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which Bill stands thus, a Bill intituled
“ an Act to regulate the performance
of Statute Labonr on the Highways, and

to suspend an Act made and passed in -

the.35th yesr of the late King, intituled
an Act to alter and amend the High
Road Laws.

On Motion, the House, resalved itself. |

wuto a Committee of the whole House, to *

take into consideration the state of the
Militia Law, o
Mr. Bpeaker lefl the Chair,

Mr, M‘Gregor'took the Chair of the -

Commities,
M. Speaker resumed the Chair,
Mr. M‘Gregor Chairman of the Com-
mitte 1eported, That the Committee had
agreed that the following Address be
presented to his Exqellex,_l.ciy the Lieut.
Governot on the subject, w
and 15 as follows :

[ tagte

rich 'was read |

«To s, E.r‘cc‘{g;qyfgo{o}qu Jonn READY,

Licutenqnt Gouernor qud Commander in

"Chief, in and over. ?I is Majesty's Island

Prince Edward, and the Territories

thereunto adjacent, Chancellor and Vice

Admiral of the same, &c. &c. &c.
« May it please your Excellency,

“ HE Hopsg of Assembly having ta-
I key inta consideratiop the state
of the Mililia Law, beg leave to sub.
{pit to your Excellency’s  cousideration
the following observatigns thereon. 0
‘ «That t};is Jaw was passed at an
9};!-;5' neriod afver the commeycement of
on Colonial Government in 1780, du-
xing the existepqe of 3 general war, and
the revoly of glﬁ North American Pro.
vinces, now the United States, and had
long fallen intp disuse and become obso:
lete, other Laws of a temporary nature,
beipg fram time, to time, cnacted on the
samg subject, which owing to the fre-
quent iunterruption aud long suspensions
of the. Colonial .Legislature, have been
suffered £o. expire ;1 subsequent to which
this Law wasagain resorted toby-the Co-
lonialGayerpment, and under its authoria
ty, the Island, bas syffered great incoave.
nience and loss, without its being of the
smallest value in promoting -the object
far. which it has. been brauglit forward,
.23 aur Militia ngw, is, and long . has been
n the most ipefficient state, dnd: mostly
withont srms, or any idea of Military
.discipling and is_truly. ., paper Militia,
not for. want. of loyaliy, spirit; or zeal,
but becapse its management andithe in-
stitntion ajtogether has long heeri i the
hands of persons entirely. unequal to.the
services which they have -updertaken.;
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while the individuals' enrolled therein
have often been’ subject to injuries and
oppressions of the most vexatious nature,
and wuch more frequently called upon
to sucrifice valuable and protluctive time
to the object of attending Militia meet-
ings than is comnron among our fellow
subjects in the neighbouring Colonies; to
whych may, he -added, that they were
{or' a considerable time called upon and
harrassed with mounting Militia guards
and watching and warding at their ogn
expence, in a time of profound peace,
without the existeneg u{ auy disturnance
or the appearance of any thing of the
kind in the Colony! . Lo

x -

«That this ineflicient Militia which has
for, many years.nof made, the smallest
progress in acquinng ang knowledge .of
the yse. of arms hag npvertheless heen very
expensive. to the Ppbligiin:the pay and
allowances of the "Adjutant General,
Adjutanigyand ‘Clérks of Battalions, with
the cost.of" povigens. sipplied for: &
Militia Guard, insthe Town for, 3 ‘consit
derable timre, the total arhouns of-eii‘pe‘mi
diture on the: ‘Militia sinte the last - Sest
sion appeats.by .the PublicAccounts ot
our table to De. abouts £1000, a 'sam
which we are confident niight have been
much better given to th€individuals whio
received it, as 2 grafuityt,s than to pertirig
them to interfere withandimpede everly
year the productive Labour cfithe!Gohn-
try, by meetings and musterings. whieh
really. answeredifio other object Itliaf
giving.a colour €0l this useless'expeénthf
tare. ,- Lol Ala o et i AYE

« Under all these circumstancés] witha
out any idea of intdrfering. dnl the
smallest degree with yonr Exdelieney's
anthority on tlie subject, we think! it dﬁf
duty on behalf of the Colony;’ to Fecosti-
mend that theisual:meetings of: the Mi.
litinmay Be discontinueddfor the préséat
year, unless imtases, wherd your "Exgels
lency may wish:to iispeepitie -diffeleiie
corps in your progressthrough thq,lsl?pd;
when'we trust that your Excéllency'wilk
see abundant proofy of ‘thé“l'\oyalt‘y?fééﬁq
good feeling which prevails’iv:the Co-
loay ; and we ‘pledge’ ourfelves “thdt at
the next megting 'of -tiié' Lémiblatoye] we
will-enter cordially with jfo{ii""giiiéilénﬁ 7
into the -Considefatibii® of'the suljelf,
and endeavour with' youi valiable "and
extensive cxperience; ta' ddupt afid'éilict
sucly Laws and il{égu]iztio't‘)‘s:* 45 ey be
required to-give!’ the Colotiy“ain’ efficient
aud.serviceable' Militia, -7 5002 0

In the medn time, we! ‘)hdpéi“that"ymit
Excellency’ will not' pefmit any: unnes
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