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(From bd.turda:» s Daily)
CHAPTER XXI.

The Return to the Valley
The Indians of the valley were
morning tasks in
front of the teepees, the women
making and mending clothes and St.
Jean Bateese, showing the boys how
to wind the grip of a bow, whei,
without warning, the haggard white
man and white woman rose over the
edge of the green slope.

The Indians dropped their work
and broke into loud exclamations,
which brought Nahnya quickly out
of one of the teepees.

She silenced them peremptorily.

Nahnya herself betrayed nothiug.
She approached Ralph and Kitty
with a hard and accusing face and
waited for their ‘axplanation.

Despair made Ralph as callous-
seeming and as laconic as Nahnya
herself.

“The white men know about this
place,” he said abruptly. “Joe Mixer
and his party. They are on their way
here. I came to warn.you.”

Nahnya's mask was unbroken,

“How many?” she asked. !

‘“Three white men and a native.”

‘“Who told them?’’ she asked ae-
cusingly.

Ralph looked away.

“It was I told them,” cried Kitty
auickly and tremulously. She felt as
if she were being ground to pieces
between this stony pair.

‘“They tortured him to get it ont
of him! Look at him! He can scarce-
1y stand. You would have teld themn
yourself.”

“He tell you?” asked Nahnya r>-
morselessly.

Kitty’s voice began to escape fr(fn
her ¢ontrol.

‘“He -was out of his ‘head,” sho
caid. “It was when he first came,
iold you that. He told wme in his
fever. He didn’t know what he was
saying.”

Ralph turrned on Kitty.

“I didn’t bring yon here to de-

fend me,” he said harshly.

This was the last straw. hitt.'
turned from them and wept bitterly. |
Neither Nahnya nor Ralph'regarded
her.

Nahnya said dully: “What matter
who tell? It come, anyway. Always
I know that.”

“Thieire’ was '@ Silehée, broken oniy
by Kitty struggling to master her
sobs. Nahnyva studied the groun:i
with a line hetween her brows, and
Ralph looked at Nahn}a

‘“What are }ou going to do?’” he
asked finally.

Nahgya flung up her head.

“Fight!”” she said.

Ralph’s dull eyes brightened.

“We pulled the bridge over to
this side of the hole after we eross-
ed it,” he said eagerly.

She nodded brief approval.

“It will take them time to bring
logs to make another. I will think
all to do. You take some rest.”

Nahnya ‘issued her orders, and
Ahahweh took Kitty in chatge. St
Jean Bateese led Ralph to his teepez
and Marya came and dressed his
shouider, and made a sling for his
arm.

They left him to qleep but Ralph
lay watching through the teepee op-
ening; and when he saw Nahnya

start off in the direction oi the cave
with a rifle under her arm, he fol-
lowed.

Nahnya ordered him to
““They not co.ne long time yet; may-!

can’t fire agun. Get . your sleep

‘““There’s no use talking about 1t
Ralph said 3tubbornly.

Nahnya shrugged and went on.

Kitty was likewise on the watch.
She followed a  little way after
Ralph. Nahnyva frowned, but saidjf
nothing.

Nahnya took up her post on the
rocks above the entranece to the cave
She told Ralph coldly that she had |

return. $

“"'—* Auﬂmdv-ekcmr

! decided to make her;gtand here. He:
approved it; her enemies:must issue
one by one into the daylight below,

She had armed St. Jean Batsese|.

and Charley with rifles, she said,
and the two boys had their hows and
arrows. They were all coming di-
rectly with blankets, food, and am-
munition sufficient for a siege, if
required.

They prepared for a long wait.

Ralph . sat down in the grass a .
little 1removed from Nahnya and -

bowed his head on his knees. BRBv
and by he fell over like an inani-
mate object and slept as he lav.
Kigty sat still further away, like an
humbla - dependent.

She nursed her knees and stared
over the valley with tear-stained,
lack-luster eyes.

Ralph was awakenad by a sharp
exclamation from Nahnya. She had
raised and pointed the gun, but heid
her fire. Xitty knelt in the grass
with her hands pressed over Lev
ears, terrified in prospect by the ex-
pected shot.

Iph ran to the edge of the
Rockg and looked over. Philippe
Boisvert had just issued out of tho
cave. He held his hands over his
head and came climbing up the
rocks in that attitude.

Arrived within a dozen yards, th2
half-breed began to speak eagerly in
Cree. His eyes burned on Nahnya
strangely. At the sound of his voice
surprise broke through the mask of
her face.

“‘Philippe!’”’ she murmured.

A flame ol jealousy made Ralph’s
cold breast alive again. He -had

A thought he was past all feeling.

“What is he saying?” he demand-
ed to know.

Nahnya’s eyes were troublad,

“I know him,” she murmured.
“From a long time ago. He is the
boy I talk with at the mission
sgchool.””

The half-breed continued hig im-
passioned plea, and Nahnya was
clearly not unmoved by it. Philippe
was a handsome young creature, and
| the fire of his feelings was seen:-
ingly an honest fire.

Ralph ground -hig "tzeth. Kitty
creeping closer and - searching
Ralph’s face. betraved a weflection
of his jealously in her own.

Nahnya seon recovered from her
surprise,

“Speak Euglish,” she cnmmanded =

Philiop2 coldiy:

Ralph’s heart was lightened. The
half-breed bent an offensive scowl
on him and his lips eurved into 2
sneer. Ralph’s returning look wes
identical.

I‘hilippe told his tale wigh a swag-
ger.

“Joe Mixer hire me at the Portags
to mak® a trip. I don’t know what
for, I don’ care. 1 go for fun, ’causes
he got plrenty w’isky. Bam-bye he
say-he after Nahnya Crossfox..I lak
to kill him then, but I say not’ing for

‘cause I want to know where Nahn-

ya Crossfox is. Seven year I look
for her. She is promise to me.”

: “Promisg2d!!’ cried Ralph, turning
to .Nahnya. with stermy brows..

“It-was & child’s promise,”” she
said coolly. (‘He soon forget it, and
T soon forget it.”'

Philippe launched into Cren again,
protesting’ energetically’ Nahnya in-

{ terrupted ‘him in the same language.

Her eyes flashed,) Under' the last of
her tongue the young man quailed.
“Now “speak English,” ‘she said

imperiousl
be not till to-morrow. An,.'way ou’ o o

“I help Joe to chase the doctor,”

Philippe” went on’ sulkily, “because
the doctor know where Nahnya is.
Las’ night I find out where she is
and ¥ am through with Joe, but 1
bring himh down the river (o sell him
good ~“I hatv all white men. When
we come to the other side the moun-
tain I say to Joe: ‘You wait here,
and I go spy out the way. I com.
back soon,” Joe say; ‘All right.

“He think I am his friend. He is
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pointing  at . Ralph—"if - he - bring
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The dark girl had the bearing

Philippe continued; ,m.,

f them two can go, Hef ™=
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o her father,” he said.
Nahn said- pothing./
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