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A si-c-,tii| t • ? ; i—— oi" o!ij r'ot ions to the Christian scheme 
üv'\ h- noticed os tlif theories of Epicurus and Ln- 
rr. ;.us ; 11 n -o n [dioldi’d the doctrine of tin- eternity of 
rtMlii-i-, and endeiv oured to fix a time when this mat­
ter uns iiriMii/nl and arranged in its present form. 
Hut v In:’ i\Il.o --it.t.Mvier of tlie ground they stood 
ii|io:i ; Tlr-v In lo ved tiiat the present emuponent 
parts of tins Sphere, were atoms moving about in the 
immee-itv > f sp: >•■■■, a: the same time, no re a-am was 
"i vi n v, ! i v tii: y were found in motion, nor any,in fa et.

In tie v are non at rest—but that, by a meeliatiioal 
rotv.ri vo'ioe. the result of neec s-firy, these atom-- re "i<- 
tog* tii*'!- in fortuitous ronncction, and by an .aeti.m of 
tlie saiuo laws, (lie present order, and arrangent* nt. 
and b-'f.'iTv. ait-! gov ernment, were established for the 
s itisfarii.ou. and comfort, and enjoyment of man.

To this argument, in a short time, an answer will

A third, and more popular elass of object ions. is 
found in the view-; of some w in experiimee a difilciilt v 
m rerun'’if u g rh-- .’hror,:.logical data of the Bible with 
rite ix do’, u from prejudice-’, \\ hieli pin jitdin s
r.re found.-I on prenoes ol their ow n cuij-tiai 'l :< a. 

The most tan !e form i:i which this objection ran be 
pres i <’ i.i the idea of a primiliva eiiaotie oiv;i:i,
• mt'im - : i: • . iemeufs of all tiling», afterwards to lie 
r's dved, by the pro-ce-s of time, from a fluid to a. so­
lid state ; and it lets been mure,led bv some, tin.' I!;•■
dortrine of the eternity of matte--- m":: lit have i.ui.ed 
in the account given liy Moo, berau-e Inps t'e- 
mass to hate been •• without f.irt.i end void"; and a 
further roneedetire lias born grant ! by s,,mp. |,v jp. 
trod tiring tlie* supposition, llt.it the six days spoken of 
in scripture were extendi 1 periods of unlimited time ; 
but wo olijert to both these rnnredonrrs, and to ti;e 
argument itsell*. in a sens'- whirli we shall shortly ex­
plain ; and it is because those will soon form part of 
our general outline and filling up, that we pa.-s on to 
another part of the subject.

Having staled these objections, we come in the first 
place to notice, the act of Creation itself.

This, as we before observed, signifies tlie bringing 
into Ik mg something whirli did not previously evk 
and the matter nr mass eut of vv hi It the present wurl, 
was arranged. For, although tlie heathen Puihuopher- 
understood not the possibility of the fart, it is not far 
one moment to be im.trine 1, tint for the same rea­
son. wc ought to reject it too.

We arknov. h dge, as the first ilictate of our reason 
'hr exi'tcn • ■ of a First Great Cause; and it is hut just 
that wc all >w in • •r-'d such an aeknowled-'ment. 
the fact, that we ram; -‘ measure our own limited 
know ledge, by ; lie s.vne standard. Again : .as there 
ran be m> p i -il,le limitation fixed ?o the power ofthis 
Great i’ir-t f itjse. [for who shall he found hold to af­

fix' tit" 'aine : I it itherefore, necessarily allowed by 
tlv -miplest pro'ess of ratiocination, that God could 
create something. nay, could create any thing, out of 
noth’, ’g ; lieMii-e it is plain, that the denial of this 
wml I involve a eontradi -tiott. For, iT his power 
rnuhl not mate arrj thing conceivable, his power 
would not lie ;h - greatest conceivable ; and if we al­
low this, we I"ndeily t!ie Creator—wc attach a finite 
limit to one of his essential attributes’ : and if there is 

Ifim'ude in eue. th re is tinitude in all. But, on the 
'contrary, h: lievittg in tlie infinitude of his Power, we 
.admit the creation of any thing and e very tiling, un­
der any circumstances or in any time, to he within the 
reach of tint Power ; and. therefore, we are hereby 
led to the fact, that there existed power adequate to 
create the materials of the universe from nothing, in 
an instant,—and that tlmy were accordingly created 
by that Power : (> tlie tilings which are seen not being 
made of tilings whirli do appear.”

| A mi will ol -er\ \ that ih" division is made into two 
jdistincf portions in the carlo -t part of the sacred nar- 
jnfive ; those two portions being, the heavens and the 
earth and there i< no doubt at all. but that the latter 
occupies a spar " in the wide field of creation, but as 
a drop in the mighty ocean ! As an illustration, tako 
fiie following computation :

It is supposed, that there are not less than 75 mil­
lions of stms in tit" univers*—the fixed stars being all 

|-iiits. and having, lik" ours’, numerous planets revoir- 
ling round them ;—the solar system, to which we be- 
! ihas about thirty planets, primary and secondary, 

,;ta lied to it ; the circular field of space which it oc- 
- '’unies is. hi diameter. d.fiOO millions of miles, and that 
which it controls, much greater ; the sun which is the 
nearest neighbour to ours, is Sirius, distant from us 
about x 1 initiions of miles :—now, if all the fix* d stars 
ire as distant from each other, as ours is distant trom 
Sirius ; or if our sy-tem be the average magnitude of 
all,—what imagination can grasp the immensity of 
Creation !—It stands, as a plantation, containing 75 
millions ol’eircular fields, each 10 billions of miles hi 
diameter !

Why. then, is the F.artli even mentioned, amidst such 
an overwhelming concatenation ofcreativcjtowcr.' Be­
cause, it is tile allotted habitation of the fa nitty of man 
—it was to be the sphere of extraordinary maniles- 
tations—it was. therefore, accounted w orthy of pecu­
liar distinction,—and, it is on similar grounds, that we 
iriv c a prominency of notice to this portion of our sub­
ject. on the present occasion. ( To Lc continue].)


