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6 APPENDIX No. 27.—ELECIRIC TELEGRAPH.

o SIRFE Roanna '1‘0 Sm E. LUGARD
! (COPY‘.)*' . ‘ . . ‘ L
o , Dowmnq Streez,
272% August 186"

511\,

I am dnocted by the Duke of Newcastlo to enclose to you tor the
~ consideration of Sir G. Lewis, co%)y of an Act which has been passed by the .
Legislature of Nova Scotis, entitled, “ An Act to authorize the construction
“of a line of Electric Telegraph, for \Ilhtary Purposcs, from thfm\ to thc -
- Boundary Line of New Brunswick.” ‘
It appears that this Act has been passed at the desire of the W
! Dopmrtment for. reasons, which (considering that' the existing chctrlc
- Telegraph Company is in the hands of an. Amenca.n Companv)‘ are
: suﬁlclently obvious. ‘
- Strong representations have been nmdc to the Duke of N ewcastle from :
- various qumtels on behalf of the Company, who view this Act as an
infringement of their rights. . The Dulke of Newcastle does not 50 view it.

 He conmlers the Act one luch the Legislature was justified in passing, at -

the desire of Her Majesty’s Govcmment, and if 8ir G. C. Lew1s desires it
" he will advise that it should be ronfirmed by Her Majesty. |
‘ But His Grace has received a lotter from 'a. Director of the Company, of
~ which a copy is enclosed, and which, as it. appcms to him, may possibly -
. furnish the. basis of an arrangement, as convemcnt or m01e s0, to Her,
Mgjesty,s Government as that. which is embodied in the the Colonial Act. |
He thevefore transmits as well the Act itself as Mr. Dickey's letter, and
* requests to be informed whether Sir G. C. Lewis would desire ‘that Mr..
Dickey should be referred to him, with a view to considering an arrange- '
ment. on the basis of his letter, or that the Act should be:at’ once confirmed.
‘The Company are adverse to ‘the ‘confirmation of the :Act, not so much,
they allege, in itself as on dccountof the. prccedent wlnch 1t m'\y furmsh
for the establishment of rival Companies. i
. The Act, if allowed at all, must be allowed w1thm three )emn of 1t=‘ |
pausmg, that 1s, of the 12th of Apul 1862. ; ‘ : :
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‘T am directed by Secxetfuv Sir Grem ey Lcms to- acknowkdnc tho rwupt ¥
of your letter, dated the 27¢h ultimo, 1 ansmitbing the copy of an’ At which

' has been passed by the Lemslatme of Nova : §cot1'1, “to: authorlzo the -

construction of a line of Electric Telegraph; for Military: Pur poses; fr0m X
Halifax to'the- Boundm*y Line ofNew Brunswick,” together with tlie copy
- of a letter from Mr. chkcy, Director of tho Nm ) Scom Dlectrlc Telcgraph,‘{ :
Company-on the same subject.” 1. T
In veply, I am to request that you will smte to the Duke of N ewcastlof l

that this "Act will doubtless. be  of: great use;if not mchspcnsa,ble, ‘in,'the! +

cevent of its being determined at any ‘time "hereafter to construct a- separ'ztc, ‘
telegraph for Mﬁltaly purposes; and ‘although Her Majesty's Government
has, “for the reasons stated in my letter of the 14th May last, abandoned the -
intention ‘which it professed of laying -down: such a lme, 1t may eV 1‘thel S
he: adv1sable that the Act should bc conﬁ1med S e B




