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English-ipeaking m“:hfﬁ';%..I and of this Province consulied their

Witness” one of the most prosperous and
bless these whe encowrage this ezeellent
“} PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.”

"NOTES OF THE WEEK.

[RISH STATESMANSHIP, — The

ho
has gone past for those W

:l:eopposed to Irish Home Rule to
argue that Irishmen are not fit for

Government, The foremost legisla~
tors of Great Britain have been Irish-
men; and not because they were
Irishmen, but in spite of that fact,
they became the most powerful pil-
Jars in  the edifice of the Empire.
Take Bdmund Burke for e;umple; or
0’ Connell. Had the situatioms been
reversed, was there ever in the Bri-
tish Parliament a man who  could
have done for England -what 0'Con-
pell did for Ireland ? Did you ever
fook at it in that light ? Suppose
that England had been the ostracized
land and Ireland had been the mis-
gress of the situation, did there ever
exist a British statesman who could
pave won victories for England such
as 0’Connell won for Ireland ? We
feel able to say ‘‘not one.'* if
we look abroad over the British

pire as it is constituted to-day, we
find Canada and Australia to be the
two great foundation stones of: its
might, Yet it s most remarkable
that two men, who were rebels in
1848, who were branded as traitors
and exiled as felons, should .  have
become, within twemty years,, the
consolidators of both the Canadian
and Australian Confederatioms. Mc-
@ee, in Canada, was one of the fa-
thers of our Confederation, and one
of the main movers in the great

undertaking of binding the pro-
vinces together in tne bonds of a
single Dominion. In Atsfralia  Sir

Charles Gavan Duffy became the
Prime Minister and the one who laid
the foundation of the present Aus-
tralian Commonwealth. 'These are
no ‘‘arguments drawn from the ima~
gination of the Celt,”” as the ’I‘émw
once said, but simple facts that be-
long to a history that is contempo-
raneous for many or us. And if we
look at the Irish party to-daly, it is
doubtful if England, or the ‘whole
Empire, has ever produced a more
tonsummate politician and competent]
leader than John Redmond. 1f  he
were to become Premier of Ireland
te-morrow, he could form, out of his
dighty supporters, as strong a Cabi-
net as any country in the world pos-
sesses. The men who could Head
and administer the affairs of a han-
licapped mation like Ireland would
surely astonish the world if they were
to have the duty of legislating freely
for such @ nation under ordinarily
favorable ciecumstancés. It is now
too late to raise that obsolete plea
against Home Rule; experience and
history combine to render it void.

IN FRANCE. —The despatches  of
last Sunday from: France  brought
the note of M. Delcasse, anno ciy
the final rupture, in official relati
between the Republic and the Vati-

~

20th of the month—the apniiversary
of the entry of the Italion troops
into Rome, Scores of Bishops and

Archbishops and hundreds of the
clergy will pany the tho l
of pilgrims. This will be a sublime

protest against the course taken by
the Government of France to-day.

s

VIENNA'S JUBILEE., —As we ap-
proach the great day when the Church
will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of the promulgation of the dogms of
the Immaculate Conception, all that
touches upon that feast is of inter-
est, We cannot lose sight of the fact
that the non-Catholic world always
contends that this was s new dogma.
Yot as far back as’ 1645, in Vienna,
a great statue was erected by Ferdi-
nand III. in honor of *‘Mary Tmma-
culate.”” This was during the thirty
years’ war, when the Swedes invaded
his State. During the High Mass,
on the occasion of the dedicatiom of
that statue, the monarch advanced to
the altar rail, and while the Arch-
bishop held aloft the Sacred Host,
tns King repeated aloud the fpllow-
ing formula : X

‘““Almighty and Eternal God, the
Lord 6f kings, I. Ferdinand, humbly
prostrate before Thy Divice Majesty,
choose this day in my own name,
in ‘the names of my successors and of
this noble Province of Austria, the
Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of
Thy Son, for Protectress and special
Patroness of this Archduchy, More-
over, I solemnly vow that in this
country, the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, December 8, shall hence-
forth be solemnly celebrated with
vigil and fast. O King of Heaven
and of Earth, who considerest the
bomage offered Thy august Mother as
rendered to Thyself, deign, T peseech
Thee, to graciously accepl the kow
Thee, to graciously accept the vow
protection to myself, my house and
my people.”

Thus did the great House of Haps-
burg set an example to the world
in honoring Mary Immaculate, two
hundred years before the promulge-
tion of that dogma. In 1667, Leo-
pold I., son and successor of Ferdi-
nand I1I., had the marble column
replaced by one of brass. He did
50 because he owed the deliverance of
Vienna, in 1679, from the plague, to
the intercession of Mary Immaculate.
As it stands to-day, the column is
24 feet high; it is surmounted by a
statue of the Blessed Virgir, crush-
ing the head of & dragon. At the
four corners of the pedestal are four
militant angels. On a metal tabilet is
engraved :

“To the Most High, Most Great
and Most. August Monarch of Heaven
and earth, through whom all kinga

I reign, to His Immaculate Mother,

- | would pot credit the theory that his

- | nervous attack. Hossman never be-

when the Emperor Francis Joseph,
and the Emp Bl
the proclamation of the great dogma.
We can readily imagine the grandeur
of the celebration in Vienna that will!
take place on the 8th of December
next. However, our prindipal reason
for referring to this very interesting
historical fact, is because it is the
very finest evidence not only of the
antiquity of the dogma, but of  the
falacy of the argument that it was
ah {nnovation dating from 1854,

heth h

A DIVINE VISITATION,

The recent remarkable story, re-
ported in the Universe, of a youmng
man in Chicago who was stricken
deaf and dumb in a moment of blas-
phemy, reminds the editor of the
New World of a similar occurrence
which took place in Southwestern
Kentucky many years ago.

In 1880, when Sacred Heart
Church in Union county, that stote,
was first erected, anti-Catholic fee-
ing was etrong. The afterwards fa-
mous «missionary pastor, Father Eli~
sha J. Durbin, was often insulted
while on his lonely rides over a ter-
ritory that then covered thousands of
wmiles. Sacred Heart Church itself
was the first structure of - the kind
erected west of Louisville and east of
the Mississippi River—a little. pasis
o! descendants of the Maryland Eng-
lish Catholics being located in that
section.

Among others who often spoke dis-
respectfully of the up-going church
was a young man named Hossman,
Joseph, we believe his name was,
After the cross was placed on the
spire (about 1883) the Baptists round
about were angrier than ever. Late
one afternoon Hossman and several
companions were passing the church,
when they happened to notice the
large cross of wood poised aloft,
Hossman, who was more daring than
the rest, proposed knocking fte arms
off with rocks, of which there were
a good many scattered about. They
thought he was too cowardly to do
this, and told him so. ‘“Who’s afraid
of a Romish cross ?”’ he cried,
and straightaway stooped and hurled
a stone up at it with all his might.
Another and another followed, until
at last the cross was struck.

That instant Hossman felt a terri-
ble pain in his right shoulder and
neck, and from that hour until the
day he died his body retained exact-
ly the posture of a man throwing up-
ward, his right arm slightly extend-
ed, his head almost on his right,
shoulder, his face turned up,. his
body curved slightly pacxward. Soon
after this experience Hossman be-
came a Catholic, and was a very
pious one, attending Sacred Heart
Church regularly. When the editor
of the New World was a boy he at-
tended the same church and often
saw Hossman and heard old men
relate how he became a cripple and a
Catholic. Hossman himself was
then an old man and had the name
of ‘‘Old Hoochem’'—"'hooched”* mean-
fng humped or crooked, in the usage
of those descendants of the Mary-
land English, although the word is
in none of our dictionaries, He lived
to be at least seventy, and his des-
cendants are all Catholics, or were
fifteen years ago.

No doubt modern men of science
would undertake to explain away
both young Renfro’a ' sudden visita-
tion and that of Hossman but they.
can never convince the multitude of
 Christians that such occurrences are
merely striking coincidences. Renfro

‘sudden afiliction was due to a severe
st
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HE WELFARE OF
THE C.M.B. A

(From the Canadian Freeman.)

The future welfare of the C.M.B.A.
will depend in & large measure on
what is done at the Convention tolbe
held in August in Toromto. Conven-
tions are held now-asdays every three
years, so that if a point is missed
to-day it cannot be touched for three
years to come, Can the C.M.B.A. ai-
ford to allow opportunities to pass?
We are of the opinion that it cannot
Five ana tweuty years ago matters
might, with safety, be allowed to
driit on and take care of themselves,
but in this active, restless day of
owts the most vigilent care must be
exerdised and the most approved bu-
siness methods adopted, so that we
may not be elbowed into the ditch,
anti ourselves and belongings buried
out’of sight. Business to-day is not
done in the same free and easy man-
ner that our fathers déd it in  their
day. The activities of to-day
would bewilder men of two genera-
tions bacRk if they could return and
behold them.

We are proud of the fact that the
C.M.B.A. is sustained by the fullest
sympathy and countenance of the
Church, With such an endorsation
is it not a matter for surprise that
i well nigh thirty years the memoer-
ship has failed to reach the 20,000
mark., Is it necessary to go search-
ing for the cause? The C.M.B.A.
has been a highly respectable and
solemn concern—distaining to resort
to spread-eagleism in order to widen
the circle of its membership. No
pushing nor other extraordinary mea-
sures have been adopted to inflate
business, and to these conditions in
part, perhaps, is aue the exsting
stagnation of the Association. We
ive dangled no special inducements,
mnor gilde@ offerings of any kind be-
fore the public gaze to render our
Association an alluring one to non-
members. If we slept = our competi-
tors have not—on the contrary they
have been up and active with a full
display of all the modern allurements
to beguile outsiders, and as a result
the C.M.B.A. has been left far be-
hind in the race,

Here is a case in point—in the In-
dependent Order of Foresters a mem-
ber ceases to pay assessments at the
age of seventy years, and then begins
to be paid the amount of his benefi-
ciary in ten egual instaimehts. If at
any time he should become through
acoident or sichmess unabfe to per-
form his daily work, he is paid balf
the amount for which he is insured.
Does anything approaching this at-
tain in the CM.B.A.? No—a mem-
ber may pay for sixty consecutive
yvears in the C.M.B.A, and fail in the
last one, and all that he has paid
is forfeited and his insuronce is can-
celed should he die. Is it any won-
der, then, that the Independent Or-
der of Foresters has gone forward
with such amazing strides > Apd let
us ask in a modest manner is it any
wonder that our own C.M.B.A. oc-
cupies the same ground to-day that
it occupied five and tweaty years
ago ? We submit that a leaf ought
to be taken out of the book of the
Independent Onder of Foresters, They
have sent canvessers into every part
of the Dominion as well as the Unit-
ed States and the British Isles and
Australia.

The C.M.B.A. need not cover such
an extent of territory as this, but
the Dominion mnght be canvassed
with profit and in no timid or ner-
vous manner. We have heard it said
that the Foresters have been suffer-
ing from inflatiom, but we are pre-
pared to hazard the opinion that the
C.M.B.A, could suffer a little from
the same malady * too and thrive
wonderfully under it. We submit
that something ought to be done to
raise the sssociation  to & higher
plane af prosperity. Last week and

.

the institution to give it their fullest
consideration and not to turn it
down before weighing it in all its
phases. Old methods must go and
new oqnes take their place and in this
way, and this alone, can the C.M.B.
A, hope to survive the keen competi-
tion of the present day.

DEATH OF MISS O’MEARA.

A well bnown resident of Montreal,
Miss Ellen O’Meara, sister of the late
Mr. John O’Meara, who for a long
period was connected with the Cus-
toms Department of this city, passed
to her rewlard at the Hotel Dieu last
week, after a long illness, Miss
O’Meara was a niece of the late Rt.
Rev. Dr. McGuire, Bishop of Derry,
and daring her long career perormed

many good deeds in her own quiet
way.
The interment took place in Cote
des Neiges cemetery, R.1.P.
LATE MR, DUFFY,
Mr. J. J. Dufly, one of our most
esteemed business men, whose somn,

17 yeare of age, was drowned at St,
Anne de Bellevue, on Sunday after-
noon last, by the upsetting of a sail

boat while crossing the river irom
Ile Perrot, wheré he was spending
the summer with +his family, will
have the sincere sympathy of his

large circle of friends in his bereave-
ment. The remains were found

R.I.P.

MIED MARRIAGES,

Over and over again we have said
to our readers: It lis best for Ca-
tholics tog marry in the, faith. Bt
how shall this be if our young «men
and young women do not become ac-
auainted with each other ? And how
can they know one

on
Tuesday morning,

seldom or never meet where they can
be jntroduced to one another ?

Is it not a serlous responsibility
for parents and pastors to omit
do what is easily

1o
within their power

to prevent mixed marriages ? Shall
the matrimonial offices of our young
people be left to chance, to their own
inexperience, and to the devil ? mhall

we take no thought to make our
children acguainted with Catholics
suitable to become their lifemates ?
We know of a parish in a city - of
an ecclesiastical province contiguous
to this one. There is a social meet-
ing of the members of the congrega-
tion in the parish hall once a month.
The first part of the programnie is a
euchre, or a stereoptican exhibition,
or a musicale; then some dainty
freshments are served; next there
some dancing, and for those who do

re-
is

not care to dance there are opportu-
nities to chat or to iake part in
games—chess, checkers, dominoes,

billiards, basket ball, bow!ing, ete.

What is the
body in that congregation, almost,
knows everybody else in it, and some
persons from the adisininz parishes
as well; there are practically no mix-
ed marriages in it; the members of it
are drawn to one another by new
ties; and the spiritual life of the con-
gregation as a whole is improved by
the Catholic tone of (h2ie social re-
lations, and the mutual bLenefit ' de-
rived from good exanmpl> and the re-
ception of the Sacraments

The cost admission to these parish
festivals is 25 cents, which not only
defrays all expenses, but also leaves
a residuum of profit which is applied
to the relief of the poor, especially
to provide food, clothing, hooks, etc.
for destitute children aftending pa-
rochial schools.

And these regular mestings do not
seem to interfere with the success of
othier entertainments that are gottem
up for special purposes.

The people of the parish are like
one large family, of which the prisst
is the head. Ho can say: “‘I know
mine ‘and mine know me.” :
Would' that i all other places &

conseqguence ? Every-

Catholic Columbian.

another if they |

am\h sociability were: cultivated.—

LOCAL NOTES.

C.M.B.A. CONVENTION,— Local
delegutes are now preparing to at-
tend the Convention ‘which will be
held gt Toronto this month, Mr. M.
F. Hackett, K.C., who now occupies
the office of Grand President, will,

it is said, be nominated for re-elec-
tion.

—

A.0.H.—Major M. J. Ragan, State
Treasurer of the A.0.H.,, Portland,
Maine, passed through Montreal
his return from the National
vention. The gallant Major is en-
thusiastic over the reception accord-
ed the delegates by the St. Louis
Brothers, and the thorough business
manner in which the proceedings of
the convention were conducted. Many

on
Con-

reforms were introduced which will
be productive of results that will
undoubtedly contribute to the ad-
vancement of this grand old organi-
2ation of patriotic Irishmen.

P——

JESUIT CHANGES.—On the fenst
St. Ignatius, each year, the
changes for the coming twelve months
are made in the Jesuit Order. This
year considerable changes have taken
place in connection with St. Mary's
College, Bleury street. Firstly, Fa-
ther Turgeon, who for fifteen years
has been Rector, retires. He is suc-
ceeded by Father Joseph Lalande,
who for the past four years has been
Prefect of Studies. Father TLouis
Lalande gives up the teaching  en
tirely to devote ail his time to preach
ing. The personnel of St, Mary's
College for the coming year will be
as follows :
Rector,

of

Father Joseph Lalanda,
Prefect, Father Arsene Monet; Minis-

ter, Father Martineau; Bursar, Fa-
ther Garceau; Professor of Philoso-
phy, 2nd year, Father Chaput; 1st

year, Father Michelot; Sciences, Fa-

ther Lamy; Mathematics, Fathers
Loiseau and Courtot; Rhetoric, Fa-
| ther Hermos Lalande; Belle-Lettres,

]I"uthor Georges Lebel; Versification,
‘Futlmr Amaclet Couture; Methode,
| Father Archambault: Syntax, Father
| Cnartrand; Latin Elements, Father
Labelle; and Fathers Arcand, Malone,
Guibeau, Desjardins, Plante and Bou-e
vrette, teachers in various classes.
Father Lemire has charge of the
Apostolate of Prayer, Father Hudon
replaces Father Nolin as director of
the Messenger of the Sacred Heart.
At Loyola College, Father McCarthy
becomes prefect; Father Mesnard,
Father Cox, professon of
Rhetoric; Father Hingston, Professor
of Versification; and Father Jour-
nau, professor of Belles-Lettres. Fa~
ther Doyle goes to England, and Fa-

Bursar;

ther Coffee to Sault Ste Marie. We
{ learn thot Father Devine, who has
| been a couple of years or more at

Nome, inside the Arctic Circle, is on
his way bock, but have not learned
where he is to he stationed for the
fu't\un.n

—

| PERSONAL NOTES.—Rev, ) e
Fallon, P.P., Paris, 11l., who has
been the guest of the clergy of St.

Patrick’s during the past week, left
for home on Thursday.

Mr. W. J. O’Neil, Buckincham, P,
Q., on his return trip from Caledo-
nia Springs and the Saguenay, spent
a day visiting IMends in this eity
this week,

P

Hon. Mr. Justice Curran returned
on Monday from a visit to Knowlton
P.Q., where he delivered a lecture be-
fore a large and enthusiastic audi-
ence,

e

Mr. F. B, McNamee, who has been
il for some time, has been ordered
by his physician to take a sea voy-
age. He sailed on the steamship
Lake Manitoba this weels, and was
accompanied by ~Mrs. MéNamee, and
Miss Ruth #eNnmee. granddaughter.




