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gloom and sorest plight. These would invest their pic-
ture with the sombrest hues; and, making this assume,
under their pessimist delineation, blackest Tartarean
aspect, would crown it with the exhibition of the
Indian, as one sunken, at the instance of the white,
in extremest depths of human sorrow ; as plunged,
engulphed, and detained in a horrible slough of de-
gradation and misery. Such would, in short, have an
era opened up, which should mark, at once, the exalta-
tion of the white to a revolting height of infamy, pro-
claiming the high carnival of unblushing trickery and
chicane; and should signalize the whelming of the
Indian in the noxious flood of the high-handed, un-
rightedus, and unprincipled practice of the white, who
would project· for him, and through whose unholy
machinations he would be consigned to, a state of
existence which should be the hideous climax of
physical and moral debasement.

Now I contend that the claim to ascendancy -of the
Indian over the white, in respect of sagacity and
cunning and craft, which this condition of things
presupposes, is not satisfactorily made out. And I can
readily conceive of the application of that astuteness,
that distinguishes the Indian in his present trading
relations with the white, to the wider field for its dis-
play, which would arise from the extended intercourse
and more frequent contact with the white, that would
ensue upon the Indian's enfranchisement; and of this
astuteness operating as his efficient shield against evil
hap or worsting by the white in any coping of the
kind with him.
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