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Th6F6 BF6 DO T62LF8 in H6BV6D» ^or it® Author, Salvation for its end, and , that it was actually the original Autograph come inspired since, and no decision of the lures were made into other languages, wi:h
truth without any mixture of error for its of Moses himself, which had probably been , Church tines that time can possibly alter the the exception of the Syriac ; so that, in fact,
matter.” I do not, of course, think it at all lost for ages in tho time of the idolatrous nature of /acts, as to the Inspiration ofj it was the Septuagint and its translations,
necessary, before a Christian audience like 1 kings. It should be remarked, that the form Scripture. Now it is absolutely certain that , that were read and expounded in ihc.tirst
the present, to enter into any formal proofs of expression in the Hebrew is very etnpha- j the books of Scripture received by Christ j and-purest ages of the Church ; and to this

RY JOBS T. SWARTZ.
I mkt a child ; his feet were bare ;

His weak frame shivered with the cold ;
Ilis youthful brow was knit by care,

Ilia flashing eye his sorrow told.
Said I, “ Poor boy, why weepest thou ?”

44 My parents both are dead,” he said ; 
44 I have not where to lay my head ;

O, I am lone and friendless now I”
Not friendless, child ; a Friend on high 

For you his precious blood has given ;
Cheer up, and hid each tear be dry —

“ There are no tears in heaven.”

I saw a man in life’s gay noon,
Stand weeping o’er his young bride’s bier ;

44 And must we part,” he cried, ** so soon !”
As down his cheek there rolled a tear.

4l Heart-strie ken one,” said I, ** weep not 
*' Weep not !” in accents wild he cried, 
11 Hut yesterday ray loved one died,

And shall she be so soon forgot ?” 
Forgotten ? No ! still let her love

Sustain thy heart, with anguish riven ;
Strive thou to meet thy bride above,

And dry your tears in heaven. »

I saw a gentle mother weep,
As to her throbbing heart she prest 

An infant' seemingly asleep,
On its kind mother’s shelt’ring breast.

11 Fair one,” said I, *4 pray, weep no more;” 
Sobbed she, 44 The idol of ray hope 
I now am called to render up ;

My babe has reached death’s gloomy shore.” 
Young mother, yield no more to grief,

Nor be by passion’s tempest driven,
Hut fi|nd in these sweet woFds relief,

“ There are no tears in heaven.1 ’

Poor trav’ler o’er life’s troubled wave—
Cast down by grief, o’erwhelmned by care— 

There is an arm above can save,
Then yield not thou to fell despair.

Look upward, mourners, look above I 
What though the thunders echo loud ; 
The sun shines bright beyond the cloud ;

Then trust in thy Redeemer's love. 
Where’er thy lot in life be cast,

Whate’er of toil or woe Le given—
Be firm—remember to the last,

4‘ There are no tears in heafen.x
The Little Boy that Died

Dr. Chalmers is said to be the author of the following 
beautiful poem, written on the occasion of the death of a 
voting son whvni he greatly loved :

I am all alone in my chamber now,
And the midnight hour is near ;

And the faggot’s crack, and the clock’s dull tick, 
Are the only sounds I hear,

And over my soul in its solitude,
Sweet feelings of sadness glide,

For my heart and my eyes are full when I think 
Of the little boy that died.

1 went one night to my father's htfuso—
Went home to the dear ones all—

And softly 1 opened the garden gate,
And softly the door of the hall.

My mother vaine out to meet her sonr 
She kissed me and then she sighed,X 

And her head fell on my neck, and she wept 
For the little boy that died.

I shall miss him when the flowers come,
In the garden where he played ;

I shall mins him more by the firv-side,
When the flowers have all decayed.

I shall see his toys and his empty chair,
And the horse he used to ride ;

And they will speak with a silent speech 
Of the little boy that died. k

We shall go home to our Father’s house—
To our Father’s house in the skies,

Where the hopes of our souls shall have no 
blight,

Our love no broken ties.
We shall roam on the hanks of the river of peace, 

And bathe in its blissful tide,
And one of the joys of our Heaven shall be 

The little boy that died.

letter from Abgaru-1. king of Ede»M in 
ria, who wrote lo him on the occa^ui 
dangerous illness, beseeching him for 
tance ; and that our Lord returned a g 
cious answer to thi- letter, together with
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of the Divine Inspiration of the Holy Scrip- tic, and it may properly be translated in j and bis Apostles were the same as those re- day it is said that the Septuagint is exclu- present of his own picture ;—and
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Eusebius
lures, or of the genuineness and authenticity \ fliese words—“ Hilkiah the priest found the j ceived by the Jewish Church, and it is 
of the Sacred Writings ; because I trust that j Book of the Law of Jehovsb, (written, by ; equally certain that those received by the 
you are all fully convinced of the Divine i the hand of Motet." It was now 827 years ! Jewish Church were the tame as those now 
authority of all the books of the Old and ! since this copy had been delivered by Moses received by mi, and printed in our English 
New Testament, and consequently, that all to the priests ; and though it was certainly Bibles. It is generally agreed, that all the 
their statements of facts and doctrines are a very ancient MS. at that time, yet there Apocrypha! Books were written in the inter- 
infalhbly true, and that every part of the j is nothing at all improbable in the circum- ' val between the Prophet Maiachi, and the 
Word of God “ came not in old time by the stance of its preservation, as we have, in ; time of Christ, though some learned men

some of our public Libraries at this day,! have supposed that some *1 them were writ- 
several MSS. of the Scriptures, which are ten after tbe commeucemeatof the Christian 
considerably older than this date. And we , Era. But they possess ne divine authority

will of man,but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost."—This 
view of the subject, however, by no means 
excludes all further inquiry into the Literary 
history ol the Bible, considered with refer
ence to the human instrumentality by which 
it was composed, transcribed, translated, and 
published in various times and places; and 
it is a proposition capable of the most satis
factory demonstration, that the Scriptures 
have been transmitted to us in a state of un
corrupted preservation from the earliest 
times, and that our English Bible contains a 
complete collection of all the inspired writ- 

' ings that ever were delivered by the Pro
phets and Apostles for the benefit of the 
Church of God, in all their primitive inte
grity. It must be remembered, then, that 
the Bible is not, strietly speaking, a single 
volume, but that it is properly a collection 
of a great number of different and indepen
dent books, written at different periods, and 
by different persons, and relating to a vast 
variety of subjects connected with history, 
poetry, prophecy, doctrine and precept,—all

for himself; and this election must be made 
by each us in the sight of God. and as every 
one must sive account. The render is not 
to decide for us how much we must give ; 
nor arc we to decide for lie reader; but 
God must decide for us both ; and what ho 

made known to all 
prayer and in feith.

sively read in the Greek and in most other further states that he derived this informa- would have done will I*
Oriental Churches. In the course of time, lion from the archives of Ldessa. U hat who seek to know it by 
however, numerous errors bad gradually the foundation of this story was, it is impos- ; Bui. this must be stinl ; lue rigid discharge 
crept into the text of the Septuagint, and in 1 sible for us now to ascertain ; but there can 0f ihe stewardship of money requires system, 
order to restore it to its primitive state, the be no doubt that the Epistle itself is simply .We are no: to deier the formation of resolu- 
celebrated Origen, in the early part of the an ancient forgery, together with several ;iuns to give, until «och times as the hand of

other documents of a similar nature, which need is stretched out toward us, or the voice

may observe, that there is, in fact, a very 
striking analogy between the religious events 
of the reign of king Josiah, and the his
tory of the Protestant Reformation of the 
ICth century; the discovery of the Law by 
Hilkiah in the Temple, and the discovery of 
the Bible by Luther in the monastery, were, 
each of theib, instrumental in producing a 
remarkable revival of true religion in 
opposition to the prevailing corruptions, in 
their respective ages and countries.

At a subsequent period, it was the cus
tom of the Jews to read publicly in the

whatever, and have never been received by 
lire Jews into the sacred canon. Not 6ne 
of them is extant in Hebrew, (the language 
of the Old Testament)—they are all written 
in Greek, except the 4th Book of Esdras, 
which is only to be foond in Latin ; and most 
of them were probably composed in Egypt, 
by Alexandrian Jews. Not one of the 
writers of these books ever advances any 
claim to inspiration, Cor his own writings ; 
and no part of the Apocrypha is ever quoted 
or alluded to, in any part of the New Tes
tament. With regard to tire testimony of

service of the Synagogue, on every Sabbath the Jewish Church, I shall quote one re
day,two lessons from the Scriptures, the fir-1 
of which was taken from the law, and the 
second from the Prophets. For this purpose 
the Pentateuch was divided into 51 parts, 
called (in Heb.) Parascioth,—correspond
ing to the number oftbe Sabbaths that might 
possibly fall within the Jewish year. This 
division was probably made by Ezra, and

intended to promote the instruction and sal- , it appears that originally, the law of Moses
vtttion of mankind. The fact is, that the 
Bible consists of 66 different parts or books, 
39 in the Old Testament, and 27 in the New 
Testament ; and these were probably writ
ten by upwards of 40 different persons, who 
were all employed by oue Divine Author to 
communicate successive revelations of the 
will of God to man. Further, it is a very 
important circumstance, that, fh point of fact, 
the Bible is the oldest book in the world ; 
that is to say, it contains the most ancient 
books that ever were written and preserved 
to this day ; and consequently, if it were

markable passage from the writings of Jose
phus, the Jewish priest, and historian, who 
lived shortly after the time of our Savioor. 
To understand this passage, it is necessary 
to explain, that, besides the three-fold divi
sion of the Hebrew Rible, the Jews also 
divided it, by a peculiar arrangement, into 
22 Book#, corresponding with the 22 letters 
of the Hebrew Alphabet. In reply to cer
tain objections, Josephus says :—“ We have 
not an innumerable multitude of books among 
us, disagreeing from and contradicting one 
another, but only 22.Books, containing 
the records of all past times, which are justly 
believed to be divine. Five of them belong 
to Moses, which contain his laws and the 
traditions concerning the origin of mankind, 
till his death. But as to the time from the 
death of Moses, till the reign of Artaxerxes, 
King of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, 
the Prophets who were after Moses wrote 
down what was done ie their times in thir
teen books. The remaining four books con
tain Hymns to God, end precepts for the

3rd century, undertook the laborious task of 
collating the Greek text then in use, with 
the Hebrew, and with the best Greek trans
lations then extant, and from them all to pro
duce a new and correct edition. Twenty-eight 
years were devoted to the preparation vl’ 
this arduous work, in the course of which 
he collected MSS. from every possible quar
ter, and the result of his labours was the com
pletion of that noble critical edition *f the 
Old Testament, known by the name of Ori- 
gen’s Hexapla. It is so called, because it 
was divided by its author into six parts, 
containing the text of the Septuagint, with 
the three Greek translations of Aquila, 
Symmachus, and Theodotion (which were 
made initie second century) to which he 
added the Hebrew text in Hebrew charac
ters and also in Greek characters, thus mak- 
ng six different columns. And I may here

can never affect the integrity of the sacred 
oracles of God.

(To be Concluded ]

of the agent is ringing in our ears. Nor 
must the amount which we give depend 
upon the urgency of the applicant, or the 

I zeal or coldness o! the agent, or the puhli- 
_ —. —- ,. j city which may or may not attend our dona-
Larly IllCtllOuiSt rrêdCbiHÇ. ! lions. Kvervwhere, at all lime#, ami about 

The October number ot the London Wes- : everything, God i-speaking to us. and hies*- 
leynh Quarterly Review, in an article on ! they who always hear Ins voice. Ha
ihe Metnodist Episcopal Church of America, ',el1* u< wh,n «° *"e H?"i »,u'n w,lbl‘old- 
has among its paragraphs the following : "ben to say yes and when to say no. And 
“ The records of early Methodism in Ante- * good 'nan will heed ins voice, 
rica reveal an amount of suffering, endured
by the itinerant preachers such as could not, 
we fear, be borne at the present time. Their 
sufferings were of every kind. The mere 
drudgery of travelling was of itself, in the 
state of the country at that time, sufficiently 

forests, infestedharassing. Boundless forests, infested by 
_ . w ild and hostile Indians had to be threaded,

remind you of a similar valuable work in j 0ften without the semblance of roads, ami 
our own language, which has derived its wj|h no other direction in their wanderings j 
name from that of Origen, being published 1 . blaze’ on the trees, that is, the i

people. For the one purpose, we read that, 
shortly before his death, Moses delivered 
the original copy of the Book of the Law, 
written by himself, to the Priests and Levites, 
and commanded them to “ put it in the side 
f the Ark of the Covenant oftbe Lord,” as 

infallible standard for future reference ;

The External History of the 
Bible.

A Lecture delivered before the Young Mens' 
Christian Association, on Tuesday 

Evening, \‘Mh March, 1855.
BT THE REV. EDMUND MATCMN, A. M.

The subject appointed for this evening’s 
Lecture is the “ External History of the 
Bible " ; and, in proceeding to explain this 
subject, I would propose to give you a very 
general description of the most remarkable 
events connected with the diffusion of Ihe 
Holy Scriptures throughout the world, both 
in the original languages in which they were 
written by their inspired authors, and in the 
principal translations in which they have 
been circulated in the different ages of the 
Church, with especial reference to the pub
lication of our present authorised English 
versiftt. I call this the External in order 
to distinguish it from the Internal History 
of the Bible, as it is not my intention to en
ter into the consideration of the contents of 
the Bible, or of its different parts, but only 
to trace out, in a very imperfect manner, a 
bîlef historical sketch of the Book itself, in 
some ol the various forms in which it has 
appeared in the world. I hope that this 
inquiry may prove, in some degree, interest 
irtg and instructive to the members and 
friends of a “ Christian Association ’’ which 
professes to recognise the Bible as the only 
Divine rule of faith and practice, And as the 
only firm basis of Christian union. It was, 
indeed, a most important and comprehensive 
truth which was announced by the immortal 
Chillingworth, when he stated and proved 
that “The Bible, and the Bible only, 
is the Religion of Protestants”—and 
all the Protestant Churches of Christendom 
are fully agreed in asserting that fundamen
tal principle of the Reformation, which is 
expressed in the Gth article of the Church 
of England, in these memorable words— 
“ Holy Scripture containeth all things neces
sary to salvation : so that whatsoever is not 
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, j 
is not to be required of any man that it i 
should be believed as an article of the Faith, 
or be thought requisite or necessary to sal
vation.” It is not, however, my design to 
consider this proposition in a controversial, 
but simply in a historical aspect ; and with 
this view, my object is to direct yoor atten
tion to the most striking/octi and dates, which 
may tend to illustrate the origin and pro
gress of that blessed Book, which, in the 
word» ot the celebrated Locke, “ he» God

and for the other purpose, the priests were 
required, by one of the last injunctions of 
Moses, “ to gather the people together, men 
women, and children," and publicly to read 
the Book of the Law in the presence of the 
whole nation assembled at tile feast of Taber
nacles, once in every seven years. And fur
ther, to put a peculiar honor on the written 
Word of God, the king himself was required 
by law, not only to make it the subject ol 
his constant study, but also lo transcribe an

was the only part of Scripture read in the 
Synagogue ; this practice continued till 
the persecution of Antiocbus Epiphanes,
(B. C. 168) when the reading of it was pro
hibited by that cruel Tyrant. This prohi
bition, however, extended only to the Law, 
and consequently the Jews of that time sub
stituted for it 54 sections of the Prophets, 
called (in Heb.) IIaphtorOTH,—and after
wards. when the reading of the Law was 
restored by the Maccabees, both selections 
formed a part of the Synagogue service, 
and so continued during the time ol ou$ 

merely regarded as a human composition, it Saviour, and in all the Jewish Synagogues 
possesses infinitely higher claims upon our in the world, at the present day. 
attention than the most ancient historical and j The various books contained in the Old conduct of human life.* Such is the state- 
poetical fragments that have been transmit- ; Testament, were divided by the Jews into ! mem ol Josephus, which entirely excludes 
ted to us. Herodotus has been called the i three distinct classes, the Law, the Pro- | the Apocryphal book» ^>nd it is a very itn- 
“ lather of history,” as he is the oldest pro- piiets, and the Cetcbim, or Holy Writings, ; portant fact, that they were never admitted 
fane historian whose writings have reached j the last of which are not publicly read in into the Canon of Scripture, during the frsl 
our times, and yet he lived nearly 1000 i llieir Synogogues. Ij is necessary to observe, four Centuries of tit Christian Church. 
years after the lime of Moses. Both he and I however,
Thucydides are said to have been contempo-1 the Five Books of Moses, the division ol 
rary with Ezra and Nehemiah, the last of the Prophets includes not only all the in
itie sacred historians of the Old Testament, spired Prophets, with the exception of 
The poems of Hesiod and Homer are consi- Daniel, hut also the books of Joshua, Judges, 
derably older, and yet they were not written : two books of Samuel, and two books of 
till nearly 680 years after the time of Moses. ; Kings ; while the Holy Writings comprc- 

With reference to the Pentateuch, or five | bend all the remaining books of the Old Tes- 
Books of Moses, we rind that there was a ! lament. It is a remarkable fact, that 
remarkable provision made by tbe inspired j Daniel is excluded by the Jews, from the 
Legislator of Israel, for preserving the sacred : number of the Prophets, though our blessed 
text of Ihe Law free from all corruption, 1 Lord speaks of him emphatically as “ Daniel 
and also for perpetuating the knowledge of the Prophets," and yet his wrilings are con- 
the written Law of God, among the Jewish tained in the third class, and consequently,

they are not publicly read by the Jews.
This exclusion has been ascribed by Chris
tian writers to the circumstance, that he 
clearly predicts the sufferings of the Messiah, 
as well as the time of his coming ; which 
probably occasioned the apprehension, tiiat 
the public reading of his Prophecies might 
lead the people to embrace the religion of 
Jesus Christ. It is an equally significant 
fact, that the 53rd Chapter of Isaiah is not 
included in any of the selections of the les
sons from the Prophets read in the Synago-

•Synogogues. 1) is necessary to observe, four Centuries oj 
sver, that though the Law contains only None of them are included in the Catalogues
"............................... ....................... of Inspired Writing» made by the Primitive

Fathers ; and it s£#alfi be particularly re
marked. that the (ÜÉjj of Laodicea, held 
in tbe year 363, enumerates the Canonical 
hooks exactly as we do, and the Canon* of 
this Council were afterwards received into 
the code of tbe Canons of the Universal 
Church, so that, as tyshop Burnet well 
observes, “ we have the concurring sense of 
the whole Church of God in this matter.’’— 
and here 1 think it right to state, that, in 
order to apply this argument, it is not neces
sary to attribute any degree of religious au
thority to the decisions of the Fathers and 
Councils of the ancient Church, however 
much they may be entitled to our respectful 
attention ; we do not refer to them as infal
lible judges of doctrine, but simply as 
credible witnesses to a fact ; we do not 
implicity submit to their authority, but we 
are fully justified in admitting their teslifsong 
in matters of historical evidence ; and this 
is their unanimous statement with reference 
to the Canon of Scripture,down to end oftbe 
4th Century. After this period, however, the

gues at Ihe present day ; and thus tbe Jew- reverence with which these books were re- 
ish people are kept in a deplorable state of, ceived gradually increased in a corrupt age 
ignorance of the most important Prophecies j of the Church, but the precise degree ot 
of Christ in their own Scriptures, and, in il-1 their authority was never formally decided,
lustration of this remark, 1 may he allowed 
to mention the circumstance, that in convers-

entire copy of the law with his own hand, ! ing with an unbelieving Jew, a few months 
1 ■ . t »•----  ago, in this city, and proving from the Scrip

tures, “ that Christ should suffer,” and 
dwelling particularly upon the 53rd Chap
ter of Isaiah, I was much surprised to find 
from hie own acknowledgment, that, though 
in other respects he was a gentleman of in
telligence and education, he had never heard 
of such a Prophecy before, and was not 
aware of the existence of such a passage in

from the authentic manuscript of Moses 
committed to the care of the Priests, and to 
“ read therein all the days of Lis lile."

We have, indeed, no particular historical 
account of the due performance ot these 
rules, in the inspired records of the Jewish 
nation; and it is to be feared, that the ob
servance of them depended very much on 
the characters of the individual kings * ho 
occupied the Throne of Israel. Notwith
standing the general corruption of the times, 
there were several pious kings among the 
successors of David, who endeavoured to 
restore the Jewish religion to its primitive 
purity. Among them, we read ot king 

",t, who not only destroyed the

till at length the Romish Council of Trent, 
in its 4th Session, held on the 8th April, 
1546, finally pronounced these books to be 
of equal authority with the other books of 
Scripture, and after a particular enumera
tion of all the Canonical and Apocryphal 
Books of the Old and New Testament, the 
decree concludes in the usual form, by decla
ring that “ If any one shall not receive 
the whole of these Books, with all their 
parts, as sacred and canonical, let him he 
accursed,”

I must now proceed to give you somethe Hebrew Bible. We find that this three- _
fold divisions of the Jewish Scripture appears j account of theirs! translation of the Scrip-
to be recognised by our Saviour Himself, j turcs that ever was made into any other
when he says, “ that all things must he ful- ! language, from the original Hebrew. This
filled, which were written in the Law ol translation is generally known by the name
Moses, andin the Prophets, and in the ! of the Septuagint ; it is tbe version of the
Psalms concerning me." And it may be ob- Old Testament into Greek, and it was made 

idolatrous places ol worship in his kingdom, j served, that this very circumstance is ot 1 by Jews in Alexandria, nearly 300 years 
hut also established an organised Associa- : great importance in settling tbe canon ol before tbe birth of Christ. The word “Sep- 
lion, of the nature of a Home Missionary j Scripture, with reference to the .inspired , tuagint" means “Seventy ;’ and it wasde-
Society, for theSfistruction of his people in j hooks of tbe Old Testament. You are all ; rived either from the circumstance of LXX.
the knowledge of the true religion ; and sent j aware that the Church of Rome has received persons having been employed in the trans-
a body of pious and learned men, consisting ! into the Canon of Scripture, as of equal au- ; lation, or from its having received the appro-
of Princes, Priests, and Levites, to “ teach thority with the rest of the Bible, certain i bation of the Sanhedrin, or 
the people throughout all the cities of Judah;" ancient writings which are universally re- 
and it is particularly mentioned in the Sacred jected by all the Reformed Churches ; and

a few years ago under the title of the Eng- 
olish Hexapla, and containing, besides 
the Greek text, the six most important ver
sions of the New Testament arranged in 
parallel columns. It does not appear, how
ever, that any copies were ever made of this 
laborious work of Origen, which is said to 
have consisted of 40 or 50 volumes ; and, 
unfortunately, it is now forever lost ; it re
mained in the Library of Cesarea for seve
ral centuries after his death, and it is sup
posed to have been destroyed at tbe capture 
of that city, by the Arabs, in the year 653.

And now, with reference to the other 
great division of the Bible, as contained in 
tbe Scriptures of the New Testament,- it 
may be observed, that we have no internal 
evidence with respect to the circumstances 
connected with the first publication of the 
historical books of the New Testament, as 
we have with respect to tbe Epistles and 
Book of Revelation. This information, how
ever, is supplied from the records of Eccle
siastical History, and there is no reason lo 
doubt the correctness of tbe received opinion 
as to the names of the inspired authors oftbe 
Four Gospels and Acts of the Apostles.—
With regard to tbe limes and places of their 
publication, the most probable conclusion, 
derived from all sources of evidence, is this, 
that St. Matthew’s Gospel was written ie 
Judea, and probably at Jerusalem, about 
A. D. 37 ; St. Mark’s, at Rome, about A. D..>
60 ; St. Luke’s, in Greece, and probably at 
Corinth, about A. D. 63 ; St. John’s, at 
Ephesus, about A. D- 98, and the Acts of 
ihe Apostles by Sl Luke, shortly after his 
Gospel.

With regard to the short notes or sub
scriptions annexed to the end of St. Paul’s 
Epistles, it must be remarked, that, though 
they are also to be found in copies of tbe 
Greek Testament, yet they are of no author
ity whatever, and form no part of the sacred 
text. They are certainly of great antiquity, 
arid, according to a learned Greek critic, 
they were written by an Egyptian Bishop 
about the middle of the 5th century ; but it 
has been clearly shown by Archdeacon Pa- 
ley, that no less than “ six of these subscrip
tions are false or improbable; that is, they are 
either absolutely contradicted by the con
tents of the Epistle, or are difficult to be re
conciled with them." These six are to be 
found at tbe end of 1 Corinthians, Galatians,
1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, and Titus.
They appear “to have been conjectures 
founded sometimes upon loose traditions, but 
more generally upon consideration of some 
particular text, without sufficiently compar
ing it with other parts of the Epistle, with 
different Epistles, or with the history.”—
Now, in comparing the Acts with St. Paul’s 
Epistles, we find an astonishing confirmation 
of the authenticity of both these writings, in 
the undersigned coincidences of the minutest 
particulars relating to times, places, and other 
circumstances ; whereas, if these subscrip
tions were really authentic, there would be 
an insuperable difficulty in reconciling them 
with the historical facts, or even with the 
Epistles themselves.

It is a happy circumstance, that there is 
no difference among professing Christians, 
with regard lo the inspired canon of the 
New Testament, as the same books appear 
to have been universally received by the 
whole Church of God under heaven. Still, 
however,
which are sometimes vau«u me s»i/wu. » . « , ,
Books of the New Testament, which it may I must also answer a, to our squanderings:

portion stripped off from the bark. The 
settler's log hut being reached there wn# 
nothing but the meanest fare,—hard biscuit, 
often the floor or a plank, rarely the more 
questionable luxury of a bed, while the hut 
and the preacher had to ba guarded through 
the gloom of night by some portion of the 
household against the rifle, the tomahawk 
and the scalping knife. We often find that 
in moving from place to place the Methodist 
evangelist had to join a sort of caravan of 
travellers, allfarmed to the teeth, himself 
among the number, to defend themselves 
against the steahhy tactics of the ‘ wild men 
of the wood.’ But human dangers were not 
the only dangers. The crossing of rivers 
by the help of the most fragile means and 
engineering the most ingenious, their steeds 
swimming or drowning as the case may be, 
was a daily difficulty in their path. Swamps, 
bogs, heat, cold, snow, rain, muskitoes, ser
pents,.bears, wolves, had to be encountered 
in constant succession. How these men 
lived is a marvel. We can, in these early 
times, find hardly any clue in the matter of 
stipend and pay, and we presume they had 
chiefly to trust in Him who commissioned 
the ravens to give meat to Elijah. But we 
do find Bishop Asbury sometime», dividing 
bis wardrobe and JiU pocket money—lor he 
carried his treasures in hi» pocket—and sel
ling Ills watch to find board lor his poorer 
brethren. Passive heroism may excel act
ive heroism ; and men who could suffer 
these privations year after year, and slid 
hold on in their course, were not devoid of 
the heroic spirit. They could easily have 
planted themselves in a farm, have located 
iu a town, have taken up some secular, or, 
if fitted for it, some scholastic employment. 
For in America, then as now, labor of every 
kind was sure to find a remunerating market. 
But no ; they denounced all this, and fought 
out the battle manlully against suffering and 
want, as they did against scorn, derision, 
and contempt. Must they not have heard 
a voice more commanding than even the 
voice of their owu sensitive nature—the 
voice of God ?”

Systematic Church-Benevolence.
Systematic benevolence is a sign of health 

in the church. There are trusts of different 
kinds committed to us, and in reference to 
them all, a strict account must be rendered 
at tbe last day. One of these trusts i- 
money. The gold or the silver, be it much 
or be it little, is tbe bestowment of God, 
and he requires us to use it in such ways as 
be approves. In four ways a man must 
spend his money :

X. For the support of himself and family.
2. To relieve the poor, the legacy of the 

Lord to the Church.
3. For the support of the gospel in the 

congregation where he and his family wor
ship.

4. To send tbe gospel lo every creature, 
in obedience to Ihe command of Christ, the 
Head of the Church.

In every one of these four ways we are 
responsible, and, willing or unwilling, we 
•hall have to an«wer. There will be a two
fold questioning, demanding a two-fold re- 

! sponse. We shall have to answer as to our 
! spending: “Have you or have you not

will settle
u;sin the firm basis of principle w hat ie to 
be done, and then if'the hand of tho truly 
needy, or tlie voice of the agent pleading lor 
a good cause should anticipate him, he will 
he glad, and give as his conscience tells him 
is right. But if the hand and the voice de
lay lo come, then he will go forth and seek 
them. And, as a general thing, it may be 
said of the worthy poor, you will have to 
seel; them ; fur an honest man, cherishing 
self-respect, never asks until the siariaiion 
of wile and children stares him in th'o lace, 
and you may easily gunge the harm and de
gradation which your charity i- vau-ing, by 
lye degree of importunity which the appli
cant uses.

If the benevolence of the church were 
thus systematized, it would Un freed from 
many distressing embarrassments, and would. 
aL«o become a much more efficient agent ol 
good to the world. Let system pervade the 
whole church in regard to this matter. Let 
all in the church, ministers and people, old 
and young, rich and poor, acknowledge and 
act on the principle lliai it is a duly and a 
privilege to give iu the foar ways indicated 
above. Then should we have enlightened, 
discriminating goodness, not depending upon 
outward pressure, and above all not depend
ing upon the pressure which the world may 
he using upon the church, forcing it lo duty. 
No fear but that the treasury of the Lord 
would thru be well supplied. — Chris, lnlsl.

, there are certain ancient writings, | *P*"‘ “ 0u<i ,de7endz?. ol
■e sometimes called the Apocryphal *“ regard to there four particulars.- and we 

uooas of the New Testament, which it may ! "»u« also answer », to our squander,,,y 
be proper briefly to notice. These writings ' “ Have you m,repent ,n any ol these lo 
may be divided into two general classes Particulars the money which I entrusted 
? L-___ .nrV.nf nrimitive Christians. 1 jou Start not, reader, at the bare thong

record, that “they had the Book ot the Law 
of the Lord with them." But we have 
another remarkable illustration of this sub- 
jecMt a later period in tbe History of the 
kingdom ol Judah. We find that an impor
tant discovery was made in the Temple of 
Jerusalem, in the reign of the pious king 
Josiah. It appears that, while the Temple 
was undergoing repairs, Hilkiah the high 
priest found a valuable MS. which is de
scribed as the “ book of the Law of the Lord 
given by Moses." Now we may ask, Wbat 
was it that constituted the peculiar value 
of this MS. ? We find that it was immedi
ately transmitted by the High Priest to the 
king, and read in bis presence ; the effect of 
which was, that public attention was direct
ed to tbe subject, a deputation was sent by 
the king to Huldah the Prophetess, whode- 
livered an inspired message from God with 
reference to it; and the consequence was 
that a national assembly was held at Jerusa
lem, and a national Covenant was solemnly

if is therefore necessary to give some account 
of these writings in connexion with the His
tory of the Bible. They are commonly 
called by the name of the Apocrypha—a 
name which is derived from the Greek 
world, tnoxci-in, which means, to hide, or 
conceal, because these books of doubtful au
thority were concealed from the generality
of readers — or from the words, a.v«, rr< authority, but voluntarily undertaken by the
xov.-tti;; which means, out of the Ark of the 
Covenant, because these books were not ad
mitted into tbe place where the Canonical 
books were deposited, These Apocryphal 
Books are fourteen in number, and they are 
qll pronounced by tbe Church of Rome, lo 
be Canonical, with tho exception of tbe 3rd 
and 4th Books of Esdras, and the prayer of 
Manasseh. It may be observed, that in 
those copies of the English Bible, which 
contain the Apocrypha, these books are plac
ed in their natural order, between the Old 
and New Testament ; but in all the Romisd

Greek Council bo proper briefly to notice. These writings ( r---. . . !^r
of the Jews, which consisted of LXX. or | may be divided into .wo general ;— j P^j£u ^ * reader, at the bare thought
more correctly, of LXX1I. persons. There 1,The geou^ork,of pnmm^nsu^, Tf ’jr| r,.r,;teric„ t„ llie ,J,r.
is much uncertainty, indeed, with regard to which are indeed valuable Ecclesiastical do- 1 j tlie „ reail of ,iie gospel
the real history of this celebrated version. | cornent», but were never rece.ved into .be Ç«' mi6^n(| inPt,„Ée la.t parti*ulU
It is, however, universally admitted, that it Catron of Scripture , and, 2, l b »P well „„ in your personal and family oul-
was made in Egypt and commenced about j productions of later times, which, th gb you 6quimder on the poor when your
B. C. 285, and most probably continued at j sometimes digmfied by the )name of p o 7 con(irm and ag!,ravate ihe pauperism 
different times, and not fully completed for Srilyfia 0f this of you, neighbourhood or city, degrading

kind is contained in a book printed in Lon
don in the year 1820, under tbe title of “ The 
Apocryphal New Testament." This volume 
contains, besides some genuine writings

more than 100 years afterwards. It does 
not appear to have been made by any public

Jews for the use of their own countrymen 
It is well known, that at this period there 
wns a great number of Jews settled in Egypt, 
and particularly at Alexandria ; and as the 
great body of tbe people were no longer ac
quainted with Hebrew, but with Greek, it 
became expedient to translate the Scriptures 
into the Greek language for their benefit. 
The Septuagint, though originally made for 
the Egyptian Jews, gradually acquired the 
highest authority among the Jews of Pales
tine, and subsequently also among the early 
Christians. It was tbe translation commonly 
used by the Jews in the time of our Saviour,Editions, this distinction is carefully avoided, .

made in the Temple, by which all classes of | as they are studiously intermixed with the I and the inspired writers of the New Testa- 
the people bound themselves to adhere to i Canonical Books, of which some of them j ment have quoted exactly from it in several 
the religion contained in the Book that was 1 actually form a part. Now it is evidently passages. We find that it ts uniformly cited 
f, und in the house of the Lord. Now there of the highest importance to settle the ques- by all the early fathers ol the Christian 
can be no doubt that there were a great i lion between the Canonical and Apocryphal Church ; and indeed it is much to be regret-
manv copies of the Law in existence at the j Books, and more especially so because some 
tim/and it is evident that there must have | of these latter book, contain certain passages

P. ->-r "*r jin this discovery, to pfoduce such an extra 
ordinary excitement in tbe whole nation, i 
believe it is very generally agreed among
commentator», and tbe opinion seems to be 
supported by a critical examination of the 
paesage, that the MS. found in the Temple
wee not as prdinary sop/ of the Law, but

peculiar doctrines of the Church of Rome. 
In order to determine thi*point, the only 
question to be considered is simply this— 
“ Wbat were the Books of Scripture receiv
ed by oar Lord, and bis Apostles ?’*—for it 
i» evident, that if a book were not inspired 
is tits ties of ChrUt, it «sold not have bs»

ted, that those holy and venerable men were 
generally entirely ignorant of the Hebrew 
language, with the exception of Origen and 
Jerome—notwithstanding their zeal for the. 
Word of God, they did not make any exer
tions to learn the original languages of tbe 
Sacred Writing», with which they were only 
acquainted through the medium of the Greek 
translation. It was from this version, also, 
that all Ik# aa lient translation* of the Serip-

of

the needy, and taking from them that stimu
lus to labor and self-support, of which, when
ever the pour are deprived, the ruin of the 
body and soul is inevitable. You squander

Ihe Apostolical fathers, an epistle from Jesus j your church when vast sums are expend-
* _ i «V- i inrr in th** pr^rtinn nr rvut v anti nrnrirxn-111.!vChrist to Abgarus, the Gospel of the Infan 

cy of our Saviour, the Gospel of the Birth 
of Mary, the Prot-Evangelion of James, the 
Gospel of Nicodemos, tbe Martyrdom of 
Thecla, the Epistle of Paul to tbe Laodi
cean», and tbe six Epistles of Paul to Sene- 

Time will not allow me to refer parti

ing in the erecting of costly and gorgeously 
adorned houses of worship, and that too 
when you are living in th<: midst of so dense 
a population, for whom the supply o! churches 
is so inadequate that if tbe Spirit of (i.v\ 
were to awaken among them a general de
sire to visit llis courts upon the next Sib-

cularlv to these and other writings of the j bath, a very small portion of that populace 
same kind ; but it is sufficient to- .remark, j could find even a place to stand within me 
that, though most of them are very ancient, courts of the Lord, luu squan e ^ > y > 

none of them are really genuine—they were
utterly unknown to the Apostolic age, they 
were generally rejected as spurious in the 
age in which they appeared, and they were 
never received as inspired by the primitive 
Church, or by any Christian writer within 
300 years alter the birth of Christ. There 
is one document among them, which, if it 
were really what it professes to be, written 
by oar Saviour himself, would be, indeed, ot 
singular interest. But it does not appear 
that it was ever heard of before tbe 4ib cen
tury. Tbe first writer who mentions it is 
Eusebius, Bishop of Cesarea, about A. D. 
320; and hie statement is, that when our 
Lord was upoa earth, he| reeeivei • let-

church whan your expenses of one kind and 
another are so excessive that the rent ol 
your pews has to be placed at so high a rate 
that persons who would otherwise go to 
church, stay away (from a wicked pride, it 
is true, but no less is the shame to those 
who give occasion to the sin,) because.theip 
means will not allow them to procure fn 
eligible seat. And you squander also in re
gard to tbe general extension of the kingdom 
of Christ, if you waste money in wil l, im
practicable schemes, to the neglect of those 
plain and divinely appointed ways of doing 
good which need so much and get so little.

> Now, as to the amount which we are to 
give, the eoneeience of every one must decide

Religioui NdvoIs.
As to novels in general, we lully endorse 

the opinion ol that strong thinker, JvHN 
Foster, who says, “ I have often main
tained tfia' fiction may be much more in
structive than history. I think so stilt ; but 
viewing the vast rouie of novels as iliey are, 
! do think they do incalculable mischief. I 
wish we could collect them all together and 
make one vast (ire of them ; I should exult 
to sec tlie smoke of them ascend like that of 
Sodom and Gomorrah : the judgment would 
be ns just." This is a severe and sweeping 
censure; yet it is doubtless a just one, and 
one with which every man, acquainted with 
the character of novels in general, and judg
ing them, as every good man must, from a 
religious stand-point, must agree. We could 
even spare the “ Food of Quality," which 
Mr, Wesley approved so highly, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, much us we admire it, and others 
equally valuable, provided we could, by their 
sifcritice, procure tbe destruction ol the en
tire mass. And it is because tbe character 
of novels is generally so corrupt, that we 
fear the tendency of that better class which 
are now being produced. True, if read 
with discrimination, and not in excess, lo 
the exclusion of more solid reading, the lat
ter may benefit their readers : but herein 
lies their dangerous influence ; like ail 
novels, they fascinate the imagination, stir 
the emotion», and furnish the mind with 
such easily bought pleasure as lend- to create 
a morbid appetite tor artificial feeling.— 
Create this, and the mind w ill soon love to 
steep itself in dissipation which, though not 
as sensual, is as really dissipation, as the 
indulgences of the opium eater or tho wine 
bibber. Nor will it long stop to inquire into 
the moral character of the novel it peruses : 
but will reail whatever conies in ils w«y, 
provided only it will gratify its passionate 
|,i»t for excitement. lienee tbe present 
rage for religious novels, it not checked, will, 
it is to be feared, be followed by a fever lor 
bail novels ; though lor the time being it 
lessens the demand for such works. Such 
a fever would be as the breatli ol the pesti
lence, a ctir-e to society and lo the church.

But even if this morbid appetite for fic
tion should slut lead Ils po-ses-.r lo familiar
ity with bad books, but should feed itself 
exclusively on religious novels, it is at ill a 
serious evil. Hannah More ha-; summed 
up ihe mischief of such an appetite in the 
following passage—“ Many works of fiction 
may be read wild safety, some even with 
profit; but constant familiarity, even v.-itli 
such as are not exceptionable m thent-elves, 
relaxes tbe mind that wants hardening, iis- 
solves the heart which wants to; nl) ing, stirs 
the imagination which wants quisling, irri
tates Ihe passions which want calming, and 
above all disinclines and (b-q ial,fic” lor ac
tive virtues and spiritual exercises. Ihe 
habitual indulgence in such renting is a 

.silent, mining mischief, i hough there is 
no act, and no moment, in which any open 
assault is made on the mind, yet the con
stant habit performs the work of a menial 
atrophy ; ami it produces all the symptoms 
of dec»)’.”—Zion’s Herald.

Sydney Smith’s Wit —A London paper 
in noticing a new edition of the Rev. Sydney 
Smith’s Works, thus remark-: on ibe incoro- 
pctency of hi; wit to accomplish his work as 
a minister of Christ :—“From the influence 
which they have exerted, as well as on oilier 
ground-, the productions ot the witty canon 
of St. Paul's possfss au enduring interest. 
Worthy as they all are of tie- highest praise 
tor their admirable style, they diilcr.widely 
iu intriif.ic moral worth, riydmy Smith 
did good service a- a writer against political 
tyranny and social injustice. NS hen, how
ever, he touched that subject w itu which his 
vocation should have made him best ac
quainted, but of which he really knew least, 
he showed how utterly incompetent is the 
keenest wit, combined with ‘be must genial 
humour, yet unaided by personal p ety, to 
appreciate emotions and efforts which .have 
their source in the spiritual perception of 
tbe eternal and invisible."


