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HE Trades Hall was ecrowded to the
doors on Sunday last when over one
hundred of the trades unionists of the
city gathered together to disenss the ad-
visability of forming a Regina branch of
the Independent Labor Party of Canada.
Thos. M. Molloy, President of the
Regina Trades amd Labor Council was
voted to the chair, and in a brief but
stirring speech outlined the object of the
meetmg and urged the necessity of form-
mgu branch of the Labor Party in Re-
gina in order to educate the workers to
look after their own interests instead of
leaving it in the hands of those

adian Who had little in common with
f‘. them and who were too busy
themselves to

looking after
the ~ working

trouble aboat -

Party

classes, :

There was a notion abroad, he said,
that the proposal to start an mdependent'
labor party in the province was u straight
political move. [t was not, however, so
much a political as an educational move.
There would be no need to put up inde-
pendent candidates. There was plenty of
room for work from their standpoing in
.. _eonnection with the municipal adminis-
tration of Regma itself. At the present
time all the city’s work was being done
“ by contractors aud working mien should
orgumze and have a say in what was
going on,

I’ou'neu. OvrLook i

Tcnucln on the larger questi

nﬁ'beﬁ;gud Dbmtmg: ]lﬁ‘ﬁos%
chairman said that so far as the local
legislature was concerned, labor had no
ground for complaint. - What little they
had asked for they had got and altogether
they had received good treatment.

But with regard to the ‘Dominion
House it was a very different proposition.
Sir Wilfrid had praetically ignored the
labor men of Canada over the Asiatic
question, Up to the present time the
claims of Labor had been fully reccgnized
in the Provincial House, but such was not
the case in the House of Commons at
Ottawa. In his opinion the time had
come for laboring men to throw off all the
old **isms’’ and stand for independent
labor. Let them rid themselves of old
party ties and support the party which
they could get the most out of.

Lavor Must OreaNisk

Hugh Peat, secretary of the Trades
Council, then explained something of the
working and objects of the Canadian
Labor party of which it was proposed to
form a local branch and whose political
creed was summed up in the follomng
sixteen planks :

1. Fre® compulsory education.

2. Legal working day of eight hours
and six days a week.

3. Governmeunt inspection of all indas-
tries.

4. The abolition of the contract sys-
tem on all pubhe works,

5. A minimum living wage based on
' l_ml conditions.

6. Public .ownership of all franchises,
such as mhuyn, telegraphs, waterworks,

i :
%lril reform by lessening taxation on
mdultnu and increasing it on \Jnnd
_values. '
8. Abolition of the Senate.
. 9. Exclusion of the Chinese.
10, A union label to be pluced on all
- manufactured goods, where practicable,
and on all govem:mm and mm;icipnl

W children |

Tt

12. Abolition of property qualification
for publie offices.

13. Voluntary arbitration of labor dis-
putes.

14. Proportional representation with
grouped constituencies and abolition of
municipal wards.

15. Direct legislation through the initia-
tive and referendum.

16. Prohibition of prison labor in com-
petition with free labor.

A Necrssary CorrECTIVE

If there was room in Canada for two
great parties occupied with solely looking
after their own interests,-there was room,
urged Mr. Peat, for a third and it was up
to the labor men to form that third party
whose function it would be to act as a
healthy corrective of the other two. What
had either of the two existing parties
done for Labor? It had invariably been
a'question of the spoils going to the vic
tors, whether Liberals or Conservatives
were in power,

Almost every piece of legislation that
had been enacted in the interests of work-
ing men had been brought about by the
few devoted workers for labor at Ottawa,
and not by either of the political powers
already existing.

He referred to the recent Convention
of the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion, andealled attention to the fact that
whilst they were agitating there for a
tariff as high as Haman’s Gallows to pro-
tect theu- own interests they advocated

‘of the
of labor—protection for the capitalist but
no protection for the toiler was their
motto--and yet the working men had
been foolish enough in the past to vote
for such as these and expect better results.
In the future it would be the daty of the
working men of Canada to look after
themselves.

Referring to the fact of the meetings
being held on Sunday, the speaker
touched upon the relationship between
Labor and the church. He believed that
.if some of the church dignitaries would

step down from their pulpits and speak to
them as men to men, the world wounld be
a deal better than it was. The

largely humanitarian and the protection
of women and children formed one of its
chief activities, The condition of affairs
which existed in the McDonald tobaceo
factories at Montreal, was such as should
not be tolerated; but that such conditions
were possible was largely the fanlt of the
working men in sending men to Parlia-
ment who were too busy looking after
their own interests to have any time left
to devote to the working men. One of
the ogolitical parties, it did not matter
which, must be got to adopt the Labor
platlorm until the Labor party was strong
enough to stand alone.
Nzep ror Epvcarios

James D. Simson, the secretary-treus-
urer of the Typographical union said that
the time had come to educate working
men how to vote. Like the capitalists,
the working men should look after their
own interests. The time was ripe in Sas-

katchewan for the formation olnoh a

for all elasses ¢ giving

object of the Canadian Labor party was |

every year with bulging pockets, whilst
the working men and tax payers of the
ity received anything from $1.75 to $2.25
aday. Further, the badsanitary arrange-
ments in the city boarding hounses would
bear inyestigation, while with the ap-
intment of a proper building inspector,
e believed that several accidents would
have been prevented.

Avr Taey DxservED

T. Martin (a connéetion of *‘Fighting
Joe Martin'"), said -that he thought the
working men had got all that was coming
to them. They gvere in the majority at
the polls, but had no representatives to
defend their interests in the House.
Working men had behaved like asses and
naturally had been treated like asses.
They had been for too long willing to sell
their votes for a cigar, a glass of whisky
or a 5 bill. At election time they were
always looking for the ¢¢ long :
With Labor properly organized in ﬁeina.
whichever party did not properly endorse
their platform must certainly be defeated.
Let working men fight fot bread and but-
ter and righteousness rather than for
Liberalism or Conservatism at the ballot
boxes. If Labor once put its shoulders
to the political wheel, the Government at
Ottawa would never forget it.

H.- Roller, of Winnipeg, enthusiasti-
cally urged the formation of a local Labor

arty. He was present in the city on
ednesday and had witnessed a grand
torch-light procession and attended a
great meeting in the rink. But what did
it all amount to ! . Party men were aceus-
tomed to going on the platform and prom-
wsing the workingmen everything, but

last Wednesday a great banner which
proclaimed the fact that the lands and tho
minerals were ‘‘ours,”’ and that ‘we’
would get them. Who would get them ?
They might be sure of ome thing—it
would not be the working men of this
country.

Resorurion Passep v

T. W. Turner and Messrs. McLean and
Surtees having also briefly addressed the
meeting in favor of erganization, the fol-
lowing resolution was unanimouslycarried:

“ That we, the working men of Regina,
take steps for the formation of a Regina
branch of the Independent Labor party.”

Evecorion or O¥ricErs

The following officers were then duly
elected : Chairman, Hugh DPeat; vice-
chairman, Thomas M. Molloy; recording
and corresponding secretary, James D.
Simson; financial secretary, Mr. Surtees.

The newly-elected chairman then took
the chair, and in a short speech congratu-
lated those present on the action they had
just taken, He briefly referred to the
answer Sir Wilfrid Laurier sent to the
delegates at the Trades Congress in Win-
nipeg on the Asiatic question, and ex-
pressed the hope that by a vigorous edu-
cational campaign the decision of Con-
gress with regards to that reply would be
well carried out and that the electors of
Saskatchewan- would be fully prepared at
the next general election to give Sir Wil-
frid his reply at the polls.

The meeting then adjourned till Sun-
day next, when the next meeting of the
party will be held and the necessary steps
taken to secure speakers and lecturers to
assist in the”educational propcgand- of

the partj i
Yk

R. J. Keir Hardie, the British Labor
leader gives a few general impres -

sions of his visit to Canada. He frankly

states that the whole truth has been any-

thing bat toldwicbugudtothoeondi-

1 ﬁmiof mplogmnt in Cmdu by tbo

. Success in a new conntr)

them.-wothing.- He had moticed | will fiot turn his hand to anything that - ’

resources, the modern toat is eqnall)
gmlt_v of snppreaem%thﬁ truth in
Keir another directiom e draws at-
Hardie tention to the fact that wages are
« ' yhigher compared with those in
England, and the chances are better for a
man to improve his position. These ad-
vantages are inseparably connected with
the building up of a new country. But
he also points out that the chances are.
that the emigrant will have to put ap with
conditions of life that he would not toler-
ate at home. He noticed, as all visitors
from the Old Country must notice, the
unpopularity of the Englishman in Canada.
This he attributes to his natural propensity
for grumbling and to his conservative
notions and ancient prejudices, and to his
unwillingness to adapt himself to new con-
ditions.  Mr. Hardie makes special refer-
ence to the Londoner, who wants the
same kind of house that he had in Seven
Dials, and the same conditions and the
same arrangements so far as his work is
concerned that he has been used to at
home, and any departure from which he
looks upon as ignorance on the part of
the Colonials whom he has to come to in-
struct. This naturally engenders a feel-
ing of antipathy towards him with the
result that his repeated importunities be-
come a source of nuisance to all with
whom he comes in contaet,

Needless to say, there are many excep-
tions to this generalization, and amongst
farmers the Yorkshireman or the Cum-
berland dalesman is as welcome as the
Scotsman; but of the existence of the fact
there is no manner of doubt whatever,

Now, adaptability is a first essential to
The man who

offers had better stay at home. This is
particularly so at present, where in nearly
every town in Canada there is an over-
supply of labor. Emigration is pouring
men into the country more rapidly than
the market can absorb them, and with
every passing year the difficulty of at.
once stepping into a job and a bit of land
is increasing. 1 met a young Bradford-
ian at Calgary, an engineer with certifi-
cates and credentials galore, who had
been five months in the country, and whe,
when I saw him was cleaning privies,
and glad of the job. Mr. W. R. Trotter,
of the Typographical Society, met a
young -Aberdonian at the same place, a
stonemason, one of a gang of sixty men
engaged in drain cutting. An analysis of
the occupations of the sixty showed that
twenty were stonemasons, six were car-
penters, one was & baker, one a draper,
four were bricklayers, and two were
plumbers, These were all men who had
been lured out by florid advertisements,
but who had been unable up to then to
find work at their trade, though many of
them had been in the country for months,
At Winnipeg things were even worse,
that city being a sort of clearing-house -
for the West, and there, as a consequence,
a great many men got temporarily stranded
We are really at a loss to know what
the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association
have been doing to allow the truth to leak .
out concerning the gxlt-edged opportuni-
ties for work in the large cities of Canada.
Mr. Hardie's article on his Canadian in-
préssions will go a long way towards pat-
ting the emigration touts out of business
for some time to come. With a’total
of 34 skilled artisans employed in the

elevating task of cutting drains out of a

total number of 60 employed, and with

those facts authenticated by a trusted -
loader of labor in Great Britain, it will

to nppolnt even smoother

gontry than the Louis Leopolds in Great

itain to the good work of

luring unfortunates to O:nlds to hdp o
“swell the ranks ofum

R




