond the stage which ~
E finds its apt illustration i in the rude arts of. then- stone period, including the rudlmentary '
efforts at turmng to account then' ample resources of mative copper Wxthout and use - -
‘of fire. - o : : . -
But this umformrty in the. condltlon a.nd atquxrements of the native tnbes, and the T o e

o consequent resemblance in thexr arts habrts, and mode of life, have been the fruitfal source.
_ of mxsleadmg assumptxons Everywhere the early European explorers met only rude
. ; hunting and warring tribes, exhibiting such slight variations in all that first attracts the
. 'eye of the most observant traveller; that an exaggerated, idea of thelr ethnical uniformity
~ was the not unnatural result.. So soon as the systematlzmo's of the ethnologist led to .
the drﬁ'erentlatlon of races, the American type was placed apart as ‘at once unrform and - -
~distinctive ; and, strange as it may niow seem, this.idea found nowhere such ready favour - o
.28 among those who had the fullést-access_to the evidence by which its truth could be -
, testetl It was the most’ lmportant and comprehensive induction of the author of “Crania
v Amencana, as the fruit of h)s conscientious researches in American Lranlolo«y The authors
_of * Ind.xgenous Races of the Earth” and:“Types of Mankind,” no less unhesitatingly
aﬁrmed that ¢ ldentlcal chamcters perva.de all the Amencan races, ancient and modern, over -
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