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Columbia
Owns the Island.

As Shown by Correspondence Between Provincial and

Dominion Governments and Naval Authorities
i Rspect to Naval Reserys.

Admiralty and Dominion Government Protested Against a Sale

of Certain Lands But

Provincial Government

MaintainedTheir Right.

Claim of the Dominion Government to Deadman’s Island Ef-

fectively Disposed

Of by Letters of

Twenty Years Ago.

The eorrespondence  quoted  below !
seems to SHOW .beyond the slightest
doubt that the title to Deadman’s Island
is vested neither in the Federal nor the
Tmperial government, but in the Provin-
cial government. To prove that the Do-
minion has no title whatever in the isl-
and, or any other land on Burrard In-
let, the following may be quoted from a
Jetter by Premier Swithe of British Co-
lumbia, dated at the Russell House, Ot-
tawa, April 4, 1884, and addressed to
Sir John Macdonald: :

2. That your government having dei-
initely decided not to extend the Cana-
dian Pacific beyond Port Moody as a
covernment work, the crown lands which
are locsted to the west of Port Moody
<hall revert to the province, and shall be
open to be dealt with as may be Qeemed
hest by the government and legislature
of the province.” L !

To this Sir John Macdonald rgphed:

2. Port Moody having _been hxgd up-
on by the Canadian parliament, in *he
act incorporating the Canadian Pacific
railway, as the Pacific terminus of that
railway, the Canadian government has
no claim upon any lands ia your prov-
ince except those included in what is{
known as the Railway Belt Under the
Terms of Union, and the tract of land
lately granted east of the Rocky moun-
tains.” .

In pursuance of the agreement thas
made between the province and the Do-
minion an order-in-council was made by
the provinecial executive in pursuance of
the following report of a committee of
council:

opy of a report of a committee of the
honorable the executive council, approved
by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor on
the 10th day of May, 1884:

On a memorandum from the honorable
the chief commissioner of lands and works,
duted Oth May, 1884, reporting:

I'hat the Dominion government have re-
linquished all claims to the lands Iying to
the west of Port Moody, in New Westmin-
ster district;

That the words ‘‘lands lying to the west
f Port Moody,” not conveying a precise
dea of their geographical bounds, shall be

n to mean all the lands lying to the
west of the Mud Bay road, the North road
nd the North Arm of Burrard Inlet;
nd recommending that the order estab-
shing a reservation for railway purposes on
the Mainland, dated 3rd August, 1878, be
rescinded in so far as it relates to the lands |
thove defined as lying west of Port Moody;

And further recommépding that. the por-
tlon of these lands which are situated to
the south of the North Arm of the Fraser |
river and to the west of the Mud Bay
wad be thrown open to sale or pre-
emption, |

The committee advise the approval of |
the recommendations.

(Certified.
(Signed) T. ELWYN.
Deputy Clerk of Executive Council. !

This appears to dispose of the claim of |
the Federal government. |

In the sessional papers of 1886 is a re- |
turn of “all ecorrespondence, m'ders-in-[
council, maps and papers, between the |
Crown Colony government, cr the Pro- |
vincial  government, and the A(‘miru!i,v.!
the meinion government or any person |
in their behalf, in respect to the Govern- [
ment or Naval reserve at English Bay, |
together with a copy of the lease or li-i
cense granted to Jereminh Regers for
the purpose of cutting timber on said
reserve.”

The first papers are orders-in-counail,
passed in 1878, allowing Jeremiah Rog-
ers to purchase 16 acres of the land set
apart “as the Naval reserve at English
B:\y.’_' . Then comes a request from the
Dominion government for a statement
“of the traets of land in this province
wluch_ haye been at any time since the
organization of the former colonies of
\_:mcnuvﬂr Island and British Colam-
bia placed under reservation for naval or
nmilitary purposes.” ete.

To this the provincial government re-
plied as follows:

The Chief Commissioner of Lands
Work§ to the Honorable Mr, Trutch:

3 Victoria, B. C., 12th August. 1880.

. Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 11th
iest,, T have the honor to state that the
old records of the department have, as far
as time has permitted, been examined, but
no satisfactory information has been obtain-
ed as to the number of reserves, or as to
how or by whom they were made.

Records in early days seem to have been
considered of less importance than now, in

and

from the Honorable Joseph Trutch, making
application to this department, on behalf
of the right honorable the secretary of the
interior, for a statement of all tracts of
land in this province which have at any
time been placed under reservation for
naval or military purposes, &ec.

I have the honor to report that, having
made diligent search through the old records
of the department, I have only been able
to find evidence of intention to reserve five
tracts for the above purpose, viz.:

ist. In a letter from the late Sir James
Douglas to the Duke of Newcastle (an
extract of which is enclosed) mention is
made of a tract of ‘‘about’™ 20 acres at
Esquimalt having been reserved. A portion
of this is probably the site of the present
naval yard.

2nd. Correspondence (copies enclosed) be-
tween Sir James Douglas, Colonel Moody
and Rear-Admiral Baynes, show clearly the
intention of the former to reserve certain
lands at Burrard Inlet, as indicated by a
tracing forwarded by the admiral. For
your information I enclose a lithograph on
which the position of these tracts is shown
in red. As far as I can ascertain these
reserves have not been gazetted. I have,

’
(Signed) W. S. GORE,
Surveyor-General.
(ENCLOSURES.)

Extract from letter of Sir James Douglas
to the Duke of Newcastle, secretary of
state for colonies:

Victoria, Vancouver Island,
8th Febrnary, 1854.
My Lord Duke:
* % % »

I also observe that your grace has caused
the suggestion offered in my letter for the
erection of store-houses in the harbor of
Esquimalt, for the use of the navy, to be
submitted for the consideration and decision
of the lords commissioners of the admiralty.
I trust their lordships will take that sug-
gestion into favorable consideration; and
in order that nothing may be wanting on
my part towards carrying it into effect, I
have caused a reserve to be made of a
valuable lot, containing about 20 acres of
land, situated in that part of the harbor
which Her Majesty’s naval officers have
recommended on account of its security
from storms and the convenience it affords
in all other respects for shipping, and
which is, moreover, well adapted in point
of surface for ﬂle pr:pos:d el;ections.

FY

I have, &c.,
(Signed) JAMES DOUGLAS,

Governor Vancouver Island.

His Grace the Right Honorable The Duke|the admiralty to acquaint you that at the|of the sub-committee on railways, on the

of Newcastle, &c., &e.

New Westminster, 13th Deec., 1859.

Sir,—Persons are now beginning to apply
for lands on Burrard Inlet, and as that
port has been deemed by naval authorities
to be of considerable naval importance,
partly in consequence of its close proximity
to this city and the Fraser river, I have
the honor to submit it is of immediate
consequence to communicate with the ad-
miral commanding-in-chief, fortunately now
at Esquimalt, that he may be pleased to
express his opinion as to the portions it is
desirable shall be reserved for naval re-
quirements.

I shall feel obliged by your causing the
enclosed copy of this letter to be forwarded
for the information of the secretary of

state. I have, &c.,
(Signed) R. C. MOODY,
Colonel Commanding.
His Excellency the Governor.
(Duplicate of the above letter forwarded
to the secretary of state.)
‘‘Ganges,” in Esquimalt Harbor,
9th January, 1860.
Sir,—In reply to your execellency’s letter
of the 23rd December last, and with re-
ference to its enclosure from Colonel Moody
on the subject of making reserves of land
for naval purposes at Burrard Inlet, I have
the honor to torward herewith a tracing
in whicH I have marked the land which I
shall strongly urge the lords commissioners
of the admiralty to secure for naval pur-
poses, and I shall Le obliged to your ex-
cellency directing Colonel Moody to reserve
the sections so marked. I have, &c.,
(Signed. R. LAMB'T BAYNES,
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.
His Excellency James Douglas, Esq.. C. R
The naval authorities took a hand in
the matter in 1880, the following letter
being received by Lieutenant-Governor
Richards:
Rear-Admiral
Governor:
“Triumph,” at Esquimalt,
13th June, 1880.
Sir,—It having been brought to my notice
that by an order in council of the provin-
cial government of British Columbia, dated
22nd June, 1878, a conveyance of sixteen
acres of the naval reserve land at Burrard
Inlet, officially recorded as lot 448, group 1,
New_ Westminster district, was made to
one Jeremiah Rogers, with full right to fell
trees and remove timber upon the said
reserve, I shall be glad to know by what
authority this was done, as the land in
question belongs to the lords commissicners

Sterling to the Lieutenant-

consequence, no doubt, of the small value
then attached to public lands in unexplored
sections of the country.

I shall be glad to give you all the informa-
tion that can be gatnered as soon as pus-
sible. Y have, &c.,

GEO. A. WALKEM,

Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.

Mr. Trutch renewed his request for
what information the provincial govern-
ment could give, and received the follow-
ing reply:

The Chief Commissioner of Lands
Works to the Honorable Mr. Trutch:

o Victoria, B. C., 20th Nov., 1880.

Sir,—In reply to your letter received yes-
terday, I have the honor to enclose a copy
of a report made by the surveyor-general
with its anunexes.

The report shows that no definite record
s to be found here as to the naval or
military reserves made in the early period
of British Columbia’s existence. There is
1o record of the acceptance by the colonial
office of any lands, even of those at Esqui-
malt; and the evidence of acceptance of
the latter would seem to rest solely on the
vccupation of the naval authorities.

.. The reserves at Burrard Inlet are marked
sovernment reserves,”’ and not naval re-
serves, though the tract numbered (2) on
the accompanying plan is referred to in
!imber leases issued in former years as
naval reserve.” The tract ‘marked. (8) is
the site of the small town of Granville:
fracts 4 and 5 have nct heen deait with,

) f'\oltrn(-e of anv executive «r ofther minute
'elating to the question can be found. The
colonial office or the admiralty may, how-
tver, be able to throw some further light
on the gubject.

Although the surveyor-general’'s report
Was made on the 29th ultimo. action upon
't was deferred. on account of the import-
ince of Its statements. until its ‘accuracy
could be verified. I have, &ec.. i

.. (Signed) , GEO. A. WALKEM.

Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.
"he Surveror-General to ths Chie: is-

sioner of Lands and “'orks:l Rt e

e Victoria, B. C., 20th Oct.. 1880.

Sir,—With reference to a communication

and

of the admiralty, and I cannot find that any
permission was. granted by the naval au-
therities. I have, &c.,
(Signed) J. H. STERLING,
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.

The Lieutenant-Governor referred the
letter to the executive council, but the
return does not show that any action
was taken. A few months later Ad-
miral Sterling wrote again to the Lieut.-
Governor:
Rear-Admiral

Governor:
“Triumph,” at Esquimalt,

| 29th September, 1880,

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that
I have received instructions from the lords
commissioners of the adwiralty to make
application to your honor for the title deeds
and plans of the property belonging to the
Imperial government and used for naval
purposes in Vancouver Island, and I shall
be glad if you will give Instructions for my
being furnished with the same. The prop-
erty in question is:

1. Esquimalt naval yard.

2. Esquimalt R. N. sick quarters.

3. Admiralty reserve, Burrard Inlet.

And I have been informed by their lord-
ships that it appears a communication was
made on the 7Tth April, 1858, by the gov-
ernor of Vancouver Island to the war office,
stating that this propercty has been pur-
chased from the Puget Sound Company for
army service.

I would take this opportunity to request
your honor for a reply to my letter of 13th
June last. I have, &c.,

(Signed) J. H. STERLING,

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.

Again the letter was referred to the
executive council, but no action was
apparently taken, so in 1882 the naval
authorities took steps to secure the in-
formation themselves, as is shown in the
following letter:
Captain East, R.N.,

Governor: “G » at Bequimalt
omus,” & uimalt,
30th November, 1882,
Sir,~I have the honor to inform you that

Sterling to the Lieutenant-

to the Lieutenant-

four (4) tracts of land at
were reserved for naval requirements when
British Columbia was a crown colony, pur-
suant to directions §lven by Governor
Douglas on the 11th January, 1860.

By a proclamation promulgated prior to
the foregoing date, issued under the seal of
the colony on the 14th February, 1859, his
excellency the governor declared that all
the lands in British Columbia, and all the
mineés and minerals therein, belonged to
the crown in fee, and that it was competent
for the executive at any time to reserve
such portions of the unoccupied lands and
for such purposes as the executive should
deem desirable.

From /Anformation obtained recently at
the government lands and works office in
Viectoria, it appears that the provincial
government have already disposed of a por-
tion in one case, and the whole of another
of these reserves. ;

Thus at English Bay a grant of 16 acres
of the naval reserve was made on the 22nd
of June, 1878, to one Jeremiah Rogers, and

.| the existing site of the present small town

of Granville, which constituted another
naval reserve, about acres, has been
digposed of to various private individuals.

he remaining two reserves do not, how-
evlftyi. appear to have as yet been interfered
w.

As a full report upon this subject is about
to be transmitted to the _admlrnlty, through
the commander-in-chief,”in the meantime,
and until their lordships’ pleasure is signi-
fied, I have the honor to request that you
will be pleased to move your ministers to
suspend any further disposition of the re-
serves in question upon which the admiralty
have undoubtedly a prior and legal claim as
naval property absolutely. I have, &ec.,
(Signed) J. W. EASNT.
Captain and Senior Officer.
The Dominion government in 1886
lodged a protest against the sale of cer-
tain land, telegraphing to Lieutenant-
Governor Cornwall thus:
(TELEGRAM.)

Ottawa, 9th January, 1886.
Lieutenant-Governor, British Columbia:
Please notify your government that por-
tion of land proposed to be sold by them
on eithteenti instand forms part of a
naval reserve, and does not belong to gov-
ernment of British Columbia. Answer.
(Bigned) J. A, CHAPLEAU.
Secretary of State.

The reply to this telegram was:

(TELEGRAM.)
Victoria, B. C., January 11, 1886.
Secretary of State, Ottawa:
The land my government propose to sell
is not, nor ever has been, part of a naval
reserve, A reserve in its immediate neigh-
borhood of 155 acres, applied for by Ad-
miral Baynes in 1860, is still held as a gov-
ernment reserve, and will not be encroached

upon.
(Signed) C. F. CORNWALL.

Having evidently given up the reserve
at English Bay, the admiralty wished
to resume possession of it, and Admiral
Culme-Seymour wrote:

Rear-Admiral Seymour to the Lieutenant-
Governor:
, “Triumph,” at Esquimalt,

25th January, 1880.
Sir,—With reference to a letter of 15th
January, 1885, from the secretary to the
admiralty to the under secretaryv of state
for the colonies—a copy of which is enclosed
—I have the honor to request you will
inform me whether T may consider the two
plots of land therein referred to are re-
served for the navy, and I should be glad
if I could be supplied with a plan showing
accurately ' the plots in question. I have,

&eay
(Signed) M. CLUME-SEYMOUR,
ear-Admiral, &e.,

(ENCLOSURE.)
Admiralty, 15th January, 1885.

Sir,—With reference to my letter of the
29th July, last (D.W. 2.912), on the subject
of the reserves in British Columbia, I am
commanded by the lords commissioners of

time they consented to relinquish certain
of these reserves, retaining only a plot of
one hundred and ten acres at Port Moody.
they were under the impression that the
terminus of the Canadian Pacific railway
would be close to the reserve in question.
2. They have now received a report from
the commander-in-chief on the station, stat-
ing that the terminus ‘is likely t4" be at
English Bay; and if this is the case, the
reserve plot at the enfrance of Burrard
Inlet, marked (A) on the plan, which they
consented to resign, would he of far greater
value to the navy than the one they re-
tained.

3. Under the altered circumstances, I am
to express their Jordships’ hope that it is
not too late for them to resume possession
of the reserve at English Bav. and, if so,
I am to suggest it would, perhaps, be hetter
that both the resperves referred te should
be retained by them until such time as the
position of the terminus is definitely settled.
when they would be better able to decide
which should be retained by them in the
interests of Her Majesty’s navy. I have,

e,

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR.
Under Secretary of State,
Colonial Office.

A meeting of the executive council
was held, and as a result the following
reply was sent to Admiral Culme-Sey-
mour:

The Lieutenant-Governor to Rear-Admirail
Seymour:
Government House, Victoria,
Fevruary 5, i386.
Sir,—In response to you letter of the 25th
of January last, enclosing a copy of one
from the secretary of the admiralty to the
under secretary of state for the colonies,
dated the 15th of January, 1885, and re-
ferring to the question of lands reserved
at Burrard Inlet by the government of
British Columbia for the use of the navy,
I have the honor to state that I referred
the matter at once to my executive council,
and that T yesterday approved of a report
of the honorable executive council, which,
after reciting, the subject of your com-
munication above referred to, goes on to
state:
1. That although the plots of land re-
ferred to are not considered by the gov-
ernment to be naval property, yvet they are
being withheld from sale or settlement,
pending the wishes of the admiralty with:
respect to them being made known.
2. That the provincial government are
ready to grant the reserves in question to
the Imperial government for naval purposes,
when required.
3. That out of the' reserve on the south
side of English Bay sixteen (16) acres were
conveyed by crown grant to one Jeremiah
Rogers, by authority of orders of the hon-
orable the executive council, approved on
the 10th and 22nd June, 1878.
4. That the remainder of the reserve has
not been encroached upon, and that the
reserve at Port Moody is intact.

I enclose a copy from the nautical survey
by Captain Richards, A.M.S. “Plmmnper,”
wherein the reserves proposed by him are
marked. I am glad thus to be abie to point
out that, notwithstanding the length of
time wHich has elapsed sinee the applica-
tion 'by Captain Richards, during which
time no further step has been taken on the
part of the lords of the admiralty, this
government has reserved intact, with the
one slight exception referred to above, the
plots of land then applied for, and hold
them now subject to the wishes of Her
Majesty’s government. I have, &c.,

(Signed) CLEMENT F. CORNWALL,
Lieutenant-Governor.

BARON HERSCHELL’S ESTATE.
The Former Lord Chancellor Left Three-

quarters of a Million.

London, May 15.—The will of the late
Baron Herschell, the former lord chan-
cellor, und member of the Anglo-Ameri-
can-Canadian commission,” who died in
Washington on March 1, was probated

to-day. The estate is valued at £153,-
000. :

For any case of mervousness, sleepless-
ness, weak stomach, indigestion, dyspep-
sia, try Carter’'s Little Nerve Pills.
Relief is sure. - The eonly nerve medi-
cine for the price in market.

it
-ard Inlet

fonctions necessary to life.

How it Unites and Controls the Organs of the Body.

To unite in harmouny the various organs and supply to them the nerve fluid—that subtle force
which runs the machinery of the body—is the duty of the great sympathetic system of nerves. :
Connected in this way, the organs act in sympathy with one another, and unite in carrying on the

Is the greatest restorative known to medical science. It cures in nature’s way by building up the system.
using this great food cure, you will note with interest the steady increase in weight which tells of the advance in health and strength
Dr. A. W. Chase’s Nerve Food. 50 cents a box, at all dealers, or by mail, along with a copy of Dr. Chase’s new book, “The Ills of Life
a to Cure Them,” on receipt of price by Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto.

Without the vital force supplied by the nervous system the heart, lurgs, stomach, liver, kidneys
and bowels are powerless to perform their functions, and hence it is that weak, starved, and exhausted
nerves result in such derangements as cause indigestion, nervous dyspepsia, and headache; pains in the
back, loins and sides, brain fag, paralysis, locomotor ataxia, tired. languid and despondent feelings
loss of energy, ambition and appetite, fear to venture, and incapacity for bﬁsiness, nervousness
ness, debility, and irregularities of the delicate female organism.

A Great Discovery

Realizing the deadening, harmful effect of strong, poisonous drugs on the nervous system, Dr. A
W. Chase gave the world the great food cure which has marked a new era in medicine ‘and made it
possible to build up and restore the weak, wasted and exhausted nerves.

Dr. A. W Chase’s Nerve Food contains in condensed form the very elements required to make the
blood pure, rich and red, and create new nerve fluid. Through the sympathetic nerve, Dr. A. W.
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Dr.A.W.CHaste’s NERVE Foop

, weak
y

By weighing yourself while

The Railway
Connection.

Sub-Committee Still Consider-
ing Report on Mr. Duns-
muir’s Proposal.

Port Angeles & Eastern and
Other Schemes Fully
Discussed.

The Committee of Fifty met last even-
ing to take into consideration the reports

proposal of Mr. James Dunsmuir and the
promoters of the Port Angeles Eastern
railway, to give Vietoria communiecation
by ferry and railway with the transcen-
tinental lines. The committee wandered
into a discussion of various railway and
ferry schemes, with the result that the
railway committee was given further
time to report on Mr. Dunsmuir’s pro-
posal, and the Port Angeles proposal was
laid on the table until the other schemes
have been presented, and the committee
is in a position to choose the best.

Mayor Redfern occupied the chair; Mr.
H. M. Grahame acted as secretary, and
the following members of the ecoun=il |
were present: Noah Shakespeare, Geo. |
Powell, E. Pearson, Alderman Beck-
with, D. R. Ker, Simon Lciser, W. Mar-
chant, B. W. Pearse, R. Seabrook, W.
J. Pendray, Alderman MacGregor, C. E.
Renouf, John Taylor, W. H. Bone, A, J. |
Dallain, Alderman Williams, Alderman
Humphrey, A. C. Flumerfelt, A. G. Mc-
QOandless, E. Bragg, W. H. Langley, W.
L. Challoner, T W, Paterson, R. L.
Drury, C. A. Holland, Alderman Bry-
don, A. E. McPhillips, M. P. P.,, and
. A. Munn.

The chairman read the report of the
sub-committee on Mr. Dunsmuir’s pro-
posal, and the proposal itself as publish-
ed last week. The report follows:
Victoria, B. C., May 12, 18989.
To. the Chairman and Committee of Fifty:
Gentlemen,—Your sub-committee No. 5
beg respectfully to report that we have re-
ceived from Mr. James Dunsmuir on behalf
of the Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway Com-
pany a proposition to maintain and operate
a steam freight and passenger ferry betweea
Yancouver and a point on the line of the
B. & N. railway.

That after looking into the merits of the
proposal most thoroughly, we have come to
the conclusion that it is one which should
receive the careful attention of the mem-
bers of the Committee of Fifty.

We therefore feel that further considera-
tion is required, as negotiations are still
pending. Your committee has interviewed
Mr. Dunsmuir on one very important fea-
ture of his proposition, which he is now
considering, and as he has promised an
answer at an early date, we would respect-
fully ask for more time in which to make a
further and more extended report. Yours

very truly,
NOAH SHAKESPEARE,
Chairman.

it up, but they declined. He also wished
to contradict the suggestion that the
Port Angeles scheme was in opposition
to Mr. Dunsmuir’s scheme. Mr. Duns-
muir was in favor of a ferry to Port
Angeles, and had stated to the commit-
tee that Victoria should secure all the
connection possible. The members of the
committee had been treated most cour-
teously by Mr. Dunsmuir, and he might
be permitted to state in passing that if
the people knew more of Mr. Dunsmuir
and Mr. Dunsmuir more of the people, it
would be better for the city. The Port
Angeles scheme was uot an afterthought,
but was before the Committee of Fifty
befere the Dunsmuir scheme was
thought of. The proposition was first
laid before the Committee of Fifty on
April 7, and a week later the idea of se-
curing railway connection by the way
of Port Angeles was endorsed, and the
only question to be aealt with now was
that touching the financial assistance.
The committee had decided that the ben-
efits would be mutual, and therefore they
had recommended that Victoria pay her
half, or 50 per cent. of the $350,000 ask-
ed. The company, he believed, had suf-
ficient connection.ywith the American
transcontinental lines They had been
told by the promoters that the N. P. R.
were in sympathy with them. That was
all they knew of Mr. Dunsmuir's con-
nection with the C. P. R. Victoria had
been asleep long enough, and she shoald
take advantage of the offers made to se-
cure railway connection. The city had
learned of the advantages of competition
in telegraphy, the rates having been
greatly reduced since the advent of a sec-
ond company. Similar advantages would
be secured by railway competition.

Alderman Williams seconded the meo-
tion to adopt the report. Mr. A. G. Me-
Candless thoyght the committee should
take a little more time to go thoroughly
into the various schemes for railway
connection. There was a route better
than any now before the committee.
This was by ferry from Point ‘Roberts
to Sidney. By this means both the Great
Northern and Northern Pacific would
reach Victoria, and before long a bridze
would be built across the Fraser river
at New Westminster, and the C. P. R.
could and would come to the city by the
same route. This would make the Vies
toria & Sidney railway pay, and save the
annual bonus which the city had guaran-
teed and had to pay. He favored the
Port Angeles scheme, but thought the
city should own the boat and also that
more work should be done on the railway
before any guarantee was given. He
moved in amendment that the report of
the committee be laid on the table for
further consideration,

Mr, W. H. Langley seconded the
amendment. He .considered it a little
premature to decide to grant a bonus at
present. If the company proposed to
build the railway irrespective of ferry
connection with Victoria, he could not
see that it would prejudice the company
if the citizens did not vote the money un-
til the railway had been built:;and the
company had shown that they had con-
nection with the N. P. R. Besides the
other schemes should first be discussed.

Mr. Alex. Wilson wished to know if
outside “duffers” would be allowed to
speak

The further time asked for in the re-
port was granted, and then the chairman
read the report of the committee and the
proposal of the promoters of the Port
Angeles Eastern railway, which has also

Victoria, B. C., May 12, 1899.
To the Chairman and Committee of Fifty:
Gentlemen,—In re Port Angeles Eastern
railway proposal, your co.amittee believes
that the advantages of this proposition are
mutual, and after most carefully examining
the question from every pvint of view, we
would respectfully suggest that 50 per
cent, of the cost of the undertaking on the
basis of the amount stateu in the proposal
of the 4th inst., submitted by the company
(the original of which is before you) would
be a fair amount to be entertained by the
ratepayers of Victoria. Your committee
would also recommend that one of the
conditions of granting the bonus should
be that the ship building firms in the city
of Victoria be afforded the opportunity of
tendering on the work in connection with
the construction of the twin-screw passen-
ger steamer and car ferry freight boat.
We would therefore suggest that immediate
action be taken to bring the matter before
a public meeting for ratification and after-
wards for the city council to deal with the
question and take the necessary steps to
place a by-law before t?e ]geople for their
approval. Yours ver ruly.
o NOAHySHAKESPEARE,
Chalrman.

Mr. Noah Shakespeare moved the
adoption of the report of the railway
committee dealing with the Port Angeles
Eastern railway company’s propomtu_m.
He opened by stating that he had no in-
terest in Port Angeles. It had been
intimated that the C. P N. company
should have been given an opportunity
to make an offer to provide the ferry.
They had been asked if they would take

been published. The report is as under: |

The Mayor was afraid not. If it was
allowed, there might be no end to the
discussion,

Mr. Wilson—We might throw
light on the subject.

On motion, Mr. Wilson was allowed to
| speak, and spoke strongly in favor of
extending the Victoria & Sidney railway
and running a ferry to Point Roberts
and getting connection with the Great
Northern and Northern Pacific railways.
This, he contended, would be a greater
benefit to Victoria. The distance was
20 miles from Victoria to the head of
Saanich Peninsula, and 26 miles by
water from there to English Bluff, near
i Point Roberts.

Mr. W. H. Bone, while supporting the
Port Angeles scheme, was not opposed to
the other ones. Victoria wanted 2s
many railways'as possible, but he was
afraid that the Saanich-English Biuff
scheme would cost a great deal more
than the Port Angeles one. If it would
pay the promoters to spend a large sum
of money, it certainly would pay Victoria
to spend $150,000.

Mr, D. R. Ker thought Vietoria should
wait until the Port Angeles railway was
built to Port Angeles, and then the com-
pany would come to Victoria for busi-
ness, and the probability was that it
would Dot cost the city a cent At
present the people were paying $15,000
a year for the Victoria & Sidney rail-
way. which sum could be saved if the
road could be made to pay. This could
be done by running a ferry to Point Rob-
erts and then building a line through a
thickly-settled country and the richest
agricultural section in the province, to
conect with the Canadian Pacific, Great

some

Northern and Northern Pacific. Another
subject requiring immediate attention
was the securing of better steamboat
connection with Vancouver. A Dboat
shculd be secured that would make the
trip in four hours or less, leaving here
early in the morning and being back by
six in the evening. To do this the boat
would have to stop at the outer wharf.
Some objection might be made to stop-
ping at the outer wharf, but arrange-
ments might be made with the street rail-
way company to extend their line and
have coupon tickets issued on the steam-
er for the street car trip from the wharf
to the city.

Mr George Powell considered the
Point Roberts scheme very visionary. It
was possible, but was it probable? It
was known that if the C. P. R. came
here it would be over the E. & N., and
the more the Port Angeles scheme was
pressed the better opportunity there was
of securing the C. P. R.

Mr. R. L. Drury thought the whole
transportation  question should be
threshed out before the committee pledg-
ed themselves to any one scheme. 'To
him the Point Roberts scheme seemed
the one with the fewest difficulties.
Trains could travel at a high rate of
speed 6n the Victoria & Sidney railway,
and the distance by water was very
short.

Mr. A. E. McPhillips, M P. P., re-
ferred to the Victoria, Vancouver &
Eastern railway, which was to have been
built to Point Roberts, with ferry con-

‘nection with the Island. Unfortunately,

the legislature withdrew support from
the line. As to the schemes
befcre the committee, he contended
that before assistance was voted them
there should be a guarantee that Vie-
toria would be made a common terminal
point—that -is, that Victoria should se-
cure the same rates as Vancouver,
Seattle and Tacoma. While not being
prepared to assent to the details of Mr.
Dunsmuir’s proposal, he felt that it was
the only one which could with advan-
tage be immediately seized upon. The
Point Roberts scheme could not be a sue-
cess until a railway had been built from
Point Roberts to conneet with the trans-
continental lines, while by Mr. Duns-
muir’s scheme a boat would make con-
nections with lines already built, viz.,
the E. & N. and C. P. R. The Point
Roberts scheme he would admit was the
best one, but it involved the securing of
a charter and the building 'of a line of
railway, while Mr. Dunsmuir’s scheme
could be taken immediate advantage of.
However, he favored the amendment, as
all the schemes should be discussed be-
fore any one was adopted.

Mr. Paterson asked if some . delay
would not be occasioned in trying to
secure the 19 acres on the Indian re-
serve and the building of a modern rail-
way bridge over the harbor. )

Mr. McPhillips thought with the in-
fluence of the citizens the rights asked
for would be soon granted by the Do-
minion government.

Mr. T. W. Paterson said although a
member of the railway sub-committee,
he was not in favor of the report before
the meeting, and this because it would
not pay to run a ferry to carry the
freight that any one railway company
carries for Victoria. He had it from
prominent merchants that the C. P. R.
did 80 per cent. of the Victoria business,
leaving 20 per cent. for the other two
companies. If the people of Victoria
vanted railway or ferry connections,
they would have to open up a country
that would provide more business for
Victoria. He wished to state that he
had no railway proposition to submit to
Victorians, as he had had a few years
ago. Some years ago he secured the
charter for a line from Point Roberts
to New Westminster, the idea of which
was to give Victoria railway connection,
but Victorians appeared to be so bitterly
opposed to the Victoria & Sidney rail-
way apd everything connected with it
that it was dropped. He tried to secure
an entrance to the city by way of Cedar
Hill and Mount Tolmie, but was stopped
by the mayor and corporation threaten-
ing to take legal proceedings against
him. The only way for Victoria to
secure railway connection was for the
business men, who could control the
business, to build a ferry boat and run
her to some point that could be reached
by all the transcontinental railways, and
then refuse to do business with any
company that did not use that ferry. A
ferry could be run from Sidney to White
Rock, near Boundary Bay, and it was
a certainty that the Great Northern
would be built to that point before the
ferry boats were completed. This would

bring the trade of the Fraser valley,’

which was worth looking after, to Vic-
toria. At present Victorians buy most
of the produce raised in the valley, and
the farmers would sooner buy their sup-
plies here, but it takes so long to get
here and it is so costly that they have

to go to Vancouver and New Westmin-
ster. Of the schemes before the com-
mittee, neither would shorten the time
of a fast steamer, and the bringing of
freight cars ‘here would not help the
city. If the Oriental steamers could be
induced to unload and load here it would
be of great advantage, but the greatest
advantage to be derived.from railways
is by the opening up of new markets to
the merchants. Victorians being willing
to pay $700,000 for a ferry, a number of
routes could be suggested, including one
from the head of Saanich peninsula to
Steveston and then by railway to Van-
couver. As to the Port Angeles scheme,
all that the promoters could say was
that the N. P. R. were friendly, and he
contended the people of Victoria would
be foolish to commit themselves to the
scheme until the line was built, and even
when it was built it would not carry an
amount of business that would be worth
$150,000.

Mi. Noah Shakespeare reiterated his
arguments in favor of the Port Angeles
scheme. The committee did not pro-
pose, he said, to hand over the $150,000
until the x.'ailway was built and the ferry
was running.

Mr. Renouf—What guarantee have we
that the ferry will be continued after
the money is paid?

Mr. Shakespeare—That is a matter of
detail.

Mr. Renouf—The promoters ask $350,-
000; will they accept $150,000?

Mr. Shakespeare—We have not laid our
counter proposition before them yet.

Continuing, Mr. Shakespeare said the
Oriental trade would be handled from
Port Angeles, and the building up of
Port Angeles would benefit Victoria.
The promoters, he contended, had guar-
anteed the city transcoutinental connec-
tion. His experience was that when-
ever one proposition was submitted in
Victoria, several others came up. Vie-
torians were the most disunited people
on the Pacific coast. KEven when a fast
boat started for Victoria to run to Van-
couver, somebody telegraphed to stop
her.

Mayor Redfern favored all the schemes
being threshed out before any one was
adopted. He considered that if what
was known as the DeCosmog scheme
had been carried out, it would be of the
greatest advantage to Victoria. Although
Victoria might not have to pay over the
$175,000 to the Port Angeles Eastern
promoters, her credit would be tied up to
that extent, and might hamper the city
in assisting other scheues.

Mr. H. A. Munn looked upon the Port
Angeles scheme as a great connecting
link between the United States and if
the E. & N. railway was extended to the
head of the island, the people going
north and south would pass through the
Island. Then there was the fresh fish
business, which would shortly be a large
industry. The fish could be placed in
refrigerator cars at the north end of the
Island and taken right through to the
Eastern States.

Mr. McCandless wished it understood
that by moving to defer action on the
question, he did not wish to injure the
Port Angeles scheme, which he favored.

Ald. Williams, in speaking against de-
lay, said there was one member of the
committee who was trying to kill the
scheme, and who was laughing in his
sleeve at the “rank stupidity ” of others
in supporting him.

Mr. E. Pearson considered that all
the schemes should be discussed before
any one was adopted. If the Port An-
geles scheme was adopted it might shut
out the others.

Mr. Shakespeare—We do not want but
one railway. We want all we can get.

Mr. McCandless said he was safe in
saying that within a month there would
be developments in connection with one
of the other scheme= that would have a
very great bearing on the guestion.

Ald. MacGregor, while favoring the
Port Angeles scheme, did not think any
harm could be done by laying the report
on the table for a couple of weeks.

After opposing the amendment to lay
the report on the table, the members of
the railway committee finally consented
to it, on the understanding that the
scheme would not be entirely shelved.

The chairman reminded the members
that some expenses had been incurred,
and that at the first meeting they had
agreed to pay $1 each to cover ex-
penses.

Mr. Ker brought up the question of
telephone connection with the Mainland,
and Ald. Williams replied that the trans-
portation committee had this under con-
sideration.

The ‘committee will

meet again on
June 2.° .

.
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The Chicago Tribune says that trusts will
be the issue of 1900 and that the Republi-
can party must be prepared to take a stand
;me smet or thg o;tl:ler. lThe ’El‘l:lbune is mak-
ng a strong fizht against these combines.
—Galesburg Republican-Register.




