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DRASTIC MEASURES

The two most drastic measures
have now been taken with intent
of ending the Republicans’ fighting
—and both have apparently failed.
The measures | refer to are of

course, in the first place the Court- |

Martial-and-Death-Act of the Dail,
and in the second place the ex.com-
munication of the Bishops—for it
practically amounts to ex-communi-
cation. Apparently, I say, both of
these extreme measures have
unqualifiedly failed. Despite the
seeming failure, however, these
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measures—and particularly the |

action of the Bishops—will even-
tually, by indirect means, have
some effect. The extent of that
effect remains to be seen. However,
it may without hesitation be
recorded that the ‘“‘Last Call” of
the Irish Government to the Repub-
lican fighters to lay down their
arms, formidably backed up though
it was by the Bishops' pronounce-
ment, has not compelled the defee-
tion of twenty members from the
Republican fighters’ ranks. And
very few who know the circum-
stances in Ireland today, and know
the bent of the minds of the
fighters, expected otherwise,

THE IRISH FIGHTING TEMPERAMENT

The Court-Martial-and-Death-Act
has had an effect directly opposite
to that intended. It has steeled to |
the fray the Republican fighters.
The passing of this act was one of
the gravest tactical errors of which
the Irish Government | as for a long
while been guilty. The leading |

men in that government had the ‘ Irish people in the course of their

same weapon of terror leveled at

them by the British only a few | learned not only that the Church | done marvelously wll—lh(y have

years ago. And knowing as they
do how much more determinedly,
doggedly, it made them continue to
fight against the British, it is now
inexplicable how they could for a
moment imagine that the death-
threa' for carrying arms would dis-
organize or discourage the Repub-
licans. There is not a single Irish |

fighter in the ranks of either the ‘ They were tacitly against the Land | to have them with us

Republican or Government army |
who would not sooner die than be
considered a coward—and the surest
way of making him fight to the
death is to threaten him with death
if he does not cease fighting. More-
over the adoption by the Irish Gov-
ernment of this British plan has
morally weakened their case with
that section of the people who have
not yet taken sides. If the military
commanders now proceed to give
practical effect to the Death-Act
they may execute as many as three |
or four, or maybe half a dozen of |
the Republican fighters, but these
executions are likely to rouse such
a tide of public indignation as will |
swamp and destroy the Govern-
ment. Here I am not pronouncing |
upon the right or the wrong of the |
matter. I am only drawing on my |
knowledge—everybody’s knowledge,
—of the Irish temperament.

CONVINCED THE TREATY IS RIGHT,
BUT PITY THE REBELS

As illustrating the extent to
which this peculiar temperament
forces the sympathy of our people
to the side of the underdog, let me
state a curious development that is
within my own personal knowledge :
In the Donegal Mountains, close to
my home, is a flying column of the
Republican fighters—while oper-
ating around them for months past
are seyeral columns of Government
troops who are constantly harrying
and hunting them. Now the popu-
lation in this particular part of the
mountains is, or was, in the main
part Treatyite—supporters of the
Government. Yet, strange as it
will seem to outsiders, these
Government supporters right will-
ingly supply food and shelter to the
Republican boys, convey word to
them of the movements of the Gov-
ernment troops, and give mislead-
ing information to the latter. It
would amaze any outsider to
witness the sympathy and succor
afforded to the insurgents by people
who oppose them on princ iplo-——(md
it will strike him as an ther of ‘‘the
strange paradoxes of the Irish
Nation.” Of course, the explana-
tion is, that as for long ages past in
Ireland, the fugitive from official
““justice’’ was really a patriot and
a hero, the Irish nature still instine- |
tively sides with the hunted one.
N w the more the Republican
fighters are harried and hunted, the
more strongly is the sympathy of
the country people drawn to them.
And, by the way, this very develop-
ment is one of the main factors
upon which the Republican leaders
counted for success when they con-
fidently began their fight against
what seemed to be the overwhe Im-
ing forces of the Goyernment. Yet |
this factor has failed them, for |
though a great body of the country
people sympathize with and succor
the fighters while they see them
suffering around them, they have
not let their tympathies win them
over to speak or vote against the
Treaty. They would like to see the |
fight ended with the Treaty trium-
phant—but they wish there was
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