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IN THE PRESS GALLERY

TRY TO OBSTRUGT AND TO
AVOID THE CONSEQUENGES,

From Our Own Staff Correépondent.)
Ottawa, June 15.—By way of change,
House was permitted to do . a
legislating today. Four bhills
¢ put through, twp more advane-
d a stage and the evening spent on
estimates ‘of the agriculture de
tment. Why this unwonted pro-
ss was permitted can only be sur
nised Perhaps it means that the
lockaders are running out of wind o
hring wisdom.. Or perhaps it
nly a tactical move to put en g
| appearance. His Excellenc:
s down tomorrow to assent to
bill put through Friday. It i
1an two months sinee he came
n a stmilar mission before. |
e supply bill went before hig
v the bold faet would. stan«
re the country that in  twe
parliament has been permitt
nothing more than pass thirt
of estimates, The' obstrue.
would be convicted by the
declaration of the fact ane
would be impossible. Wher¢
fcw non-contentious measur
owed to slip through to mak:
| showing in the newspapers.
. - - - - -

say, the Opposition ai

he signs of the times ane

to obstruct and to avoic

juences of obstructing. I

not do so they would be m

mpany of men, for the

ominous for them. The

has produced one result an«

so far as publie opinion i

It has brought demands

it and numberless, from al

rz of the country that the majo

rt the fundamental principle o

ponsible government and advanzr

public business, if not swith th

t of the Opposition, then agains

efforts.

- * » * . .

A

Nor has there been a compensating
al of enthusiasm in the part
The blockade has failed alik
nvince the publie, but to awaker
party spirit.  As a political ma¥\
vre it has simply collapsed, b
there was nothing behind it
public saw the geception of i
leelined to become  concerne
v 1 so far as they become im
tient at the tic-up of business. = Th,
v saw that the public recognize
deception and deeclined to mak:
exhibition by getting excited ove
There was Mo just causé fo
kade and nothing that could b
up as a just cause, and every
knew it from the beginmng
umot bluff suecessfully wher
vbody knows he is bluffing.
- - * - - .
Opposiiton recognize the situa
n too and are very touchy about if
int that-thev are delaying matte:
1izs them to their feet buzzing lik
\ fortnight ago the
1sted  their readiness to blockad
ness till the snow flies; now the;
to fight if anyone suggests the;
are bleckading at all, which argue
that the dangers of blockade have
been comine home to them with force
ever may be their intentions
thing has been gained if they am
perlv seized of the faet tha
bl will not stand for the
sis of publiec business as
party wariare
the Aects passed yesterda)
orizes the government to pay
Alberta and Saskatchewan thei
1 f the assurance fund unde
Land Titles Aet. This will tun
ver a considerable additional sum o
ney to each of the twips. Anothes
tl new laws extends responsible
vernment to the Yukon by making
he legislative couneil wholly elective
ead of partly eleetive and partl
) ag at present. Anothe;
Yukon Placer Mining
A\ fourth stops some legal gaps
through which Chinamen have bees.
crawling without paying. their en
trance fee, or will do so when finally
passed These bilks. all stood in the

of the Minister of the lnterior.
- - - Ed 2 R

1se flies.

he Ministéer of Agriculture bfoughs

ome amendments 10 the Inspectiop
il Sale Act, which wefe agréed {0
Important amoéng them, irom the wes
tern standpoint, was @ clause - in-
creasing the penalties —dor wrongly
marking packages of fruit. Edmontor
people who have paid - for - Northern
Spies amd got seedlings il appreci-
ate. thé megessity of the legislation.
They would -also havé appreciated thic
tender eolicitude ‘of certain members
lest the penalties be tod severe. To
be candid,  the penalties —are mnot
severe  mor . remarkably elose - to
severity; But such as they were the
minister had . to fight/them . through
the committer. ; Tf members from the
eastern “fruit-growing - provinces. are
not ‘mixed up in the busimess of
fraudulently marking apple shipments
they have an altogether unusual ten-
deriess for law=breakers. From some
of their speeches- one would gather
that to be caught cheating the cen-
sumer in this manner was’'a weakness
to be tolerated rather than a robbery
to be punished. The idea that it ‘was
a erime to be repressed and that the
way to repress it was to pile up the
penalties seemed foreign to their
minds. It is due them to say that ao
British - Columbia members complain-
ed of the inereased penalties. The
shippers of that province are apparent-
ly willing to maintain their well-won
reputation of calling a spade a spade
when they are selling it.

EXTENDING POWERS OF
THE RAILWAY COMMISSION,

From Our Own 8taff Cerrespondent.
Otiawa, June 16—~Another day spent
n legislation. ehiefly on an aect bring-
1z telegraph and telephone compan-
under the jurisdiction of the rail-
a7y commission.  Though the discus-
n was protracted’a desire to ob-
or obstruction’s sake, was not

wrent.  Politically the discuseion
aght out nothing nowvel. Mr. Len-

<, of Bast Simcoe, feared it was
ingement of provincial rights to

ar to extend the jurizdietion of
board wover telephone companies
iving their powers. from provineial
ants. To which the minmister of

railways replied that it was cousider-
ed good public paliey to brine gl com-
panies under the board over® whom
parlmn;n-nt had legislative authority.
I parlimment had no legislative auth-
Ority over provineial companies, then
the bill “could uot give the board
power over them. But the onus of
proving they were not under authority
f the parliament and of the board
ested on the companies.
- - *
Mr. Borden, without opposing the
ill, took occasion to  re-affirm  his
:JHh in the Halifax platform. Mer.
iraham replied that Alberta had led
he way in estadlishing & provincial
elephone system .and Manitoba and
raskatchewan had followed suit. It
vould be quite appropriate for Ontario
ud other provinees to do likewise if
1¢c publie Hrterests seemied to require
t Fhe government took the ground
13t what the people wanted was good
lepwne  dnd  telegraph. service at
casonable rates and to seewre this
woposed fo place the companics: un-
T e supervision of  the ravdway
ominisgion, wlhose u(ln}?lllﬂ;l‘iﬂl\‘;‘.
owers were broader than those of
ny other similar body i the world.
. - .

Telephoune and telegraph are brouglit
ader the board’s control by a para-
raph providing that:—
“Notwithstanding anyihing in any
et heretofore passed by  parliament,
1 telegraph and telephone tolis to
e charged by the company shall be
ibjee: 10 the approval of the board.
“The company shall file with the
oard tarilfs of any telegraph or tele-
‘hone tolls to be charged, and suech
wriuds shall be in suceh form, size and
tyle and give such information, par-
culars and details as the board from
me to time, by regulation, or in any
wdcular cacse pre sCribes, and tne
anpany shall not charge, and shall
it be entitled to charge, any tele-
raph or telephone toll in respect of
biclr there is. default in such filing,
* which is disallowed by the board:
‘rovided that any company, previous
» the first day of May, one thousand
ine hundred and cight, charging tele-
raph or telephone tolls may, without
ich filing and, approval, for a period
[ four months aiter this act comes
ito iorce, or for such further period

the board allows, charge such tele-
raph or telephone tolls as such com-
rany . was immediately previoug to the
1id date authorized by law to charge,
nless in the meantime the board in
ie case of any company disallows any
( such telephong tells.

- - -

Perhaps of most consequence is the
ause imposing reciprocal demurrage
railways which fail to supply cars
r accommodation within reasonable
me or te handle traffic expeditiously.
he amount of the demurrage, the
me to be allowed for supplying cars
nd other details, arve, of course, Jleft
ith the board, but the clause extends
wil - ample power 1o regulate not
nly the supply of cars but the hand-
ng of trailic generally ard the. treat-
1ient of the pudlie by the roads. Pro-
wrly adiministered the new lawshould
bolish the wunwarrantable delays in
andfimg {reight as weil as sccure cars
v shippers within a reasonable, time
¢ oruering.. Just how large the pow-
rs conferred on the board are will
e seen fromn a caswal peérusal of the
EAUse -

“‘Section 284 of the said act is amend-
1 by adding at the end thereof the
llowing subseetion :—

“The beoard may make regulations,
pplying generally or to any particu-
ir railyway or any portion thereof, im-
osing charges for default or delay by
tmy company in furnishing accommo-
intion, ‘appliances, or means as afore-
aid, or in receiving, loading, carrying,
nloading or delivering traffic, and
iay cidoree payment of such eharges
yy companies to any. person injuri-
mely affecied by such defaunlt or de-
ay; anl any amount &o received by
ny person shall bz deducted trom the
iamages recoverable or recovered by
uch person for such default or delay;
wl-the board may, by order o regu-
ation, determijie -what circumstdnces
hall exempt apy company irom’ pay-
uent of any-suel charges.”

L
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WHEN NO OBSTRUCTIGN THERE
IS LEGISLATION.

Ottawa, June 17.—Legislation . was
the-ordey. again., W=lay ‘abd. _farly
sood progress was made. The €rvil
Service Bl was read a first time,
atkd, eottigin amendments. tacKed onto
the Séaate bill for excluding, Chinvse
who creep7through the neshes .Okstire
pagsent -law,

The Civil Service Bill.

Thiterest centred chigfly in-the Civil
Serviece . Bill... The bill.does 10t pro-
pose 1o mepeal the present law—simply
toamend it.’ The oulstanding feature
tig Ehat the /8érvice: zat Olawa is
brought under, conttol of a~commjs-
siorr, as Tegards entrafice examing-
~l1)rn«\ promotion and Increasze of ‘pay,
and Pprovision is made for bringing
in the outside also. by order-in-coun-
cil. The Comunissioners, two in num-
ber, are given the &tatus ©of Deputy
Minister, removable only for cause—
which must be presented to Purlia-
ment at the ensuing session, A new
classification is made and the pay
scale generally advanced to meet the
increased cost of lving, Entrance
fs t¢ be by open competitive examina-
tion,"the Commissioners arranging the
applicants in- order cof merit, Both
entrance and promotion js to be on
certificate "of the commisstienerg and
in order of merit, Whatever the Op-
position may do on the second read-
ing, the bill so far has been favorably
received zenerally and is regarded as
a sincere and practical effort to place
the #crvice on a better basis.

Exit Mr. Hodgins.

“[ .do not think there is anything I
desire to re-examine Major ~Hflodgins
upon, and with his permission [ retire
from the case,” said Frank ‘Hodgins,
».U., this morning when the¢ coiimit-
tee resumed to considsy the charges
the Major had brought against the
Transconlinental Railway Commis-
sicn, The committee adjourned until
to-morrow aiternoon to give the mem-
bors dn opportunity of = consideng

what coursg: the ecuquiry shall RO |

'ﬁuke. Major Hodglns yesterday aban-
'doned his charges against the commis-

- &on, and suggested that any differ-
jence of opinion that had arisen in the

matter of classification should be set-
tled by the Beard of Arbitrators pro-
vided for by the Act of Parliament.
The committee are now trying to figure
out what a judge ought to do when
the casc before him is dropped.

The Marine Department Enquiry.

“The present Minister of Marine
and Fisheries has been doing all he
can to improve matiers and get every-
thing on a good business feoting. The
department is a big institution and it
takes time,” said Auditor-General
Fraser at,the resumed hearing this
morning before Judge Cassels into the
charges against the department,

Mr, rrascr said the miformation
given him was that the diaphones pur-
chased from the Canadian Fog Signal
Company were bought at a just price
as they were patented and could not
be purchased clsewhere,. The vouch
crs. ‘were properly signed when they
came to bhim,

Mr. Fraser spoke to his objections
to the purchase oi glass and silvel
vare for the Montcalm, which he con-
sidered unnecessary. He could not
say definitely that thGre was improper
conduct on'the part of some officials.
Initialed vouchers. for prices higher
than the contracts had been sent in,
he thought, by Col, Gourdeau, 1,
had always seemed strange to him
that while both~the deputy ministe:
and Mrp. Cougniin, a3 Montreal con-
traetor, had agreed on prices first put
in, neither of them could remembe:r
the original agreement.

Mr. Fraser could not say anything
about undue mfluence or pressure as
to the purchase of buoys from the
Willson Company. He knew that
$200,000 had been paid to Mr, Will
son for buoys which remained on hi
premiscs for a considerable period
He could not say that any official had
benefitted as a result of that transac-
tien., TPhere were rumors, but not suf-
ficient to base evidence upon,

One Cent Drop Letters.

The bill to amend the Post Office
Act’' was read a second time and con-
sidered in committee, Hon. Mr. Le
mieux explained that its chief provi-
sion was to restore the one cent droj
letter rate in the cities and towns
where there is free mail delivery. T]I\
department tound that in practice,
under the two cent rate, it was found
that the department lost considgrable
revenue owing to the practice oi busi-
nesg men availing themselves of the
messenger service rather than of the
post- oftice,

Mr, Armstrong having once mor
ridden his 110bby horse of rurz]l mail
delivery, the Postmaster-General ad-
mitted that rural mail delivery would
come in time, but that time had not
yet come, beeause in the present &la
of our population it would involve dis
crimination agamst various sections
of the country. He was sure that the
reduetion of rates would result in an
increase-of revenge,

No Cigarettes For Boys.

The bill to restrain the use oi to-
baceo by young persons was read a
second time and considered in com-
puttce, TPhis measure sceks to pro-
hibit the sale of cigaretieg to persons
under sixteen years of age under pen-
alty. Mr, Miller, of South Grey, mov-
¢J tc amend the first clause Dy rais-
ing the age to 18 years, The minister
of justice admitted that the dimit set
was more or less arbitrary, but con-
sidered that, as it was an *cntirely
new departure in legislation and was
more or less an experiment, the age
of 16 was sufficient to start with. He
thought that if they could prevent a
boy smoking until he wag 16, they
would have made a substantial step
forward, for at th~t age a boy had
generally learned a Jertain amount of
seli-control. Mr. A. A. Wright, speak-
ing as a school teacher, believed that
the age limit should be set at 18. Mr.
Henderson thought that the age i
restraint should be raised to 25 or
even higher; but he compromised with
the rll[_':,zm,‘(in:] that it should be put
at 21. Eighteen years was finally fix-
ed as the dead line, and the bill pass-
ed the eominittee,

OPPOSITION ASSAIL THE
GOVERNMENT FOR RELIEV-
ING GRAIN BLOCKADE.

Should Have Laet Wheat Rot. Business
Stagr ate and Banks go to-the Wall
Rather ~ Than Use . EBmergency
Mcans to Mecet Emergency and
Prevent a Crisis in thé Country’s
Business.

(Mtawa, Juzmlv“.a\[r.' Foster was
2

leading the « wition teday—which
means that ke ded themr into trouble.
Whether by the eonsent or against the
wishes of Mr. Borden, the licutenant
from North Toronto has been rather
much in the limelight this scssion,
and every time he has been there hali
a day he has made a spectacle of the
party. As a bell wether he leads the
ffock into the brambles oftener than
the patient Borden can extricate them
and pick oat the thorns.

Government Should Not Have Helped,

Today for instance, Mr. Foster led
the party into the position of declar-
ing, repeating and reilerating a score
oi times, that the grain blockade in the
west last fall -was not serieus enough
o warrant the government’s interfer-
ing and advaneing mouey to the banks;
and that the interference had not
Helped matters anyway. In reply the
minister of finance and the minister ‘of
the interior.declared. that what they
bad detie-.last fall they would unhesi-
tatingly do agaip-under the same con-
ditions-—whereat the Liberals pounded
their desks in approval.

Campaign Literature.

A preimnanary skirmisn ndreased
that both parties are sending out cam:
paign literature,. Mr., Foster com-
plained that untrathful allusions were
made to him in a circular addressed
to newspapers throughout the coun-
try; and that a pamphlet entitled
“Frenzied Finance,”” did not deal with
his poiitical career.

Mi. Jackson, of Selkrk, Man., gave
the other_story. He bad received a
pamphniet, “too, tranked through the
mails by the opposition whip, ‘which
contained a falsehood once asserted by
Mr.” Foster, but promptly retracted
The falsebiood - was in the . pamphlet
but not the retraction.

~

- irgent and relief delayed wds relief

Wrong ‘Again,

W. H. Bennett, of East Simcoe, had
tnquired for a retarn a few days ago
and was informed by Mr. Brodeu:
at he had brought it dowa. Mr. Ben-
aett today said he had inquired. at
the proper office and “it. was not there
-—coucling the declaration in the form
of a strong hint that the return had
not been brought down. In reply Mr.
Brodeur read dayv and date from the
minutes of the House as to when it
was laid on the table. Foiled again,
he sleuthful “Billy” said a copy would
lo and the minister promised to get
'im one,

Fhe Indemnifying Bill.

The House was meoved into commat-
e to cansider a bill for indemniiying
the government for having gone out-
Jdde the law to relieve the grain-trade
de-up, and here the fun began.

Mr. Fieldinig said altogether some-
thing over five millions had been
idvanced to the banks at rates ef in-
erest from 4 per cent. up. . The mcuey
1ad all Deen repaid with interest. “He
iad never heard the wisdom of the ac-
ion questioned, The nccessity was

lenied. - The advances had been made
by lesuing Dominion notes for which
ne banks gave their individual securi-
ies and the Bank of Montreal placed
ts whole possessions behind this as
fuarantecing the Dowminion against
lo Instead. of borrowing the money
broad and paying intercst on/it the
Jominion loaned the banks Dominion
iotes amply sccured and the banks
aid interest on the notes.

This was a technical departure from
he law, made in an cmergency, and
he bill before the House was to in-
lemmiiy the government for so doing.
chere had never been g moment when
e Dominion was not amply secured ;
wd the relief had vunlocked the whete
wain business of the wests
A Notable Speech.

Mr, Foster followed in a speech
which falls naturally into two parts-

I—That the situation was not so
{rave as to warrant intericrence;

2—That the situation was grave
'nough to warrant anything which of-
ered relief.

The first part of the epeech was his
wi. The latter part consisted of let-
ers from western grain men. As the
atter must be supposed to know more
tbout the matter than Mr. Foster, his
peech established thoroughly the case
hat the gituation was one or unprece-
iented  gravity—which was scarcely
he kind of a foundation on which to
nount guus for firing criticisms at any
iction taken to relieve the situation.
Fovernment Broke the Law.

He was appalled at the violation of
he law and laid down the dictum that
he govermment should never do this.

He did not think a case had “een
nade out for any interferenee with
he business conditions.

He did not think the banks wanted
wmy interference, as they declined gov-
rnment loans at 6 per cent, and only
wccepted them at 4 per cent. and up-
yards.
should Have Left the
arain Trade Tied Un.

There was no “loop-hole by which
‘the government was entitled to issue
one dollar of notes without  getting
‘gold, into the treasury-in place of
his,” . As gold could not be. secured
ib the time_ Yfor love’ or money,’ thisy
vas tantamount to a declaration that
he grain trade should have been left
ied up until Dgomsday rather than
he government should have relieved ‘it
i the manner adopted.

Who Was Benefitted?

Anyway, he was convinecd that the
armers got no benefit from the relief
neasures. The wicked grain dealers
wught grain at’ an unprecedentedly
ow figure and made o unprecedent-
dly high profit.

It did not occur to Mr. Foster what
hey were doing before the relief was
given—when farmers hauled their grain
o town and hauled it home again be-
sause the dealers wouldn’t and eould-
't buy it at any price, for the reason
that they had no money,

‘No Situation of Gravity.”

Mr. Fielding remarked * that Mr.
¥Yoster had taken the other position
hat the relief should not have been
aranted because there was no need
f it.

Mr. Foster interrupted to say that
what he meant was: “The situa‘ion
‘was of sufficient gravity te warrant
‘the government breaking the law.”
The Tie-Up at the Lake Ports.

The minister read. a' telegram for-
warded under direction of the Winni-
peg board of trade in November de-
claring that grain was accumulatipng
it the lake -ports €ix times as fast as
it was Deing removed and that it was
not being reincved because the owners
could not fimance the removal. 1f the
Fort William stocks were financed to
¢o forward the ceongestion would be
uniocked.

How the Problem Had to bo Soived,

The situation before the government
chen was that relief must be granted.
It could be given only through the
banks. 1t could be given only on cou-
fitions the banks would accept. The
banks refused to accept it on the first
conditions proposed. Wherefore the
conditions were revised. The first con-
dition demanded by the bank was that
the names of recipients of loans should
not be made known lest their eredit
should be affected. While the mini-
mum rate of interest was 4 ver cent.,
Jde average rale recelved from  the
»anks was far abo re this,

Their Position Clear.

Mr. Turriff, member for West Assini-
boia, was surprised at Mr. Foster’s
stand. It made clear that any mea-
sure taken by the government for the
relief of the western farmers would
have his unlimited opposition,

The Proof of the Pudding.

Before the government came to the
tescue neither dealer nor farmer
could get a dollar advanced on grain;
the banks saying they had net the
money. Grain worth 60 cents per
bushel declined to 30 cents and frost-
ed grades could not be sold at any;
price. As soon as the relief was,
grauted buying was resumied and
prices advanced.

Had No More Money.

Mr. Jackson, of Selkirk, had been ut

a meeting of Winnipeg grain men on

November 8th, when they deeclared

that one week from that day they

would net have one dollar left to pur-

chase prain. The Ogilvie Company

had aleeady stopped buying in his and |

other towns. . Five days after gxeAIO-
x4
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lief was granted buying was resumed
and bankers told him all the money
required for the business was avail-
able.

Mr. Foster had not considered what
would have happened if the relief had
not been given and the grain left cn
the farmers’ bands.

No Scarcity of Money.

Dr. Sproule, of East Grey, opined
that the lack of money had little to
do with the: case. " The lack of shiv-
ping facilities was the trouble. it
was not his- business to say how re-
lief might have been granted,~but to
say- it should not have been granted
in the manner used.

Naturally.

Mr. Fowler, true to his instinets,
could not resist the opportunity to
blackguard both the government and
the banks. He wanted ‘the  banks
named if it ruined their credit.

A “Trust Fund” Allusion.

Mr. Cockshutt. the high tariff man
from Brantford, lauded the C.P.R. ‘or
having twenty millions in the banks
when money was worth 7 per cent. in
London and anything asked. in New
York, and thought the government
should have had millions lying useless
too.

TLe government was like the mana-
ger of a trust company, who vied the
funds to relieve distressed friends.
The allusion was natural, with Mr.
Foster sitting just in  front, but it
was ecarcely in good taste.

The government had done a serious
wrong and had not promised to not do
it again.

Would Do It Again.

This brought Mr. Fielding to tis
feet with the assurafice that he had
no intention of making any such pro-
mise, Under the same circum-
stances he would use the same means
to avert panic.

The Difference.

The Minister of the Interior said
the debate had thrown into sharp
conirast the policy of the government
and that of the Opposition.

He did not think the government
could be condemned for not foreseeing
a crisis ‘which the bankers of Wail
street .had not foreseen.

Stoppage Threatened.

Last fall the grain trade of the Unit-
ed States had stopped for lack of
meney. A similar condition was
approached in Canada, and the dealers
declared they must stop buying if
more funds were not available. This
in a year when the demand abroad
was abnormal and the prices at
opening more satisfactory than for
years.

So serious was the situation that
vessels went to Fort William to load
wheat and went away empty, because
the men who owned the wheat could
not pay the railway freight charges
and other claims against it,

What This Would Have Meant.

Had buying stopped it would have
made no difference to the farmers
what wheat was worth in Liverpool,
for it would be worth nothing at “his
market  point. This would have
meanf the paralysis of trade at the
very beginning of winter, when the
farmers’ notes were due and his sup-
plies had to be bought.

What Might Have Been.

No one could say what might have
happened if their condition had been
made ovenly known six months ago.
The Crisis,

There was a erisis in the business
affairs of the eountry, which had to
be met then and there and . with the
means . at hand. The government
met the crisis, even stepping outside
the law to do so. This, he expected.
would have met the unanimous ap-
proval of the Opposition. As it hasl
not done so he was willing to stand
by the distinction as drawn by the
gentdemen opposite.

Would Let the Wheat Rot.

The Opposition stand, as defined by
themselves. was that the relief should
not have been given;y that had they
been in power thevy would not have
given it: that were,they in power §4
future apd a similar crisis arose they
would nbt do so. The wheat might
rot in the bins, business might stag-
nate and banks ro to the wal, but the
Opposition would never step beyvon:d
the letter of the law. This on their
own declaration. = For averting this
condition the Opposition condemned
the government as having ‘done some-
thing wrong and unwisc and on that
ground he was ¢willing to leave the
respective policies before the country.
Under like conditions the government
would take like aetion, he declared
amid prolonged applause from the
Liborals.

Provision For Future.

It would not, however, be neces-
sary {o take like acticn in like condi-
tions in future. A bill was on the
order papcr making provision for the
expansion of the currency to tide
over the grain handling season of the
year.

Who Made the West.

Mr. Foster rose for the third time
and made hig third speech—each a
step in advance along the line of taect-
less garrulousness. He was feeling
sore at the Minister of the Interior
and showed it by wandering farther
into the thickets with his unfortunate
following.

Finally he wound up in an exchange
of opinions with Mr. Oliver as to whe-
ther the C.P.R. or the settlers lxlad"'
the west, in which the minister came
off very decidedly not second best.

The Chairman ealled attntion to the

subjeet of debate. The Opposition.!
having run the gamut of folly offered
no further remarks and the bill pass-
ed.

THEY CANT MAKE
HIM A WHITE MAN

Minister of Interior Challenges In-
quiry Into Indian Affairs
Aduministration.

Ottawa, June 22—The latest move
of the government to rust the busi-
ness of the session was the announce-
ment of Premier Laurier in the House
of Commons tonight that Wednesday
evening eessions would be held here-
after commencing this weck. The prin-
cipal discussion of the day wag in re-
gard to the administration of the In-
dian branch of the interior depart-
ment, J. K. Armstrong, of Bast Lamb-
ton, charged the government with
gross extravagance especially in re-
gard to Indian. affairs in the provimeg
of Manitoba. Hon. Frank Oliver,min-
ister of interior, in reply stated that
the charges were absurd, He challeng-
ed the opposition to prove a single
case o1 maladminis®fration He also
said he would welcome. an inquiry
into the affairs of the departiment be-
fore the public aceounts committee. In
the cvening, public works supplies
totalling $475,000 was passed after a
four-hour debate. Hon. Wm. Pater-
son also gave notice. of a bill to am-
end the customs act.

Mr. Armstrong’s Statements.

— .

Mr. Armstrong quoted voluminous
figures with the object of estadlishing
that extravagance marks the adminis-
tration oi the Indian department, pay-
ticularly in Manitoba. The cost of the
eleven thousand Indians in the pro-
vince of Quebee, he said; was $12,090
for salaries and medical attendance.
while for the thousand Indians .in
the prairie provinces $869.000 had been
spent in one year. In ten years the
increase in expendityre of the depart-
ment had been $378,000 and before
there had been any appreciable im-
provement. Half the money had been
spent on the staff. In other words,
nalf the money was spent in spending
the other half. In Manitoba, he ae-
serted, Indian agents are active par-
ticipants ahd work steadily in the in-
terests of Liberal members of the
iederal and provineial hgses. Mr.
Armstrong charged that ladian boys
and girls. do not get proper care in
Industrial schools and when they are
through they have to go back to their
old environment. The teaching is in-
cflicient, he =aid, because of the small
salaries paid instructors. In many
mstances the only qualification requir-
ed of a teacher is that he is of the
right political faith. Mr. Armstrong,
after citing the American practice, urg-
ed the government to take a leaf out
of the American book in making In-
dian ‘schools larger and in buying all
supplies by public tender.

Reply of the Minister.

e ]
has not been violated in the slightcet
degree.”

As to the islapd sold for twenty
cents an acre,. Mr, Oliver said the
Indian was twenty cents an acre ahead
and: the purchaser had nothing for his
money. The lands had been sold by
an association when their price war-
ranted it, and when it did not, the
price was fixed and the land was sold
to the first man who would pay it.

Have Not Made Him White.

The minister was willing to admit
that the government had not made a
white man of the Indian, He would
not argue with Providence for making
an Indian an Indian, but the contract
of making him a white man, which
Mr. Armstrong had eaid the United
States had undertaken was too large
a one, and he was not surprised that
the United States and that govern-
ment had failed. In conclusion, deal-
ing briefly with the relations ef the
churches and the government as re-
gards the Indians, Mr, Oliver said he
was ot very lavoraple  to- eo-opera-
tion. He would bave preferred to let
the government do its work and the
church theirs. But the fact was that
the Indian was most in need, not ot
mathematies but of morals, and that
the government could not give huu,
He had found the churches dard to
satiefy, but he had to admit that their
ald was needed. H. H. Miller (Liber-
al. of South Grey), comeluded the de-
bate and the House went into sapply
shortly before six o’cleck.

House In Supply.

During four hours spent in commit-
tece of supply nusceilancous pubhie
works estimates, agiregating $475.000,
were passed, The items passed 'n-
chuded $10,000 for a monument ut
Brantford to Bell, the inventor of the
telepnon | and $20,000 for Baldwin and
Latontaine monuments,

DEATH DISCLOSES ROMANCE.
American Millionaire. Cut Off- His
Adopted Daughter Without a Cent

Paris, June 25.—The cieath here in
May of Benjamin Hart, American
millionaire, who has resided in Paris
almost continuously for twenty-five
years, has uncovered a romance whieh
promises to have a court sequel in a
suit brought by an adopted daughtet
whom Mr., Hart disinherited in his
will. - Hart was a Virginian by birth,
and was well known in New York,
where he lived for many years, and
where he amassed a large fortune dur-
ing the civil war. He married, while
he lived in America, but later was
1“\\11%'“]4

While there were no children by
this union, Hart during one eof his
visits to Paris became interested in
a pretty three yvear old child, Isabel
Luechesi, and arranged with her par-
ents to adopt her. Later the gir] was
reared by Hart, after he was divorced
from his wiie, and cvery care was
bestowed upon her education and
training. In 1892, when Isabel was
cighteen ycars of age, Hart formally
adopted her.in New York under the

The minister of interior opened his
reply by stating th Mr. Armstrong
had not made statement throughout
his speceh that he had not later with-
drawn.

“Name one example,” asked Colonel
Hughes.,

“I leave the' House ‘to judge,” re-
plied Mr. Oliver,

Mr. Armstrong’s argument, he went
on, that because there were differences
in the cost in different parts of the
country, thercfore, there was waste,
at one point or. niggardliness at an-
other, was unjustified. Conditions in
different parts of the country were ut-
terly different. Some lmlmxgs were
living in contact with white men: oth-
ers did not see a white man’s iace.
Their needs were naturally very dif-
ferent. Some, too, were under treaty
while in the case of others there was
o treaty whatever. Some more were
in the position of paupers. In recent
years the expense of caring for Indi-
2. had . b2en Increased, said Mr.
Oliver, by the giving of aid to non-
treaty Tndians in the west to save
them from starvation. The govern-
ment, the- minister said, had to trust
more or less to the honesty of Hud-
son’s Bay company’s officers or others
in dispensing this_charity. The deputy
minister, however, was willing to face
any inguiry but if vouchers were to
be required, as in ordinary business,
the aid would have to go utigranted. In
cight years, said Mr. Oliver, there was
nearly as much territory added under
treaty as had existed in that relation
till that time. It was true, he said,
that the total cost was two dollars

for every dollar that went into the,

pockets of the Indians. But that was
because the money could not be paid
to him directly. Tt had to be given
him in the form of medicine and edu-
cation. Mr. Armstrong, he said, had
cited the American example and said
it was the American policy to make
an Indian a citizen. So far as ihe
minster could iind it was the Am-
erican policy to make an Indian a
citizen of the new word. ' The policy
of Great Britain and of Canada on
the other hand, was to treat the In-
dian honestly down to the -last acre.
A’ Rub at Mr, Ames.

“The honorable gentleman,” said
Mr. Oliver, “may have an inquiry
into the Indian administration before
the public accounts committee, He
may employ Mr. Ames with hiscard in-
dex and house camera, and if he finds
one foot of Indian land that has been
mismanaged he will have a good case
against the government. The posttion
of the government jg that its trust

|
|

laws of that state.

The adopted daughter, about this
time contracted a marriage with a
young Frénch. diplomat, Jean Guilie-

| min, brother of the Countess of Monte

Bellow, wheo is mow counsellor of the
French embassy at Vienna, Guille-
min is well known in America, where
he was despatehed by M. Deleasse,
upon two missions. When Hart died
it was found that he had left his will
epecifically disinheriting ‘his adopted

! daughter, and bequeathing his prop-

erty, which amounts to several mil-

| ion dollars, principally personal’ pro-

|

perty, in America to Madame Bebbic.
Madame Guillemin has instructed
her lawyer., Donald Harper, to bring

| suit to break the will on the ground

of undue influence: The document
will also be contested, as it was draft-
ed in accordance with the New York,
law, whereas it is claimed Hart was
domiciled in IFrance,

HORSE RUSTLERS BUSY.

Valuable Horses Stolen From Ranch-
ers Near Macleod.

Macleod, June 24.—It is reported
here that Messrs. Blake and Milles,
two well known ranchers on the north
fork of the Old Man river, had a valu-
able team of horses stolen from their
stable one night last week., No trace
whatever has been found-of the miss-
ing animals. Mr, Paisley, a Porcu-
pine Hill settler, had a valuable horse
taken irom his bunch a day -or two
ago. For some time past that part of
the country has been without police
proteetion, owing to a scarcity of men
at the division headguarters at:-Mac-
leod, and ‘it is thought that with a
knowledge of this, rustlers are begin-
ning to take advantage of their pres-
ent opportunity. There is talk of the
settlers organizing a vigilance com-
mittee, and if that move is made, the
rustlere can look for trouble ahead.

Trials of Winnipeg Physicians,

Winnipeg, June 23.—The <case in
which Dr. Follon M, Chapman 1s
charged with performing a criminal
operation will not come before the
present assizes as the accused has
elected for a speedy trial,. and will
appear before Judge Walker on July_
10th in answer to the charge. ‘I'he
case of Dr. Margholese, accused of
murder, comes up at 2.30 o’clock ths
afternoon, but-this morning his coun-
sel, E. L. Howell, asked for an ad-
journment over to the next ~ assizes
owing to the absenec of a very mate-
rial witness,

WHO TAKES YOUR
P AINT RISK? When a dealer sells

you lead and oil or some other paint stuff of

uncertain quality and the paint goes wrong—
who stands the cost of repainting? Does the

dealer, or do you ?

and insist on gelting

CANADA PAINT COMPANY LIQUID PAINTS

Insist on that article bearing the name CANADA PAINT CO. on [abel,

PAINT CO-

The best plan is to anticivate trouble

Write for freé
color cards.




