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attention from these to books. But when, at the proper age,
I commenced reading the law for a profession, I attended
the law school of the celebrated Judges Reeve and Gould,
in Connecticut, for two years, and after reading for a
couple of years longer, passed my examination, was admit-
ted to the Bar, and commenced the practice of the law,
which I followed'for teveral years.

During this time, fortunately or unfortunately, another
-and a stronger passion was getting the advantage of me,
that for painting, to which all my love of pleading soon
gave way; and after having covered nearly every inch of
the lawyers' table (and even encroached upon the judge's
bench) with penknife, pen and ink, and pencil sketches of
judges, juries, and culprits, I very deliberately resolved to
convert my law library into paint-pots and brushes, and to
pursue painting as my future, and apparently more agree-
able profession.

I thus took leave of professional friends and my pro-
fession, and immediately commenced portrait-painting in
the city- of Philadelphia; and after a few years, in the
midst of success, I again resolved to use my art, and so
much of the labours of my future life as might be required,
in rescuing the looks and customs of the vanishing races of
native man in America from that oblivion to which I
plainly saw they were hastening before the approach and
certain progress of civilization.

To do this I was obliged to break, with apparent great
cruelty, from friends the most dear to me, who could not
appreciate the importance of my views, and who al mag-
nified the apprehended dangers before me. With these,
and many other obstacles to encounter, I started in 1832
with canvas and colours, and penetrated the vast solitudes
fiom whence I have brought the inforniation to be given
in the following pages.

I devoted eight years of my life in visiting about fifty


