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Sessional Notes.

It was about 4.30 when the 
I louse met after the Easter holi
days oo Tuesday the 2nd inst 
Most of the sitting wm occupied 
v?ith matters of a routine char
acter. In answer to a question put 
tome time previously by Mr. A. 
J. McD maid, Mr. Peters submitted 
the foVowing information:

AMOUNTS DUS BANKS 31ST DSC. 1606 : 
rsnadifia Bank of Commerce $95,876,96 
Bank cf New Bnmewick 33,816,89
Royal Bank of Cansda 21,361,76
Back of Nova Scotia 1,608,41

cause our rights were not other
wise safe guarded. This fact of 
itself proved beyond a doubt that 
the contention of the Opposition 
was right. '

Mr. Prowse said that the Gov
ernment, in the course they were 
pursuing were allowing great 
weakness. They should at once 
concede to the Opposition the 
honor of having helped them ont 
of a difficulty. If the Opposition 
had not shown np the matter, as 
they had, onr case would have 
gone by the board. He considered 
the delegates had shown great 
disrespect to the Legislature by 
not presenting a report Why 
was not section D. put in by the 
delegates ?

Mr. McKinnon argued that Mr. 
Mathieson'e contention was cor
rect, in maintainibg that we were 
not secured by the terms of the 
Provincial Conference. This wae 
admitted by the Leader of the

means by which the revenue ie to 
be raised are expected to be made 
known to the people's representa
tives. In all these respecte, the 
Premier's speech wae a disappoint
ment. He said nothing of the 
ways and means'  ̂by which the 
revenues for the current year are 
expected to .be raised. He did 
candidly admit that the deficit 
for the twelve months of 1906 
wae $70.806. It he had added the 
$10,000 internet accrued on loans 
account he would be pretty near 
correct as to the deficit. It 
be remembered that in reviewing 
the public accounts we placed the
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open large questions at publie meetings.
estimation of 

Premier wae petitioning the Leglslstnie 
to safeguard our rights. Between three 
end tour thousand electors, Conservat
ives end Liberals, had bees guilty of 
tide crime, end their petitions had been 
thrown into the waste basket. If the 
people don’t obtain redrew they will -h
have revenge. Mr. Mathieeon next de
tailed the facta coneemiag the per capita 
subsidy and Laurier’e address to the 
King tor the amendment of the British 
North America Act. He brought foHy 
into view the causes that Impelled 81 r 
Wilfrid Laurier at the eleventh hear, 
to enlarge It by adding 
clanw D. If we are to receive our per

$478,862. Now H ie proposed to 
to that surplus the snm of $130,- 

Thesc pro’litres are indeed 
upon a splendrd footing, fir better 

than the old provinces ever enj iyed. 
What is the condition of the people 
of the maritime provinces ? A great 
many of them emigrated to those*pro
vinces in the years 1775 or 1776, sod

IXCBEASE or SALARY :—

Alder Brehaut from $200 to $160
( reorge ti Inman “ 200 H 260
Henry F. Wright “ 160 ** 200
George Tweedy “ 160 “ 200
Henry Smith “ 600 700
?ibn E Campbell “ 600 700
Matthew Gallant " 660 “ 600
John I). McMillsn “ 600 660
Ioadore linote “ 660 600
George S. Me Led»" 660 “ 600
Wm II. Stewart " 600 11 600
Theodore Ross “ 1000 1200
Mamie E Hughes " 400 600
Kenneth McKay “ 600 700

During the evening sitting the 
debate was resumed on the resolu
tion introduced some time pre
viously by Capt Read and the 
amendment thereto moved by Mr. 
A. J. McDonald. The debate waa 
resumed by Captain Read, who 
tried to claim credit for his Gov
ernment and his party in connec
tion with the question of the sub
sidies.

Mr. Mathieeon, in the course of 
an excellent speech, pointed out 
that Captain Read had such a 
fashion of contradicting nearly all 
the stioements he ever makes in 
the House, that when he was done 
lie had generally said but very 
1 ttle. He showed that if clause 
D. introduced by Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier would safe-guard our 
Province in the subsidy matter, 
no thanks therefor were due the 
delegates to the conference, or to 
the Government. The delegates 
did nr thing towards the intro
duction of that clause;they knew 
nothin, about it until they saw 
i pub ished. ‘They took the 
lowest amount any province could 
possibly get and they made no 
report to the House. Bat the 
Province was fortunate in having 
three able opposition members in 
the House of Commons. These 
membe s pressed the matter so 
s rongly and so persistently upon 
the attention of the Leader of the 
Federal Government that Sir 
Wilfrid at last introduced clause 
D. If we shall be saved, it shall 
be by this clause. Mr. Lefurgey on 
March 14th gave notice of his 
question as to whether or not we 
would receive our per capita sub
sidy on our maximum population. 
On the 21st he asked the question 
and Sir Wilfrid told him the 
matter was engaging the attent
ion of the Minister of Justice. 
On the 22nd Sir Wilfrid gave 
notice of his intention of amend
ing his address to the King by 
adding clause D. All this showed 
that no steps had been taken to 
ensure to us our per capita sub
tidy on our maximum population 
until ilie Leader of the Federal 
■Government had been forced to 
amend his address, in consequence 
of the representations pressed up
on mm by the Opposition mem
bers from this Province. How

_diSereut wae’,.the, conduct of
Premier McBride of British Ool- 
nmbin. from that of our delegatee. 
He had obtained a special grant of 
SI,000,000 for his Province and 
laid the foundation for futute

the matter wae under the con
sideration of the Minister of Juat- 
ice and by bringing down the fol
lowing day section D. in amend
ment to hie address to the King. 
Mr. McKinnon showed that the 
Province was not yet in a position 
to make ends meet ; but he waa 
not surprised our delegates ac
cepted the terms.

The House divided on the mot
ion and amendment, The amend
ment was defeated and the mam 
motion waa carried on a strict 
party division.

On Wednesday afternoon Mr. 
Mathieson resumed the debate on 
the resolution of which he had 
given notice some time previously. 
The resolution is as follows :

“ Resolved that it is expedient 
that a Special Committee be ap
pointed by this House to prepare 
for presentation to the Govern
ment of Canada a complete and 
accurate statement of all the 
claims of this Province for larger 
sums than would fall to this Pro
vince under the Resolutions of the 
Conference held at Quebec in 
1902 and to additional considera
tion and recognition. Arid in 
particular (but without in any 

■wise limiting such claims in num
ber or amount : ) (1) The claim 
of this Province to receive from 
Canada an Iecrease of Subsidy to 
meet the increased expenditure of 
this Province since Confederation 
for Education, Public Works, 
Agriculture, Asylums, and the 
other urgent demands which 
modern conditions impose, so that 
this Province may receive on this 
ground the same advantages as

«« I ’2r*a?
The Premiere admission bear8 j Mathieeon severely criticiMd and coo- 
out this estimate. The Premier j dsnjned the Government forother feat- 
spent most of hie time scolding the ares of their policy A condemned them 
Opposition for their course In re- thei, waste of publie money end
, 1- , V A______„Ai.r rr. other suspicion* circumstances in eon-lation to the subsidy matter. He ^ ^ ^ aeC(>enti „d
wae very idignant at the thought cinded comparing the expenditure 
that public meetings should have of the Conservatives with those of the 
been held and resolutions passed Liberale. He pointed out that theyre- 

1 • „ *v, T *A -„fp. sent Government collected more taxe»ask,ng the Legislature to-eafe 0M yeerthsn the conservative, did
guard the interests of the rro-1 ,n tweWe 
vines, and that the people should

the
same purpose. He said the peti- ! Kickham took Mit n«*b 
tion of between three and ton Work< hsd w «,,7 oaf his
thousand people wae thrown into freqneBt promises to repair a number of 
the waste basket. The right of I roads In the vicinity of Souris. Lest fell 
petition ie implanted in the fore-1 »» «* Ernest impomible to oroee Souri.

b%

had to hew out home» lor them «elves. 
They have worked upon their liome- 
iteads, they bave'rsised familier, but 
the population of those provinces h«s 
not mstcrialiy increased during the 
last four yéar*.

What beeamè of the «urplu- popu
lation of these three province* ? The 
people have gone wesi *nd ihey have 
gonc-to the Unile’d Siales. B came 
of the fact that these men hive railed 
families and that iheir families are 
in the Northweit it is asked to-day 
that great sum* betaken out of the 
public chest of thircoumry and given 
to the Nort west and that the mari
time province* shall be paid sums io- 
«officient to maintain them decently. 
What did Sir John Macdonald s»> ? 
He said they were to be maintained 
in *-proper manner, «0 that they 

make their revenue and ex

front of onr chatter of liberty 
and the Premier of this Province 
despisee snch petitions and throws 
them into the waste basket. Let 
our free-born, liberty loving elec-

Bsach. A* a matter of fact boats had to 
bo used ; yet the Gommiseieuer did nothing 
to remedy this condition of affair*.. For 
years Mr. Kickham had been asking him 
to Improve a plow of roadjjthat ran along 
the bank at Fortune. The bank had 
broken away, and it ie neoessary to extend« . j. . ' I uroAtiu awaj f a*.

torate remember this idignity the road tarthn in. About thlrty-twe 
when he again asks them for their dollars would be sufficient to secure the 
VQ^e| I new right of way. Although the Com

miseiooer more then onoe promised to 
ettend to this he ha* not done so. The 
Commissioner,had gone to eee the’road and 
knew the great incoovenlenoe the people 
were suffering. Bat they are Conservât

Mr. Mathieeon, Leader of the 
Opposition followed the Leader 
of the Government and easily tore I Ives and the Commissioner will not pey tbs 
to shed* the Premier’s speech. | trifling lend damages retired.

He said that it was in no sense a 
budget speech, inasmuch as it 
makes no reference to the re
sources of revenue or the objects 
and] amounts of the proposed ex
penditure. But the Premier made 
one candid statement when he said 
there had been a deficit last year 
of over $70,000. From this it

In the
fso# of thie the Uommieeioner thinks noth
ing of paying $280 to open e road et Souris 
not needed in the publio^intereet, but for 
the ccoonamodatioD of one'individnal. Be 

a Liberal. Mr. Klokham enumerated 
numerous instances in erhioh|the Oommii- 
•lener had failed to altendlto roads neoes
sary for public convenience, but had been 
lavish of the public money for th# conveni
ence of party favorites.

that thé Dominion 
concessions which sppessad the discon
tent and we have heard nothin* more 
of it. There ere, therefore, meet sub
stantial precedents to ■ justify our 

wee.
It wae upon that ground that Novs 

Scotia was conceded farther subsidies 
from this parliament, namely, that it 
bed not s source of svailiable revenue. 
We received under the original terme of 
confederation something like $161,000 
from this parliament. We received in 
addition $20,000 for another matter of 
damages and $30,000 for the non-falfll- 
ment of the terme of union. We receive 
altogether some thing like $211,000 and 
We are ssked to accept $70,000 addlt- 
lonaL Wbst is the percentage of in
crease which wse given to the other 
provinces?

Increased 
subsidy for

Govts, sod Percentage. 
Province legislatures of increase 
Ontario $166,000 200
Quebec 170,000 242 6-7
Mots Sco is 130,000 216j

Meet Me at the Always Busy Store.
HR »>«<«< e** e-

New Brunswick 130,000 
Manitoba 130,000 
British Colombia 116,000 
P. E. Island 70,000 
Alberta. 100,000

Saskatchewan 130,0d0 
Taking the general

260
260
328 4-7 
233*
200
200

inereaeee per

could readly be seen that we shall Subsidy Debate in the

claim» He laid before the Legis- 
itur a full report of his actions 
- the representative of his Pro- 

d ice at the conference ; but we 
have no record from onr dele- 

xcept the record of their 
:s that will be found in the 
Accounts. Mr. Mathieson 

xpre ed his donbt as to the 
efficacy of clause D. to safe guard 
our rights. It gives us a color W 
claim and for whatever there is 
in it we are under no debt of 
obligation to our delegates to the 
conference.

are agreed to be given to the other 
Provinces of Canada on the pro
posed rearrangement of Provincial 
Subsidies. (2) A claim for dam
ages accrued since the settlement 
between said Governments in 1901 
up to the present time for non
fulfillment of the Terms of Union 
as respects the maintenance of 
efficient steam communication 
both winter and summer between 
the Island and the Mainland. (3) 
The right of this Province to be 
placed upon the basis of an assum
ed population of at least 150,000 
for the purpose of calculating its 
Subsidies and representation until 
its actual population should exceed 
that number, inasmuch as the 
failure of this Province to attain 
that population is owing to the 
default of the Dominion. (4) 
The claim of this Province to 
fair adjustment of Transportation 
Rates so far as the’same are under 
the control of the Government of 
Canada. (5) The restoration to 
this Province of its original num 
her of representatives in the 
Federal Parliament >(6) Çon 
tinuous coonmuniéation With the 
Mainland by the best means that 
can be devised. "

In supportj'of this resolution 
the Leader otjthe Opposition made 
a most powerful speech of about 
two hours and then adjourned the 
debate. He pointed out the

not, even should we get the in 
creased subsidy, be able to main
tain the present scale of expendi
ture and make ends meet, to say 
othing of remitting any of the 

taxes. But we were morally 
bound to remit the tax on Com
mercial Traveller’s, in accordance 
with the arrangements made at 
the Ottawa Conference. In proof 
of thie Mr, Mathieson read from 
the “ Return of the Interprovincial 
Conference. ” At page 14. " Right 
Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier referred 
to the previous discussion on the 
provincial tax on commercial tra-1 are 
vellers. The chairman of the 
conference announced that this 
question had been considered by 
the Inter-Provincial conference, 
and that the various premiers had 
come to the conclusion to propose 
to their Legislatures the repeal of 
this tax. ’’ This was the the as
surance obtained by Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier from the chairman of the 
Conference and this report is eign- 
en by the two secretaries. That 
seemed to leave the matter beyond 
the possibility of doubt. Again, 
on page 30 of the “ minutes and 
proceedings in conference of the 
representatives of Canada and of 
the Provinces, ” it is set forth that 

after debate it was]proposed by 
the Hon. Mr. Robliajund seconded 
by the Hon. Mr. Peters,Jthat as a 
result of the deliberations of the 
conference with the representa
tives of the Government of Canada 
(1) the Conference ^recommends 
to each Legislature to abolish the 
pecial tax on] commercial tra

vellers, provided jthat-this recom
mendation do not 'apply to any

gates,
expen-
Public

Mr. Fraser pointed oat that the 
Premi r had promised to make a 
report to the Legislature and to 
the country ; but no each report 
had been made. The reporte of 
trie speeches of the delegatee had 
been suppressed. So had the 
strong speech of Mr. Morson. 
Why did Sir Wilfrid Laurier find 
it necessary after consideration to 
add a clause to the address ? Be-

calculable importance to this Pro 
vince of the appointment of the 
committee asked for by the re 
solution. As the speech will be 
published in extenso later on, we 

ill not refer to it at any greater 
length just now.

On Wednesday evening Pre
mier PetersMelivered what is gen 
e rally known ai the budget 
speech. This speech, however, 
bore so little resemblance to 
budget speech that no one wonld 
have known it was such, if the 
Premier had not so called it. The 
budget speech is understood to be 
a statement from the Government 
of the public finances. Ths fin
ancial transactions of the Govern 
ment for the past year are suppos- 
ed to be reviewed, and the esti 
mates of receipts and expenditure 
for the current year are expected 
to be compared, and the ways and

Commons.

MR McLEAN’S SPEECH.
Mr A A McLean, I move that an 

additional allowance of $100,000 be 
granted to the province of Prince 
Edward Island. The Finance Min- 
irtersaid tonight that these resolu
tions formed a treaty between the 
provinces. , Now I do not agree 
vitb the Finance Minister in that 
-latement. I think that the ae- 
•embled wisdom of thie psiliamenl 
is better capable of judging of the 
requirements of the provinces then 

four or five premiers of tbr 
respective provinces meeting to 
getber. In 1887, certain premiers 
met in the city of Qaebeo and adopt
ed o rtain resolutions, and we ate 
told tonight by the premier that 
these are the reeola-ions upon which 
>s based this address to Bis Majesty 
now under dieoas«ion. These r - 
solntioni are in fact twenty years 
old, and since they were -passed the 
requirements of the varions pro
vinces have changed very materially. 
In 1887, it wonld have been a boon 
to the province of Prince Edwaid 
Island to obtain an increased grant 
of $70,000, bnt to offer that pro
vince today $70,000 of an increase 
is simply a farce. A* a matter of 
fact it is not $70,000, it is only $60, 
000 ; became some four years ago *n 
arrangement was made between 
Prince Edward Island and th< 
Dominion that as soon gg the Hills 

rough bridge was completed the 
$10,000 subsidy which was payable 
to tee province of Prince Edward 
Island should be retained by lb- 
Diminion in order to meet oertai 
expenditure which was m-tdo npm 
that bridge for local tn-ffio. S ) wt- 
are in MTeoi only itosiving ebou1

license payable under any Act I $60,000. Wbat was the olject 
concerning the sale of intoxicating! which the fathers of confederation 
liquors.’’ Mr. Mathieson pointed I bed in granting ibeee mbsidiée ?
oat that Mr. Peter* had admitted theee 
minute» were *• correct a* fer aa they 
went, " In the Hoaae|ot Common* Mr.
Foiter aiked :— “ wbat agreement 11 aay 
wm made at the conférence with the Pro- 
Provineial Premiere (a) aa to the Pro 
vinoial tax on oommeroial traveller* ; (b) 
ae to .the provincial tax upon companies 
chartered by th# Dominion Government. ”
And thie is Sir Wilfrid Lanrier’i reply 
■ lowing that he had a clear nnderetendiog 
that th# Commercial Traveller»' tax to 
be remitted wherever imposed. Sir Wil
frid aaid : “ My hoc. friend, (Mr. Foster) 
will fiod the answer to thl» question In the 
report which has already been brought 
down giving the proceeding# of the inter- 
pro vinoial oonferenœ. I may tell bim 
however that the premier* there present 
agreed, with regard to the provincial 
taxes upon commercial traveller* 
that form of taxes repealed" “

In view of all theee fact*, bow could 
the Premier allow tbe^seaeioe to grow 
so old without making the first attempt 
to keep the promise made et the confer
ence This waa diagreeefnl ; we can 
afford to be poor ; bnt we cannot afford 
to belittle the faith of the Provinoe.
Hitherto we have strictly kept faith with 
Caned a, althonghfCenada has not kept 
faith with ns. Let out record, in ttie 
respect, bej maintained ; tot it not be 
changed to a record off shame! Mr.
Mathieeon severely castigated the dele, 
gates to the Ottawa conference tor their 
utter failure to eafegqard ont rights.
He then referred to the publie meeting* 
that had been held In different parts of 
the Provinoe, and the conduct of the

It- U».w tm,

Moral!, although Mr. 262, and thie yew she baa a ear pie,

should be oo resort to direct taxation 
What is the result in Prince El Ward 
Island today ? Instead of being ab’e 
to run the government without direct 
taxation the people are being taxed 
out of the place. All kind* ol taxes 
are re*orted to. The taxation on 
land last year amounted to between 
$8o,oco and $90,000 and notwith
standing the fact that there was, dur 
ing the year* 1934 and 1905 an 
average deficit of $57,133 3° this 
government refuse today, according 
to the-statement made by the Minist
er of Finance, to allow in the read 
justment of the subsidies, a sufficient 
sum to enable the government of 
Prince Edward Island to make both 
end* meet. Including the payment 
of $10,000 towards the Hilliborongh 
bridge and an increase in the debt < f 
$25,1 00 the deficit during the present 
year will be something like $69 633,- 
32 and we are told that the sum of 
$70,000 will be sufficient to enable 
-his province to make both ends 
meet. What is the condition of 
affairs in Prince Edward Island? 
During the year 1904 there were 28 
vacant schools. Why ? The pro
vince was unable to pay the salaries of 
the school teachers and they went 
elsewhere. They went to Saskatche
wan and Alberta where the salaries 
are twice as much as the people of 
Prince Edward Island can afford to 
pay. I think that when tha' condi 
lion of affairs is exposed this parlia
ment should grant to the people of 
Prince Edward Island a sufficien 
sum to enable them to run ihe gov 
eminent in such a way that they 
would have a surplus as the people of 
Alberta have a surplus or else 
balance their accounts. In the re 
port made by the superintendent ol 
education during the year 1906 to 
he Legisia ure of the province of 
Prince Edwird Island he says:

The great difficultly with which we 
have to contend is the small salaries 
that we pay our teachers.

Mr. Bennett, who wae acting inspector 
for Prince county e thoole for a part of 
the laet year, aaye : * The increaeing
number of Vacant schools in thie coanty 
wae strongly impressed upon my mind 
when I had been at work for hot a short 
time.

Mr. Kiely, the inspector for Qneen’a 
county, refers to the payment of the 
teachers and the fact that the beet 
teachers are leaving the profession.

Mr. McCormack, the inspector for 
King's coanty schools, says, ' The 
question of vital importance to ns at 
present to the eecoring of a sufficient 
number of teachers to bold schools to 
eay nothing of teaching school. Many 
schools are now vacant. . . . There 
iejnetone effective agency that will 
remedy this matter end that to the 
payment of larger salariée. ’

How can the government of Prince 
Edward [eland pay larger salaries 
when this government cannot allow 
them a larger snm to meet the deficits 
of that province 7 They have 28 or 30 
vacant schools this year because they 
cannot get teochers at the present 
sa'ary and the debt is $305.853. What 
will the condition of affairs be in that 
province twenty years hence 7 I think 
thfa is a matter that the Prime Minister 
Should fairly and squarely look at. 1 
do not think that the premier of Prince 
Edward Island fairly represented the 
co idition of affairs at the conference.

' Goods

Toat ibe beet interests arid fqinrc 
pro-parity of British North America 
w 11 be promoted by a feiernl anion 
-lo-lrr the Crown of Qrrst Britain 
provided such onion can ua t ff oted 
-n p i cm i les of jnsiice to the several 
province”.

Yau ate the principle w-sto be 
joalice to the eeveril provinoir, bat 
wbat do we fl d since these p 
vinoee entered the oonfedera'ior-J?. 
At that time a large unorganized 
territory that had been potohaeed 
Iron the Hudson Bay Company waa 

to have I given to the people of Canada at an 
expense of something like $l,600,a 
000. There you see the fiascos 
farms upon which the provinces en
tered the D /minion were changed 
Sicoe the four original provinces 
formed thw confederation,there have 
been edded Prinae Edward Inland, 
Manitoba, British Colombia, Sas
katchewan .sad Alberta. Alberta 
end Saskatchewan have received 
grants of money and of lands far in 
advance of what th* maritime pre- 
vino s have ever received. Sas
katchewan and Alberta have receiv
ed each the earn of $1,030.000. 
What ie the financial condition of 
those provinces at preeeet ? Last

Vernon River and Morell, altboegh 1

The first reaolotion which cure stub 
mi ted to the confer enoe we* moved
by Srr John Ddnn, in those w&ktf®6 did notonake any representation at

*V notwithstanding the fact that a re 
eo.n'ion wae passed in that conference 
in 1906 requesting that a statement 
from the i if,rent provinces bs pre
sented for consideration. The premier 
of Prince Edward Island did not pre 
sent any statement at all although the 
premier of British Crlnmbia and the 
p emier of Ontario did so. The pre-nier 
of Ontario made a statement of the con
dition „( affaire in that province and I 
will joet read for the éducation of the 
Minister of Finance an extract from 
that statement 

Yon ere no donbt thoronghly familiar 
with the grievances of which Niva 
Scotia complained at the time that pro 
vince claimed better term». Yon will 
observe that two of the grenade at least 
open which redrew to eongbt ere 
identical. It waa upon those two 
grounds, namely, inadéquate resource» 
of local revenue, and physical environ, 
ment that after earefal investigation, 
the daims of Nova Scotia were recog 
nised and allowance made therefor. 
Yon will remember also that aa lato as 
1886 the grievances of Novs Scotia were 
still an laene In thst province, when the 
legislature of that provinoe peaaed e 
resolution dedering for better terms or 
eeoeeeion. The Hon. Mr. Field ing, th* 
present Minister ol Finance, waa leader 
of that movement and in the resolution 
in question *et forth that tha disabilities 
of which Novs Scotia 00mplained fa 
1888, atilt existed end had 
accentuated by the lapée of time. While 
no formel settlement df thee» grievance* 
took plane, nevertbetoae tt to well known

capita, Prince EH ward Island gets noth
in* t Ontario gets $829,484.80 increage ;
Quebec gets $429,866.60 increase ; N ova 
Scotia gete $47,650 20 increase ; N-w 
Cr ana wick gete $7,88660 increase: 
Manitoba gete $81,962 increase ; British 
Columbie gete $61,987; Saskatchewan 
gete $6,210. Alberta and Prince Ed
ward Island are the only provinoee that 
do not get an increase on the per 
capita baeie. I hold that Prince Ed
ward Island to entitled to ae mech con
sideration aa British Colombia, which 
came into confederation on terms that 
it should get the Canadian Pacific Bail- 
way, end it got the Canadian Pacific 
Railway at gr-at expense to the people 
of Canada. Prince Edward Island re- 
fated to com» into confederation In lg67 
she entered after a great deal of negotia 
tion in 1873. and five years afterwards 
it wee found the terme granted her 
were not sufficient to enable the affaire 
of the province to be carried on. Since 
then Prince Eiward Island, like the 
other provinces, has been knocking at 
the doore of the Dominion tereaanry, 
and it to now abeolately necessary that 
Prince Edward Island ebonld receive an 
increased subsidy to enable her to make 
both ends meet. The Prime Minister 
tells ne that this is a final end nnalter 
able settlement of the snbaidy question 
If that be so, then it is for the repre 
•entatives of Prince Edward Island to 
show to this parliament that their pro
vince is entitled to as much considéra, 
tion as is British Columbia. II this be 
an nnalterable and final settlement, ae 
the Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Finance tell ns, then we cannot claim 
any damages for the non carrying ont 
of winter communication since 1901. I 
can only repeat that the mercantile 
community and the farming commun
ity of Prince Edward Island are to day 
at daggers drawn with tbe Dominion 
government beoanae of tbe existing 
condition of affaire. They pay three 
times aa mocb for the transportation of 
their freight ae do the people on the 
Intercolonial Railway for tbe lame dis
tance. The farmers of Prince Edward 
Island have to pay 10 and 12 cents per 
100 ponnde more for their corn meal, 
bran, etc., end they receive 1 or 2 cents 
a pound less for their pork and beef 
than do the farmers on tbe mainland. 
The rates charged for the three short 
hanle are excessive. It has been public
ly elated that in 1906 the farmers of 
Prince Edward Island loet $700,000 for 
want of proper transportation facilities ; 
in March and April, 1906, $200,000 were" 
loet on potatoes alone for the same 
reaeon, and this season I venture to eay 
that $500,000 or $600,000 baa been lost 
by the Prince Edward Island farmers 
becanseof the stoppage of navigation. I 
believe that a farther snm of $30,000 
$40,000 or $50,000 would about represent 
the inconvenience and lose which the 
travelling public has sustained daring 
the last eix weeks or two months. Let 
ns take the freight ratee on cheeee for 
example—

Mr. Speaker. Does not the hon. 
member think that this is pertinent to 
the qoeetion of transportation rather 
than to the motion before the Honae?

Mr. A. A. McLean. I am giving rea- 
SOD8 which I think should induce the 
government to grant farther considera
tion to Prince Edward Island, bnt in 
view of yonr suggestion, Mr Speaker, I 
shall drop that subject for the present. 
Let ns look at tbe expenditure on 
public works and other services. In 
1873 the expenditure of tbe province on 
education end public works, administra
tion of justice, legislation, executive 
council, charities agricnltüre and 
paupers was $155,553.27, and to-day it 
ha» increaeed by $120,707.67. The 
Dominion government believes that by 
granting $70,000 they will pat Prince 
Edward Island in a position to make 
revenue and expenditure meet, bnt they 
mast remember that in tbe next fifteen 
or twenty year» the coat of all these 
provincial services will Increase, end 
rbet tbe revenue cannot meet 1 he ex
penditure nnleae the province reeorts 
to direct taxation. I do not believe it 
waa contemplated by tbe people who 
formulated confederation that it ehonld 
ever be necessary to resort to direct 
taxation in the provinces. Tbe condi
tion of affairs with reference to the 
fisheries is at present very nneatiefac 
tory, and I agree with the bon. member 
for North Toronto (Mr. Foeter) that it to 
the dnty of tbe government to embody 
in thie resolution an address asking for 
tbe settlement of the differences be
tween the Dominion and the provinoee 
ae to tbe rights in tbe fisheries.

If the fisheries of Prince Edward Is
land were in tbe handaof that province 
they wonld obtain a revenue from the 
granting of oyster leaaee, the granting 
of lobeter licensee end matters of that 
kind. Bnt today it to uncertain who has 
the control of the fisheries of the pro
vinces 1 end although it to well known 
to every man in Canada that this con 
dition of affaira exista, the government 
of Canada does not think proper to aek 
the imperial government to change the 
oonstitntioe-siid to get an expression of 
opinion in that wey from the imperial 
government as to who haa the control 
of tbe fisheries of this country. We have 
as I said before, nothing except agric
ulture. Nova Scotia laet year received 
from royalties on eoel, $643,367. At 
confederation Prince Edward falasd 
had »U the foal that wae naneaeary, 
end I presume that the delegatee et the 
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was at that time sufficient fuel in tbe 
province to last for ell time to come. 
Whet is the condition of affairs there 
to-day 7 All tbe wood fuel is gone and 
we have to reeort to coal, so that we 
actually pay to the province of Nov a 
Scotia onr share of those royalties 
wbieh amounts to something like $12,- 
000 a year. We have no lumber; we 
have to go to the provinces of Quebec 
and New Brunswick for onr lumber. If 
we went stone to build onr roads we 
have to go to Gaepa in Quebec or 
to Wallace, in the province of Nove 
Scotia ; we are not in a position to build 
permanent roads in Prince Edward 
Island, because we have not tbe stone, 
Wbat were the complainte made by Mr 
McBride and Mr. Prior, the present end 
former Premiere of British Columbia 7 
They say they would require to build 
permaneat roads ell tbrongh the-pro- 
vince end they pat this pies so strongly 
before the conference that it granted 
British Colombia $100,000. Onr soil ie 
naturally eo’t, and if we wish to have 
permanent roads we mast import the 
stone from tbe adjoining provinces to 
baijd them, and we ere doing it every 
day at great expense to tbe people of 
Prince Edward Island. This ie one of 
tbe matters which I wish to ask tbe 
premier to take into consideration : I 
do not think it is fair to ask the people 
of Prince E1 ward Islaod to pay a share 
of tbe increase of $629,484 to toe pro
vince of Ontario ora ahere of the in 
creese of,$429,865 to the province of 
Quebec, while we only get what ie con
ceded to oa by the conference of 1887. 
Theee men have forgotten that condi
tions have changed, and as the bon. 
member lor North Tcgooto said, they 
have taken antomaiicelly the figures 
presented to the conference of 1887 and 
have given them bolus brine to this 
House There ie not a parti la ol syefem 
shoot it. They have simply taken 
those figures which were pot oa paper 
by those men twenty years ago and 
asked the government to accept them, 
elthongh we have the statement of the 
Finance Minister to-night that he did 
not know how they were made np. No 
mania Canada knows how they were 
made np. They were the result of a 
compromise, and I wish to remind tbe 
premier that Prince Eiward Island waa 
not represented at the conference of 
1887, neither waa British Colombia, 
hot they sent a statement. It waa 
stated to-night that British Columbia 
aeaented to Ibe enbsidiee granted in 
1837. It did not, snd haa not to this 
day. It to trne tt accepted what this 
parliament sgreed to give, hot it con 
tended that it waa entitled to more. 
Not a member from British Colombie 
• aa spoken on this subject, end we here 
the evidence of en election which wee 
held In tÉet province a month or six 
six weeks ago, as to what the feeling of 
the people there to. It ehowe that they 
are not satisfied with the enbeidiee pro
posed to be granted by the resolution. 
It his been stated by the premier thst 
It to not proper and not in the interests 
of confederation that any change should 
be made in the constitution without the 
consent of every province of this Dom
inion. I agree with the premier in that, 
bat I go a little farther, and I any that 
when two provinces object to a change 
to th# constitution, ea this to, It ahoald 
not be eerried Into effect When Brit 
Iih Columbia was granted • certain 
sem,#i#t waa oh#e*fag apart of her.

constitution ; when Prince Edward I>,- 
land was granted a certain earn that 
wae changing a pert of her constitution; 
so that yon are changing tbe constitu
tions of these provinces without the.r 
consent. It to true the premier, 
accompanied by one of hie eabi ■ 
net, was here end voted for the 
resolutions moved by the Premier, 
hot be had no aothority from the legis
lature of Prince Edward Island to doser. 
The authority that was given to him 
was a resolution passed by the legis
lature on the 9th of April lest which 
wae indirect contradiction to the vole 
he gave at that conference. That re- 
solntion provided (that there ehonld Le 
no dimininntion in the per capita sub
sidy to the province of Prince Edward 
Island ;bnt not withetsneing that, the 
Premier of Prince Edword Island end 
hie colleague voted at the conference 
for e diminution of the per capita 
amount end egreetiog that it should b r- 
baeed on tbe census of 1901. The prem
ier, knowing that there waa a great 
agitation in tbe province of Prince Ed
ward Island et tbe present time over 
thie matter, eed knowing that rueolu 
tione bed been passed by the nnam'o.- 
onr vote of tire legislature of the pro
vince, thought proper at the last mom 
tut to agree—and that wae ihe mean 
Ing of the amendment the right bon. 
gentlemsn moved—that Prince Edward 
Island should accept tbe rate which she 
bad under the resoltions of 1873, end 
nnder which ebe had been paid on the 
maximum population of 1891. Tbe 
right hon. gentleman haa done whet in 
right for the people of Prince Edwarl 
Island ; they were entitled to thet; bat 
I wonld ask him to go a little farther 
and loock into the financial position of 
that province. It ie his doty to do 
that.

It is pot tie -duty to leave that to 
fonrorfive premiers (cf the other pro
vinces, who know nothing of the finan
cial condil ion of Prince Edward 1 land. 
It is the duly of tbe premier and tbe 
Finance Minister to look into the fin
ances of each province which receives 
benefits from the Dominion. Whet is 
the condition of affaire in Australia 7 
That Commonwealth granted two thirds 
of its revenue to the different provinces 
where»» we do not grant more than a 
seven and one half part. Today there 
is collected in coeloms and excise 
over $60,500,000. Onr share of thet 
amounts to $1,260,000. It bee been 
elated here that we only get something 
like $600,000. That may be e little 
under the mark hot that is about the 
amount, 80 that, so far aa Prince Ed
ward Island to concernedjend according 
to the statement of Mr. McBride, Prem
ier of British Celombls, theee two smell 
psovincee are paying a great deal more 
to the government ol Canada in cus
toms end excise then they receive. 
This to unfair. There ehonld be a fair 
amount paid, these province». Ie 
bee been elated by the hen. 
member for Halifax (Mr. Roche) 
that the provinces by tbe eee do not pey 
e fair portion of the faxes, that Ontario 
haa borne the burden in tbe peat and 
will In the fotnre. I do cot agee with 
Mm. Where do the people of Prince 
Edward tolend, Nova Scotia end New 
Brunswick gel their goods? In Mon- 
treal end Toronto. Tbe duties ere paid 
In Montreal and Toronto and are eredit- 
to the provinoee of Quebec and Ontario, 
but the people of tbe maritime provinoee 
pey theee duties eventually. I think 
Mr Speaker an it to nearly three o’clock 
when honret folks ehonld be to their 
bed, I shall «oaetotl» nay remark».


