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Monday, March 31at was pri
vate Member’s day in the House 
of Commons, and as usual, resolu
tions of one kind and another 
previously on the order paper of 
private members, were discussed. 
On this occasion almost alt the 
discussion wfca in the direction of 
better conditions for the returned 
soldiers. The first resolution in 
this direction was advanced by 
Mr. McCurdy of Colchester, N. S. 
This resolution asked for prefer
ential treatment in Civil Service 
appointments for disabled soldiers 
It need not be said that this met 
with very strong support in the 
House, practically all the mem
bers on the Government side, at 
least, favoured this. After the 
matter had been fully discussed 
by the mover and other members 
of the House on the Government 
aide, the Hon. A. K. MacLean, 
speaking for the Government, 
stated that everything that had 
been said was quite in line with 
the desire of the Government, to 
do everything possible to improve 
the conditions of the returned 
soldiers, and to make their advent 
into the Civil Service as reason
able easy as possible. He said 
that the Governmedt intended 
bringing down to the House 
amendments to the Civil Service 
Act, which practically incorpor
ated all that the members advanc
ed in the resolution under dis
cussion,. Under these circumstan
ces hr thought that possibly the 
matter would not be pressed to a 
vote. This idea prevailed and 
after some words of explanation 
Mr. McCurdy withdrew his resol
ution. During the evening sitt
ing Mr. Steevens of British 
Columbia introduced a resolution 
practically along the same lines 
embodying, in a general way, the 
improvement of conditions for 
returned men. Mr. Stevens’ 
resolutions favoured technical or 
vocational training, for boys 
under military age, who had gone 
to the front nevertheless, and 
interrupted their education by 
enlisting in the Army, and also 
young wen who had, in their sec
ond or third year University 
courses, -abandoned their prepar
ation for professional life and 
went to serve their country. He 
strongly recommended that the 
.Government would make provi
so» for the education of these 
who went away, and of these 
young men who were under- 
guarates of the Universities seeing 
that their education, interrupted 
by their going to the front, would 
not be allowed to lapse, and that 
proper provision should be made 
for their completing their course 
and enabling them to start life on 
the plane on which theyhad aim
ed before they were taken away. 
This met with equal approbation 
in the House and Mr. Rowell 
epeakidg for the Government 
stated that in a few weeks the 
Government would bring down 
propositions meeting the very 
Bases that had been advanced in 
this resolution. As a consequence 
of this Mr. Stevens’ resolution 
was not pressed to a vote. This 
practically constituted the work 
of Monday sittings of the House 
of Commons, with the exception 
of some little routine matters and 
answering of questions and odds 
and ands of that kind. House 
adjourned shortly before mid
night “y

Beyond the business of ad
ducing some Government bills

from stage to stage, raoet of the 
time at the sittings of the House 
of Commons on April 1st was de
voted to consideration of Im
perial and Constitutional affairs. 
These questions were brought un
der review by Hon. N. W. Rowell, 
who has charge of the estimates 
for the Department of External 
Affairs. On moving the House 
into Committee of Supply to con 
aider these estimates, he gave a 
lengthy exposition and explan
ation of the new status of Canada 
n her relation to the Mother 
Country in consequence of the 
developments at the Imperial 
War Conference and the Imperial 
War Cabinet. Mr. Rqwell dwelt 
at very considerable length upon 
the questions engaging the at
tention of those statesmen gath 
ered together in this Council and 
Cabinet. He unfolded to the 
House a large amount of infor
mation bearing ^pon the position 
of the Allies at the most critical 
time in the history of the war. 
From the information supplied by 
him, it is very evident that the 
situation for Great Britain and 
the Allies generally was at a 
certain time very much more 
critical than we were wont to 
suppose. Of course, we were in 
a general way cognizant of the 
fact that it was serious enough 
when the Germans were making 
their terrible drives, but the 
formation supplied to us through 
the press was very fragmentary 
and did not convey the very ser
ious situation and the stress to 
which the British and Allied 
forces were reduced. From the 
statements made by Mr. Rowell, 
we now know that 300,000 
school boys in Great Britain, un
der the age of 18, had been draft
ed into the army at the moat ser
ious stage of the conflict. Dar
ing his exposition of Canada’s 
present relations to the Mother 
Country in consequence of the 
recent sittings of the Imperial 
War Conference and Imperial 
War Cabinet, Mr Rowell was 
subjected to many questions by 
some Membêrs of the Opposition, 
but he was always able to ans
wer them satisfactorily, that is 
any questions that were of ser
ious and reasonable nature. 
There many questions and in
terruptions that were not to the 
point or anyway reasonable in 
their nature. Throughout the 
ordeal, he maintained his equli ■ 
brium and good temper, and 
everything passed off quite satis
factorily. After the house went 
into Committee of Supply, on Mr. 
Rowell’s estimates, not very 
mueh was done as it was late at 
night. Progress was reported 
and the House then adjourned 
until Wednesday.

Wednesday was a very ordin
ary day in the House of Com
mons. It was. as already stated, 
private Members day, and by the w“ 
way, it is the last Wednesday 
that the private Members 
will have this Session, as the 
Acting Prime Minister stated 
that' Wednesday the 9th would 
be devoted to Government busi
ness in preference to anything 
else, and all .Wednesdays of the 
Session following thereafter. 
After several resolutions in the 
name of private Members had 
been disposed of, Government 
business was discussed for 
a brief time before the House ad
journed at six o’clock. Among 
other things brought up was the 
matter of bank mergers, especi
ally3 the amalgamation of the 
Bank of Ottawa with the Bank 
of Nova Scotia. Mr. Lemieux 
asked the Acting Prime Minister 
regarding this and backed up 
his question with a speech of 
some length as is his wont.
The Acting Prime Minister ex
plained the condition of affairs 
and the law and regulations re
garding mergers of this kind- 
He pointed oot that when the 
shareholders and other authori
ties of two different Banks had 
agreed on terms of amalgamation 
and nothing could be found of an 
improper character in the nego

tiations, there was.no reason why 
the Minister of Finance and the 
Govêrnment should refuse. This 
matter of amalgamation has al
ways proceeded according;-—to 
these regulations. So far as the 
case of the Banks of Ottawa 
and Nova Scotia is concerned 
he was aware that a good deal of 
talk and reports in the. news
papers has been indulged in, ,but 
whatever was set forth in this 
regard was simply of a senti
mental nature and would have 
no bearing on the actual pro
ceedings which led up to the 
amalgamation. Towards the 
close of the sitting, the Acting Î 
Prime Minister introduced a re
solution which was afterwards 
embodied in a Bill relative to the 
export of gold from Canada. As 
a precautionary measure, the 
Government had brought in 
legislation at the beginning of 
the war that no gold , whether 
coin or bullion or in any other 
form would be allowed to be ex
ported from Canada during the 
war, uless under such circum
stances as the Minister of Fin 
ance and the Government might 
permit. Now the Acting Prime 
Minister and Minister of finance 
considered that it would be pru
dent to extend this regulation for 
a period of two years in aonsequ- 
ence of the unsettled condition of 
things and he deemed it prudent 
that this precaution be taken. It 
might not be necessary to enforce 
this regulation for the whole per
iod of two yoars, but he thought 
it best to place that time limit on 
the scope of the Bill. Mr. Lem
ieux, shortly before six o’clock, 
moved the adjournment of the 
House for the purpose of discuss
ing an important public matter.
This is permitted under the rules 
of the House, if the matter is 
considered sufficiently urgent, 
but in the case in question, Mr. 
Speaker ruled that he did not 
think that the motion of Mr. 
Lemieux complied either in letter 
or spirit with the rule governing 
such cases. He pointed out that 
the practice of the Canadian 
House of Commons was that 
matters of this kind regarded as 
strictly urgent should be of pre
sent or very recent occurence, but 
in the matter under consideration 
the object was to discuss in the 
House of Commons certain state
ments critical of the conduct of 
the Canadian Government in 
military matters. These state
ments were made by General 
Smart, who is a member of the 
Quebec Legislature, and by Col. 
Pratt, a member of the Ontario 
Legislature. The statements upon 
which the intervention was ask
ed bearing upon this matter ap
peared in the public press, and 
Mr. Speaker pointed out that he 
did dot consider that their ap- 
appearance in the newspapers 

a sufficient guarantee for 
their discussion in the House. 
He moreover showed that any
thing said or discussed in the 
Provincial Legislature might not 
be a proper matter for consider
ation in the Federal Parliament, 
as be did not think that it would 
be good procedure for one Parlia
ment to be trenching upon thfe 
privileges of onr other. Upon 
this point, he ruled Mr Lemieux’s 
resolution out of order, and the 
House then adjourned.

Almost the entire sitting of 
the House of Commons on Thurs
day afternoon and evening were 
observed in the consideration of 
a bill, introduced by the Minister 
of Finance relative to the taking 
over and placing in the hands of 
a receiver the Grand Trunk Paci
fic Railway. It will be remember
ed that, early in March, the 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
Company notified the Govern
ment that, on a certain date, they 
would be obliged to discontinue 
operating the road in consequence 
of financial difficulties. As a 
matter of fact, large sums of 
money—n)any millions—had been 
loaned to this Company by the. 
Government from time to time

and a further loan was sought 
during tha latter days of Febru
ary. The Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway Company was guarantor 
for bonds of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific and were expected to 
arrange with the Government 
relative to securing the numerous 
loans made to the Grand Trunk 
Pacific; but it became evident to 
the Government that the Grand 
Trunk Railway Company were, 
disposed to be delinquent in the 
carrying out of their arrange
ments with the Govemmènt. In 
consequence of this, the Govern
ment plainly saw that it would 
be not only bad policy, but bad 
business to make any more loans 
to the Grand Trunk Pacific, until 
the Grand Trunk Railway Com
pany had satisfactorily adjusted 
their part of the bargain with 
the Government.

When matters reached this stage 
and it was evident to both these 
Railway Companies ;th|t the 
Government was not disposed to 
lend them any more millians, the 
Grand Trunk Pacific served notice 
that they would not operate their 
road after the tenth.day of March. 
The" Government regarded this 
declaration in the light of a bluff, 
and, assuming that the Grand 
Trunk Pacific were figuring on 
the Government making them a 
loan rather than see the oper
ations of the road discontinued 
and the serious dislocation of 
business and inconvenience and 
loss which this would entail. The 
Government had but two or 
three days in which to act, but 
they acted promptly, and availing 
themselves of the power and 
authority of the war measures 
act, appointed the Minister of 
Railways Receiver for the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railway. This 
prompt action on the part of the 
Government saved the situation, 
and precluded the possibility of 
the dislacation of business and the 
loss and inconvenience to the 
public which the discontinuance 
of the operations of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific woifid necessarily 
entail. Under the Receiver, the 
operations of the road continued 
As usual, and business did not 
suffer. Now in order that no 
possible doubt might exist regard
ing the action of the Government 
in malting the appointment of 
the Receiver by Order In Council. 
The Minister of Finance and 
Acting Prime Minister brings into 
the House a bill to confirm the 
Orders in Council creating the 
Receiver.

doubt, by Act of Parliament, the 
action of the Government in 
this matter. This should seem 
to all sensible men a very reason
able course of procedure, and the 
action of the Government was 
received by the House generally 
as most acceptable, but certain 
members of the opposition, ap
parently for no other reason than 
for opposition’s sake, held up the 
bill during the whole afternoon 
and evening by discussions that 
seemed to have no real merit or 
foundation in fact. As all are 
aware, the Grand Trunk Pacific 
and National Continental Rail
way project is one of the white 
elephants inherited from the late 
Liberal Government, and a most 
expensive elephant at that. It 
will cost the Government a large 
amount of money to have this 
matter adjusted, but there is no 
alternative. Unless the Govern- 
mens operate the -road and . im
prove it ' so that Qa ’usefulness 
may be enhanced, it will çease to 
be operated, and all the money 
that has been pat into it will be 
lost to the country. This must 
not be permitted to happen, 
During the course of the dis
cussion, it was indicated by the 
acting Leader of the Govern
ment that the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company are now ne
gotiating with the Government 
regarding the taking over of 
that Company. Of course, while 
negotiations are going on, the 
Government are not expected to 
make publie informatioq relative 
to what terms are under con
sideration. It may happen that 
the Grand Trunk Railway will 
become a part of the Govern
ment Railway system of Canada 
as well as the Grand Trunk 
Pacific. The matter #f Govern
ment ownership of railways is 
assuming a very important atti
tude at the present time,and if the 
Government may be able to make
satisfactory arrangements in the courage and
taking over of the Grand Trunk

Railway, it may be of great 
vaine to Canada. If this even
tuates, it will be perhaps not 
so much on account of the Gov
ernment’s desire as on- account of 
the fact that no other alternatives 
remain to prevent tremendous 
financial losses to the [country in 
the immense sums that were ad
vanced to these railway compan
ies from the federal exchequer.

On Tnursday afternoon, Sir 
Louis Davies, Deputy to His 
Excellency, the Governor-General 
came down to Parliament for the 
purpose of giving the assent to 
several bills that had been passed 
by both Houses of Parliament} 
His advent to the Senate Cham
ber necessitated the offices of 
•‘Black Red,”- who duly proceeded 
to the House of Commons, and 
having executed in due from his 
three bows, informed Mr. Speaker 
that His Honour requested the 
attention of the House of Com
mons in the Senate Chamber. He 
then bowed himself out back
wards. The precision and exacti
tude with which he performed 
these onerous duties won unstint
ed applaese from the members 
of the Commons. The Speaker 
then, with members of the Com
mons, proceeded to the Senate 
Chamber, where the ceremony of 
assenting to the bills was per
formed. The whole business 
occupied only a few minutes.

The attention of the House on 
Thursday was engaged almost 
entirely, daring the afternoon 
and evening sittings, with the 
consideration of the bill creating 
a Federal Department of Public 
Health. This bill had been fore
shadowed in the speech frem the 
throne, at the opening of the 
session. The bill was introduced 
by Hon Mr. Rowell, President of 
the Privy Council. In a lengthy 
speech, Mr. Rowell explained the 
different features,of the proposed 
legislation. After the bill was 
read a second time, and committ
ed to a committee of the whole 
house, its different features were 
discussed at a considerable length, 
mostly by the doctors, who are 
members of the House. Lay 
members did not, to any great 
extent, intervene in the discussion 
as it was largely of a technical 
character. Where the principal 
criticism seemed to be raised in 
connection with the bill was in 
regard to provincial rights. It 
was held by some that provisions 
of the new bill here and there 
might interfere with legislations 
regarding health which exist in 
all the Provinces. But the pro- 

That is to say, to validate and moter kerned to satisfy all ob- 
place beyond the possibility of j6C^°rs on ^his score, pointing out

that the proper line of demarca 
tion between the federal and pro
vincial privileges would be duly 
observed. The discussion was 
kept up until after eleven o’clock, 
when progress was reported and 
the House adjourned until Mon
day, the 7th.

Tl^e Legislature

April 2, after the reading oj 
the Governor,s speech Mr. H' 
Huestis, O’Leary was appointed 
Sergeant at Arms and Benjamin 
McDonald was appointed an 
usher of the House,

Premier Arsenault moved that 
the sympathy of the House be 
tendered the family of the hate 
Hubert Howatt who had died 
since the House last met.
He referred feelingly to the late

respect of and endeared himself 
to both sides of the House. His 
passing was another reminder 
that our sojourn here is liable to 
be ended at any time,

The Leader of the Opposition 
seconded the resolution.

Mr. Howatt, he said, had warm 
friends on both sides of the 
House, and his loss would be 
keenly felt. Mr. John HcHilM 
supported the motion in a 
few remarks of much feeling.

Mr. A. E. McLean also spoke.
After the appoiniment of the 

Usual committee the House ad;
journed.

April 3. Before taking up the 
orders of thejday the House 
adopted the Daylight Saving 
Time.

Mr. R, J. McLellan moved the 
»ddress iq reply to tha Govern; 
or1» speech.

When the House was last in 
session things not look very 
good en the battlefields of Eur-

resources
A Hies, directed against

of the 
the en

«my by that greatest general the 
world has yet seen, Marshal 
Foch, a change was brought 
about sooner than we expected, 
and the greatest defeat in the 
war history of the world was 
inflicted on tyrannizing Hun and 
his Allies. No such fall has 
there been of a nation as has 
happened since last this House 
met. Our gallant [Canadians 
played a glorious part and help
ed in no small degree to bring 
about .the great result. We 
mourn the loss of many who 
now sl^ep in Flanders Fields but 
we are proud of the spirit that 
animated them in fighting for 
freedom and justice and against 
the menace of Prussian militar
ism. Neither should we forget 
the heroism of the women of our 
country who abroad suffered 
hardships and even death itself, 
to bring comfort to -the wounded 
soldiers, our praise is also due to 
the men and women at ham 
w ho gave money and work in 
the great casuse. "

The reception given the. Gov
ernor General showed that, while 
other monarchies and empire8 
are in utter disorder and chaos 
ours, if that were possible, is 
having a firmer hold on the 
hearts of the people.

All that can be donfe for the 
returned soldiers must be done- 
We cannot repay the debt we 
owe for the work they have 
done. The Federal Government 
is ofiering terms that will assist 
young men who wish to take up 
farming and fishing in this pro
vince.

Farmers had received more 
for eggs and wool on account of 
better methods of handling, fos
tered by the Government and 
when the Broad Gauge is com
pleted still greater prices will be 
received for all our products and 
imports will be obtainable with 
greater advantage.

Teachers he thought should 
be better paid. They rendered 
an important service and that 
service would suffer when the 
pay is too small.

Mr. H. McLean seconded the 
resolution. He felt that we 
should be truly thankful for the 
happy termination of the war, 
and he felt confident that the 
peace terms would be quite satis
factory.

Our soldiers and sailors h^ve 
shown great valor and endur
ance in this struggle and our 
nurses have displayed equa 
courage and devotion.

The farmers and fisherman of 
the province had been prosperous 
the last few years and he did 
not think that any young man 
of pluck would fail in either of 
these occupation in the years to 
come.

The broadening of the rail-' 
way gauge would make time s 
better than ever in the province, 
Good teachers will not remain 
where they are improperly paid. 
We have a duty to pferform to 
the children in the schools and 
if education is not looked after 
as it should, serious loss will be 
be sustained by the country.

He recalled the long period 
of twenty years, when with pub
lic works neglected their friends 
opposite were never'in a single 
instance able to make ends meet 
Under the present regime with 
its yearly 'surplus, the affairs of 
the province adequately pro
vided for, the people are satisfied.

Mr. J, H. Ball Leader of the 
oppsition congratulated —~ the 
mover and seconder of thé ad
dress, while he did not agree 
with all they said. Great was 
the change in the war situation
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Footwear
-FOR

spume ami sum
Our new Stock is here, ready 
for your inspection. Many new 
lines this year, showing the 
styles that are worn in larger 
cities.

WOMEN’S BROWN BOOTS, high tops, wjth 

leather or rubber soles.......................................$5.95 and up

BLACK HIGH TOP BOOTS, same as above 5
made onhig or low heels.................................. $4-95 and up

GREY KID BOOTS, newest styles.............. ..$7.25

MEN1

This year we have many special 
and Blacks.

lines in Browns

Browns—$6.50, 7.00, 9.50 j Blacks —$3-75 to $8.50
7 ; •

Misses’, Boys’ and Children’s Shoes—We sell 

the Amherst, Crosby and Classic Lines—the best in 
Canada. • *

We Prepay all Mail Orders 

------ TRY US------

ALLEY & CO. Ltd
135 QUEEN STREET.

Canadian National Railways
OPEiUmUG OSE SOUS EflflLlEfi

Important daylight Saving Change of Time 
at 2 d,m. Sunday, March jo, igig

All clocks and watches used in operation of Canadian 
National Railways will at 2 a. m. Sunday, March 30th, be 
advanced one hour. To prevent serious confusion and in
convenience to the public the attention of all concerned is 
directed to the following conditions resulting from the 
important change of time :

If cities, towns, villages and other municipal bodies do 
not change their local time to correspond with the new 
Railway time, all concerned should keep in mind that while 
trains continue to leave Railway Stations on present sche
dule, such schedule will be operated one hour ahead of 
present local time. Therefore any municipality where 
local time is not changed to correspond with the new Rali- 
way time, passengers must reach Railway Station ONE 
HOUR EARLIER than shown in current folders and 
public tifrte posters.

Where municipal time is changed to correspond with 
the new Railway time, passengers will not experience 
difficulty growing out of the change.

April 2. 1919—2i

HERRING. HERRING
mmm m

We have some good Herring in stocky by 
Pail, Dozen and Half Baarel.

- Kyou desire a Half Barrel mail us $6.25 and 
add Fifty Cents extra for freight if you do 
not receive your freight at a Booking Station.
If Herring are not satisfactory return at once 
and your money will be refunded. Address

R. F. MADDIGAN
CHARLOTTETOWN

member saying that since be
coming a member he.bedpon the!,inoe the" House -last met. The

conduct of Canada's soldiers in 
the war brought forth an elo
quent tribute from ther speaker, 
By their gallantry they had 
blocked the road to the channel 
ports and this-saved the situation 
and the Empire. Mr. Bell at 
6 o’clock moved the adjournment 
of the debate.

April 4, House met at 11,30
». m,

The Premier gave riotice.of a 
bill respecting public offices.

Mr. Johnston gave notice of a 
resolution regarding the reduet 
ioq of the customs tariff, second
ed by Mr McMillan:

The Leader of the opposition 
then resumed the debate in reply 
to the speech from the throne. 
He dwelt at some length on the 
claims which the province had 
against the Dominion notably 
the Manitoba Precedent and the 
claim arising out of the exten
sion of boundaries of Manitoba, 
Ontario and Quebec, and the

21606 thr8h the
west,

(Continued on page 3.} v

Furs. Furs. Furs
Ship [to Us Direct—

The Top Market Price Paid 
r And Equitable Grading Made

—No Delays at Any Point—

S,a J wS;«oShaM M St

?u“dt:cVrour fagYk$zdr “5 F»'

sending out allurtog^^iste^ yet^we ^ permit of 
and expert grading^ Pav yo/at a rltl nf/°U an CXaCt 
five cents more on the ‘"W
fur company, as we cut out all middleman’sr"g 
direct with you. man s Profit in dealing

St. Louis Fur Exchange
7th A Chestnut, St Louis, Mo, USA.
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