 VANCOUVER'S NURDER.

Ashferd Committed by the Coromer's

Jury—The Evidence Taken |

. In the Case, '

Prisoner Said to Have High English

Connections—He Professes

Yaxoouvar; Deo. 28.}—:(890&._[)—:— $2:30 |4

to-day Ashford, the murderer of . his:

and ebild, ashen grey, wild-¢ysd 'and erlp-l' ;

pled by close confinement and nervous pros-
tration,was brought before the coroner at the
city buildings. - A:jury was empanelled and:
the investigation commenced immediately:
The eourt room was crowded to suffocation.

Whether assumed or real, the prisoner acted |

like a man completely out of his wmind,
groaning, shivering and peering around in a
suspieions way, his eyes unceasingly shift-
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of Quebec and ita neighborhood, Thisold
Cardinal |

association, no doubs, indnoed: the
o select De. O'Reill Eep

ing and rolling in an vuncanny fashion. | B

Officer Crawford was the firkt. witness, and

his story was the same ss has already ap- |4 te
peared in the CoLonist. Dr. Bell-Irving}

gave evidence as to his examination of the
wound that caused the death of Mrs. Ash-

.ford.

Little Mildred Ashford, the only eye.
witness of the tragedy, was next examined,
her evidence, given in a timid voice, being
confirmatory of the sccopnt given. in. the
Caororisy as her deposition. ab the hospital,
when it was feared she would die. She was
asked if the man in court' was'the 'otie that
did the shooting, and looking at het broken
down, heggard father supporting his head
in his hands and averting his face, she butst
into tears and sobbed faintly, ** Yeu ; that’s
the one.” Little Mildred was 80 agitated
that it was decided to ask her no more ques-
tions snd, after being . soothed by gentle
words from Coroner MoGuigan snd Matron
Miss MacPhie, of the hospital, her evidenos
was read and she signed it'in & nest hand.

Fred Ashford, son of the sconsed, was.
the next witness. He is 'a sturdy ‘young
fellow of 15 and very intelligent: Hé said
he was lighting a fire downatairs when he
heard a shot from a revolver : he listened

and heard another shot, then he rashed up- |

stairs and saw his father loading his re-
volver at & lamp, and said to him> ¢ What
have you done?” His father did not an-
swer, but held the revolver up and ‘he ran,
rushing out of the house, throngh the back-
yard of the next house, ‘and ‘crawled
through a hole under the house.’ His
father came after him 'and stood for
a mioute - close to the ' hole mutter-
ing to himself, went into ths shed 'snd
from there went into the lane:: The boy con-
tinued : - *‘ Father had been drinking hard
before the murder ; he was always.in-a bad
temper when drinking ; he was sometimes
kind and sometimes cross to us: when we
misbehaved he took a switoh and struck us
two or three tithes across the hand ; father
did not seem to be right when he asked me
to light the fire early in the morning.”
Witness ‘'knew of no guartel between his
mtgl:er .niil father. : i

orge Monro, expressman, e of Ash-
ford saying to him the day ) the mur-
der thiat he was independent-of the Cana-
dian Pacifio’ railroad and thav he had got
gocd'news that hereafter he was going to
receive $1 16 'a day from KEogland forever.
He seemed agitated ; but did ‘not seem %o

have been drinking much. - He thought he |

was excited about getting the money from
g

as w«g«amg:g‘l. Mmm -
ssked if he had ! :
time he

thoughts, theh

worda of Inalt to the liviog, a ;
thrilling his hearers and men of different
 belief than ours with the recital of & states-

and Christia; ma,:nw:\‘uldhndl

' been shocked by an nncalled for, uatimely,
 unauthorized and unjustifiable denunciation
of beliefs differing from ours. Fromthisplace
I moet solemnly declare that the words thus
uttered have not only deeply’ wounded the
Romen  Catholic community throughount
Canada, but that they sre repudiated by all
classés of Canadian Roman Catholics and by
the R’omm Cutholio clergy  of every 'de.
ee.’
Of the incident L’Electenr says: *Ip is
our duty to .Ceclare the prescher who so
brutally insuited his Protestant hearers by

telling that the Protestant’ religion 'Is' a|H

fraud is & foreigner to.this country.”
. el ’

NEEDED REFORM.

New Yeork, Dec 27.—~The employes of
the general post office in London, as well as
the large ‘sub-postoffices in the metropolis;
are .rejoicing over the fach that a reform
which John Hurns, the labor leader, de-
manded at the hands of Posbmaster-General
Morley just ‘before his departure for this
country has been inaugurated, For many
years it has been the’ custom of higher and
sub-offizials of -the ‘main and branch poat-
offices o permit. dealers  in -olothing, foot-
wear, millinery, jewelry sud :sundry .other
necessaries and articles of personal adorn-
ment 6 visit the dings onoe & week and

ly their tende amongst the employes, space
or the display of their wares being reserved
for them'in the basement,

This system, known_as the -tally system,
'han of late assumed such serious proportions

'that: many ‘of the employes have become |

financially embarrassed; their debts to the
instalment men amounting in some cases to
two or three months wages. The natural
-assumption has always bsen that the
‘ &  commission to the officlals

'weeks ago s delegation hesded by Johu

Barna brought,the matter to. the sttention | ™ens h
o Ppiastiar-Ganurs, sud damended |

.. the.,]
§‘: dispatc

against the desk with grea he |

said: * I remember buying a révolver and
cartridges one day last week. ' When I took
them home my wife asked . if they were a
present for her father. I said yes. She
asked = what . they . wer 5 g

her to never mind, ‘that T
take her over to Capilano and  she

would see when her father tpened it I

then asked fora glass of milk and took some
whiskey with-ib. + I took & wine glass full of
whiskey. I took three or fonr more @

the nignt. I gave the orders to put on

a fire in the cook stove and the parlor. stove}

between two and three o’clock’in the morn-
ing.  After the last deink I took I went. to
bed and do. mot remember anything else

until I found myself in charge of the police. ‘

What time that was I cannot ssy.”

The jury after.deliberating for ten min.
utes returned a vordibﬁfo! 4 h\:ignl mlll.'duu'.”
Mr. Moresby sppeared fir the Crown. 8g-
istrate Jordan took. the bench at the conelu-
sion of the inquest and asked prisoner, sfter
reading the chargeiaf murder to him, if: he
bad anything to say. .Ashford ssid: I

don’t know thav I -oan ‘say snything more
besides what I have already said.” :

The prisoner was thenukutoWuﬁnh: f
ster t:r await, his trial before n-uhmeo Englis

Jordan, next Friday, The prisoner

ting the wide guif now stretching be
himself and his family, called perempt

to his son, ‘* Freddyy come here 17 bus the

01

all debts due onpﬂtho date of such decision

| accepted the . resignation of _the

e privileges granted  them, but} .
this ku':nm been proved. . A few nln
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LoNDoN, Des. 27.—The body of Mrs.
Wililam Astor will* be shipped to New
York to-miorrow by the Aurania.

GxNoa, Deo; 28.—The appeal court here

confirmed to-day. the seatence of Captain
Romani, & French officer who was & month
ago condemned .for epying to fourteen
months’ imprisonment and s fine of 1,200,
francs. Romani’s brother shouted 'twice
from a front seat: * Hurrah for France ! ”
@ was not rebuked.
Pazis, Dec. 28.—The French government
is - constructing, with  all possible rapidivy:
twelve gunboats and sixteen barges, which
will'be sentin sections to Madagascar for
the use of the French expadition. :

Loxpox, Deo. 28.~The Marquls of Forne
has consented to act ay jadge iin the Sta-
tist's prize competition. for. schemes ¢f Im-
perial customs union, . The prize offered by
the Statist is £1,000, s

BERuy, Dec. 27.—An order has_ been
issued probibiting socialiste from attending
the theatres in any considerable numbers
dndng‘thé bolidays." This ia done to pre-
vent-demonstrations in the theatres:against
the auti-revolution bill.

Rouz, Dec. 27.—A ‘bomb was exploded

near the officlal pesidénce of the:United |0
States smbassador Iast night The explosion: |
took place while the ambassador’s reception |

was in progress, but oaused no excitement
among the gnu'u.» No damage was done,

Lowpow, Dec. 27.—8ir Charles Tupper
Has thanked ' by letter the Mayor of ‘Porte- &

mouth for the sympasthy ‘shown by Him
when Sir John' ﬁ:‘mp;?n"q'wy Was ‘em-

tally b_;ihpd{,\ :The. thanks sre ‘expressed in be

going into effeot shall be regsrded as can-
oelled, ' - : ;

o SEVQRELY SGOUBGED 8
Noareriwis, Mion., :
i ted.  Since the 15th of Novem-
bas has
W“t?“ _mettlendent ‘three  miles’ ‘west
fe, . from * this there

The disease is not confined to the vllha seriousl
iﬁ“‘l over the  surround
ere. baye been fifty deaths

are  sixty ' ocritical “oases, - and :‘worst|f

of all, there is no doctor in the place; nor is

too small. - A surveyor from here has been
employed to Jay out a new one for the oo-

-there a board of health. The graveyard is|

caston.. Two men are engaged to dig graves| .

abd ant aversge of-two ‘deaths’ cocur daily, |

while twi MADY NeW 0ASEs appear. >
;t:‘u"mﬁm of du‘.‘-

officers led the father one way and ‘the son |
in an opposite direction, and the old man|
on his way to the cells: mattered; *‘I'want|
Freddy to tell his sister to get my coas, I'm 5.

cold.”

Asbford, it is said, claime to beloog to the | 4798
nobility of England ‘ard people marveiled|

at the education ?:;d rcfﬂnol;ent of mh:.l'
who bas besn en ‘for five yearn wheel-
inga f.r:igha trnosk on the Canadian Pacific
railroad wharf' ac §1 50 per day, and Wh‘:if

‘dered at the ealtured ‘taste of his

was providing for
Aéhford “w ing

changed, 48 ¥
and afterwards joined tho»ql;ui
soldier. The names of Ashi : v
ancestry will be brought cut in the tri
his private papers have been exsdmined:
prisoner is & graduate of C:

sity. Just re. ;

of an anumity havi
for lite by parties in K

LORD RANDOLPH
Loxpox, Do, 30'-'

P,

of lay

)
\hey dis.” I instances five or
adq::‘be'u of m have died. ~No pre-
‘cantion is taken to chéck the ravages of the

0 not  more ‘than ‘a =dozen speak |

_ SUBPRISED 2

i - Dozsns of sick children 1s
ye without sttention of soy kind antil]

“Bows,: Dess 20, The supporters of e
: the Inte King ob Nep

sucoessor:’

 says that the Emperor

]
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vern. | Whatever miay be -thcbbddpu
_leard: . An. infringement of the rules will :

38 Lin this country. e
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anifeato deolaring Couns de |

Lady Thowpson, Mr. Joseph Thomp
and the members of the ‘h-ﬂyd
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shead of his colleagues.

e Canada Gazette to-morrow will con-
tain the official list of candidates who were
suocessfu! at the civil service examinations
beld at diffsrent places thronghout the Do-
minion last month. Arthur Booth and W,
H Bailey passed the preliminary examina-
tion at Viotoria. = The following passed the

ualifying higher grade examination : = Geo.
» Bellamy, Andrew Calderwood, Bernard
G, Goward, Edward H. Griffiths, Julia K.
Huighes, Grevifle E. Morgan, Maud Parker,
Albert H. Ridgeman, Bereloy ¥, Shem,
Edith A. E Suwmerfisld, Archibald Trew,
and Alfred A, Woods. The follow
in_ optional subjects: Julia K. ughes,
stenography and typewrlting ; Albert H.
Ridgeman, precis ; Alfred A. Woods, book-

. Ihe appointment of Geo. H. Roe as sub:
colleotor of customs av Comox, will be
gazstted fo-morrow.

- Qrrawa, Deo, 20.—As intimated in the
CoLoxst & few days ago, instructions have
‘been issued to the post office department
;that on and after Tugsday nextprivate cards
epaid by a.one cent stamp affixed thereon
‘may be sent by wail within the Dominion
; certain regulations. The cards must
bioker than the material used for the
oards. . The maximum size niust

to the size of the ordinary Cana-

D post card now fn_use, The minimam

musb not be less than 3} inches by 2},
e St B
7 it which thi . %
iiust be 'aﬁtpo: sothing miym% ug
‘printed except the address -of- the ‘person to
‘Whom the card is go_be delivered. and the
name and address of the ¢ of

‘and ‘the worda ** private post ” Nothiog
; t private post

-{ Japan Wil

Wumum.l)u. 28.—The regulations
Afor the return to the United States of Chi-
nese laborers, as provided for by the recent

CHINESE REGULATIONS.

Cbinese Iaborer who has resided and regis-

tered in the United ‘Btates and de :
: | ‘_'ﬂf'-

sherefrom, and also may have a law

 ohild or parent in- this country, or

of the value of $1,000 s of
y provided

re

% i ZF N o ."a.v ...
parting 'he deposits with the collector of

oustoms of the in which e resides,
or with the nearest customs officer, a oer-
tifioate of registration from the internal
revenue collector and a full dercription of
his ht::ly-, propor:ydo; do‘:m. f%;ho pnpet:-n
must be-accompanied by three Photographs
of the: laborer, and the atatement submitted
by him, if found to be correst, will ba cer-
tified by the oollector of cuatoms. The
papers,  with the photographs, are to be
transmitted to the eollecior of-castoms of
the sorh from whioh the Chinese person, is
%o depart and who must return to the
country via the port of departare. The
ocertified description of the Chinaman will
‘be filed in the office of the’ collector at the
:port of exit as- & means of  identifioation.
‘The returns to the U. 8. must be within one
‘year from the date of departure unless siek-
hess or other disability prevents, in which
-event the faots are reqnired to be ocertified
e g ey Bruap iy i
w e C Person. may or
the United States. A certificate will be
issued to the laborer on his departure, which
will:- nob contain & desoription of the
person to whom it whs issued, but will refer
to the m to whom it was imsned and
speak of the identification papers by num:

ber. This-will obviate the sale or exchange
of certifiontes and render the identification |

of the returning Chinese more certain.

John Burns Urges People to Make It
in Fact What It Is
in Rame,

s

Amxow&mnmsm«v

- ‘Oan Be Quelled by Shoot-
inglenl?own- ]

about 1,500 persons Hatened to John Burns,
M.P.,, in convention hall to-night and gave
that gentleman an enthusiastic reception.

A number of copgressmen were present,

among them being Senator Pfeffer and Re-

presentatives Simpson, of Kansas; Penoce, of
Colorado; Lane, of Illinois; Herman and
Ellis, of Oregon; and Pickler, of Sounth
Dakota. The English labor leader was pre-
¢eded by Jerry Simpson, who ambng other
thinge said he was glad Mr. Burns was here

where “ he ocould wmee ‘“‘how grand &
failure the” American 'republic had been
80 far, in regard to securing the righte of
thé people.” - The of Mr, Burns was
characberistio, but he probably dealt more
freély with political matters than usual.
The oentral” thought around which Mr,
Burns built up his speech was the necessity
for trades’ unions, and the good to be accom-
plished by théir perpetustion. His funds-
mental iciple was that so long a8 a man
was to work none should go without
bread, . From the oconditions as. he

‘found them in America, he saw the

moni tems of  social
oprr;bn :zlhgmtémrd- '

» prostitution of power in the
fostering of trust syndicates and gﬂn&nﬁ
monopolies. Speaking of the militariam o
Earope, Mr. Burnsopposed the proposed in-

y | crease of our army from 25,000 to’ 30,000,

Chinese and to forward the|

same to the T ry where records are to
be kept on forms especially provided for the
: g:rpm- The oertifiostes to be issued will
' be serially

numbered and issued by the de-

artment to collectors on requisition ‘there-
s 8n acoount being kept in' each instance,

Fear of European Inter-
: vention.

K

 On ik sabject of strikes, the
when they thought strikes oould

: meu down aod throwing them

Bo'l’oo!neﬁnc For|

bhe|China and Japan Likely. {6 Seeure

on account of the fever prevailing in-
States oattle, but nothing of the

deficlenoy bill and prees it
onsideration. This is the
s appropriation for the

| with thie

‘Jother lenders.

was surpeised snd indignent when -he|

learsied that bis. offer 0. noresss

The directors

‘bank who-
isvued

Joint Control Over Dis-
puted Korea. .

-1 * Lonpox, Déo: 20 —The Japanese govern.

nieut has made no response. to the latest |

| suggestions from the British’ government

that the terms upon which Japan is williog |
fo treat for peace with China ought to be |,

communicpted to the Powers. On the con:
trary, the Japanese have persisted in mais-
taining & policy of retiosnce. * The Biitish

minfater at Tokio Bas been unable to get the | 0 %18
slightest sorap of official fnformation upon.| ax

® ‘subject of the ocouditions for which

-

g feature of the peace negotia- |
en the two Eastern smpires, as | B!

£ 5 ’
stipulate for any territorial or oomnlgl

ceived here from Tokio snd elsewher
Kove i aieg ol TR B R
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