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Red Rock Bar|

esellschaft, at Erkeleng K (near Aix-
pejle), which proposes to develop
nes on a large scale, is looked upon
bly. On the occasion of his jour-
0 Wietze, the German Min'ster of
erce obtained a report as to the ex-
pf+ the concessions obtained by the
tionale Bohrgesellschaft, and the
[“they proposed for developing the
nd disposing of the yield. It is con-

hoped that these operations may
up the monopoly enjoyed by the
rd Oi! Company.

——ﬁ_o_____‘ %
with Grh‘rlthsf Mentho! Liniment.

Changes In

The Cabinet

All Sorts of Rumors at Ottawa
Regarding Cabinet Re-
construc_tlons.~

Cartwright and Scott are to Go
After The Present
: Sessl_on.

7

Parliamentary Press Dinner Was
Last Evening a Great

net changes. “Homn, M .

the public works departmgnt- will quit
immediately. His health' is poor and he
is disgruntled over the limitation of his
administrative powers by - reason of
Minpister {Prefontaine grabbing half his
department. Mr, Hyman ‘will succeed
him.

Montreal Witness, a Liberal paper,
says tomight: Messrs. Cartwright, Fish-
er and Sifton are going to quit the cab-
inet.. In -well informed ecircles this is
regarded as somewhat improbable, as
regards Sifton and Fisher, “They know
how to hang on. M. Cartwright may
go after the session, also Mr, Scott. The
latter will be succeeded by Belcourt.

The parliamentary press dinner to-
night was a great sueccess, Premier
Laurier, Mr. Borden and the Speakers
of the Seuate and TCommons were
among the guests, .

Application will he made this séssion
for an act -to dncomporite a  company
under the name. of the (White Horse,
Kluune & Northwestern Railway Com-
pany, with power’ to construet a line
of railway from-a point near White
Horse, thence running in a mnorthwest-
erly direction to a point near Klunne
ilake, Yukon (Terditory, |(with branch
lines, roads, ferries,. ete.

An order-in-council has been passed’
allowing the law to..take its course in
the case of Clemeunt ‘Goyette, now in
[L’Original jail, for murder. He will
be hanged on the 28th. .Goyette killed a
farmer and his son. B

(Hon. R. Prefontaine has given notice
of a bill for issuing whaling licenses for
the Atlantic coast.

y — ——————
THE FALR ESTATE.

San _ Franeisco, April 16.—Superior
Judge Cook today ordered the final dis-
tribution of the estate of the late Charles
\L. Fair, which was appraised at $3,040,-
000, to the two sisters of the deceased,
Mrs. Herman Qelrichs and Mrs; W. K.
Vanderbilt. The sum of $126,000 is to be
held “out for the purpose of meeting
wvarious claims, Attorneys’ fees and
other claims, amounting fo over $200,-
000, already allowed; awe also to be
paid out of the estate, No contest to
the ~ dis ion. of the estate i
made, Fi 2l 4 ;

WL A

Ohieags, W, *ws . X
complaints of “of the ' h-
west through - "Representative “Martin
South Daketa), that it was their be-
lief that a ‘beef trust existed among

the ‘Western 'gackerq to the restraint
of trade and the detriment of re
t has be-

and ‘& s, the gover
gun its investigations,
James A. Garfield, chief counsel of the
department of commerce and labor, and
assistant -to Secretary Cortelyou, is
Chi ‘He has come with Inspector
, of the départment of agrieul-
ture, purely to make - inquiry at the
stockyards. Other men have been sent
to Kansae City, Omaha and all large
cattle markets.
—_—

DISCUSSING ANGLO.
FRENCH AGREEMENT

Russian Press Hopes For Better
Relations With
Britaln.

St. Petersburg, April 16.—The papers
here avhich, since the Amglo-French
agreement, ‘have been distracted, first
by the holidays and then by the stir-.
ring events of the last few days, are now
discussing the agreement - significantly
and in a friendly fashion, finding therein
promise of better relations with Great
Britain and a new and heavy blow
to German prestige, the plan for Ger-
man hegemony having already been up-
set by the Russo-Amstrian and Franco-
Italian agreements”

The Russ says: “For France, and per-
haps for all Kurope, the Anglo-French
agreement is ‘a turning point. France
Wwas being drawn towa ny
against her will. HEmperor William has
made it one of the principal tasks of his
life to reconcile lgrunee to her fate,
but besides the Berlin road there is one
other open, namely; the London road.
French statesmen ‘had long mirticipated
the moment when they would. have to
¢hoose between them. Germany is now
abandoned  to involuntary lation;
France has left her irrevocably; . frer -
complete isolation' will mow depend upon
Russia, If the latter concludes an -agree-
ment with Great Britain, '8
Position will be critical. ‘The prospect
15,1510 nlemlng';f Great Brit:itlxﬂe t sde
will scarce age unacceptal condi-
tiong 'bel’org Rausesia. G:gat itai
knows that her agreem
will become . fri
Sires to join “the 1 : a.nK
understands. that the Anglo-F'renc
dgreement will not weaken the dua] al-
liance, which it eimply supplements.”

S R S RS
VOLIMEER. REGIMENT.

Port Arthur, April 15.—The 4nhabitants
here have-organized a volunteer regitent,
the members .of . which will be used as
guards and sometimes -assigned-to the
battleships. The landing of Japanese
1tlj00ps in Kemga continues without cessa-
ion,

e e (e,
VERESTCHAGIN'S FATE.

St. Petemsburg, . April 165/The No-
vosti has receiyed a telegram from Mrs,
Verestchagin, wife_of the painter, "in
Moscow, stating that her husband is in
Manchuria with the staff 'of the com-
mander-in-chief, but the -p‘?m'. in print-
ing the t am, adds : “Unfortunately
this cannot confirmed.” v

Information received from the No-
vosti's  correspondent and the oficial
despatches, lish the faet that the
bainter -wae aboard . the P
and went down ‘with ‘th

Wi

.the engimes on railway trains and ask-

Japan Is Hotly
Pressing Her
Advantage

VICI0US BOMBARDMENT

St. Petersburg, April 15—
A telegram from Ad-
miral Alexieff ffom Port
Arthiur to the Emperor says:
“From 9:15 o’clock
this morning to midday. the :
Japanese fleet, in two divie
slons, bombarded the for-
. tress and the town alter-
nately from the Liao
Tisshin promontory, firing
155 projectiles.

“ The Russian squadron,
Including the battieship
Pobieda, replied from the
anchorage by a plunging
fire. The batteries also
participated. - :

“The losses on land
were seven Chinese killed
and five soldiers, and three
Chinese wounded.

“The Russian warships
sustained no demage and
there was no lss of  life

MAKAROFF

Aprit 15.—Out of the
maze of conflicting veports regarding the
sequence of events leading ap to ﬂ;e}

destruction of the Petropavlovek, it is
now - established that . Vice-Admiral
Makaroff early Wednesday morning took
out his squadron to ‘engage a wegk
division of six Japanese cruisers, which
appeared on the horizon "after the Jap-
‘anese . torpedo boats, which samk the
Bezstrashni, had been driven off by the
Bayan, Particulars of the torpedo boat
fight are &till lacking. MThe Russian
commander-in-chief pursued the Japan-
€se cruiser division mnti} it was rein-
forced by eleven Japamese battleships,
when he retired into the outer roadstead,
where he was drawing up in line of
battle when the disaster to the Petropav-
lovek occurred. The exact circumstances
of the destruction of the battleship are
not known. It is certain that'both her
boilers and" magaszines exploded, but it
is ‘not abselutely sure that she totiched
2 mine. The weight of opinion. at the
admiralty is that such 'was the cause,
and that, if so, that it was a Russian
and not a Japanese mine,

‘A high official of the admiralty said:
“It is evident’ a powder magazine ex-
ploded, because a volume of flame went
with the. steam from: the bursting boil-
ers. The magazine could not have ex-
ploded spontaneously, Doubtless a mine
caused the detonation of the powder and
torpedo magazines. ‘Perhaps the truth
will mever be known and the disaster
will take a place with the countless
‘other mysteries of the sea. It is abso-
lutely certain that Admiral Makaroff’s
shin: participated in a naval engage-
ment.” - -

FORTAND FEACSTFF

: : LAST PORT BATINAND DOCKARD,
OUTER FRBAR. VB3R FPURLIAN SIRS WARE DIATIED BY . APANESE, FORT

Bird's:Eye View of Povt Arthur, s/zoze)z)zg Harbor and Fortifications.

TWENTY-EIGHT OFFICERS
LOST ON PETROPAVLOVSK

St. Petersburg, April 15.—The eorte-
spoudent of the Associated Press learns
that twenty-eight officers were lost on
board the Petropavlovsk, including Cap-
tain Vasilief, belonging to. the ship;
Admiral Makaroff, fourteen membefs of
his staff, including Rear-Admiral Molas,
the chief of staff, and Lient. Von Kobe,
the aide-de-camp of Grand Duke Cyril.

The foreign office has furnished Mr.
MecCormick with a list of the Japanese
in Siberia, They will be given facili-
ties to communicate with the United
States embassy in the event that they
desire to leave. Many of them have
elected to remain in ‘consequence of
Ruséia’s gnarantee of protection,

| ROOSEVELT SENDS A

-, MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY
Wi n, D, 6, April

- "Waghington, 15.ZAmong
the _subjects “vonsidered- today “at’ the
cabirtet meeting’ was the: communication
received from the Russian ambassador
to the United- States regarding the use
by correspondents of wireless telegraphy
in reporting the ‘incidents of the Russo-
Japanese war.

In addition to this communieation the
President called attention to the mes-
sages - of candolence ihe had received

i from the resident ambassadors regarding

the accident on the battleship Misseuri,

One of these was received last even-
ing from Count Caesini. It mentioned
the loss of the Petropaviovsk and the
accident to the Missouri, adding: “Per-
mit me to expreéss to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, my deepest s thy in the name
of my government me own, on this
sad ogeurrence; which has deeptlg mov+
ed us @ll at a time when we, with grief,
are mourning our own loss.”

To Count Cassini, personally, the re-
gret of the American government has
been expressed at the death of Admiral
Makaroff and the officers and crew of
the Petropavlovsk, “Ae the loss of the
ship and its crew was an ineident of the
war, the expression of the United States
government’s regret was simply one of
bumanity, without reference to the dif-
ferences which are being fought out be-
tween Russia and Japan.

ANGLO-FRENCH TREATY
MAKES FOR PEACE

London, April 16.—The military corre-
spondent of the Times says: “The An-
gwo-French accord is the first glimmer o*
light in the darknees in the Far East.
"When M. Denelidof declares, in ap-
droving the Anglo-French accord: ‘Les
amis Jde nos amig sont nos amis’ (our
friends’ freinds are our own friends),
he outlines a possible means of escape
from a. year'’s war. = Interference in a
sense of arresting hostilities is not with-
in the scope of practical politics, but
when his honor is eatisfied the time may

e,

Since the opening of the war,
February 8, the Jdapanese have
destroved or put“out -of ‘commis-
sion, the following war vessels at
Port Arthar :

Battleship Petropaviovsk.

Battleship Pobieda.

Battleship Czagevitch. *

Battleship Poltava.

Battleship Sabastopol,

Cruiser Retvizan.

Cruiser Pallada.

Protected Cruiser Novik.

Protected Cruiser Diana.

Protected Cruiter Boyaren.

Armored Cruiser Bayan.
"fqrrpedo Boat Destroyer Beszst-
ashri. :

Torpedo Boat Destroyer Bez-
Dpostchoduis

DESTROYE’D_"_OFF CHE-
~ MULPO.

I’mtected;xtk—;f:er' Variag.

5 ERRQAT PORT ARTHUR.
Battleship ‘Peoresviet. o
Protécted- cruiser Aurora.
Protected -Cruiser . Almaz,
Unproteéted Cruiser Byjid:
Unprotécted Cruiger % .
Unprotected Cruiser Razboyaik.
Arméred Gunboat Qtvashri,
Armored’ Gunboat Grematsky.
Unarmored Guuboat Mandjul.
Unarmored® Ginboat ' Giliak.
Porpedo .} and

Boat Voadnik
seven others: : .
Eight-torpedo. boat destroyers.
3, » < )

¢ome when the Czar may recall the gen-
erous ideas of the house in the woods
and ‘the -AngloFreneh concordat may
then afford that friendly and moderat-
ing influence which one power or both
desire to utilize for the settlement of
their broils.

“It is in this sense that the mew ac-
cord makes. for peace, and offers some
faint hope of providing the eventual
means of escape for the two combatants
from a deadlock which in process of
time may prove intolerbale to both.”

WAR CORRESPONDENTS
OFF TO THE FRONT

On board steamer Halmun, off coast
of Korea, April 15 {by DeForrest Wire-
less Telegraphy to Wei-Hai-Wei, April
16).—The European correspondents pro-
ceeded to Ping Yang yesterday enroute
to the fronmt.

At ‘Chinampo the Japdnese are still
landing implemeuts necessary for their
contempiated advance through the difii-
cult country, together with large quan-
ties of bridge material. With the usual
despatch the Japanese have run up a
town ' of storehouses in which to keep
their perishable supplies.

We have just passed the Chicago

|Duily News tugboat which was detained 'INGENU'TY OF THE

at New Chwang. She is entering the

mouth of the Ping Yang inlet.

PORT ARTHUR 18 NOW

EFFECTUALLY SEALED UP

‘Wei-HaiiWei, April 16 (By De For-
rest ‘Wireless telegraph from &teamer
Haimun, off Korean coast).—Wé have
received official. confirmation of the tor-
pedo attack on ‘Wednesday ‘morning
last, which resulted in the sinking of the
Russian warship Petropaviovsk and one
destroyer.

The entrance to Port Arthur is now
sealed up.

RUSSIA AFRAID OF

‘Washingtoh, April 15.-/{Hie” Russian
governiment lias given notice that news-
Daper correspondents. gsfiig. wirelese sele-

e 3

“| Zraphy Wil be treated as

This notice was.Served. on the Ameri-
‘cancstate department by:Count.Cassini,
- the Russian gmbassador, today,” and it
is understood that a Similar communi-
cation was made to all foreign offices.
The text of the communiecation is as
follows : “I ‘am charged by my govern-
mepnt, in order to avoid aii possible mis-
anderstandings, to communicate to your
excellency that the lieutenant of His Im-
perial Majesty jn the Far Kast has just
made the following declaration: ‘In a
case in, which neutral steamers having
on board correspondents who might
communicate war news to the euemy
by .means of perfected apparatus not be-
ing yet foreseen by existing conventions
wﬂ‘] be_ arrested near the coast of
IKauntong or in the zoye of operations
of the Russian fleet, the correspondents
will be looked upon as spies and the
steamers furnished with wireless tele-
graph seized as prizes of war.”
! is notice opens up an entirely new
line of treatment of correspondents. Some
of the leading British newspapers’ cor-
respondents are making free wse of the
wireless telegraph in the tramsmission
of their war news, and it is possible
that they will appeal to their govern-
.ment to define their privileges and to
secure an official determination of - the
question as to whether a neutral on his
own ship outside the territorial waters
of a belligerent'power, and without con-
traband of war®aboard, can be treated
as a spy.

RUMOR THAT GRAND
" DUKE CYRIL IS DEAD

Panis, April 15.—The Temps’ corre-
spondent at St. Petersburg, Tepeating
the unconfirmed rumor that Grrand Duke
‘Cyril is dead, adds that the Grand Duke
was -about to leave the Petropavlovek
with Vice-Admiral Makaroff’s onders to
the commander of the shore batteries,
when the explosion which destroyed the
tbattleship occurred.

JAPANESE SEAMEN

On Board Steamer Jaimun, off Coast
of Korea, April 15, by De Forrest Wire-
less Telegraphy to Wei Hai Wei, April
16.—The following report, while  illus-
trating the ingenuity of the Japanese
seamen, also indicates the position of
the Japanese advance in Korea.

On the 3rd instant a third-class Jap-
anese cruiser, which was sent to recon-
noitre the mouth of the Yalu river, found
the enemy in possession of the land and
both approaches to the river. The ms-
ual method of reconnoitring by means
of steam launches was abandoned Suns
day last and a native junk was secured,

‘W|REL538 TELE@RAP’!Y: in which Lieut. Kyaguchi and five men,

Adisgnised as Korean fishermen, pushed
‘off, and, skirting mnder a promontory,

gg of the river. :
ey ‘landed, and so succesefally gnr-
prised the Russian post in the village
that  if--Jeft; withodt vesistancé, hot-
foot in a kitchen wagon, such as is in
general use, 2

A guarter of an hour later two sguad-
rons of Japanese cavalry arrived, hav-
ing m&:ghed from (Chongju. The cavalry
destroyed the Russian post. The enter-
prising seamen thereupon determined to
reconnoitre the.right bank of the Yalu
towards Antung. In midstream they
et a junk engaged in eimilar recon-
naisance for the Russians. The Russian
junk -drew off and was stranded on a
sandbar. One man was killed and the
Test ‘took to the water, which .at first
‘was shallow. The Japanese, now stand-
|ing wp, fited rapidly and secured two
: more bhits, The Russian, throwing away
their rifies, were forced to wade ap to
their necks in order to get to the main-
dand.

Meantime a second reconnoitering Rus-
| sian junk saj out under cover of the
Yalu headla and reached the further
end of the sandbar. Seven men landed,
and in extended order, came ekirmish-
ing up to the Japanese and captured
their junk. The Japanese now got the
gu.n.»k they had captured off the sand-
‘bar and tried to tow her out, but the
tide was against them and they were
forced to drop her, and with difficnlty
8ot away to their ship.

NO DOUBT OF DEATH
OF THF FAMOUS PAINTER

St.. iPetersburg, April 15.—The admir-
alty has received official information that
Verestchagin, the celebrated painter of
battle scenes, was among those lost by
the sinking of the Petropavlovsk.

The fate of Nicholas T. Kravtchenko,
the well-known Russian literary man,
wiio was acting as correspondent of the
Associated Press at Port Arthur, is
still unknown, 1t is possible that he left

Wednesday.

avoided the Russian pickets-on the left’

Poning peace,
*| today :

Port :Arthur prior 1o wie disaster on-

Deny quort
Made By Togo

Russians ’Declare He Did Not
Sink Mines Off Port Ar.
thur Harbor.

Offer. No _Explanation of the
- Disaster to Battleship Pet:
" ‘ropaviovsk.

‘|A Statement That Submarine

Boats Were Seen Hovering
in the Vicinity,

St. Petersburg, April 16.—The claim
of Vice Admiral Togo, commander ing
chief of the Japanese standing squadron
that die-somic-mines off ‘Port Arthor-ut
miduight  Tyesday has elicited an au-
‘thoritative statement that- not a single
Wapanese torpedo hoat approached the
entrance to Port Arthur at that time.,
€ informant is in a position to haye
aceess to all official reports, but he ad-
mits he cannot explain the Petropav-
lovek exploicy,
An admiral has given a version of the
affair confirming that of Vice Admirai
Togo. He deciares that Japanese tor-
peao boats came up the previous even-
ing and laid - mines along the s
south of the entrance to the harbor, He
claims that the torpedo boats were seen
to make off in a diferent direction from
that in which they came.
L'he flagship, he says, drew out from
the line as tne squadren re-entéred the
harbor,‘ thus getting among the Japa-
nese mines. ‘the theory tnat the dis-
aster to the Petropaviovsk was caused
by a submarine boat, which had been
scouted out by the admiralty, is revived
by a statement published in the Novi
Krai on March 24th that a sentry’s cut-
ter stationed in the roadstead reported
what looked like,a sumarine vessel two
miles off shore.
‘Launches from the torpedo boat were
sent out to i:yestigate but found mo
trace of ‘the vessel. The same issue
of the Novi Kraj contained reports that
Japanese torpedo  boats were firing
‘Whitehead torpedoes at a range of a
mile at the warships guarding the en-
trance to the harbor, but all spent tor-
pedoes were picked up by the Russians.
It is not impossible -that one of these
spent ‘Whitehead torpedoes exploded
against the " battleship Pobieda and
caused the damage sustained by that
vessel.
Lieut. Doulskie, one of the officers of
the [Petropaviovsk, who survived the
disaster, succumbed to his injuries yes-
terday and several other survivors are
not expected to recover.
Four nmll] fifty mem:b;rs of the naval
reserve, whose terms of service expired
in 1908, left this evening for !Portp Ar-
thur to replace the men Jost by the ex-
plosion. on  the flagship. Another batch:
will leave tomorrow,
‘Baron Schilling,” the torpedo expert,.
has gone to Viadivostock to take charge
of two submarine boate there, Other
submarmgo»are £0img out in. eeetions.
{The -admiralty admits buying four large
erman stean ;gi, whieh will be con-
verted: into - Itis believed that
the aﬁr}ky “ie urstinting ifor the pur-
chase our, similas, els from the
‘United States. o ,EW

SEALING STEAMER MISSING.

St. Johns; N. .F,, April 16.—TFears
are entertained for the safety of the
sealing steamer Kite, the smallest ves-
sel of the fleet. The Kite has not been
reported. by -any steamers which have
arrived here lately and- the outlook re-
specting her is regarded as serious, ;es-
pécially .as the weather is extremely ge~
vere. She had on board 120 men.

A FURTHER BLOW TQ |
RUSSIAN PRESTIGE

This. The VIeW France Takes of
The Awful Disaster to
Makaroff,

’

.Par.is, -Alpril 16.—The Russian naval
d't.saster displaces all other topics. The
view is .held in government quarters
that it will have the effect of post-
A leading official said

“This is a further blow to Russia’s
Drestige, and every such blow will add
to the length and bitterness of the war.
If Russia ultimately wins, ‘as we believe
she will. the Joss of the Petropaviovsk
will be one of the largest items of the
war indemnity which Japan will have
to pay.”

.’.l'pe_ official added that the gragual
§ WiDing out of the Russian navy might
have the beneficial effect of reducing
European naval armaments, which are
now adjusted with reference to one an-

MAIL CLERKS' SUGGESTIONS.

Toronto, April . 15.—Railway mail
clerks - have prepared = sdggestions for
pfesentation .to the - postmaster-general
agaipst mail cars being attached next to

ing for a detention allowance.

JAPS IN SIBERIA.

(Washington, D. €., April 15.—United.
States Ambassador M mick today
cabled the state department from ®&t.
Petersburg that the Japanese at Kharsa-
kob, Siberia, are to be released, and
that a transport can call Aheré to move
. them @e soon as navigation is open,

United States ~ Commercial~ Agent
Greener at Vladivostock has cabled that
the harbor will be open about May 1st.

e

PREACHER MUST DISGORGE.

Missionary Who Found Gold Mine Bust
Give it to Church.

New York, April 15.—A despatch to
the World from Chicago says_a beard
of arbitration has just decided that when
a missionary issent out by a church
to saye souls, and-incidentally find a
gold mine, which hepartly develope with

rch funds, the mine belongs te

ch.. The missionary in the case is

P. H. Anderson. ~While in Alaska two
Esquimanx showed him the mine, He
stopped Preaching and bégan digging
go'ﬁ. . ‘The arbitrators further command-
ed Mr, Andmou.-tﬁ, {ur; w%re&;orgxle
‘to have -

oo 'w’;ﬂdng of “the mines

is

Toriigh war and in other Ruseian con-
Hicte, T, : e

longs <to’ the M,

A Liv.ly Spat
- In The House

Heated Discussion Over Charge
That Paper of Blair's
Was Stofen®

Governmeat to Introduce Bill to
Amend The lasurlince
Act.

From OQur Owu Correspondent.

Ottawa, April 15.—A lively discussion
in the House this afternoon was pre-
cipitated by. Hon. Mr. Borden, over cer-
tain observations of Mr. Cowan last

night, in which the latter charged that
a special memorandum of Mr. Blair's
in tavor of the government ownership of
vailways, Dad been' stolen by a civil
servant and handed to the opposition.
» Borden warmly exculpated auy
member of ‘the service and - said the
document was handed him by al gentle-
man not econnected with the govérnment
or civil seryice.

Bir Wilfrid was very acrid in kis re-
marks, which led Mr, Casgrain to re-
mind Liberals of documents stolén from
-8 desk in the House in 1873 and used
for their political. purposes. - The spat
lasted for agver An hour, and the rail-
‘way debate was resumed.

-.Capt. Knapp, vlate’ of Thornyeroft's

et turn

Horze, wae found ‘dead in bed at the

Russell - hotel this morning. It is
thought he took an overdose of chloral.

‘The. government will introduce a
bill to .amend the insurance act for
greater protection to ‘Canadians insured
in foreixa companies. :

Mr, <Casgram will move for - corre-
spondence respecting’ improveicents on
the upper Lardeau. - ’

_Sir Frederick Borden gives notice of
a reso.ution that pay and aliowances

4 of otficers of the general staff,+headquar-

ters staff and district staff respectively,
lot provided for in the militia bill, shall
be fixed by the Governor-in-Council.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier will be asked to
commission Colin Forbes, a well-known
‘Canadian artist,. to pamt a portrait of
the King for the Commons.

Canada’s aggregate trade for the nine
months“ending March shows an ihcrease
of ‘over §$14.000,000 as compared with
the same time last year, -

There was a lively ume at the agri-
culture and colonization committee,
when J. Macoun, geological survey, was

.examined on the recent report he made

on the Peace river country. Mr. Ma-
coun stuck to his statements, and F.
Oliver, Alberta, said that he (Macoun)
had made them wih the deliberate pur-
pose of injuring the best interests of
the country. Mr. Macoun said that if
this conld be proven he would retice
from the eervice. Mr. Macoun said that
his services had been recognized by the.
‘dte. government in comnection with the
Behring sea fisheries. . Mr. Macoun in-
cidentally stated that he visited the
"Peace river country in 1888, and would
have made a similar report to his recent
one, but he was fever asked for it. Col-
iHughes was one of those who was try-
jug mt'o disprove Mr. Macoun’s state-
ments, :

W, A. Galliher introduced a bill to-

day rerarding the Kettie I'icr valley
railroad, .

Say Makaroff
Died Bravely

Russlans Praise Action of Ad-
miral in Going Out to
Attack.

Believe it Possible That Torpedo
blew up the Battle-
Ship.

St. Petersburg, April 15.—Unofficial
despatches received here from Port Ar-
thur report it was the Bezstrashni and
not the Strashni, as reported in tne of-
ficial despatehes, which became sepa-
rated trom the rest of the fleet, which
was sunk by the Japanese torpedo boat
destroyers.

Information which has siowiy reached
St. Petersburg. has modified the opin-
don at #irst prevailing concerning the
original cause of the destruction of the
battleship Petropaviovsk. There  is
gradually developing a <isposition to
admit the possibility that, after all,
Japanese torpedo boats ' may have
dropped mines at the entrance to Port
Arthur harbor. An official remarked to
the Associated Press:  “It would befar
better if the ship was actually blown
up by the enemy’s mine instead of by
4 Russian mine. The latter would be
the result of inexcusable carelessness,
and would properly arouse the Emper-
or's. displeasure. - The formier, while it

i

would speak volumes for Japauese eraf-
tiness, could not readily be avuiud. On
Quark nigats, it would e almost impos-
sible for the searchlights o: the vat-
teries to pick up the torpedo boats, how-
ever carefully manipulated. 2

“Even should it be finally established
that a Japanese mine destroyed the
Fetropavioysk, it will not affect the gen-
eral appreciation of Vice' Adnrifal Mak-
aroff’s high qualities. His policy in put-
ting out in pursuit of an inferior Japa<
nese fleet has been thoroughly approved
in St. Petersburg, where it is under-
stood that such an action would have
an excellent effect on the morale of the
Russiap fleet. As the admiral’s instrue-
tions. werg to conserve his fleet, it is
poiuted out that it was his duty to re-
turn. directly to the harbor on the n]p-
pearance of a superior force, It could
hardly  be expected that an admiral
would look out ror mines when he had
no reasom to believe that they had been
laid, espepially as only 4 few hours he-
fore he had safely steamed over the
spoi "Where the Petropavliovsk was
sunk.

OFFICER’S SUDDEN' DEATH,

Ottawa, "April 15.—Capt, ‘Sydney W.
Knapp, ‘a . retired British officer, was
found dead in his bed at the Russell
this morning. Capt. Knapp was born
in Canada, and was the son of a British
officer. He was out of employment and
came to Canada in search of work,

militia department sent him to New
York“to obtain -stereopticon views to be
used at the camp in Ottawa for instruc
tural purposes. “He returned from New
York  on Wednesday night. Capt.
Knapp gerved with distinction in Thorn*
yeroft's mounted infantry in South
frica, under Lord Dundounald. Capt.
JKnapp suffered from insomnia, It is
gntzerstcod that he wae bore in London,

ut, . !

other, He pointed out that the Britigh
naval plan contemplated g strength
equal to the navies of France, Ger-
many and Raussia, whereas the present
gradual elimination of the Russian navy
Would permit Great Britain and othey
countries to reduce their naval pro-
ggmnﬁ without altering their relative
strength,
The prospect of an Anglo-Kussian ac-
cond -is receiving serious - attention - in
Official and: diplomatic dircles, the trend
of sentiment being that it wil} eventuate
in an Anglo-French-Russi

rench governmental opinion
does not appear to be favorable to such
a far-reaching readjustment of Eure-
gv?rn Dolitics pending the end of the
The effect of the Anglo-Russian ge-
cord upon the United States is being
discussed in diplomatic quarters. Quo
of the - ambassadors remarked that
Great Britain would gain  rom Russin
all tha United States had 1o0s thiough
recent misunderstandings.

R e
'OHARGED. WITH MURDER.

"Pihteburg, Pa., April 16.—The coron-
er's jury .in the investigation into the
Harwick .mine disaster, in which 178
men jost their lives on January 25 las v
féturned a verdict late this afternoon,
hiolding State Mine Inspector F. M.
Cumningham and Superintendent of
Mines 'Wilfred Bowden responsible for
the explosion. Warrants have been is-
sued for their arrest, charging murder.




