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THE STORY OF A VIOLIN

Of all the musty little shops in the
orooked Rue 8t. A——, old Hamel's was
perhaps the most so; and yet it was
before this shop that sn open carriage
suddenly stopped one summer morning,
snd the foreign-looking gentleman who
alighted, entered the dusty doorway.
Inside the shop he paused before sn
odd jumble of earious things—cobwebby
little marble statuettes, bits of quaint
porcelsin, queer old wusiosl instru-
ments, and here and there a gilt
canary cage hanging above. From the
mist of this medley the sound of »
olesr sweet violin arose, and floated
past the gentleman through the shop to
the street. In fact, it was just that
which had csused the gentleman to stop
his carrisge here.

“What would Monsieur be pleased
to have?” inquired the old shop-
keeper.

“] beard some one playing s violin in
here,” replied the gentlemsn. “It
seemed & sweet-toned instrument ; and
seelng those others in your window
there, I thought it might be for sale.
Is it s0 2"

“Oh, certainly ! There are some
fine instruments here, and great bar-
geins, This that you have done me
the honor to admire is & genuine Strad-
ivarius.”

Monsieur cut him short.

“Ay, but just bring out whoever is
vlaying back there, and let me hear &
little more of it. My own ears sre all
the recommendation I care for.”

Hamel bowed low.

“Tony, bring the violin in here. “My
grandson, Monbsieur,” he said, as the
boy entered, “who loves better to try
every violin that comes into the shop
than to earn s day’'s wages at selling.
No turn for business whatever ; and
that's bad for a boy—very bad, as I've
told him,—however well he may play
the violin.”

But the boy, with his eyes bent
dresmily upon the violin, scarcely
seemed to hear. He was a slight, thin-
featured lad, with s mass of jet black
hair curling around his neck, — which,
together with his sweeping black
lashes, made him seem paler than he
was,

The gentleman took off his glasses
and rubbed his eyes.

“Your grandson ?” he repeated,
glanciog from the boy to the old man.
They certainly did not resemble each
other.

“My daughter's child, Tony Marelli.
As Monsieur sees, this violin is of the
oldest wood—"

“Nay, I care nothing for the age of
the wood 1” said Monsieur, waving the
instrument back. “If it were made
yesterday and ded to suit me it
would be all the same ; for, even if my
eyesight were better, I know nothing
of a violin by its looks ; I have.never
handled one. Bat my ear is true, and I
know well enough if it screeches or
sings ; and I thought of surprising my
little daughter with this when I go
back to Leipsic.”. (The boy flashed a
pleased look at Monsieur) “She is to
begin practice this autumn, and Ishould
like her to have an instrument of tone.
Be good enough to play something else,
my lad !”

Hsmel handed Tony the violin, and

ohe obeyed. A soft, haunting strain
sweetened the air of the little shop.
The stranger put on his glaeses, an
stroked his beard, smiling.

“Ah, yes, I have heard that before !
It is one of my brother's pieces, and it
proves your violin a good one ; for the
tone is very like his, and that is excel-
lent. The price, then, please 2"

Hamel, with a shrewd glance at hie
would-be purchaser, named a goodly
sum. Monsieur took out his check-
book and paid it unhesitatingly, re-
questing that the violin be cased and
taken to the carriage.

But where was the case? Among
such a huddle of things it was possible
to lose almost anything. Tony, with a
regretful look at the violin, roused him-
self to search about.

“But it was here half an hour ago
grandfather1” he said, wonderingly.

“Ah, maybe so, meybe not! Who
knows ? You are dreaming most of the
time, Tony. There! You will break
something, poking about so. Keep
quiet. I will find it.”

“Oh,” said the gentleman, good-
naturedly, “no need to hurry ! Just
send it any time to-day, — Hotel R—,
Room 20. I do not leave till night.”

Hamel, rising from his hands and
knees, deagged the missing case from
bebind & hesp of misceManeous mer-
chandise by the counter.

“With many thanks, Monsieur, but
here it is.” And he put the violin he
held inside of it.

Tony stood at the door, looking after
the carriage as it was driven away.

“Leipsic!” he murmured. “Where
the’ is,—he that draws out a violin's
goul at will! Oh, if 1 only had him to
teach me, I too should some day play as
he does 1"

The carriage disappeared, and Tony,
sighing, turned into the shop again.
His grandfather came in after him,
chuckling and rubbing his hands to
gether.in a highly pleased manner.

Ah, my dear Tony, that was busi-
pness ! You have no eye to that, wy
son. A great pity? You might
succeed me here, and be worth some-
thing some day ; but I'm afraid you'd
pever think of such a neat little arrange-
ment at that now.

“Bat how, grandfather ?” said the
boy. “If one wished to buy something
of me, I should tell him the price ; and
if we agreed it would be sold, as you
gold the violin just now. It did not

take much knowledge of business for
”

“Eh, but it did not ?” returned his
grandfather with a look that puzzled
Tony. “To turn an ordinary, nice-
toned little fiddle into a rare Cremons,
and that of an instant’s notice, re-
quires quite a business knowledge, I
think, my son!” And old Hamel
laughed softiy.

“Why—what do you mean ?” faltered
Tony, sghast. “You sold the gentle-
man the real Stradivarius ; it was that
I was playing!”

“Ay, he bought the real article,—
there’s no doubt about that. But it
oceurred to me—for I always keep an eye
to business—thst & man who knows no
more of vioiins than whether they sing
or screech could be just as happy with

» nice little instrument that sings very
prettily as with any other,—oh, quite
as happy | For a violin made yester-
day, if it sounded to suit him, would be
all the same to him as it it were old as
the hills and of the most beausitul work-
manship. You heard him, my dear !
Hence observe my mansgement. By
putting a nice- singing little ddle, thas
lay close to hand, into the Cremona’s
oase, I content Monsieur and profit my-
selt & olear fifty napoleons. A quick
bargsin, asd both sides pleased. It
takes 8 business head for that, Tony.”

Tony leaned sgsinst the counter,
stupified. -

“You did that, grandfatber!'” he
gasped ; and then, like & swily wave,
there rushed over him the memory of
his dead mother, and their life in
Florence. She was a poor little widow
ever since he could remember, but
they had been very happy together ;
and her one thought had always been
to teach him what was right so far as
she knew, and help him to keep to it.
Ever since he knew anything at sll, he
had heard her soft voice saying : “Do
right, my Tony, snd grow like thy
| father.” And now his own grandfather
—his mother's father |-— what had he
done ?

“Oh, don't be slarmed, Tony !” the
old msn was saying , as he drew the
real Oremons from behind the heap on
the floor and placed it carefully in a
box on the counter. “Don’t be alarmed!
Nobody will be the wiser. And if
sach s thing should happen as the
gentleman's becoming so, he will come
bsck here, when I will explain my little
mistake and exchange the instruments.
Tat ! It is only that in searcbiog for
the case I laid down the Oremonsa, and
in my hurry picked up the wrorg
violin. ‘A million pardons, Monsieur !
Here is your Stredivarius, which I had
not noticed before.’” And he bowed
mockingly.

Tony’s eyes blazed like black coals.
With 8 protesting gesture, he stepped
forward ; but his voice trembled =0
that he could hard'y speak.

#Grandfather, you should send the
Signor his violin quick,—the one he
paid for, I will take it to him. You
can exchange it now. He must have
it1”

0Old Hamel turned away with a shrug
and a smile.

“Q Tony, Tony, you have much to
learn, my son! You are really a green-
horn. Bah! What a milksop for
business !"”

The boy had grown very white when
Hamel told what had been doue, but
now his face flushed crimson. Picking
up his cap, he went to the richly
colored Stradivarius, lifted it from its
cushions, and as if it were some living,
lovable thing, hugged it to him, while
he turned to the old man.

“Grandfather, I will go to rectify
your mistake.” And he moved toward
the door.

“You will ?” said Hamel, stepping
after him, his face darkening with
sadden passion. “Couldil not take it from
you, boy ? But never mind. Go if
you will. But send the fiddle back to
me. Don't come yourself.”

Tony trembled. What was to be-
come of him? He had no money, no
friends in France, if anywhere.

Clutehing the violin, he sank back
against the doorway ; a shudder ran
through him. For the first time in his
life he knew the temptation to be dis-
honest. Opportunities had often come
to him, but they had not tempted him.
Even in the worst poverty at Florence,
tbere had slways been something to
which he could look forward — his
little earnings by street filddling, —
something which would put bread into
the mouths of the dear little mother and
himself ; and she had always made a
home for him, even if it were only a
garret. But now he had no one except
his grandfather ; and nothing — not
even the strength to labor. What but
starvation and misfortune lay before
bim if he crossed the will of the old

man ?
Tony lifted his eyes, and saw Hamel's

anger-distorted face and frowning
brows bent upon him. “Do right, my
Tony, and grow like thy father.” His
soul heard his mother's words as plainly
as though they had only just been
spuken ; and the memory of that voice
was like a delivering angel. He
raised his head and suddenly grew pale
again.

“I will go, grandfather.”

And, olasping the violin, he passed
into the street.

* * * * * *

A gentle rap on the doop of Room 20,
Hotel R——

“To gsee Mousieur,” explained the
gervant to the gentleman within, as he
usbered in a boy.

“Hn?” said the gentleman, turning
his glasses upon Tony. “The young
violinist! Come in. Aud what brings
youl With another violin too! Want
to sell out your stock eh?” And the
gentleman smiled genially.

The boy flush red, then pale.

4] am Tony Marelli, Signor. I have
come to correct a mistake. The |wrong
violin was given you, Signor, in—in the
burry. [ bring you the Stradivarius.”
And hé held it out.

“What!” cried the gentleman. “How is
this ? A mistake ? I have not the violin
I paid for 2"

“No, Signor. The violins got ex-
changed somehow. But I came as quick
as I could with the right one. You will
see the difference at once by comparing
them. This is—oh, a violin {for a king
to play on. Signor!” (The boy’s love

of the instrument broke out in forgetful
enthusiasm.)

“My grandfather” (he winced) does
not know the true worth of such an io-
gtrument as this. He rates them only
by what he can get for them. He has no
ear for music. But think, Signor! If
it speaks 8o #oftly for me, how heavenly
sweet it could sound for one like Tal-
mador Ovad !”

The gentleman stated.

“Palmador Ovad. And what do you
know of him ?”

“] heard him play once, in Florence,”
aaid Tony, with luminous eyes; “and no
one could forget that, for it was like the
singing of angels. And after I tried each
day to play over sll that he played, L
remembered it all,—I think every note
of it,—but to play,—that was auother
thing. 1could getthe tune well enough;
bat that was like one voice, while bis
was a8 if all the angels were singing to
gether,in & whisper.

The gentleman looking st Tony did
not speak. Perhaps the silence re-
called the boy to himself.

% They said he was Hungarian, Signor,
though he lives in Leipsic. Perhaps
you have had the happiness to hear him
many times ?"

% Yes,” sald the gentleman, “ I have
heard him many times.”

“ Ah! And you may even know him,
Signor ?"

“ Well, yes,”" ans d the g: man
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during this period. When I awoke to

the fuot of my dense ignorance, I felt

;eoentmt; snd I confess I do to this
By,

* Protestants never think of such a
thing ns reading Oatholie books, or per-
fodicals ; or soything that smells of
‘Rome.” 1 never did ; and yet I was, of
»ll men, not a bigot. It is an inborn
and fostered prejudice of many genera-
tions. But this is not all. Notonly are

stroking his beard. *I have met him.”

“ Some day—" begsn Tony snimated-
ly, snd stopped. With a sort of a
shiver he onoe more held out the violin.
“ Pardon, Signor! I was forgetting.
Will you plesse examine this, and give
me the other violin ?”

Instead of takihg it, the gentleman
removed his glasses and gased st Tony
for s moment very steadily. Them he
rose, and going to s table upon whioh his
violimcase rested, he took ount the vio-
lin within, and resumed his seat.

“ Many persons,” he said guietly,
“ would think this ‘mistake’ sltogether a
hoax, Tooy Marelli, and would have
both violias examined by s conmoisseur
especially as I told your grandfather
snd you that I knew nothing ot violins
except by tone. But I do know that
there are faces beyond lying, snd I be-
lieve yours is one of them. Moreover,
I trust you for other reasons. But it is
only natural I should seek insome wsy
to confirm my opinion. As I have said,
my ear is not readily deceived : itisa
family acuteness for tone. Let me hear
you play this violin, then the cther.”

The boy, with a feverish desire for
perfect tairness, did as he was bid.

When both iostroments had been
tried, the gentleman exclaimed with de-
light at the tone ot the Cremona, then
added :

“ You play well, my young violinists!”

Tony prepsred to go. But how was
he to get his grandfather’s violin back
to him ? He was forbidden to return
himself.

+ Sigoor,” he said in embarrassment,
¢ [ ghall not return to the shop to-day—
or soon. If you would be so good a8 to
have this left there for me, it would be
a great kindness. 1 do not know just
when 1 could, take it myself, nor with
whom [ could leave it !” He paused,
coloring.

# Certainly,” said the gentleman.
“ But not goiog back ? You have found
a better place ?”

“ No, Signor.”

“ No? Of for a holiday ?"

“No, Signor, I—thst is, 1 don’t know.”

“ Upon my word,” said the gentle-
man, laughingly, * you're a funny fel-
low. But I see you are in trouble.
Tell me about it. 1 am interested in
you, Tony Marelli, and so I am curious
to know why you sre not to retura to
the shop. Teil me, have you displeased
your grandfather ?”

The boy could not resist the kindness
of that voice.

« J—I am afraid, Signor,” he faltered.

« And why ? Tell me why.”

For answer a flame of color swept the
boy’s cheeks and brow.”

* Too much playing, is it ?"”

“ No, Signor.”

% Ah, well, you do not wish me to
know,” said the geuntlemsn, as he rose
hastily and laid a hand kindly upon the
boy’s shoulder. * But I think 1 under-
stand this matter, auyway. Do not go
Tony. Iam your friend, child. Trust
me. You do not return because you
have brought me the Stradivarius ?”

And then the pent-up tears gushed
through Tony's fluge:s, that strove to
hide his face.

» And you are not to go back at all ?
Answer me, my boy. Not at all?”

A low sob and an almost inaudible
“ No, Signor.”

& Then I will tell you where you may
go if you wish: with me to Leipsie, to
learn to play of the violinist, Talmador
Ovad, himself.”

“ Learn of the master, Signor ? Bat
how could I do that?” Tony forgot
his tears, and looked up with eyes like
sunbesms in spring showers.

“ Well,” said the gentleman smiling;
“enough of mystery | Talmador Ovad
is my own dear brother, and he will
teach you, I promise, when he hears you
play his cradle song as you played it in
the shop this morvicg. As to the rest,
I will see to it. All is settled. You
will go with me to-night.”

% Oh, Signor!” And then, being
speechless, Tony poured out his grati-
tude in passionate kisses on Signor
Ovad's hand. * But my grandistber,
Signor ? You will not let harm come to
bim? He is so old,—so_very old!
Graciously forgive him, Signor. He
did not take the violin from me, as he
might have done. And perhaps he has
not long to live—pardon Signor, be-
cause he is so old 1"

Melchior Ovad stroked his beard
thoughtfully.

“So old a roguel!” he muttered,
frowning ; but, meeting the boy’s en
treating eyes, be smiled and made haste
to answer ; *‘ As you wiil, Tony,—be-
oause he is 80 old 1'—The Ave Maria.

CANDID ADMISSION BY A METHODIST
MINISTER

Rev. J. B. Hemmion, Wolfville, N. S.

“ It is & strange snd lamentable fact
that not one Provestant in ten thousand
knows the truth about the teaching and
practice of the Catholic Church. Many
do not know that there was any Chris-
tian Charch from the first or second cen-
tary, until the * Reformation, or for
about a thousand four hundred years.
And they believe that there was then,
virtually, a new Kevelation.

“ When a person of comwmon gense
wishes to obtain information sbout any-
thing, whether, political, religious,
scientifie, or it matters not what in may
be, he goos to headquarters for authen-
tic information—uever to those who
seek to destroyy or who are the enem'es
of that which he wisbes to study. Not
one Protestant in thousauds ever seeks
information concerning the Catholie
Church from Ontholic sources. The
history of Christianivy, from the
apostles to the fifteanth century. is not
tanght io any Prolestant theclogieal
geminary nor snywhere else smongat
Protestants, as far as I know. Nor is it
possessed by Protestants. I have vever
ssen nor heard of such work, except in
Germany. 1 studied theology. passed
my exsminstion for the Methodist
church, and knew abgolutely nothing of
Christisnity, or whether there was any,

Protestants absolutely igoorant of Cathe
olia teaching, practice and history ; but
they generally believe s distorted cari-
cature and csll it * Romanism.’"—
Truth.

Written for the CATHOLIC RECORD

GRATTAN'S PARLIAMENT

AN INTERBSTING REVIEW OF A
LATE PUBLICATION ON THIS
SUBJEOT BY THE HON. SENA-
TOR POWER OF HALIFAX

This Irish Psrllasment died when it
voted for the Legis'ative union with
Great Britain in 1800, The repeal of
that union wes the great object of
patriotic Irishmen from 1800 to the
death of O'Connell in 1847, From that
time to Isasc Batt's proposal in 1873 of
s scheme of Home Rule based on the
federal system, there was really no law-
ful organisation in Ireland with & definite
plan for 8 change in the constitutional
relations hetween the Green Isle and
her sister Kingdoms. Since 1873 those
relations have been discussed from
almost every point of view, and fre-
quent references have been made to the
Irish Parliament which sat in College
Green, Dablin, from 1782 to 1800. No
doubt well informed statesmen snd poli-
ticisns in Ireland bave been fairly
familiar with the constitution and
history of that body; but to most pecple
outside that country and to a large pro-
portion of those living in it the term
~Grattan's Parlisment” has conveyed a
very hazy impression. The desired
light upon this interesting institution

has now heen piaced before the public’

in & work entitled;—“Grattan’s Parlia-
went, Before and After,” written by M.
MecDonnell Bodkin, K. C., andipublished
by T. Fisker Unwin, London.

Mr. Bodkin was educated at Tullabeg
Jesuit College aud the Catholic Uni-
versity, was adwitted to the Bar, did
duty for some time as & newspaper re-
porter, was & Nationslist M. P. for
North Roscommon from 1892 to 1895,
was appointed to his present position of
County Court Judge in 1907 and is the
author of several successful books.
The results of bis varied experience are,
we think, to be found in the work now
being  considered. The language
throughout, even if no regard were had
to the quotations claesical and English
—of which there are a reasonable num-
ber—is that of a scholar, and the style
shows the ease and fluency of the prac-
tised writer for the press. The state-
ments of law and facts indicate & legal
training, while showing a clearness and
condensation that do not always charac-
terize lawyers' written efforts; and
there are many touches of the ‘“old
parlismentary hend.” Finally, while
there is no sttempt to hide the writer's
sympathics, the blemishes and mistakes
of his heroes are not hidden, and the
evidence is summed up after the manner
of s judge. The author has succeeded
in carrying out the undertaking of his
preface; he does “Nothing extenuate
por set down sught in malice,” and he
bhss givenp his book in a high degree the
vaggential quality” of being “readable,”

Inssmuch ss comparatively few of our
readers are likely to have a chance to
read Grattan's Parliament, we take the
liberty to set forth more of the substance
work than would be altogether justifiable
were it readily accessible.

Amongst the Parliaments that legis-
lated for Irelsnd before 1782 the first to
which attention is called is the trien-
nial convention held at Tara, estab-
lished by King Olam Fodlagh about 950
before Christ. Plowden—an Koglish
writer—speaks highly of this “‘grave,
deliberate and sedate’” national council.
Like praise cannot be bestowed upon
the Angio-Irish legislation that came
after Henry IL's invasion. It has to be
borne in mind, however, that the
statutes, from those of Kilkenny in 1366
to those of Henry VIII. were iutended
for the English pale, which included a
comparatively small part of the island,
end dealt rather with the “rebels”
therein than with the “Irish enemies.”
Those enemies had no rights recog-
nized by law. Mr. Bodkin begins his
second chapter with the following para-

raph:

“Koglish policy in Ireland from first
to last had three distinet objects. First-
ly, the confiscation of Irish land;
secondly, the persecution of Irish re-
ligion, tbirdly, the destruction of Irish
manufasture and commerce. To under-
stand the rise and fall of the Irish
Parliament it 18 necessary to briefly in-
dicate by what methods these three
objects were attempted and accomp-
lished.”

Fortunately, in a notice such a8 this,
one is not expected to give the evi-
dence produced in support of the siate-
ments made in this parsgraph. It is
enough to say that Mr. Bodkin clearly
establishes their truth.

It does, however, seem appropiate o
give one exiract from the chapter
which deals with the religious question:

“Oply for one brief period In 1689,
when King James 1L, called together sn
Irish Pariiament, did the Catholic
majority exercixé power in their own
country. In view of the charges of in-
tolerance pow ourrent agsinst Irieh
Catholics it is interesting to recsll some
of the proceedings of that Parliament.

“Mhe Cstholies who constituted tLat
asgembly had bitter provocation to re-
prisals. ‘There was probably,® writes
Mr. Lecky, ‘scarcely & man in the Irlsh
Parliement of 1689 who had not been
deeyply injured by the penal enactments
it his fortane and his family. Yet that
Catholic Parlisment, by its first Act, an
Act which the Protestant historisn con-
fesges to be ‘far in advence of the age,’
esiablished absolute religious freedow
and equality. By avother Act, denying
the right of Eoglish Parliaments to leg:
islate for [reland, it lai¢ down the doc-
trie of Irish liberty, long after vindi-
cated by Gratten and the volunteers.”

At page b1, Mr. Bodkin says: ‘The
first 1egular journals of the Irish House
of Commons, #4111 extant, open with the

official record of a Parliament sum-
moned in the eleventh year of James L
sud extend in an unbroken series to the
extinetion of the Irish Parliament by
the Act of Union. But those earlier
assemblies were of spasmodie origjn, of
irregular duration, and of little or no
suthority., 1t was not until the Irish
Qommons came to sit in the old House
lu College Green that there was any-
thing even faintly resembling a Parlia-
ment in the modern acoceptation of the
word.”

The first step towards the erection of
the existing structure in College Green
was taken on the first of January, 1728,
when “six thoussnd pounds were voted
towards providing meterisls snd build-
ing a new perliament house.” The
new house would seem to have
been ocoupled about 1739, The build-
ing, however, did not receive its
finishing touches till 1787. It was then
“gan architeotursl masterpiece.”

Chapter ViIl. headed “The Irish
Parlisment” opens with an acoount of
the “stately and gorgeous ceremonial”
attending the visits of the Viceroy and
goes on to speak of the remarkable com-
bination of eloquence snd conviviality
which characterised the sessions.

At page 82 we are given the other
side of the medal.

“The Irish House of Commons with
all its splendor and eloquence was, in
truth, even safter the ocoming and
trinmph of | Grattan, ‘a goodly apple
rotten at the core,’ impotent andj cor-
rupt. Not merely were four-fitths of
the population wholly excluded from
membership and franchise, but even
the Protestant minority of hall a
million had no real representation in
Parliamwent.

The House of Commons consisted of
300 members, and was in the year 1783
constituted as follows :

32 Countiea returned Kuights
7 Cities returned Citizens
University of Dablin returned

Representatives 2
110 B roughs returned

Burgesses 220

Of which the people returned 81
Of which the patrons returned 219

64
14

“Two hundred meubers of the House
were chosen by 100 individuals, and
30 great borough holders controlled 8
working majority of the House.”

Bat “the Parliasment of those days
(before 1782) was not merely corrupt; it
was also disabled Administration was
wholly outside its funection and its
powers of legislation reduced to a min-
imum by British control.”

“[n 1495 the Boglish Deputy, Sir Ed-
ward Poynings, summoned a scratch
gathering of his adherents to devise
plans for resisting the Yorkist tenden-
cies of the Apglo-Irish colopists. By
one provision of the Act paszed in this
haphazard fashion all laws which pre-
vious to this date had been passed in
England were made binding on Ireland.
By another the independence of all
future Parliaments in Ireland was de-
stroyed.”

“[t provided that ‘all causes and con-
siderations for calling a Parliament in
Ireland and all the Bills which were to
be brought forward during its sessions
must be previously certified to the
King by the Cnief Governor and Council
of Ireland and affirmed by the King and
his Council under the Great Seal of
England, and that any proceeding of an
Irish Parliament which bad not been so
certified before the Parliament was
assembled should be null and void.

“By an act of Philip and Mary this
provision was somewbat wodified and
the Irish Privy Council was allowed to
send over Bills for the approbation of
the English Privy Council at a time
when the Irish Parliament was actually
in session.” p. 87 sq.

“But though the right of the English
Privy Council to originate, alter or veto
ordinary Bills was generally conceded,
the claim to originate or alter a Bill
of Supply was flercely opposed. In
Ireland, as in Kogland, the point was
taken that supply was a voluntary gitt
of the Commons and belonged exclusive-
ly to their province, wholly exempt
from foreign suggestion or control.”

As a matter of fact, although the
principle contended for by the Commons
was recognized on one or two occasions,
the gemeral practice was to submit
money biils as well as all others to the
Eoglish Privy Council.

Mr. Bodkin's Tenth Chapter bears
the heading “The Pioneers of Inde-
pendence” and deals with three men
whom he deems entitled to be so de-
scribed. The first is William Molyneux
who in the reign of William -1IL pub-
lished & little book entitled “The Case
of Ireland being bound by sn Act of
Parliament in Kngland stated,” which
“paised the author to instant popular-
ity in Ireland.” On the other hand,
“it was condemned by the British Par-
liament and directed to be burned by
the common hangman. The only
apparent practioal result was the pass-
ing of an English Act which expressly
declared the powers of the English Par-
liament to legisiate for Ireland end
asserted an appellate jorisdiction in
Eogland over the Irish Courts of Law.”

Swift is spoken of as the chief
pioneer, and his Drapier's Letters and
other writinge are discussed briefly al-
though in an iuteresting way.

Lucas was the third of the protesting
patriots to denounce Poynings’ Law ;
but “the Honse whose privilege he
chawpioned directed his book to be
burned by the commion hangman snd
commsnded him to spswer at the
Bar the charge of breach of privilege.
A prosecution was threatened and he
fled to England ‘toa void,’ as Lecky tells
us, ‘imminent imprisonment.’”

In Chapter XI. the hero of Mr. Bod-
kin’s book sppears on the scene. We
are told that, “The Parliament which
Henry Grattan entered in 1775 as &
pominee of Earl Charlemont for a
pocket, borough was equally distin-
guished for its brilliancy and its cor-
ruption.” He very shortly became the
leader of the popular party. His first
important motion, one for retrench-
ment, was rejected by an overwhelming
majority.

«Meanwhile, however, s new and
tremendous force was rapidly coming
into play. England’s military power
was reduced to its lowest ebb at the
close of the disastrous war with Amer-
jcs. The Irish coast was threatened
with invasion and the Government had

neither money nor men to oppose the
fnvader.”

“Under those circumstsnces the
country, begiluning with Belfast, re-
solved to make ready for its own de-
fences, Such was the origin of the
Irish volunteers, an almost miraculous
schievement of patriotic energy.
Suddenly in the midst of this poverty-
stricken people there sprang up s
splendid national army, uniformed, dis-
ciplined, eflective, organised by no
other impetus and dependent on no other
support than the patriotism of the
people, The enthusi d like

discontents snd jealousies and are
united in » desire to gratify every wish
expressed in your late address to the
throne.’ "’

“The declaratory Act of George 1. was
repesled in Eogland, Poynings' Law
was repesled io Ireland. The Irish
Parlisment shook off its broken fetters
snd was free.” p 138,

Chapter XV, deals with “ The Inde-
pendent Parlisment.”” At the risk of
belog thought tedious, we shall give its
opening snd its closing sentences.

“ The Parliament was free, but the

wildfire from Ulster over the other
three provinces till the entire country
was enrclled.

“The enrollment was at first restrictéd
to Protestants. The enslaved Catho-
lics were forbidden to besr arms and
were excluded from the ranks of the
Volunteers. They had, indeed, little
hope from the movement : foreign in-
vasion might improve their position;
it could not make it worse than it was.
But somehow they caught the con-
tagion of patriotic enthusissm and
freely contributed from their poverty
to the military organisation from which
they were excluded by their faith.”

“It is estimated that in the prime of
its power the national sarmy of volun-
teers numbered at least 100,000 dis-
ciplined men, fully armed, equipped with
artillery, aud officered by the most dis-
tinguished men in the country.

“ The volunteers from the first applied
themselves to the furtherance of the
national prosperity of Ireland snd later
to the national d d for independ
ence.”

* The influence of the volunteers made
itself felt even in a Parliament armour
plated with corruption but resident in
Ireland, and therefore not wholly immune
to Irish public opinion. Grattan was
there ready and eager to take advant-
age of the working spirit of patriotism.
‘The hour had come snd the man.'”

A resolution, originating with Grattan,
in favor of free trade was unauimously
earried in Commons, and this policy was
most strenuously supported by the
volunteers, As a result ** Lord North
introduced a Bill in the English Parlia-
ment ‘to allow Ireland free trade in wool,
woolens, glass, leather and all other
forms of manufacture to all the ports of
the British Colonies and plantations
hitherto closed to her commerce.’” This
Bill became law without any delay.

Chapter XIIL is devoted to * The
Struggle for Independence.” We are
told that, * The leader and people were
alike convinceed that the independence
of the Irish Parlisment was the only
security for the permanence of the con-
cessions already gained. Their appetite
had been whetted by the first taste of
freedom. Grattan, in defiance of almost
all the patriots by whom he was com-
monly supported, declared on the bold
stroke of & declaration of Parliamentary
Independence.”

% On the 19ch of April, 1780, he for the
first time moved in the Irish House of
Commons s declaration of Irish rights.
"That the King's most excellent Majesty
and the Lords and Commons of Ireland
Ireland are the only power to make laws
for Ireland.’” His speech on that occa-
sion he himself regarded to be the great-
est he ever delivered. No extracts can
do justice to its surpassing eloquence.”

Our author proceeds, however, to give
gome striking extracts, the reproduction
of which lack of space forbids.

“The splendid appeal was made in vain
to a House of Commons subservient and
corrapt. The motion was indefinitely
adjourned, and no entry of it was per-
mitted to appesr on the journals of the
House of Commons. But the moral
effect of speech and motion was tremend-
ous.”

*# Grattan's appeal found a prompt re-
sponse in the great Volunteer Conven-
tion at Dangannon.,” The reeolutions
adopted at this remarkable gathering
may be looked upon as the sure fore-
runners of the patriotic triumph which
followed soon after.

“ The first resolution declared that
‘the claim of any body of men other
than the King, Lords, and Commons of
Ireland to make laws t6 bind Ireland is
unconstitutional,illegal and a grievance.’
The last resolution, at Grattan’s special
instance, proclaimed that ‘as mwen, as
Irishmen, a8 Christians and as Protest-
auts, we rejoice in the relaxation of the
Pensal Laws of our Roman Catholic fel-
low subjects, and that we conceive the
measure to be fraight with the happiest
consequences to the union and prosper-
ity of the inhabitants of Ireland.’ ”

“ A few days later Grattan again
moved a declaration of Irish Parliament-
ary Independence in the House of Com-
mons. The speech was replete with his-
toriec research, logical argument, power-
ful appesl, and behind it was the driv-
ing force of the Volunteers. In spite of
argument and eloquence he was defeated
by a majority of 137to 68.

“ But chis was s Pyrrhie victory for the
Government, the harbinger of an igno-
minious defeat.”

Oan the !63h of April, 1782, Grattan
wound up an eloguent speech ** by mov-
ing resolutions demending the repeal of
the Eoglish Act 6th ot George I, which
averred that Acts of the English Parlia
ment W8 binding on Ireiand ; protest-
ing against mutilation or suppression by
the Privy Council of Eagland or Ireland
of Aots passed by the Irish House of
Commons and finally proclaiming :

‘The Kingdom of Ireland is a distinet
Kingdom with & Parliament of her own,
and that there is no body of men com-
petent to make laws to bind the pation
but the King, Lords, and Commous of
Irelaud, nor any Parliament which hath
any power or suthority of any sort in
this Kingdom save only the Parliament
of Ireland. * * *

« The Declaration twice rejected, was
unanimously carried with the enforced
consent of the Government.”

The popular rejoicing over this victory
may be imagined. * In England it had
been recognized that the alternative to
concession was deflance, snd England,
enfeebled and humiliated by the Amer-
joan war, had no forces that could hope
to cope with the Volunteers. Only one
reply was postible. The Duke of Port-
land, addressing the Irish House for the
first time, proclaimed his satisfaction
that he was ‘enabled by the magnanimity
of the King and the wisdom of the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain to assure you that
immediate sttention has been paid to
your representations and that the
British Legislature has concurred in the
resolution to remove the cauges of your

try was not free, Grattsa had in-
deed liberated the Irish Parliament
from Eoglish control, but he had not
submitted it to the control of the peeple
of Irelsad. Unreformed and corrupt as
we have seen, the Irish ‘Imdependeat’
Parlisment faintly represented the
views of the Protestant minority, the
great Ostholic majority it did not repre-
sent at all. In the words of Moore's
‘Captain Rook :'

‘Ireland did still pretend,
Like a sugar loal turned upside, down,
To stand upon her smaller end,

and the sttitude was fatal to the equili-
brium of her constitution.

Grattan's Parlisment failed to justify
Grattan’s boast that it had ‘moulded the
jarring elements of the country into a
pation.’ Four-fifths of the people were
still outside the constitution, but of him
st least it may be truly said that the wish
was father of the thought.

“ Still Grattan spoke truly when he
said thas the Parliament was the ‘great-
est that ever set inIreland.” There was
an amazing assemblage of statesmanship
and eloquence within the walls of the
old House in College Green.” * * *

“Mr. Redmond has more than once
declared that it is better for a country
to govern itself badly than to be well
governed by a foreign nation. His view
is amply justified by the results of Irish
Independence. The Irish Parliament as
then established was safllicted with
almost every fault that could disable a
legislative body; it's one redeeming
virtue was that it was Irish., In spite
of all ite other limitations the years be-
tween its establishment and its fall, be-
tween 1782 and 1800, were the brightest
in the history of Ireland.”

Hard upon Grattan's great victory
came the quarrel between him and Flood,
which is discussed in Chapter XVI,
header “The Rift"” and the consequences

of which were most disastrous to the
cause of Irish Iudependence.

The quarrel was begun by Flood who
“when the Act (of George I.) was re-
pealed and his rival was at the height of
his fame, began at first to insinuate and
afterwards to boldly declare that simple
repeal was wholly ineffectual and im-
sufficient. The power thus abandoned
by England might, he contended, be re-
sumed; Irelsnd’s only resal security was
an Act of renunciation by Eogland.

“To this Grattan vehemently ob-
jected.”

As our author says:—*“The distine-
tion taken by those two great men
was the distinction between Tweedle-
dum and Tweedledee;” but, as
so often happens in the cases
of such futile controversies, the
contest was most bitter and prolonged.

“A few years later a Renunciation
Biil was passed declaring the independ-
ence of the Irish I’arliament snd the Irish
law courts, ‘ to be established and ascer-
tained forever and at no time hereafter
be questionable or questioned.””

“1i Flood was most to blame in the
inception of the dispute Grattan was
most to blame in its conduct. He re-
sented the suggestion of a Renunciation
Bill with somethivg like ferocity.”

When Flood put down a motion for in-
quiry on the subject Grattan moved and
carried an amendment refusing leave to
bring in heads of a Renunciation Bill.

Flood's doctrines found favor with the
Volunteers, and as Grattan refused to
consider their views, * the conduct of
affairs passed from Grattsn’s control to
Fiood's, and Flood, though a man of
commanding ability, was no adequate
substitute for Grattan. He was, more-
over, hampered by the open hostility or
lukewarm support of his greater rival.”

We cannot go into the details of this
struggle nor give even a summsry of
the speeches delivered in the House of
Commous by Grattan and Filood. Mr.
Bodkin closes this painful though in-
teresting chapter with the following
paragraph :

“In later years Grattan regretted
his vitriolic speech. He spoke with
much respect of Fiood and paid a grace-
ful tribute to his memory when he died.
But the evil was done. Each of the two
great leaders of the Independent Irish
Parliament was committed to relentless
hostility to aby policy, however admir-
able, that was supported by the rival.
A fatal jealousy was engendered, * The
direful spring of woes unnumbered,’ to
their common country.”

Shorsly after the quarrel between
Grattan and Flcod there was held in
Dablin, a second great{convention|of the
Volunteers, summoned for the purpose
of dealing with the subject of Parlia-
mentary Reform.

** There were two candidates for the
presidency of this great Convention.
On the one hand the feeble and timid
Conservative Lord Charlemont, who had
resched to prominence solely through
his early connection with Gratben, snd
on'the other the fearless demoorat Earl
of Bristol, the Protestaut Bishop of
Derry. Surely never were two rivals
in sharper contrast. The Bishop of
Derry, of whom too little is remembered,
might be described as an Irish Wolsey,
with this distinction, that Wolsey was a
plebian turned aristocrat while Bristol
was & nobie turned democrat. A Brit-
ish noble and an Irish Bishop, he forgot
plike mitse and coronet in his characier
of patriot.” p. 162

“ Fiood uged his unbounded influence
with the Volunteers to secare the presi-
dency of Lord Charlemont, who, like
himself, was opposed to Catholic Kman-
cipation, which Flood’s rival, Grattan,
and Charlemont's rival, the Bishop of
Derry, both strongly supported.” * * ¥
“The Convention contented itself
with a moderate scheme of Reform,
which Flood undertook to introduce at
onee in the House of Cowmmons.

“It was a delicate, difficult and danger-
ous task. The Bill, though woderate in
form, threatened two-thirds of the mem-
bers with political extinetion. Grat-
tan's fiery and eloquent determination
might have forced it on a reluctsnt
House of Commons, but Grattan was for




