
THE CHARLOTTETOWN HERALD WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, IBIS

WEDNESDAY- DEC, 24, 1913.

Subscription—$1.00 a ye~k. 

To the United States $1.50 
Published every Wednesday 

At SI Queen Street, 
Charlottetown, P. E. Island. 

JAMES McISAAC, . 
Editor & Proprietoi

We wish all our friends 
a MERRY CHRISTMAS.”

Commission oi Inquiry.

The high cost of living is 
question engaging a great
amount of attention just now 
It is a live question all round; 
not confined to any particular 
country qg legality. So serious 
has this mattqr beedme that 
Sir WlifKid Liuripr, the op­
portunist,, always waiting loi 
something to'turn up, has seiz­
ed upon it as a shibboleth for 
vote catching. But in the at 
titude he has assumed towards 
this question, he is most illogi 
cal; but that is rot remarkable 
Was he ever anything else ?
He blames the tariff for the 
high cost of living. If that 
were the trouble he should 
have applied the remedy when 
he had the power to do so. It 
is his own tariff, and during 
his fifteen years of office he 
did not.liwer it. Had he 
power to-morrow he would 
not act differently. The people 
have had enough of this de­
ception and hypocrisy. More­
over the strongest refutation 
of the fiee-food cry comes 
from the United States, Laur 
ier’s favorite country. The re 
ductinn of tariff under the 
Wilson administration has 
raised, instead of lowered, the 
cost of living.

Alt the same this is a most 
serious question and some 
thing should be done regarding 
it. The first step towards 
solving the difficulty is to as 
certain the ceuse and then vince 
consider the best remedy.. whe»it 
That is the way the Borden 
Government are grappling 
with the matter. They have 
not stalled die investigation 
by making a lot of talk about 
it; but have appointed a com­
mission. to look into every 
phase of the matter. This 
commission is not composed 
of political heelers; but of tried 
and experienced Government 
officials, who have proved 
their ability to deal with such 
a problèm. Mr. John Me 
Dougall, Commissioner of 
Customs, who heads the board, 
is one pf the most highly valu­
ed officials in the government 
service. He has been for years 
in the employ of the depatt- 
mmt and has devoted his life 
to a careful study of all mat 
ters pertaining to it, Mr. C C,
James, of the Agricultural 
Department, was formerly De 
puty Minister of Agriculture 
in the Province of Ontario, 
and was so successful in the 
position that he was chosen 
to act far the Dominion Gov­
ernment in arranging the 
agricultural grants ta the dif­
ferent provinces. Mr. James 
has made a special study of 
the facts in' regard to the de 
population -of., rural Canada 
and the bearing that factor 
has pq, the cost of living. He 
advocates that Canada should 
grow more food, a doctrine he 
has preached from lecture 
platforms and through the 
press, Mr* Coats is editor of 
the Labor Gazette and for 
years has made a study of the 
cost of living. In 1910 he 
prepared and published an ex* 
ha«$t£ve report on wholesale 
prices in Camda. Three years 
before the change of govern-

was laid before Hon. W. 
MacKerrzie King, then

L. 
the

Minister of Labor, but aside 
from a partial investigation 
mto wholesale prices, that 
gentleman refused to have 
anything to do with it. When 
Hon. T. W. Crothers came 
into the department, after the 
change of government, he was 
quick to take advantage of the 
plan and has had a vast mass 
of information secured which 
will be available as a ground 
upon which the present com­
mission can work.

From all this it will be seen 
that while the Liberal Leader 

a has been mouthing about the 
country regarding the neces­
sity of grappling with this im 
portant question, the depart­
ment of the administration 
which natyrally would deal 
with such «c subject, h»s been 
quietly gathering information 
upon this work. There are two 
outstanding features in the 
announcement from Ottawa 
that the cost of living will be 
investigated. One is that the 
Government, through the sen­
sible medium of expert evi­
dence and advice, will find 
out what is necessary and may 
then be depended upon to ap 
ply the remedy. The other 
is that the work is to be done 
by men qualified in every way 
to grapple with their task' 
Things were done differently 
under the Liberal rule. A 
commission of enquiry in 
those days was generally re­
garded as fat pickings for 
favored partisans The present 
Government, however, believe 
in getting value for money ex­
pended and in this case the 
public may rest assured that 
when the commission com 
pletes its investigation and 
makes its report, that docu­
ment will completely diagnose 
the disease and prescribe the 
remedy.

Reports from money order 
departments in connection 
with the post offices in the 
large cities indicate that the 
"stranger within our gates” 
remembered those in the old 
land more bountifully this 
years. Such statements do not 
coincide with the reports of 
financial depression and hard 
times.

Fire in a Dockyard.

Those plain and humble 
patriots who formerly compos­
ed the Laurier government 
sat down to a sumptuous and 
costly banquet in the Ritz 
Carleton Hotel in Montreal 
and after dining and wining 
on the best in the land pro 
ceeded to solemnly discuss 
“the high cost of living.r It 
is to laugh.

Newspapers supporting the 
Wilson Administration in the 
United States are pointing to 
Secretary of State Bryan as a 
"big gun.” This leads the 
Boston Transcript to remark 
that he looks more like the 
man . who put "blunder” in 
"blunderbus."

The delegates of the twelve 
nations, including Canada re­
presented at the London in­
ternational conference on 
safety at sea were received by 
King George at Buckingham 
Palace last Friday afternoon 
Each of them was introduced 
and presented separately in 
the throne room by Sydney 
Buxton, President of the 
Board of Trade. His Majesty 
extended to them a most cord 
ial greeting and emphasized 
his personal interest as a sail­
or in the success of the con­
ference.

It requires but little con­
sideration these days to con, 

the average man that 
eonyps to the process 

of making the pocketbook 
“look thin,” Mr. High Cost 
of Living has much to learn 
from that other eminent econ­
omist Mr. Santa Claus.

ment* the statistician of the 
Labor Department worked out 
a plan for a comprehensive in 
vestigation into all phases of 
the cost of living which had 
been increasing since 1897. 
By his plan it was intended 
for*

Secretary Houston Wash 
ington issued an order on| 
Monday continuing the quar-; 
antine temporarily put on 
potatoes from the British Is- 
es, Canada and Europe. Thej 

action was modified, however, | 
by a second order providing 
that quarintine could be raised 
in case of countries or dist­
ricts which can show their po 
tatoes are free from potato | 
wart or powdery scab, the 
disease complained of. In case 
of certain provinces of Canada 
and certain countries and dis­
tricts in Europe the officials 
believe absolute prohibi­
tion can be raised in time to 
allow the movement of this 
year’s crop under restrictions 
similar to those in the case of 
nursery stock,

Never has .so rnapy British 
immigrants left Canada just 
before the holidays to spend 
Xmss and the winter at home 
as those gc^ng e|iis year. The 
immigration department is 
glad to see them ^50. “The 
more the better,” said an of 
ficiai of the department at 
Ottawa, “Every man of them 
is a voluntary immigration 
agent from Canada. They will 
all be back in the spring and 
will bring thousands of good 
settlers with them. They are 
all pretty well satisfied with 
Canada because they have all 
made and saved some money 
here. If they had not made a 
little pile they-oould not-be 
starting on an ocean voyage. 
The experience of the depart­
ment is that the best immigra­
tion agent is a well satisfidd
immigrant, who has succeeded 

I in Canada. ‘‘Today we are 
a commission to go into | casting our bread on the 

details regarding the matter wafers. For every shipload of 
of wages, costs and prices and Britishers who go eastward 
it would have taken in the now two or three shiploads 
subject of the enquiry both will come back next spring. I 
from the standpoint of thej say the more who leave Can- 
I roducer and consumer. This aia the better for Canada.”

Steamers arriving at Syd 
ney, Australia, within the 
last few days bring terrible 
details of the recent volcanic 
eruptions on the Island of 
Ambrim, in the New Hebri­
des group, in which 500 
natives lost their lives. Wit­
nesses of the disturbance de- 
scripe it as having been so 
sudden and violent that they 
expected to see the whole 
western side of the island dis­
appear. With a terrible roar, 
which was followed by a rapid 
succession of artillery-like de­
tonations, all the craters of 
the volcano entered into full 
activity, spouting flames and 
lava and throwing out huge 
boulders. Great streams of 
lava soon were floating down 
the slopes, cutting off the vil­
lagers from escape. In one in­
stance two torrents of the 
molten mass joined and made 
an island of one section of the 
village. Here fifty or sixty 
persona perished. The scenes 
at night were awe-in-spiring- 
Flames shot into the air to a 
height of a thousand feet, il­
luminating the whole scene of 
destruction. The bay after 
the eruption was filled with 
dead fish and large numbers 
of dead turtles. The water in 
the river was hot. The British 
hospital buildings were wiped 
out of existence, but previous 
to their destruction the doctors 
pluckiTy removed all the-pat 
ients to a launch and escaped 
with them.

A 6re at Portsmouth England 
involviug damage variously eetim- ' 
ated at from $1,250.000 to $2,500. 
000, devaated the famous dock­
yard Saturday night, and resulted 
in the loss of two dives and the 
destruction cf the century old 
semaphore tower, which in the 
pre-telegraph days was the great 
signalling station between the fleet 
and the Admiralty.

TWO MEN PERISHED.
Ao'examination of theruins Mon 

day disclosed the fact that two of 
the three signalmen who had re 
mained in the tower to summon : 
help when the fire broke out, were 
burned to death. The third man-j 
aged to make his escape through 
the smoke and flames to an adjoin­
ing roof and there fell unconscious. 
He was subsequently rescued.

ORIGIN IS UNKNOWN.
Nothing is known as to how 

the fire originatad. When it was 
first observed from the deck of the 
new battle cruise1- Queen Mary, it 
had already obtained a good hold 
on the inflammable material in the 
loft and sail house. All the fire 
fighting apparatus in the dockyard 
was rapidly brought into action 
and the efforts of the men were 
devoted to preventing the fire 
from reaching the main store at 
tie? end of the building, which was 
filled with thirty thousand tons of 
heavy oil. After many hours of 
most strenuous work the fire was 
got under control It had then 
reached within eight feet of these 
tanks. The flames were finally ex 
tinguishedjAbout three o’clock on 
Sunday morning.

MANY RELICS BURNED.
The huge wooden semaphore 

siructure surrounding the rigging 
house was a blazing beacon within 
half an hour after the outbreak, 
and collapsed onto the roof of the 
main tower and building, convert­
ing the whole into a fiery mass. 
Fire parties were sent to the dock­
yard from all the warships in the 
harbor, and the battle cruiser 
Queen Mary, 00 which burning 
brands were falling, was towed 
out of the danger zone. Many 
valuable models of old warships, 
records relating to Nelson and 
earlier periods, and naval relics, 
were destroyed.

mm
As the end of the year 1913 is almost upon us, 

we desire to remind out friends that remittances for 
subscription to THE HERALD are now^auite in 
order. We have fairly kept our part of the annual 
contract and have sent out the paper every week 
since the beginning of the year, and have not troub 
led our subscribers to any great extent, about money. 
But this is the time ot year when these matters are 
usually attended to and we shall be pleased if those, 
who have not already paid, will be so kind as to re­
mit as soon as convenient.

m

WANTED.
Several hundred Herald 

subscribers to send in their 
subscriptions by this day week. 
We are extremely thankful to 
those who have already re. 
mitted and beg to remind all 
yet to be heard from, that only 
one week of this year remains 
They will thus see that if they- 
do not want the New Year to 
catch them with this obliga­
tion undischarged, they have 
no time to lose. We would 
like to have the money to 
meet our own obligations, and 
we hope we shall not be dis-- 
appointed,

Job Printing at the Herald 
Office,

The Culture 01 Black And 
Silver Foxes.

A timely publication, THE CUL­
TURE OF BLiCK. AND SILVER 
FOXES, has recently been leaned by the 
ROD AND GUN PRESS, Woodstock, 
Ont. Tble book Is a series of articles 
written by Dr. L. V, Craft, who in addi­
tion to being a encceseful breeder of 
foxes in ciptlrity, is a specialist in 
veterinary science and bis attitude in 
these articles is that of a aci ntifio man. 
To those breeders of for bearing ani­
mals who have no knowledge of veterin­
ary science—and comparatavely few of 
those who are engaged in this new in­
dustry have—Dr. Croft’d book will be of 
inestimable vaine. The book comprisse 
chapters on Heredity, Origin Breeding, 
Mating and Geatation, Pens and Dene 
Food and Feeding, .Hygiene and 
Care, eto. It Is well illustrated, neatly 
bound in paper cover, and can be pro­
duced from W. J. Taylor, Limited 
Publisher, Woodstock, Ont. for the re­
markable low price of sixty cent».
Oct. 27,1618,-21.

Minard's Liniment cures 
neuralgia.

KING EDM HOTEL
Mrs. Larter, Proprietress

Will now be conducted on

KENTSTREET
Near Corner of Queen. 
Look out for the old sign, 

King Edward Hotel, known 
everywhere for first class ac­
commodation at reasonable 
prices.

June ia 1907,

Bard Goa
Daily expected per achooo 

ers “ B. Bowers” and “ Free 
dom,” one thousand tons bet- 
quality Hard Coal in Egg, 
Stove and Chestnut sites.

C.Lyons&Co.
Charlottetown, P.jE.jl. 

Nov. 80 1910.

IOORE and McLEOI
1 the Boded Store on Charlottetown’s Busiest 

Street. 119 121 Queen Street Ch’town.

Men!s Stout Tweed Over­
coats Very SpeciahValue 

at $8.00
EXAMINE WITH CARE the very best things that any 

mail order house will offer in overcoats -consider the 
smartest and the best value that any other house can 

give you --and if we do not beat the best--do not buy from 
us. That's fair isn’t it ?

Overcoats of heavy warm tweed, well lined, carefully 
made, converto collar............................ ..........QQ

Overcoats For All Men 
Who Care For Fit

Makes no matter of difference what your want in over 
coats may be, we can do a little better for you. This mens 
department has the NEW goods. It has the RIGHT goods, 
selected by men whose business is to know about the right 
clothes.

It has the clothes that fit, that express style in every 
line, that insure comfort warmeth, wear.

Overcoats made of Melton, Shetlands, Chinchillas, 
Friezes, Tweed, and all the rest. Every, good color, every 
size. Plain velvet collars, converto collars. “ College’ 
collars, “Twoway” collars, and “Shawl” collars are all 
shown. Plain backs, half belted, models and some full
belted models................. .............. .....................$10 to $30
Nov. 5th, ‘1913,-—tf.

ir*wra-jfc- ‘ -jSg'.1 »

Reasons .Why The 
C. B. C. Is The Best

The Charlottetown Business College’s claims of 
superiority are not based on hot air, bombast or 
broadside bragosity.

The equipment of this college is complete in 
evpry respect. There are enough typewriters, forms, 
e/c , for every student, and therefore none are kept 
back and none especially favored. The teachers are 
the best that can be secured and the location ideal— 
right in the heart of the business district—the courses 
plain, practical and full of “ usable ” knowledge.

Students who graduate from this institution are 
QUALIFIED to cope with any problem that is placed 
before them in actual practice. This institution is the 
only one in the Province to turn out succeselul 
verbatim reporters.

The courses cover bookkeeping, auditing type 
writing, shorthand, brokerage, banking, business cor­
respondence, navigation, engineering and Civil Service 
preparatory exams.

Write today forHree prospectus and full infor­
mation.

Charlottetown Business College
—AND INSTITUTE OF—

SHORTHAND AND TYPEWRITING

L. B. MILLER, Principal,
VICTORIA ROW.

Waltham and Regina Watches 
Are Splendid Timekeepers
Being accurately timed from 
actual observation of the 
stars with transit instru­
ment and chronometer. You 
make no mistake in buying 
one of these watches

IN OUR OPTICAL DEPARTMENT
Each eye is tested separately 
and fitted with the special 
lense that is required and 
mountings wished for.

THE JEWELRY AND SILVER DEPARTMENT
Is supplied with many rings, 
brooches, lockets, chains, 
studs, spoons, trays, baskets, 
tea pots, novelties, etc, etc.

KING MAKING
Gilding and expert repair­
ing done on the premises.

E. W. TAYLOR,
South Side Queen Square, City.

Spring& Summer Weather
-»!•

Spring and|Summer|weAther calls forjprompt attention
to the

Repairing, Cleaning and Plating oi Clnitiin
We beg to remind our numerous patrons that we

, have REMOVED from 23 Prince Street 
to our new stand

122 DORCHESTER STREET,

Next door to Dr. Conroy’s Office, where we shall be 
pleased to see all our friends.

All Orders Receive Strict Attention, "fa
Our work is reliable, and our prices please our customers.

! h. McMillan

MANUFACTURED BY

8, T. MADDXGAN & CO,
CH1BL0TTET0WN, P. E. I.

-:o:-

TRY OUR

Home-Made Preserves!
Made from home grown fruit. We have a large 

stock on hand. Sold in Bottles, Pails, and by
the lb.

-:o:-

EGGS & BUTTER
We want EGGS and BUTTER for CASH, 

or in exchange for GROCERIES.

-to:-

House Cleaning Supplies
We Have a Tull Lina in Slock

{£#» Give us a call,
-:o:-

EUREKA TEA.
If you have never tried our Eureka Tea it will pay yon 

u> do so. It is blended especially for our trade, and our 
sales of it show a continued increase. Price 25 cents 
er lb.

R, F. Maddigan & Go.


