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" jgom THE PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN.)
|~ g Mission of the Dew-Drop.
At evening's prnsive, quict hour,
When all is bushed and still,
gave the cheerfu! warble of the bird,
Aed rippling (-!'r"!l;c rill ;

When Sol has veil'd his glowing Leams,
Apd Luna's chastened light,
pﬂ“—ml on the flowing stream,
Renders it clear and bright; i
|
Wiew glistening 1o their high abode,
Gemming tbeir lofty sphere,, |
Seeming 10 speak their Maker's praise, |
The twinkling stars appear;  ° !

When © Natare's Jewel” folds its cup, r
And bows its oy head ; i
When man has rested from his toil,

And hfe's chief cares bhave fled ;

Then comes the litile Dew-drop forth,
Jis mission 10 fulfi ;

T gladden and revive the flower,
And keep it fragrant siill—

To moisten and improve the soil,
That it may yield its seed,

And fornish food for man and beast,
In every Leur of necd,

Apdthouzh it is at morning's dawn,
Eshal’d by solar power,

Jis influence remains to bless,
EoricLing soil) and tlower.

Asd bave we not a missioh too ¥
To weey with 1bose who weep ;
Tojoy when thore around vs J9Y,
And ihus God's precepts keep? |
- {

To case the sorrows— cheer the heart,
When other friends giow cold

Aod scatrer blessings round our path,
Like plentcous showers of gold !

That when in life’s eventful u'rﬁw-‘,
We bear no mere A part, |

Our names way live, deeply enshrined,
In wany a grateful heart, /

| THERESE,

Chatham. |

The Father of Captain Hedley
Vicars. .

Ii the followers of John Wesley drink
into hi~ spirit, they are little influenced by
parrow sectarianism.  [le had an eminently
catbolic sprrit. In Lis zeal to do good to
the souls o men, he stayed not to ask their
creed ; it was enough for Lim to know that
they were sinners, in danger of perishing.
Rejoicing in » free Gospel, he offered salva-
ton alike to ali, whether Catholie or Pro-
\estant, Epizcopabian or Nonconformist,
With teeling- of huliowed thankfulness
10 the God of all grsce, mumbers have read
ibe towehing and beautiful ** Memorials of
(‘spain Hedley Vicars.” Never, perbaps,
since the publication of the Life of Colonel
Gardicer, bus a record appeared showing so
completely that v man may be an earnest and
devoat Cliristian, wlhile Le loses none of the
qualities neecssary to make hima good soldier
inthe causc of an earthly Sovereign. To the
resders of this Mugazine it cannot be unin-
teresting g learn & tew particulars not yet
made pubi{c. Captain Vicars was a consci-
entions Churchman ; but much of the good
mstruction he had aeceived in youtb, and
the very clear views of the plan of salva-
‘tion which his letters show him to bave en-
,\o{cd, muy be traced, with every proba- |
bility, to u M thodist source.
In the interval between the Conferences
of 1815 and 1316, the late Rev. George
Cubitt was requested to leave the Brighton
Circuit, in. which he was then labouring,
and oo as a Missionary to Newfoundland.—
Oa arriving there, he was stationed at St.
Jobn's, where he soon became acquainted
~ with Lieutenant Richard Jobn Viears, the
officer commanding™ ibe corps of Royal Ea-
gineers then stationed in the island. The
Lieutenant wa< of Spanish extraction, and
his ancestors Liad for several generations
resided in Ireland, where his father possess-
#d considersble property. He had beéen
trained in a strictly Calvinistic theology ;
but about this time he unhappily inclined to
. trious doubts with respect to the doctrines
of Christianity.  Iow the acquaintance
between the sceptical officer and the Me-
thodist Missiunary commenced, does not at
(is distance of time appear. But erelong
they heid deeply interesting conversations
and discussions on the truth of Christianity,
wd the evidences of its Divine origin. By
the blessing of God upon these conversa-
tions, Licuienant Vicars was led (o study
and ‘In\'r:(l::"lhf the matter {or himself, and
i time pecarie thoroughly convinced of the
trath of that system which be had been dis-
posed to call in qv)rslion. Nn_\', more than
this; he specd:ly felt the necessity of a per-
inteie~t in Christ, and sought and
Wund the peace which passeth all under-
tauding. He now joined the communion
of the Metliodists, and became a regular
attendant o t!.e ministrations of Mr. Cubitt,
the late Rev. John Bell, and such other
Missionaries, from various parts of the island,
% oceasionally visited St. Jobn’s.  This
tnduct on hiz part contributed largely to
the induence of the then infant Wesleyan
%wse. |n the circle in which he moved he
zealous in confessing and defending
U faith of Christ; availing himself of op-
Prtanities, afforded by his gosition, of intro-
ing the subject of vital Yeligion in com-
Maies where it is but little known. He
"Wried his attention to the state of the sol-
under his- command, ana by God's
ing was made eminently useful to them.
¢ caused a room to be fitted up in the
acks for preaching; and often was he
declaring to ener agdiences of his
?“he glad tidings ol salvation through
s Christ.  On one evening in the week
u-s(_‘:ubiu and Mr. Beil regularly preached
Vi l'!ml-Hnll, (the name of Lieutenant
e 8 station,)—where, in a short time, a
'®ly was formed, and more than eighty
€rs were united in church-fellowship.
At bis time there resided in St. John's a
l“llem?n of the name of Williams, a devout
ferious Churchman, but po bigot. It
:?d“ ::l delight, and that of his excellent
Aod family, to' show most affectionate
h“‘“) to the Wesleyan Missionaries.—
L::" the acts of kindness which Mr.
Cubiut received from them during

0%al

came acquainted wiilh Joseph Butterworth,

{ Rev. Mr. Cotterill, one of the many excel-

[ tield has been blessed during the last half-

‘Church,

| which I was very ready to do. [ have been

heightened as it was by the almost total

destruction of St. Joan’s by fire at the com- |
| mencement of one of the inclement winters | filled with love, I shall then better show ' i i
¢ . i ove, and closed each tomb with a tablet, bearin
o; hevfocndlmq, and the calamitous sequel : forth the praises of God, and adorn the doc- | an inscription, and not unfrequentl reu‘ef
| of & severe famine. In the bosom of this | trine of the Goepel by a holy conversation %

Christian family many happy hours were
spent by Mr. Cubitt and his attached friend
Lieutenunt Vicars; anl the intimacy, on

and no ordinary promise,
The severity of the ciimate having affect-

late in the year 1818, to return to this
country. In 1819 Lieutenant Vicars was
called home with his detachment; and he
returned to Eongland, having previously
been united in marriage to Miss Williams.
Not being immediately ordered upon active
service, he now turned his thoughts to the

| mouth speaketh.”

{ When my heart is more
emptied of sin

and the worid, and more,

| We are going on very well. I believe we
Im enjoy your sweet hymn 222, « How
bappy, gracious Lord, are we,” &c. The

'

{ the part of the lauter, r:pened into warm |day “ glides,” indeed, “ im tib! ”
. affection for one of Mr. Willums's daugh- | too short for the work ; hl:ev:“gefolnzsa;:.’;
ters, a young lady of deep religious feeling | Well, in a few* more years, we

{ e shall have
| arrived along the stream of time at the ocean
of blessed eternity ! !iaste, happy day ! = *

| ed Mr. Cubitt’s health to an extent from ! If you ever feel incli t
which he never recovered, he was compelted, | 4 oollongloecempelinel g B %o

lectures upon cermon-writing, I shall be
glad (o reccive them from one who has bad

will be welcowe.  So, you perceive, 1 have
given you an opportanity of doing a good
work. 1 am sometimes, nay, often much
gmwed under a sense of my many de-

ministry of the Gospel ; aad there is r
for believing that he entertained the idea of
becoming a Wesleyan Missionary, He be-

Esq.; and on one occasion, after dining with
that eminent man, he accompanied him to a
Missionary Meeting in Great Queen-street
chapel, London. Lieutenant Vicars pro-
posed one of the Resolutions, and entered
into a detailed account of the Newfoundland
Mission. Hé subsequently resided for a
few weeks in Berkshire, where he occasion-
ally occupied the pulpit of a pious Indepen-
dent Minister, to whom he had been for
some time known. Bat, as it did not seem
likely that he would be svon required again
for duty, it occurred to bim that, without
resigning his commission, he would place
himself under the care of some Clergyman
of the Established Church, and enter upon
a course of study which might fit him for
college, if his way should open in that direc-
tion. He corresponded with Mr. Cabitt
about one or two excellent wen then in
Yorkshire, and floally determined, by his
friend’s advice, to place himself with the

lent Clergymen with whose ministry Shet-

century. For some little time after his
removal to Sheffield, he stayed in the house
of Mr. Johnson, uutil he could find a resi-
dence suitable ta his wishes; and he is still
remembered with affection by the surviving
members of that family. Lieutenant Vicars
remained under Mr. Cotterill's care for
several mouths, and then entered his name
at St. John’s College, Cambridge.

An extract or two from his letters, referr-
ing to this important period of his life, will
show him to have been a man of unaffected
simplicity and true godliness, free from all
sectarian prejudi¢e.  Already, indeed, we
have found Lim speaking at a Methodist
Missionary Meeting, and preaching to an
Independent congregation at the time when
he was'meditating orders in the Established

Twyford, Berks., January 18th, 1820.

My pEAR FRIEND,—Your letter, just
received, has given us great pleasure ; and,
a3 you hold out the hope of another, I lose
no time in replying to it, though (as you
supposed) we are rather unseitled. ® © ©
Since 1 wrote to you I bave been introduced
o Mr. Butterworth, We are to dine with
him on the 24th. There is to be a Mission-
ary Meefing at Great Queen-street chapel
in the evening, and he wishes me to tell the
people about the Newfoundland Mission,

at Mr. Wilberforce’s again, and had further
conversation about poor Newfoundland ;
and we hope when the Bishop of Gloucester
comes to town something wi]l be done. ® ©
Poor Mr. H——has had his troubles here:
a rich member of his congregrtion, disliking
his plain, faithful preaching, bas slandered
his character, to get him removed. He is a
good man, and Mrs. H. an excellent womaa.
We have no disputes, though he is as Cal-
vinistic as ever, and | am as decided as ever
in my objections to the peculiar tenets of
that system. * * * | wonder Mr. Bell did
not write about our wedding. Alll bave

,2‘. D ¥ t belp exclaiming, “ Who
is sulficient for these things?' This is a
comfort, however, that I can be as holy and
as devoted to God as anyone, though not
bonoured and blessed with the same gifts.—
Marianne and Louisa desire their love.
Believe we, yours in the Lord,
R. V.
Bananer Cross, Sunday, September, 1820.
My pEar Frienxp,—I hive been medi-
tating writing to you a long time, and even
commenced a sheet, but have finished noth-
ing. ®* ® ® Through mercy we are all in
good bealth. ® ® ® In epirituals, I suppose
we are much like other people, and have
our ups and downs. On the whole I am
kept in peace; and [ think this. is a great |
mercy, when oonnected with a clearer io- |
sight of the corrup'ion of my nature, which
bas not a little plagued me in this solitude.
My temptations lean a good deal to anxious
care respeciing my future life ; which, being
quite new, shows how sabile the adversary
is in accommodating his snares to our varying
eircumstances. Possibly you might hear of
the melancholy bereavement oar fumiiy has
suffered in the death of my second brother,
about two months ago. The eircumstances
of it were very unhappy ; for he only lived
thirty hours after & wound accidentally re-
ceived. He was, I believe, my poor
mother's favourite son. Poor youth! I had
not seen him for seven years; but the re-
membrance of his affectionate disposition,
and the tender recollections of childhood as-
sociated with his image, made me feel his
loss. We were in mourning for my uncle,
General Vicars, when this happened ; and
since that period we have heard of the death
of an aunt, a sister of my father’s. She
was well prepared for the change, which no
doubt was very glorious to her; for her life,
through sickness and disease, had been al-
most & martyrdom. Her patience and re-
signation were exemplary. For a week be-
fore her death she could obtain no relief from
extreme agony, save by means of opium:
but, finding that this stupefied ber, and in-
terrupted heavenly communiog, she refused |
to take any more, preterring any bodily
pain to the deprivation of such a comfort in
passing through the dark valley,—a beauti-
tul exemplification of the power of Christi-
anity. May we follow her, us she followed
Christ! ®* ® ® Marianne and Louisa desire
their love tc you and your wife.
Yours affectionately,
R. V.

For reasons into which it is needless to
inquire, it was finally decided that he should
retain bis commission ; and, being summon-
ed 10 resume the active duties of his profes-
sion, he went to the Isle of France, where

‘his son Hedley was afterwards born.—

While in the Mauritius, he deeply felt the
spiritual dedtitution by which be was sur-
rounded, and was mainly instrumental in
the establishment of a Wesleyan Mission to
that island.

On returning to this country, in 1833, he
received a military appoiutment at Mallin-
gar, Westmeath, Ireland, where he died,
still in the prime of manhood, in the year
1839, respected and beloved by all who
knew him. While on his death-bed, he

to say about it may be summed up ina
word,—t! was a Methodistical one. We |
were at the sacrament on the Sunday, love- |
feast on Monday, and married on Tuesday |
morning. . We had a breakfast for those |
who attended us at church, after which we |
were alone uutil the evening, when John |
Bell, and Mr. and Mrs. Walsh, and Mr. |
Pickavant came to tea, and we had ourl
bymns, &c.—Mr. and Mrs. Hyde desire |
their Christian regards to you and Mrs.
C. Believe me, dear Friend,
Yours very truly,
Ricaarp Vicars.

Banner Cross, (mear Sheffield,) Sundcy,
three o'clock, May Tth, 1820.

you will not expect a long lewter. Indeed |
must confess my selfishness, that 1 write
more in the bope of procuring a reply than
from any particular inclination [ fuel at pre- !
sent to commit my ideas to paper. lam|
ot always in the humour for scribbling, and
of late less so than ever; and I have some-
times thought that Satan makes use of this
as a peculiar temptation. hscarcely ever
write a letier but I am acéused by the ad-
versary of eitber writing more than | feel or
think, or'less. So that often, when I have
penned my epistle, 1 could commit it to the
tlames with as good wili as to the post-office.
You will of :course understand me to mean
letters in which religion forims the chief sub-
ject ; and indeed I do not think tAat can be
called the correspondence of Christians
through which a vein of piety does not run.
I sometimes think that, if the contemplative
devotion which we read of as once charac-
terizing the'monastic orders of the Romish
Church were the right description of reli-
gion, 1 should make a rare Christian. But
as the state of things is, and the disciple of
Jesus must let bis light shine before the
world, | must take my seat on the lowest
forg in His school, and continue, in the
spirit of a little child, to learn of Him.—
Ind what a mercy is it that He pitieth the
infirmities of those who fear Him |—These
feelings have, of late, when coqngctod with
my prospects of entering the ministry, been
very painful. I bave very solemn concep-
tions of the great res ibility and impor-
tance of the office. I feel every day more
of the inestimable blessings of the Gospel,
and yet have eo little liberty in speaking or
writing that which is good to the use of edi
fying, that it may minister grace (o the
bearers. How is this? I resolve it thus:

Frox the date of this, my dear Friend, | P!

was visited by the late respected Superin-
tendent of Wesleyan Missions and Mission-
Schools in the sister-country, the Rev. Wal-
ter Oke Croggon.— Wes. Meth. Mag.

The Catacombs of Rome.

It may not be known to some of the
readers of the Christian Miscellany, that in
the Museum of the Vatican, there are de-

ited some monumental pruofs that be
so-called ancient church of Rome has de-
parted widely from the faith and practice of
the primitive Christians. For the sake of
such as are unioformed as to this fact the
resent note is penned.

We read (Heb. xi.) of Christians being
compelled to * wander in dens and caves of
the earth.” Additional light bas been thrown

{ on this and similar paseages by the discovery

underneath the present city of Rowme, ot
conuected caverns many miies in longitudi-
nal extent. These caverns are habitable,
and, as we shall presently see, were inhabit-
ed by early Christians of that city during
persecution. The excavations were origin-
ally commenced by the founders of Rome,
who, by this means, obtained immense
blocks of a material which they used exten-
sively in building. This substance is of
volcanic origin, soft as bees-wax when first
dug up, but on exposure for a length of time*
to the action of light and air, becomes as
hard as marble. On a litile reflection, it
would seem that such a substance would
prove to the Romans of great wiility, not
only enabling them to carry on their baild-
ing operations in a more rapid manner, and
on a grander scale than if they had been
compelled to use sione, or manufactured
bricks; but also availing them in the con-
struction of aqueducts, baths, staiucs, vages,
and many other things both useful and orpa-
meotal. The depth to which the voleanic
stratum extends, has not, it seems, been as-
certained. It may, however, be mentioned
that the habitations therein constructed, are
in some places three and even four stories
in height. The atmosphere in the less lofty
parts, like that of our own coal-mines is
more or less charged with carbonic acid gas,
(the ¢ of the miners,) rende:-
ing such part unsafe to explore without the
assistance of a guide. Yet the walls
throughout are free from that unwholesome
moisture which prevails io most excavations.
Such is the Rome that is under the Rome

“Qut of the abundance of the heart the

# %000 of painful sorrow and bereavement,

that we ses. The early Christian inhabi-

" dated A.D. 90,

t ! met with refers to the departed as |
the advaotage of many years' experience.— | dead. Ve Wi o
' And any kiod hints on the ministerial office | bere ;" * Atonius the digger, rests here;”
|and that “ Valerius rests in peace;” and

‘thi'r last is the most common mode of ex-

{ medallion kind adorn the walls, represent-

'tants buried their dead in cupboard-like re- Methodism.
| cesees hewn out of the sides of the caverns,

cation of Christianity : in substance, exhibit-
ing nothing new or diverse from it,and ooly
to be regarded as a distinct system, in view
| of its mode] manifestation 8s an organic eco-
nomy, wielded solely for the moral walfyre

{ dered ornamental by a carving symbolical
|'of the characier or occupation of the deceas-
ed. A muhlitude of these, having dates,
| bave been brought to light, and treasured A 2 o
! up in the Maseum of the Vatican, where | ©f mankind ; n.nd oaly 'opennggdhrre-
'they may be viewed. The dates range | “Ulis 8s subservieat to this. It is & nge ‘{f
chiefiy through the second and third cea- (2! Jeast r0 we regard it,) a resto p
! turies of ibe Christian era ; but there is one | Primitive Christianity, (.Imbucej ofs com-
This interment occurred  Prous load of surreptitious accompanim«nt
| during the lifetime of the Apostle John.—-""d _m.chmo:ry. not belonging to its nature
| It is worthy of note that no inscription yet | and imifensely detrimiéntal to its interests. It
is to be looked upon, simply as an exposition,
and practical illuatratiod-of the religion of
[the Bible. All its authority, sanctity, aud
| usefulness is derived thence. There is vo
| system of government, legisiation, law, po
| licy, or philesophy, which it symbolizes.—
The Biblé and the salvation of men, the
Christian revelation and the present and
immortal welfare of those to whom it is ud-

We read that * Aurelius sleeps

presion. “There is nothing said about pray-
ing for the dead, nor is there any symbol of |
such an act, as is to be seen in modern'
Romish cemeteries ; no mention or represen- |

tation of the Virgin Mary, nor any invoca- | dressed, constitute its point of dfrmurv and
tion of saiats, nor allusion t .. | the goal of its determiuation. has never
L & ey confederated, it has pever been embroiled

It was oot on the tombs alone that these | €V p
good people cultivuted their tuste for carv- | ™ith any other system. Lake G fWPgres:

inge Many Bdasso-rels d ol ¢ o | bodies—British and American—the one will
o T e i ety Ot @ * I be fuund loyal, and the other patriotic.—

ing scenes in the life of Christ, and other | And take the representatives of these bodies

portions of Scripture history. But there is | in every part of the world, and you wilk find
ong carving (a fac-simile of which has been | them neatral in everything affecting * ihe

Methodism is to be regarded as a modifi-

published) of peculiar incerest to a Wesleyan | rights of Cmsar.” They Lave been in tLe
Methodist. It represents some twenty per- |
sons, seated around a tuble, on which are |
placed a ewer and two drinking-vessels, also !
4 dioh of small cakes. Oane person alone is |
standing, and appeats to be addressing the |
others.
Greek, (with a mistake in one letier, show-
ing that he was not a very good schoiur that
did 1t,) which informs the bebolder that this
is a representation of a “ love feast.” llere
is an additivnal evidence that Mr. Wesley
was right when he justified this practice by
the well-known example of the primitive
Christians. ’

This subject of the caverns, or as they are
now called the catacombs of Rome, will re-
pay investigation, and be found to teach
nany salutary lessons to modern professors
of religion. For example, there have been
found many symbols and inscriptions imply-
ing great trust in God ; and aithough we
find frequent indications that those interred
have suffered martyrdom, yet there is an
entire absence of all.complaining of the
bardnesgof their lot. Then if those early
Christians, who, besides the ordinary trials
and temptations of life, were driven by per-
secution to such underground retreats, and
frequently met with the martyr's death, could
find no place for complaint, what reason can
we have, in this day of light and liberty, to
murmur at the light afflictions we may bave
to endure. We are in danger of uuder-
valuing outward privileges because they
are so common.— Ghris.  Micellany.

Past Progress of Christianity.

The following tabular staiement, a conjec-
tural but probable representation of the
progressive increase of Christians in the
world, is aitributed to Sharon Turaer :—
1s¢ Century, 500,000 10th Century, 50,000,000
u “ 2,000000'11th “ 70,000,0,0

“ 5,000,090 12th  * 80,000,000
“ 10,00 ,,000 13th 75, w0,000
15000090 14h  * 80,000,000
20,000,000 16th s 100,000,000
25,000,000 16th 126.000 500
30,000 000 1ith o 155,000,000
“ 4),000,000 18.h 200,000,000

Although this is only & mere approxima-
tion, and a very loose one, to the aciual
facts, yet it is interesting and instructive.—
With the exception of the 13th century,
(tenebrosum, us the late Dr. Miller called
it,) the progress- of truth has been ever
onward. From every defeat it has arisen
afresh ; and, what has never been the case
in any other system, religious, social, or in-
tellectual, bas revived anew from the mshes
of its own inward corruptions. In this
nineieenth century, the Christian population
of the world cannot be far from three bhun-
dred millions, and its progress now is more
rapid than in any period since the Apos-
tolic age. What imagination can forecast
the conquests of the next fifty years! The
leaven is working in cvery land.  The old
empires of idolatry and superstition are
ready to vanish, while new Christian em-
pires are born almost in a day. [Every new
discovery in nature, or invention in art,
belps to speed the Gospel. Trade, com-
merce, revolution, exploration, all prepare
the way, and herald the approach of the
beralds of the Cross. This work of prepa-
ration has been long going on. Souon it will
be complete. The initintory steps will have
all been taken. Then a universaal Pente.
costal season may be expected. Simul-
taneously, tne Ho'y Spirit will descend
upon every iand, and *the plowman over-
take the reaper, and the treader of grapes
him that soweth sced.” In that blessed day
(the Lord hasten it in His time), * who skall
count the dust of Jacob, or the number of
the fourth part of Israel ?”— The Sower.

The Royalty of Jesus,

In many empires you may be permitted
to visit the old regalia (now guarded in
towers, and perhaps, for security of their
immense value, both pecuniary and sym-
bolic, kept under iron eages) which have

from head to head, not withoet stains
of blood. No such symbols, indeed, did
Jesus wear or transmit. Among the other
pretended relics of Him, no regalia are
shown. His was no crown but the thorny
one, no emblems but cross aod cord, and
reed and nails. But whose orders have
been circulated and respected like His?—
What kings have commanded so many sub-
jects, and been in command so long? Of
whom else since the world began could it
be said, without instantaneous laughter und
ridicule, that he should reign forever? The
outward insignia, though they may be of
gold and dismond, sapphire' and pearl;
though countless multitudes of visitors crowd
to gaze at them; and though their cost, in
some cases, mounts to millions, are but the
cold blaze and mere paraphernalia, perbaps
the cast-off clothes, the corpse-like remains,
of royalty. The royalty itself is in the
control exercised over men's minds, over
their thoughts and purposes, their affections
and actions; and, to make out our point,
suffice it to observe, that this,in the will
and precepts of Jesus Christ, is wider, deeper,
and than from any man that ever

Bartol.
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English parliament and :t» American Con-
gress for fifty years,without ever attempting
to influence legislation or policy, in anything
affecting themselves. We only ask for the
system that it may be judged by its fruits.

Conceivinz of Methodism as a revival of
Christiauity, in its primitive power aud sim-
plicity, the time of its introduction was both
remarkable an | appropriaie ; as a revulution
of the kiud was never more needed, in the
history of the Church or world. The for-
mer was corrupt and sensual in iss ministers
and members, beyoud ull Protestant ¢xam-
ple. With a few honorable exceptions,
(comparatively.) =a
mingled with the mass of vicious population
about them in all the overt excesses of im-
woral indulgence, such as gaming, profane-
ness, sports of the turf and chase, and other
kindred irregularities, equally debasmng.—
The world, as distinguisbed from the Church,
in England, of which we are speaking par-
ticularly, was everywhere hastening to cast
off the restraints of religion aad morality,
and holdiug up their sanctions as objecis
of derision or vulgar contempt. And to fa-
cilitate such a resalt, the gudless philosophy
and infidel speculation of Hobbes, Tindal,
Toland, Collins, Woolstun, Chubl, Blunt,
Morgan, Shaftesbury, and Mandeville—fol-
lowed by Bolingbroke and Voltsire, and a
host of infidels upon the’continent—bad
flooded the nation with opinions uad parties
utterly subversive of everything valuable in
religion or wholesome in morals. But at
the very moment when this state of things
was at the acme of its rifencss and vira:
lence, John Wesley, descended of a long
line of worthy ancestors, was ia course
of traiuing at Epworth and Oxford, as if
brought forward by special Divine interfer-
ence to arrest and counteract the abuse of
Christianity witkin the Church, and its de-
nial without. And thus, the providence and
grace of God synchronized with events—
the moral wants and necessities of the times
—in producing the revolution we are met to
celebrate in this day’s exercises.

Methodism had its birth oo classic ground
—in & universary then as mow, the first in
the world, at the very Meridian of the Kli-
zabethan, the Augustan age of English liter-
ature and intellectual distinction. Our pro-
vidential leader was no obscure fanatic, ap-
pealing to the lowee passions and baser in-
terests of mankind. A distinguished scho-
lar of the ripest attainments—a clergyman
of the Eoglish Establisbment-—a bold and
fearless defender of the rights of private
judgment—a severe and masterly disputant
—indefatigable in labor, and reproachless
in character, he presented himself in the at-
titude of a liberal but unyielding reformer
—the builder up of a new order of things
It was “ Athanasius aguinst the world!”
The field of battle was a fair one, and long
and perseveringly was it fought. Wesley,
however, under (God, was destined to tri-
omph, and become the fathor of a great
people, of which we form an integral part,
and here present ourselves as witnesses.

What the world has long agreed to call
Methodism, viewed as a stracture, is of pro-
vidential origin and growth. In its founder,
as a whole, it was not the resuit of design ;
bat, as is often the case, accidental develop-
ment carries with it more than the force of
design ; and no pre-concerted plan, un-
der ths circomsiances, could bave succeed-
ed so well. All this was seep by those in-
terested, if not by others, and, regarded as
providential, was readily and gladly submit-
ted to. In this way it ot unfrequently bap-
pens that a single occurreace or event de-
cides und forms a character, and a single
character subdues or coatrols a nation_ or
kingdom. Oiten, in this way, has a single
voice or pen shaken dynasties, and moulded
the fortunes of empires. And of this class,
in the moral world, were Luther and Wes-
ley. And the revolution effected by the
one, in the relation to papal Rome, was
scarcely greater than effected by the other,
in relation to modern Protestant Christen-
dom. Both were distinguished reformers,
and the leaders in great moral revolutions,
unique in kind, and unprecedented in
the history of the world. Popery attempt-
ed to counteract the reformation, by the in-
stitation of the order of Jesuits, but with what
signal want of success, we need not say.—
Protestant establishments, at first, essayed
the overthrow of Methodism by the hue and
cry of disparagement, and by persecution ;
but failing in this, are now rather tamely at-
tempting to rival her, by imitating her
plans and modes of operation, under various
names and guises. The struggle was fear-
ful and protracted, involving grave and im-
portant elements und interests. As Tertul-
lian says, it was a controversy in which
“no wind blew but what was cold and
keen.” Bat finally, the energies and devel-
opmeats of the system successfully broke
upon the letbargy of an enslaved Church
and sensual world, with & momentam not to
be resisted.

Ooe of the great and most obvious dis-
tipctions of Methodism, as such, and which

distinguishes it from every other Church
and polity, is that it has frem the first ase
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Earthly Fame.
« The great and noble A-uuppa ! This |
is the entire bLiograpi v oi u man who, thou-
sands of year§ ago, lod colognes of Ass vrians
into Palestine.  Lle must Bive been, in his
day, a man of note, who swared no inconsis
derable influence ; bt bis Jong-hite deeds
are compressed into one sentence.  Pitiful
fame ! If for honer Le labored, how mea- |
gre a reward ; aud yéi, cven this iq more |
thaa falls to thon-unds ¢f ambitious souls.— |
Of multitudes, wio, in this generation, srive- |
ed to soar to ¢mineiice, scarce one bas left |
even a name behind, A wave of oblivion |
bas buried alike *he high and the low, ‘A‘i
casual sentence has precorved the pawe of |
Asnappn:  Reader, can you tell where it is |
found 7 Jt mot, scuich the Seriptures,— |
“ Great and Was tiis a mer
ficial title, or appendayg of Haitery, or did it |
indicate a real nobiity oi cuarncier?  As u |
leader of a band ot colotisis into o [oreign |
land, was be & public ~pecalaor, enriching |
himsell a. 1he expnse ot over |
whom he was capra, vool the Government !
which appointed hiin;
and faithiul servant ot e king, aod dd he
strive to promote the con ortable jouruey |
and settlement of the 1a 0 tiics winch he had |
in charge? None cantcil.  What we have I
of his biograpuy males us wish for more. |
But we vainly try 10 rgmove the shadow |
that rests upon Lis name. O lns early |
bisxory, of his real clhiaracier, ot his princi- i
ples, of - his politicar advaucement, of his|
achievements, ot i~ scirow= or joys, of his
domestic life, of tne wwann.r of Lis death, |
whether in honor or disgiace, we hunow no-
(hib‘. And yel 5 Thm
ality was lite —=na' ay
istence now.— Clir. Uhs: rrer.
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Christianity

I'be influence of Christianity apon-civili-
gition cangot be mistaken. Adot allcol-
jatera! issues—art, science, commerce and
human eaterpgise—each of which bas oper-
ated more or less powerfully in developing
fraternal sentiments and relations among
iwdividuals und races, still to Christianity
we must ldok for the cemept which has
combined all other iptfluences, given them
vitality, and brought .them into harmonious
scion for the common goed of mankind.—
I'tic pussession or culture of whatever Is
beaut:tul Lad a bencficent effect on  the bu-
iwan race, heoce the happy inflaence of art,

Lecience, commerce and letiers i but the pos-

ses-ton and eulture of these alone, never
clevated a people 1o the senith of civiliza-
ion.  Greace, with ber arts, ber philosc-
phy, aad ihe vast intefteet which anunated

her dending minds, subtle and outwardiy re-

ined e ~hie was, was aiili cold i the midst ci
er pantiesm s one of bor Puidian statues.
With o God fer every prsson and faculy
v the mund 3 with rehiion, such as it was,
ficied to every varicety ot ol instinest,
ner soul expanded - with none of the *1air
bumanities’] wiieh o our less. classie but
more glorions age, have unftolded themselves
as (e divine ties of human brotherhood —a
family compact—of which the Ofe God 13
the common father, and in which the buman

laste

| ruce teel, dct, wond aspire, for one purpose

and to one end—the common good and

glory of man. Architeciure, sculpture,

- cviaw tl , AN A : :
let them but review their whole lives, and | bainting and poetry exalted Steihmatiog; 80
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but never, uuiil Christianity bad broken the
marble gods, and removed their habitation
from narrow temples and gruss shrines to
the drene heavens, and unloosed from ora-
ctes and myths, the lettered faiths and sym-
patlines of nen, did religion the  central
become & power divine-and
iniensely bumavizing, pervading all the
liegs and 1wtluencing ail the actions of
v an, Tue rengion ot Olympian Era was
cold and artistic; & periodic inspiration,
shuped poetic creeds and delphic formulas.
Chiristanity, formed and fitted for the stern-

I

| or wants and tendcrest confidences of the

human hengt, cast aside the cold theories of
the age of marble gods; ther philosophies,

| vracles and myths ; and introduced man

more intimately to God, as a father, friend
and protector, inspiredyiu bim A new and
warmer faith and trust. As Christianity
taught men to see God in a nearer, clearer
and nobler light—in the light of kindred—
<0 hns it taught man to see bis lcllow mea in
the light of kindred and brotber. [t is here
that Christianity has marked its lofty and
divine influence upon civilization. To sci-
ence, that was only speculative, it has given
iuiib ; to art, that was symbolic, it has im-
parted Spirit; to buman enterprise, which
was before isolate, antagonistic and selfish,
it has given unity, harmony and vital life.
Ou its sublime precept—ihe simplest and
sublimest ever uttered—* Do unto others
as ye woull that others shou'd do unto you,”
all that 15 noble, reciprocal und Larmon:sing
incivihization luspired by tius pre-
winch the yeoraing and necessity of

Iooals,
Cepi,
every Liewil prompis to accepiance, individu-
als and nations Lbave become more than civie
1zed —they have become Clristianized |—
Wide sud.wider, every day, this influence
wxtends. From the heart of great central
nations it expands te the remotest bonds of

[ ho earth, and us anthems are caught up by

the islands of the eea.  Christiamity aloue
teaches the brothérhood of man, aod his
common paternity in God ; Saint and Suvage
awaken tolits beautiful trutis ; feel, compre-
Go on, bless-
¢d Spirit; do thy work in tvery buman
heart, and God’s kingdom will come, and
his will be done on earth, as it is in hea-
ven, aud the earth will be, s first, a Para-
dise.— N. Y. Mirror. -
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A Little Thing,

A poor woman sat upon the stcps of a
dark prison, weeping bitterly over the sad
senitency of a ruined son.

“ What aileth thee, sister ?” said a gentle-
man, stopping belore her and taking her
hand kindly in Lis

“ My heart’s broke, sir ! " sho replied.

“Can I'do anything tor you ?” he acked.

“Noy st 3 nothing I was her sad response,

“ Well, Got can belp you, sinier; and |
will go home and ask Ilim to do i, said
the gentlewmnn.

It was a very listie thing that he did: it
neither clothed nor fed the poor woman ;
but one sweet word—si-ter—tell ke lieal-
Ste arose
strepgthencd, and went 10 her luwly home,
When shé knelt 1o tell Jesus her sorrows,
she felt-that a brother had been there belore
her.  Her prayers were answered, and ber
spirit was calmed.

It was & little thing to- wash the Saviour’s
feet with tears, and wipe them with the
haira of her head ; and yet Mary’s offering
Lord’s
esteem than were all the titles of the
pround Pharisees. She who pourcd the pre-

ing oll upun bher wounded spirit,

| cions ointment upon His head, did hut a

little thing for Christ; and yet he said that

| wherever the gospel should be preached, to

the end of time it should be told a3 a mema-

{114l of her,

VWohut ¢hild cannot do some of these Jirtle
to lced the hungry, to cheer the
suirowing, to make some sad home brighref,
s rume aching heart, or to send to the
heishen the Bread of Life,  Try, dear chil-
carcful of the lidle things.—

things -

-

Pravyek was not invented; it was born
with the first sigh, the first jov, the first sor.
Lhuman heart; or rather,. the

(e 1
man was born to pray; to glorily Gud, or
n, was his only mission here
lse perishes before him or with
but the <7y ot glory, of admration,
he raises toward. the Cr: -

e, which hi
o i
2 from the

to 1mplore n

or of lov K
nnt j-t'.'l"h»»(;l‘l his prassn

earth—it re-ascends, it resounds from age
to nre in the ear of 1ie Almighty, like the
refloction.of his own magniicence. It 13
the only thing in man which 18 wholly di.
viae, and which he can exhalé with joy and
pride. Ifisan homsgs to bim to whom

homage alona is due—the Infinite Being.—
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